12 11 09 | reportermag.com

Professor Arraigned for Wife’s Murder
Associate Professor Timothy Wells pleads not guilty.

Is the Park Point Honeymoon Over?
REPORTER looks at whether or not business is booming.
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History’s most fantastic capers.
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The warm yellow-white glow of Christmas lights played against the wet asphalt as I drove home. A soft jazz

Andy Rees

Madeleine Villavicencio

imagining running through Bedford Falls yelling, “Merry Christmas, you wonderful old building and loan!”

Michael Conti

For me, Christmas isn’t a time for presents and Jesus and shopping. Christmas is a warm feeling, where
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you get to be hopelessly nostalgic. Christmas doesn’t have to be some overbearing religious holiday, it’s just

Emily Bogle

a wonderful excuse to take the time to feel something in an otherwise bleak world. This was something I
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discovered at the wise-old-age of 16, when I faced what amounted to an existential crisis.

John Howard

For one reason or another, I couldn’t manage to get into the holiday spirit that year. I tried everything. I
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Michael Barbato

listened to Bing Crosby. I ate gingerbread men. I drank eggnog. I sang carols. Nothing seemed to work. For a
person who had always enjoyed the holiday season, this was a very distressing situation.

| features@reportermag.com
SPORTS/VIEWS EDITOR

air from the heater that had sat unused for the summer months.
That night, I would go home, pour myself a glass of wine and watch “It’s a Wonderful Life,” and fall asleep
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piano rendition of “Silent Night” twinkled over the car radio. I took a deep breath and pulled in the hot dusty
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Sam McCord

At the time, I was on a kick of watching movies about World War 2 (a very festive war, I know). I had just
finished watching HBO’s “Band of Brothers,” when my mom made me sit down and watch one of her favorite
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holiday films, “A Charlie Brown Christmas.”
WRITERS Sam

Angarita, Brendan Cahill, Leanne

For those of you who haven’t seen the film, take the 25 minutes and watch this classic. It’s got everything

Cushing, Rachel Hart, Laura Mandanas, Alex

modern Christmas movies don’t have: honesty, warmth, and a plot that doesn’t involve Santa Claus having

Rogala, Madeleine Villavicencio, Chris Zubak-

to cancel Christmas. Beyond its simple and timeless message, “A Charlie Brown Christmas” has a fantastic

Skees

soundtrack by the Vince Guaraldi Trio. It’s a kind of unobtrusive lounge jazz that’s upbeat and sad all at the
same time.

ART

That night, I had this very vivid dream, that has stuck with me to this day. I was at a night club in New York

ART DIRECTOR

City in the 1940s. A large Christmas tree sat in the corner of the dance floor and a piano was playing Charlie

Kelvin Patterson

Brown Christmas music. I was dressed in an enlisted man’s uniform, drinking a beer and making eyes at
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Evan Anthony

Jena Buckwell, Nicholas Tassone

and warm. The kind of happiness muted by a distant fear. There was a war in Europe and I was dressed for

Steve Pfost

the occasion.
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couples danced around us.
What I remember most about this invented memory was the feeling in my stomach. It was heavy, rich

Lisa Barnes

PHOTO EDITOR

a girl across the bar. Nothing much happened. I sipped my drink, the music played, the girl smiled, and

When I woke up the next morning, that feeling stayed with me. And just like that Christmas made sense
again. Every year, that’s the feeling I remember. That’s Christmas.
If you were looking for your standard, “It’s a season of giving, not getting,” I’m sorry if I disappointed you.
However, I hear that ABC Family is having a movie marathon. I’m sure they’ve got you covered.

Ben Rubin

RIT professor Timothy Wells is escorted from Perinton Town Court after being accused of murdering his wife and former adjunct professor
at RIT (2000-2008) Christine Sevilla.
Photograph by Jen Rynda, courtesy of the Democrat and Chronicle.
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PROFESSOR TIMOTHY WELLS ARRAIGNED FOR STRANGLING WIFE
by Emily Bogle with contributions from Chris Zubak-Skees | Photo by Jen Rynda, courtesy of the Democrat and Chronicle

Now accepting applications for Fall 2010 - visit our leasing office to learn more!

15 layouts • 1-5 bedrooms • Fully furnished • All utilities included
Internet • Local phone • DIRECTV • Washer & dryer in every unit
Fitness center • 24/7 security • Free parking
Leasing Office
611 Park Point Drive Unit 4 • Rochester, NY 14623
585-272-2525 • www.ParkPointRochester.com

Holiday Open House
Get into the holiday spirit and enjoy special deals
at all Park Point merchants!

Saturday, December 12th, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Special vendors will be on-hand for this one day only event a perfect holiday shopping opportunity!
Barnes & Noble * Gallery Salon Too * King David’s * Lovin’ Cup
* Paradiso Pizza * TC Riley’s* M&T Bank * Wok With You

TIMOTHY WELLS, a professor in

On December 4, Wells was

was publicized.

indicted by a Monroe County

Technologies department of the

grand jury and moved from

released on December 1 says, “It

Unitarian Church on December 3.

B. Golisano College of Computing

Perinton Town Court to Monroe

is clear that two lives connected

In a note, one person remembered

and Information Sciences, was

County Court. His court date had

with RIT have been tragically

Sevilla for her “love of beauty and

arraigned by the Perinton Town

yet to be announced at the time

impacted ... Our thoughts go out

its preservation.” The church was

Court for committing second

of writing.

to all of those coping with this

filled with people sitting in silent

degree murder at his home on

Wells was scheduled to teach

A message from the RIT Provost

A candlelight vigil was held

the Information Sciences and

in honor of Sevilla at the First

situation as the RIT community

meditation, and tables adorned

November 30. The document

Human-Computer Interaction

comes to grips with the aftermath

with candles, photographs,
writings and other memories of

states that he strangled his wife

1: Human Factors, which had

of this devastating event.”

and former adjunct professor at

its first class on December 1.

Counseling for people coping

Sevilla. The service closed with a

RIT (2000-2008), Christine Sevilla,

Trent Widrick, a second year

with grief was made available to

rendition of “Spirit of Life.”

to death. The Monroe County

Information Technology student,

members of the RIT community

Sheriff’s Department released

said that he waited until 12:15

the very next day.

that Wells was arrested on

p.m. for the professor before

December 1 and was being held

leaving. He had never seen Wells

together throughout their lives,

without bail in Monroe County

and there was no announcement

creating books and singing in

the church choir, remembers

Jail, in Rochester.

made regarding his situation.

the choir at the First Unitarian

Wells and Sevilla as very good

When Wells was brought into

On December 3, students

Wells and Sevilla worked

As people filtered in and out
of the sanctuary, there was a
mix of sadness and confusion.
John Wiesental, a member of

Church. One student who wished

musicians. Wiesenthal said he

custody, he was read his Miranda

received an email that the class

to remain anonymous had a

was, “sad for them both and sad

warning, which states a suspect’s

had been reassigned to Richard

class with Wells and remembers

for people that get into situation

rights to an attorney and to

Scott and discovered the details

him well. “He seemed like

where they can’t speak their

remain silent, before formal

behind their professor’s absence

he really enjoyed his work.”

discontent.”

interrogation. As written in the

on the news. Wells’ other class,

Sevilla, on the other hand, was

Perinton Town Court accusatory,

Interactive Media Implementation,

known in the community as an

Wells waved his rights when

has also been reassigned. His RIT

active environmentalist and

talking with Investigator Scott

faculty webpage was removed last

photographer. Her pictures can be

Walsh and admitted to the murder.

week, shortly after the murder

seen online at http://luminguild.com.

For updates, visit http://
reportermag.com
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IS THE PARK POINT HONEYMOON OVER?
by Madeleine Villavicencio | photograh by Shiney McNeill

A

t two o’clock on a weekday afternoon, the

take this month and compare it to this month

located within the complex find that they

to take advantage of the upcoming holiday

‘you can’t wait for people to come to you; you

center quad of the Park Point business

last year, we’ll probably be down.” Afterwards,

receive a good amount of patronage from locals

break to install soda guns and remodel their

need to create things to make them come to

and apartment complex is deserted.

Hatem stressed that it’s difficult to determine

and nearby businesses, especially during the

bar. lovin’cup already serves beer and wine,

you,’” said Leslie Zinck, marketing director and

struggle. The owners of the Gallery Too Salon,

whether a business is successful based on a

early afternoon.

adding a liquor license would expand their

co-owner of lovin’cup. Their calendar is littered

Wok With You and King David’s all have other

beverage menu.

with musical performances, wine and beer

businesses that help alleviate the financial

tastings, trivia nights, and other “time killers”

burden when their Park Point locations have

Looking out over the bare and soonto-be frozen tundra, a sign behind a
window reads: “Closed for the Winter.

single year of sales.
Collectively, the restaurants at Park Point

“[Wilmorite, the property owners of Park
Point,] gave us this big demographic speech

Paradiso Pizza, on the other hand, is one

many of its other locations in the area.)
Businesses are surviving, but not without

See you in the Spring!” With dark shadows

seem to have conformed to a similar trend with

about how good it would be with so many

of the very few businesses at Park point that

— most of which are quite successful. In fact,

bad days. “I think that if I didn’t have multiple

behind the glass barrier, Abbott’s Frozen

business rising on the weekends and falling

students around. Kids needed a place to eat.

accepts Tiger Bucks. In fact, according to

Tuesday nights are usually packed due to their

locations [for King David’s], we would have

weekly open mic night.

Custard is empty and has been abandoned for

during the week. Factor in the scheduled breaks

We just don’t see too many RIT people. Don’t

Contomanolis, “Anyone who comes in from RIT

the time being. The cold winter chill may have

and large scale events when families come to

get me wrong. You see some, but it’s not like

usually uses Tiger Bucks.”

ushered students indoors, but is this purely

visit such as Brick City Weekend and Imagine

the way they presented it to us,” said Lea

the effect of the change of seasons or has Park

RIT, and you’ll have a wild roller coaster ride of

Contomanolis, co-owner of Paradiso Pizza.

Point suffered significantly more?

fluctuating numbers. “When the students are

Park Point opened its doors late in the

away, we definitely see a decrease in business,

In order to remedy the situation, both
Wilmorite and the individual establishments

With these events, lovin’cup doesn’t make a

closed a long time ago, but luckily I have other
locations to offset,” said Hatem.

The one thing that reels in the customers

whole lot of profit. “I price in a way that I really

is throwing events. Most Park Point business

break even on the ticket, but it brings people in.

With the construction of Global Village and

owners agree that these events advertise both

And hopefully, they spend a little extra money

be in store for the businesses at Park Point.

the individual establishments and Park Point

on a beer or something to eat while they are

Global Village will provide alternative and

the Province underway, other things may

summer of 2008, promising an extension of

and when the families are here, we definitely

devised methods to attract students and make

as a whole. Although Park Point sponsored free

here and they come back again,” said Zinck. In

more accessible places to eat, whereas The

the college campus and community. In the

see an increase,” said Hatem. Patrons are also

Park Point more convenient for them. Last

movies, festivals and concerts late last spring,

the end, Zinck’s hard work has paid off. She

Province will house and bring students closer

beginning, the sheer novelty of a “college

more likely to dine in the restaurants during

summer, Wilmorite implemented their “Carside

over the summer, and early this fall, marketing

believes that business will continue to grow,

to Park Point. Unfortunately, just because the

town” at RIT was enough to rake in curious

the evening, leaving lunch orders mostly as

To Go” program wherein customers can place

efforts died down with signs of cold weather.

and lovin’cup is one of the lucky few. “With

convenience is there, doesn’t mean that it will

consumers looking to browse and try what

delivery or take out orders.

takeout orders and pick them up without

Free ice skating in the quad during the winter

80 percent of restaurants failing in a normal

be utilized. The economy is still recovering

leaving the comfort of their vehicles.

was among the suggestions that Hatem, King

economy, it’s pretty cool; it’s a pretty big feat to

from its rough patch, and so are RIT’s students.

David’s proprietor, laid out on the table.

get over that little hurdle,” she said.

Park Point had to offer. About 15 months in, the

Members of the RIT community rarely find

novelty of the nine establishments present in

themselves having lunch at Park Point. Breaks

the complex ― Barnes and Noble, Gallery Salon

between classes are short and infrequent, and

Too, Wok With You, lovin’cup, Abbott’s Frozen

the complex is further away from the center

owner Wayne Luong. “I was surprised. I

own events that match their theme. King

Custard, King David’s Restaurant, TC Riley’s

of campus than expected. This has definitely

thought kids would buy [food] and take it back

David’s invites local bellydancers from

say that there is continued growth. Many of the

At the time of writing, no comment could

Irish Pub, Paradiso Pizza, and the recently

affected business. For being located directly

to their dorm because college kids mostly

Goddess Hour Dance and Fitness Studio as

other establishments will tell you that business

be obtained by Wilmorite about the status of

on RIT land, the number of college students

want to eat while doing homework or sitting

entertainment for their diners, and TC Riley’s

is about the same, while Paradiso Pizza is

the 7 Days Convenience Store, whose name

found roaming around Park Point is quite small,

in front of the computer.”

holds Wednesday College Nights featuring beer

experiencing a slow but continuous downturn.

was recently removed from Park Point’s list

pong tournaments. But, lovin’cup is the one

None of the businesses within the complex has

of establishments. Additionally, no comment

that has their event planning down to a science.

closed just yet. (With the exception of Abbott’s

could be obtained from TC Riley’s or Gallery

which will be returning in the spring along with

Too Salon.

added M&T Bank ― may have worn off.
“It’s a little off this year compared to last

Wok With You began doing food deliveries
with fluctuating success. This bewildered

year,” said Nader Hatem, owner of King David’s

especially during the day. Only up to 50 percent

Restaurant. “If we were to take overall business,

of clientele is made up of college kids — and

liquor license so that they can serve high-

I would say we’re about the same. But if you

that’s a best-case scenario. The restaurants

end cocktails like martinis. Their plan is

6
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Lovin’cup is in the process of obtaining a

Individually, establishments prepare their

“I do events because I’m a major believer in

The economic environment at Park Point isn’t

It’s up to them what they’ll do with their, or
their parents’, hard earned cash.

perfect, and it seems that only lovin’cup can
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If
T H E PR ESEN T S TAT E OF

SWINE FLU
AT RIT

you’ve seen Dr. Brooke Durland, the medical director of
the Student Health Center, lately, you have probably seen
the frantic, hurried pace that surrounds her. All SHC staff
members have had their hands full — full of needles and
nasal sprays, that is. This has been caused by the now-confirmed
cases of H1N1 Influenza virus, commonly known as swine flu, within
the RIT student population.
“We had just very few [cases]
along with seniors upwards of 65 years-old,
during the first half of the
according the World Health Organization.
fall quarter and had a steady
Durland said that although 14,000 doses
increase in the later half” said
were requested, Monroe County and the
Durland about the wave of fluCenters for Disease Control and Prevention
like infection on campus. “Then,
delivered only an estimated 500 vaccines
in the last two weeks, we had
and nasal sprays due to limited supply. An
over 100 students.”
additional estimated 200 vaccines were also

THE FLU OUTBREAK
IN FACT, by the morning of November 16,

major and student manager at the Corner
Store. These packages contain a days worth
of soup cans, oatmeal, saltine crackers, water
and Gatorade among other easily digestible
foods. According to Collins, packages are
available to “anybody with an on-campus meal
plan,” and orders can be placed by contacting
dining services or the Corner Store.
Elizabeth Stallmeyer, a first year
Photojournalism student, took advantage

donated from neighboring colleges, according

of such services when she was diagnosed

to Durland as of December 5.

with a flu-like illness, two weeks prior to

For the requested nasal spray, candidates

the Thanksgiving break. “The doctor looked
over my symptoms, and said I had some

have no chronic illnesses or other conditions

kind of flu,” said Stallmeyer. She followed

November 9 through 15 alone. As of November

that debilitate immunology. This excludes

instructions of self-isolation, her roommate

30, two more cases of flu-like symptoms were

pregnant women and people with liver

slept somewhere else, and she kept well

reported to have occurred during the

diseases or weakened immune systems, as

hydrated. A week later, she fully recovered. “I

fall break.

directed by the CDC.

was starting to feel better by about day four. I

The vaccines were specifically for high-

used the Corner Store care package and that

that’s typically when we begin to see a rise

risk students with innate conditions such

was helpful because I didn’t have to leave my

of seasonal influenza,” said Durland. “It is

as asthma or respiratory complications.

room,” said Stallmeyer. “The doctor called me

more than likely that the students who were

Other high- risk individuals included staff

up, and asked me how I was. That was really

diagnosed with the flu earlier than that

members such as workers in the SHC, the RIT

nice and comforted my mom too because I’m

had H1N1.”

ambulance and the staff of Margaret’s House.

six and half hours from home.”

All of the vaccines and nasal sprays had

Averages on the CDC’s website state that

infection date back as early as the end of the

been administered at no cost to the patient by

Stallmeyer’s is an average recovery time for

spring 2009 quarter. According to Durland,

the end of last fall’s finals week. On the other

any infected individual. Some cases may

three to five students were strongly suspected

hand, about 150 doses of seasonal flu vaccines

worsen with time; some may also shorten.

to be infected. Due to the summer break,

remain for $20 each. These are not provided

Regardless, Durland believes that recovery

however, on-campus flu activity had

by the CDC or the state, but ordered from an

is a matter of using common sense. “It’s the

been limited.

individual manufacturer, Sanofi Pasteur, hence

same things your mother told you when you

the price tag.

had a cold,” said Durland during an H1N1

student was rumored to have swine flu.

Durland warns that the vaccines are only

Informational Forum held on campus held on

Afterwards, a few sporadic cases of influenza-

effective with their corresponding virus.

September 23. “You need to sleep well, you

like symptoms emerged. When activity began

Although an individual may have recovered

need to eat well, you need to use common

to spike during the last four weeks of fall

and developed immunity to the H1N1 flu

sense in terms of your recreational activities.”

quarter, suspected cases were cultured to test

strand, there is no guarantee that the students

for the flu, and upon receiving a number of

will be immune to the seasonal strand,

outbreak may be over. According to the CDC’s

positive test results, the flu was believed to be

and vice versa.

weekly influenza surveillance report, the

present on campus. “I estimate we did 20 to 25

Fortunately, the worst of the current

FluView, nationwide flu activity has been at

tests, and when two-thirds came back positive,

RECOVERY

a continuous decline. Although, this does

we identified that RIT was experiencing an

THE STRATEGY recommended by the CDC

not mean the virus may be on its way out.

outbreak of flu and did not continue doing

to avoid further spread is self-isolation for

After all, it has been known and noted by

tests,” said Durland.

infected students. They are asked to remain

both the CDC and WHO that viruses of this

in their rooms or homes until they have been

magnitude, like that of 1918 Flu Pandemic,

VACCINES AND NASAL SPRAYS

symptom free for more than 24 hours after

have waves of low and high activity. “It [swine

BY THE END of the fall quarter, the SHC

taking medical aids.

flu] is following a path that is not unfamiliar

received vaccines and nasal sprays for the

News | 12.11.09

“We call them get-well boxes,” described
Stephanie Collins, third year Visual Media

cases for “influenza-like-illnesses” between

Early in the fall quarter, however, one

8

sick individuals.

included individuals under 26 years of age who

The first suspected cases of on-campus

illustration by MARIA VALLESE

Corner Store has established care packages for

the SHC updated their website, reporting 109

“This month, January and February —

by SAM ANGARITA

communication. As for dining services, the

Durland said that in order to aid infected

virus. The vaccines had been requested

students in their self-isolation, roommates

for students 25 years of age and younger, a

would be relocated and the status of patient

population sample believed to be at high risk,

will be monitored via phone or electronic

to epidemical diseases” said Durland, “I would
not be surprised if we see other waves of it.”
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SG UPDATE
+ / - GRADING EXAMINED FURTHER

RIT FORECAST

by Chris Zubak-Skees

as many contact points as possible, citing a power

discussed how the change will be implemented.

should be graded on the same system.

outage as illustrating the need for providing cell

11

BIG EYED PHISH

Ingle Auditorium. 8 - 10:30 p.m. Come see pianist

Lovin’ Cup. Park Point. 11:00 p.m. See the premier

According to Haefner, the +/- doesn’t change

Matta Danna, SG president, asked whether

the scale on which students are graded, but

an asterisk could be added to transcripts to

rather refines it. “The +/- system really is a way to

indicate whether the +/- scale was used on each

CALENDAR CHANGE

acknowledge that the whole letter system is very

course. Haefner was supportive of adding such

SG is trying to reach out to determine where

about the techniques the Fab Four used to create

UNLEASHED COMEDY IMPROV

broad in its granularity,” he said. According to him,

a note to transcripts.

students stand on the calendar debate. Two

their music. Cost: $5 student, $15 staff, $20 public.

Jewish Community Center. 1200 Edgewood Ave.

+/- grading would provide make smaller differences

phone numbers and not just e-mails.

JAZZ IMPRESSIONS OF THE BEATLES

thousand fortune cookies, each predicting either
a semester or a quarter system were purchased,

continue to calculate GPAs without the +/- for a

and Danna hopes to distribute these in food service

year. This would give an opportunity to study

locations. The campaign is intended to drive

Kaity Werner, SG director of organizational

and assess the change. He emphasized that any

students to a website providing information and

recognition, believed that choice to be seemingly

decision resulting from this study would focus on

asking for input on the calendar options.

“confusing and arbitrary.”

learning outcomes. “It won’t be based on whether

Professors will be given the choice on whether
to use +/- or whole letter grades for each course.

Stephen DeVay, Greek Council representative,

people like it,” he said.

said he worried about the differences in grading

Dave Mathews Band tribute band perform. Cost:
Call for ticket info. 585.698.7593

7:30 p.m. Feeling down? Need a laugh? Need a

12

Additionally, a Calendar Open Forum will be

SSE WINTER BALL

break? Improv comedy is a surefire way to tickle

GCCIS Atrium. 8 – 11 p.m. Join the members of

your funny bone. Cost: $8.

of fancy clothes and dancing at their Las Vegas

A CHRISTMAS STORY

themed winter ball. Tickets available in advance

Geva Theatre. 75 Woodbury Blvd. 12 p.m. and

in the SE office, 70-1690. Cost: $10 per person, $15

4:30 p.m. Sometimes getting what you want

per couple (in advance); $15 per person, $20 per

for Christmas is as simple as dropping hints.

Ingle Auditorium. The agenda is set to include

couple (at the door).

the history of calendar change proposals, details

who have different instructors in the same

According to Jackie Robinson, SG vice president,

on the specific options, panelists, and a debate

assignment or course. “An 89 should be an 89,” he

only 40 percent of students are “on” RIT Alert. SG

between the options. Attendees will be polled on

said. “We should have the same opportunity to get

will devise a campaign to change that. “We do feel

their opinions.

the same grade.”

like that number should be a lot higher,” she said.

13
14
15
16
17

Sometimes, it’s like pulling teeth – especially when
you want a Red Ryder air rifle. Cost: $31 – $60.

SUNDAY

EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM

12

the Society of Software Engineers for a night

held on December 14 from 3:30 – 5:50 p.m. in

scale when comparing the grade of two students

11

Beatles’ most famous songs and share anecdotes

SATURDAY

One possibility discussed by Haefner was
to make a complete switch to +/- grading, but

in student performance more important.

and composer Rod Blumenau and his band. They
will perform jazz arrangements of 17 of the

THURSDAY

that in courses with multiple sections, students

WEDNESDAY

Robinson stressed the importance of providing

vice president of Academic Affairs and provost,

TUESDAY

and people must opt-out to not receive messages.

the range used to calculate grades. He suggested

MONDAY

includes how many of each grade to distribute and

of last academic year. Jeremy Haefner, senior

SUNDAY

system passed by Academic Senate in the spring

compiled by Brendan Cahill

SATURDAY

information is collected from existing systems

FRIDAY

According to t he off icial R IT A ler t page,

given wide latitude in grading courses. This

FRIDAY

Haefner responded that professors are already

SG continued their scrutiny of the +/- grading

ROC FORECAST

13

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL VS. WENTWORTH TECH
Clark Gym. 6 – 8 p.m. See the RIT Lady Tigers

LEGO: THE ART OF THE BRICK

as they play against Wentworth Institute of

Strong Museum of Play. 1 Manhattan Sq. 10 a.m.

Technology. Cost: Your loudest cheer.

– 5 p.m. Let out your inner child and admire a
collection of Lego sculptures assembled by artist

MONDAY

14

CALENDAR OPEN FORUM

Nathan Sawaya. Cost: $10.

Ingle Auditorium. 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. This is an
opportunity to ask questions and voice your

HOLIDAY RECIPES

opinion on a possible calendar change at RIT.

The Cooking School at Tops. 3507 Mount Read Blvd.

Cost: A piece of your mind.

Greece. 7 – 9 p.m. Need to brush up on the art of
holiday cuisine? This workshop will provide you

TUESDAY

15

WORK ABROAD INFORMATION SESSION

with some heart healthy recipes to take home for

Bausch and Lomb Visitor Center, A100. 5:00 –

winter break. Cost: $20.

6:00 p.m. If you have ever aspired to work in a
different country, here’s the time to learn more.

A CAPELLA CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

To RSVP, go to http://rit.edu/co-op/careers. Cost:

Lovin’ Cup. Park Point. 7 – 9 p.m. Ever had the

Awesome work experience.

feeling that those pesky musical instruments just
get in the way of enjoying holiday music? This a

WEDNESDAY

16

INDEPENDENCE DAY OF KAZAKHSTAN

cappella showing of Christmas music is just for

CSD Student Development Center, 1300/1310. 7 – 9:30

you. Cost: Call for ticket pricing.

p.m. Come and celebrate the independence day of
everyone’s favorite Western-Asian nation. Cost: Free.

THURSDAY NIGHT SHAKEDOWN

THURSDAY NIGHT CINEMA PRESENTS “GOOD BURGER”

the electric jams of DJs Travis and Steven. Cost: $8

Ingle Auditorium. 9:30 – 11:45 p.m. Relive memories

(18+), Free (21+).

Bug Jar. 219 Monroe Ave. 11 p.m. Get out and enjoy

THURSDAY

17

of the 90s with this so-bad-it’s-good comedy
featuring Nickelodeon favorites Kenan Thompson
and Kel Mitchell. Cost: Whoa, like, it’s free.

now hiring photographers, designers, and illustrators

11

DECEMBER 2, 2009, 12:00 AM

It’s at this point that one of Ben’s housemates

room is distinctively kitsch. Christmas lights

and Christmas music, I began to outline my plan

points out an old Halloween costume. It’s a

adorn the walls, and holiday music bleeds out

of attack. It’s going to be a busy evening, so I try

pocong, a type of ghost popular in Indonesian

from my headphones. For me, it’s not a typical

and finish up some homework while I can.

culture. I immediately don it, declaring myself

for the typical holiday festivities.
This year, however, there was no escaping
12 Christmas related tasks, which I will have

and begin to write my letter to Santa. I get as

wrapped door. I immediately jump out, and

exactly 24 hours to complete. Don’t ask me

far as the end of the first line, pausing and

begin reading “The Night Before Christmas.”

how I got wrapped up in this. At this point, I

rereading. “Dear Santa.” It seems so bizarre

Halfway through he walks out; I yell to him

can’t even remember myself. I guess it’s just

to me, but I press onwards and mail it out.

Reporter’s twisted idea to see if someone can

Afterwards, I make calls to a variety of

overdose on Christmas spirit, and they chose

toy stores, attempting to locate the current

me as their guinea pig.

toy craze known as Zhu Zhu pets — a toy

that he’s missing the good part. “You’re an
asshole, you know that?” he replies, slinking
away to watch TV.

7:00 P.M.

described by Chicago Tribune writer John

After a short break, I get back to my festivities,

own personal slice of Christmas Hell.

Kass as an “evil fake hamster.” However, my

deciding to work on the Christmas card for

1. Consume two cartons of eggnog.

search is in vain.

4:00 P.M.

the Reporter editorial board. Grabbing shaving
cream, I give myself a Santa beard and hair

3. Locate and say hello to three hoes (girls that

After a quick dinner, I run by Sol’s

before striking a cheesy pose right next to a

look, dress, or act slutty) on campus .

Underground for wrapping paper. I start

Christmas tree.

8:17 P.M. Objectives accomplished: #6

4. Dress in festive attire the entire day.

small, wrapping up my cell phone. Next, I try

5. Compose and mail a Christmas list

a fedora. Over the next few minutes, I wrap

addressed to Santa at the North Pole.

a soy sauce bottle, and my fridge. I run out of

to smoke hookah. I quickly learn a valuable

6. Compose three thank you notes for gifts

ideas, and decide to save the rest for later.

lesson: hookah and egg nog don’t mix. Sitting

4:45 P.M.

7. Create a Christmas card with a photo of

A delivery brandishes two one-quart cartons

yourself for the Reporter editorial board.

of egg nog.

8. Carol through your floor, either by yourself
or with floor mates.
9. Decorate your floor’s lounge for Christmas

4:51 P.M.
I cringe at the taste. I’ve never really been a fan.

5:30 P.M.

I finish the first carton of egg nog, and go out

outside, I begin writing my thank you letters.

10:30 P.M. Objectives accomplished: #1, 2
I return to the dorms armed with old
newspaper and attempt to wrap three final
items, settling on my headphones, computer
speakers and Christmas lights. Afterwards, I

in less than one minute with only items you

I leave for a friend’s house, still guzzling

pound back the last of the egg nog — with a

already own.

egg nog. By this point, I’m about halfway

little help from a few of my floor mates.

10. Read “The Night Before Christmas” to someone.

through the first carton, and it gets

11. Locate – via phone call – two stores that

considerably more difficult to drink the

I decide to go caroling but look at the time.
Dorm quiet hours have already kicked in.

11:20 P.M. Objectives accomplished: #7, 12

have Zhu Zhu Pets in stock.

further down it gets. I receive at least a

12. Listen to Christmas music throughout the

handful of disgusted looks. Raising my

From this point, I run out of time. I can’t find

entire event.

carton, I grin and take a swig.

anything festive to decorate the lounge with,

My only safeguard is I can replace one

The plan is to knock out several of the

and further calls only prove that most toy

task with one of my own. After preparing

activities in one fell swoop while pranking

stores are closed. I sit and wait for the photos

a few things for the morning, I unplug the

a housemate, Ben. I walk into his room with

from earlier to be sent to me.

Christmas lights and head to bed early. I’m

the wrapping paper. The first to be wrapped

going to need the rest.

is his door, which goes fairly easily. The

I receive the photos. Opening Photoshop,

7:00 A.M. Objectives Completed: #4

11:50 P.M.

computer monitor, keyboard and mouse are

I quickly add text and email it out nine

I’m snapped back to reality by the shrill buzz

also wrapped effortlessly, but the chair is

minutes later.

of my alarm and reluctantly crawl out of bed.

slightly more difficult. The hookah proves to

As I check the list, I glance up to see if any of

be a challenge, but eventually succumbs to

The clock hits midnight. I turn off the

my clothes will pass for “festive”, realizing

my master wrapping skills.

Christmas music and watch, with a sigh of

the sea of black and plaid in front of me would
make Scrooge himself proud. Improvising

It’s at about this point that the plan

12:00 A.M.

relief, as my world fades back to normal. I

unravels a bit. I run out of wrapping paper.

definitely budgeted my time poorly, as I did

a spirited outfit, I settle on a black and red

Originally, I had planned to try wrapping

miss several of the key tasks.

argyle hoodie, a green t-shirt and jeans.

myself up, but coupled with the news Ben is

Hoping it will pass as wintry, I quickly toss a

returning, I’ll have to improvise.

scarf on as I bolt out the door for class.

Leisure | 12.11.09

6:20 P.M. Objectives accomplished: #10
Ben walks in to his room, having noticed the

received in years past.

12

After lunch, I head back to the dorms.

the Pocong of Christmas Past. I hide under the
covers of his bed and wait for Ben to arrive.

Turning on the Christmas music, I sit down

2. Wrap and unwrap 12 items.

nna Eberts
illustration by Joa

2:00 P.M. Objectives Completed: #5, 11
(unsuccessful)

it. In just a few minutes, I will receive a list of

I check my email, and the list is there; my

by Alex Rogala |

6:00 P.M.

Holed up in the library with a steaming coffee

scene. Call me a cynic, but I’m normally not one

LL
E
H
S
A
M
T
IS
R
H
C
IN
S
R
24 HOU

10:00 A.M.

As midnight rolls around, the atmosphere in my

I may not have survived Christmas Hell, but
I at least held my own throughout. Not bad for
a Scrooge.

13

HOLIDAY AYL 12.11.09

REVIEWS
MOVIE | ROMANCE | 103 MIN

NEW YORK, I LOVE YOU
F r om t he pr o duc er s who br oug ht

the humdrum of

“New York, I Love You” brings a clash of cultures,

subway foot traf-

colors and music, overwhelming the mind with

BY JOHN HOWARD

STREAM OF FACTS
Christmas tree as DECORATION.

Kwanzaa CELEBRATIONS.

f ic and t he ca-

so many sensations, much like the city itself.

According to the Farmington Hills

cophony of buses

And it only helps that the film features a fa-

Fire Department in Michigan, it

Mistletoe, the canoodle-inspiring

a grand total of $3,025, 50 years af-

Hitler was auctioned off in 1992 for

Along with New Year CELEBRATIONS,

a nd t a x i s hon k-

miliar cast with Natalie Portman, Shia Laboeuf,

only takes 32 seconds for a faux

DECORATION is actually a parasitic

ter the SEASON in which it was origi-

drunkenness, and countless resolu-

nally signed.

tions, January 1, 2010 will be GREET-

you “Paris, Je T’aime,” a 120-minute trib-

ing. Of ten, t hey

Blake Lively, Bradley Cooper, Christina Ricci, Or-

lose sight of what

lando Bloom, Ethan Hawke, Hayden Christian-

CHRISTMAS TREE to burn.
The largest living CHRISTMAS TREE

plant for trees that requires prun-

ute to discovering love in Paris, France

ing and, sometimes, even cutting

During the holiday SEASON of 1997

showcased in several film shorts, “New

drew them to the

sen and Rachel Bilson just to name a few.

is located in the soil of a little town

off light by WRAPPING an infected

in Latrun, Jerusalem, a rabbi was

area.

hoisted via crane to light an over

The abbreviated GREETING, “Merry

60-foot tall menorah, a CANDLE hold-

X-Mas,” contrary to the sacrilegious

York, I Love You” takes the hustle and

c it y i n t he f i r st

You’ll leave the theatre w ith a feeling of

called Coeur d’Alene, in northern

place. “New York, I Love You” serves as a reminder,

warmth. There is no over-arching conflict with

Idaho, standing 161 feet tall* and

minds us how magical it can truly be. From the

highlighting the joys and pains that the little

a single path and a single resolution. There are

holding 30,000 LIGHTS.

benches of Central Park to the crowded streets

things bring while drawing the characters in to

only slices of life, open-ended but relatable,

Electric LIGHTS were used for the

of Chinatown, each director offers their per-

the central theme: Love.

bustle of the familiar East Coast city and re-

ception of NYC through the eyes of the city’s

try started when Hallmark market-

er which weighed 17 metric tons.

ed French envelope lining paper the

CANDLE shipments for the holiday

served with some buttery popcorn and a rather

first time during President Grover

company’s first deviation from the

season sustain U.S. manufactures;

The film follows artists and regular Joes, the

large soda. But if anything, you’ll rediscover

Cleveland’s second administration

greeting CARD.

$1.3 billion in shipments during

(from 1893-1897) on a White House

A Chistmas CARD signed by Adolf

language of the New Testament.

elderly and the youth, men and women, in the

your love for the city. And if that’s not your cup

most simple (and sometimes awkward) of in-

of tea, then there’s always the next upcoming

the city of dreams, but if you’ve lived there long

teractions. The young teen on prom night. The

blockbuster.

enough, a sense of jadedness settles in, whether

elderly couple on a day trip to Coney Island. The

you’ve intended it or not. The land of opportuni-

young composer struggling to get by. The retired

ty quickly becomes a dark sea of sights, sounds

opera singer returning to a favored hotel. Two

KINARA:

and, well... smells. So many learn to either get

smokers in a chance encounter on the sidewalk

n. a candelabra with seven

lost in their noise-cancelling headphones or

huddled over the flickering flame of a cigarette lighter.

New York, New York has been characterized as

FOOD

PAPPARDELLE’S DARK
CHOCOLATE LINGUINE

“New York, I Love You” will be available on DVD

Bite 25. Ugh. Who came up with such a terrible

late sauce was a

idea? The chocolate taste these noodles imitate

good idea, but I’m

isn’t even the sort of chocolate you want to be

not so sure about

eating; it’s like the stale flakes that get left behind in the corners of a foil wrapper of a very

Bite one. Mmm. Smell that? Chocolate lin-

these noodles. It’s

cheap candy bar. Or the irr itating puff you

guine. I’ve been salivating for the past 15

kind of like chew-

breathe in after opening a powdered packet of

minutes. The sumptuous aroma of choc-

ing on boiled rub-

hot cocoa. I cannot eat this. Very disappointing.

ber bands. Maybe
if I add cherries and whip cream it won’t be so

from regular linguini — but the wait? Torture.

noticeable...

Bite two. Ooh. The noodles actually taste like

Noodles, meet garbage disposal. I’m going to go
get some real chocolate.
the Artistic Eats stand at the Public Market, located

chocolate! I am totally in love with these noo-

ries and whip cream didn’t help, and the ad-

at 280 N. Union St., booth 46. The Public Market is

dles. I could eat these morning, noon and night.

dition of vanilla ice cream only hardened the

open every Saturday from 5 a.m. to 3 p.m. year-round.

Forever. Hey, how do you think these would

noodles and made the whole thing even weirder.
I didn’t notice it before, but they’re sort of slimy

Bite five. Huh. Alright, this is actually kind of

too. I’m going back to plain noodles.

candlesticks used in celebrating
Kwanzaa.
The kinara features a single black
candle in the center with three
red candles representing African
American’s struggles on the left and
three green candles representing
their future and hope on the right.
Definition taken from
http://merriam-webster.com

Dark Chocolate Linguine is $2 per quarter-pound in

Bite 10. Meh. The novelty has worn off. Cher-

taste drizzled chocolate sauce?

WORD OF THE WEEK

BY MADELEINE VILLAVICENCIO

the texture of

olate is filling my kitchen. Physical prepa-

Everyone’s dancing merrily in a new old fashioned way.”
SUDOKU

BY LAURA MANDANAS

4

OVERSEEN & OVERHEARD
5

7

2

“I don’t know what

1

7
4

9

1

2

2
6

3

8
9
4
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- LYRICS FROM BRENDA LEE’S “ROCKIN’ AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE.”

Difficulty Rating: Medium

6

14

*Twice the height of Rockefeller’s tree.

in February.

weird. The choco-

ration of the pasta was a cinch — no different

2002 were fueled by Hanukkah and

belief of taking Christ out of Christmas, is rooted in the original Greek

CARTOON BY JAMIE DOUGLAS AND BEN RUBIN

everyday inhabitants.

In 1917, the WRAPPING paper indus-

ING an approximate U.S. population
of 308 million.

7

6

9

2

7

5

4

3

6

9
5

6
8

Hat reads

“The problem with

“You’ve got plenty

“If your crotch is on

happened; we did it

vampire hunting

of time. You could

fast, and in

with wooden

take a dump and

it can be very

the dark.”

stakes is that it kills

still be on time.”

difficult”

GROUP OF MALE STUDENTS
ON THE QUARTER MILE.

everybody.”

MALE STUDENT ON
QUARTER MILE.

PASSERBY AT THE
STUDENT LIFE CENTER
DESK.

“Independent Mind.”

STUDENT IN RIVERKNOLL
AREA, 1:30 A.M.

Send your Overseen and Overheard texts or emails with the phrase “Overseen and
Overheard” in the subject line to leisure@reportermag.com. Or submit them via Twitter

the handle bars,

NOW TWEETING YOUR
OVERSEEN AND OVERHEARDS!

by directing submissions @reportermag with #OnO.
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by Michael Barbato | illustrations by Ben Rubin
It is remarkable that a simple network of grey goo,

Mentoring, perhaps, plays the largest role stealing. We learn what

neurons, governs our behavior and stores the whole of our

is socially acceptable from our parents, guardians and peers. If we

experience. Just an eight pound mesh of fiber and signals

are exposed to a behavior, we become desensitized to the gravity of

allow us to decide right from wrong. However, when it

it. In this way, stealing can be learned and become commonplace.

comes to the subject of stealing stealing, there is an air

Consider the recent case of Amina Frye, a mother from Chicago,

of a traditional sense of justice and just like an elephant,

IL. She was caught on video instructing and directing her 10-year-

there seems to be a large grey area. The act of stealing

old daughter and eight-year-old son on how and what to shoplift

transcends obtaining something simply because we do not

from a Macy’s department store. In this situation, it is evident that

want to pay or cannot afford it. In fact, there is often a high

the children were being manipulated. They clearly did not have

disregard for the item stolen where the act itself is the goal,

the guidance to show stealing to be wrong, which illustrates how

serving as a statement of political beliefs or as a natural

mentoring can lead to theft.

indulgence to get high.

WE ALL WANT SOMETHING

Revenge and victimization also serve as motivation for why
some people steal. Schroeder remarked, “Some people steal out
of a desire to get even. The deed is self-justified by an internal

The reason stealing happens is simple; all thieves

rationalization of what is just.” This point is illustrated by people

want something. Although this sounds obvious, the

reasoning that a particular store charges more than a product

reality is actually quite convoluted. Motivation to take

is worth; therefore; the thief steals to avoid becoming a victim

without asking can come from seeking fame, the thrill

of robbery by the store. Another justification in the thief’s mind

of transgression and bragging rights, or a hidden desire

comes from having been ripped off in the past. The thief justifies

to be caught. Brian Schroeder, Professor and Chair of the

a theft by only taking what is already owed to them — what they

Department of Philosophy suggested, “Stealing can give

were unjustly denied in a previous, legal transaction. It is up to

someone an identity; it gets their name out there, almost

the individual to rationalize what actions can be justified. Clearly,

like the figure of Robin Hood.” A robbery at any level can

walking out of a diner without paying because your waitress forgot

get people talking about the heist and those involved,

to bring you a straw with your drink is not justifiable. However,

and this is appealing to some people. In this way, thieves

if you get charged for an extra drink that you did not order nor

obtain more than something that does not belong to them,

receive, there might be some grey area in walking out with the

but rather a sense of fulfillment and accomplishment,

almost full bottle of ketchup.

which even if they are caught, cannot be taken away from
them.

Regardless of the deeper psychological motives, stealing often
comes down to one thing: Money. With the added stress of bad

Motivation for stealing gets even hazier. The deed can

economic times weighing in on average Americans, shoplifting is

be brought on because of a compulsive disorder, learned

on the rise. According to the National Association for Shoplifting

from mentoring, out of a sense of revenge against an

Prevention, 1 in 11 Americans are shoplifters. Additionally, those

establishment, or justified by being a victim of theft in

shoplifters pocket about $35 million in merchandise each day.

past. Stealing by compulsion is known as kleptomania.

Desperation can drive people to act outside of their usual moral

A mania of any kind has an associated realm of

character. People who steal might be, “People who can afford an

irrational behavior. This impulse control disorder is not

item but choose to cut corners,” as Schroeder mentions. Or they

characterized by the act of stealing but rather, failed

just do not have enough money to make ends meet. Again, a grey

attempts to stop stealing. Like most neurological disorders,

area persists when we consider a scenario in which a single parent

this one is a complex deviation from normal neuronal

without means steals food to feed a family.

signaling resulting in an undesirable social behavior.

In the end, there are a lot of reasons we use to justify stealing.

Kleptomania usually runs hand in hand with other

The reasons are very individual, whether it is trying to get your

less than normal social behaviors such as obsessive-

name out there, a political statement, or simply to overcome a

compulsive disorder, bulimia nervosa and clinical

“challenge.” Whether it is an extra minute of company time, a bite

depression. According to WebMD.com, kleptomania may

a food, or music, we have all had our hand in the cookie jar. We

not actually be a disease in itself but rather the body’s

will always have our internal rationalization and justification for

own compensation for one of the more serious social

taking without asking. People will continue to draw a line where

disorders, like the ones listed above. The thought is that

something less than stealing ends and real stealing begins. Just as

the subconscious takes control over the impulse to steal.

assuredly we are of never having a shortage of greed in our society,

Stealing then leads to a thrill that temporarily causes

we will have individuals willing to stretch the lines and place

release of endorphins in the brain, which alleviates the

stealing in a grey area.

symptoms of the disorder.
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URING the early hours of March 18, 1990, something was amiss in Boston. As St. Patrick’s Day celebrations fizzled out and weary partygoers began the journey home, two men dressed as police officers
approached the entrance of the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, under the pretense of a reported
disturbance on museum grounds. Once let in by the night watchman, the men claimed to have a warrant
for his arrest, quickly subduing him and the other guard. The thieves escaped with 13 paintings worth over
$300 million in what has become known as the Gardner Heist.
THE LARGEST ART THEFT in US history, the

the theft was an arduous two-year affair that

its flaws. There were a variety of glitches with

Gardner Heist is a textbook example of a heist

involved gaining both the trust of vault employ-

the electronics, which led to the thieves receiv-

— it took ingenuity, skill and the temptation of a

ees and knowledge of the system, which was

ing plenty of electric shocks and the occasional

massive reward. The concept of theft is ages old,

thought to be infallible at the time. Evidence

burning shoe before they were finally appre-

yet the word heist itself is fairly modern, having

left in the woods by a group member ultimately

hended.

originated in 1920s America and been derived

incriminated the team, leading to their subse-

from the word “hoist.” It works as a catchall

quent arrest.

term for robbery and burglary, usually referring

Bad Art Capers
JUST AS ART itself can be anything and any-

to a large scale operation or any valuable object.

Home Sweet Home

Any place can be a target for a heist; although

MOST NOTABLE HEISTS have taken place in cit-

likely places. Take for example the Museum of

a plethora of films on the subject has given the

ies associated with wealth, but this is clearly not

Bad Art located in Deadham, Mass. The museum

impression that casinos and art galleries are the

always the case. In fact, Rochester was the loca-

prides itself as a museum offering “art too bad

real bread winners.

tion of the fifth largest robbery in U.S history.

to ignore.” There have been two separate cases

On January 5, 1993, three thieves with ties to

of theft from the museum. Notably, in 2004, Re-

In the past half-century, the concept of heists

where, art theft can occur even in the most un-

has taken off in film, and a slew of movies

the Irish Republican Army — including a priest

becca Harris’s “Self Portrait as a Bird” was stolen

have emerged. These draw momentum from

— subdued guards at a Brink’s armored car de-

from the museum for a $10 ransom. However,

the fast-paced nature, high tech gadgetry, and

pot and made off with $7.4 million dollars. The

the thief forgot to mention a drop-off location

adrenaline rush often associated with heists.

heist was incredibly planned with nine months

for the ransom, and eventually returned the

However, many heists don’t fit this Hollywood-

of surveillance, and inside help from security

painting along with $10. In order to deal with

friendly mold, either out of simplicity or sheer

guard Thomas O’Connor. The honeymoon end-

cases of theft, the museum has installed a fake

bizarreness.

ed when the thieves were later apprehended in

security camera, jokingly asserting this will

mid-1993, after seeking refuge both in Rochester

keep their collection more secure.

OCCAM’S RAZOR

and New York City.

EVEN WITH HEISTS, sometimes the simplest

Many cases of heists go unsolved. Oftentimes,
movies make us forget the reality of crime.

solution really is the best. Oddly enough, that’s

The Great Guinness Heist

We begin to identify with the human aspects

the case with the largest casino heist to ever

IN NOVEMBER 2007, a thief stole a trailer con-

of the actors in movies, which lead us to root

hit Las Vegas. In 1992, Bill Brennan, a cashier

taining nearly a quarter million dollars worth of

for them and their mission to steal. In real life,

at the Stardust Casino, walked out on a lunch

beer from a Guinness factory in Ireland, consist-

aside from the Bad Art Capers, there are very few

break with only a backpack. Inside the bag was

ing of kegs of Guinness, Budweiser and Carls-

happy endings for the perpetrators and victims

$500,000. No g immicks, no tricks. Brennan

berg beers. The largest beer heist to ever occur

of criminal activity.

even walked past security guards on his way

at the factory, the thief merely hooked a truck to

It’s been nearly twenty years since the Gard-

out. Currently, he is still at large, and the money

the trailer and drove away. The trailer was later

ner Heist, and little helpful evidence has shown

has never been recovered.

discovered. It was empty.

up. The statute of limitations to charge anyone
with the crime has passed, and the criminals

Just Like Fiction

Trying Science

can no longer be prosecuted, even if they are

ALTHOUGH MANY CASES the above example,

IN THE LATE 1970s, two physics graduate stu-

found. Yet, instead of pushing for prosecu-

there are a handful of cases that reach a level

dents from the University of California at Santa

tion, the museum has been hoping to recover

of complexity and precision usually reserved

Cruz attempted what just may be one of the

the paintings, offering a $5 million reward for

for thieves in film. One such case occurred in

weirdest casino heists of all time. Using modi-

information leading to their recovery. The af-

Antwerp, Belgium in what has become known

fied shoes containing a simple computer, they

termath is an ugly truth of heists that doesn’t

managed to cheat the system, scoring massive

often make the translation to film. Someday, the

as the largest diamond heist of all time.
In February 2003, Leonardo Notarbatolo led a

payouts at roulette. Standing next to the rou-

paintings may be discovered, but until that time,

team of Italian thieves to break into a vault in

lette, one thief would use his shoes to disrupt

13 frames within the museum lie empty.

the Antwerp Diamond Center. Their task was

the spin of the roulette wheel. Through a series

nearly impossible — penetrate 10 layers of se-

of electrical signals, the other would receive in-

curity including seismic, magnetic and heat

formation on how to bet.

sensors to enter the center’s vault. Planning
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However, for all the ingenuity, the plan had

by Alex Rogala
illustration by Jamie Douglas
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RIT VS. U OF R:
BACK TO BACK
BASKETBALL

by Sam McCord | photograph by Ashley Conti

There was no shortage of Tiger fans in attendance

momentum when they needed it most and

minute roster adjustments. Thanks to a deftly

on December 2, when parents and students

scored an astonishing 14 points within the next

efficient Tiger offense, Rochester was forced into

alike were treated to a pulse-raising basketball

five minutes, pulling ahead as time drained

desperate heel-nipping to stay in the game. With

double feature between RIT and the University

from the clock. RIT tried desperately to maintain

five minutes left on the clock for the first half, U

of Rochester. The lady Tigers were the first to

this lead up until the last minute of the game,

of R picked up the pace, scoring 10 points while

square off against the formidable Yellow jackets

but unfortunately, a Yellowjacket grabbed an

managing to keep RIT at a lowly two. The half

at 6 p.m., followed by the men at 8 p.m. Speakers

offensive rebound and sank a three-pointer.

wound to a close with a score of 33-24 in favor of

bumped throughout the night while the RIT

The sound of nervous teeth grinding and

Tigers.

cheerleaders boosted morale from the sidelines.

nail-biting penetrated the crowd as U of R

RIT’s unofficial makeshift mascot dubbed

stepped to the line and extended their lead.

fought back against the anxious Rochester

“Orange Man” even made an appearance to mock

The Yellowjackets missed their second free-

Yellowjackets, opening up with a swift and

the refs and perform all sorts of shenanigans,

throw, and with the crowd’s fingers crossed, RIT

furious 14 point lead including a few sweet

much to the delight of those in the stands. All

rebounding woes continued. The game wasn’t

jumpers from at least a few steps outside

of this made for one spectacular night to be a

yet out of their grasp, but nerves were clearly

the three. This streak came to a close with

Rochester sport fan.

a problem when what could’ve been a game

15 minutes left in the game and 45-31 on the

winning shot fell short, leaving the RIT fans in

scoreboard.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

the crowd with a bad taste in their mouth. A final

RIT came out fighting, leaving no doubt in any

score of 70-68 gives RIT a 3-2 record.

spectator’s mind that both of these teams came

RIT, not content to see their lead slowly erased,

The crowd would’ve thought they were having
déjà vu because Rochester powered through
for another short streak when they outscored

to play. Though their records weren’t necessarily

MEN’S BASKETBALL

RIT with another 14-point run. Anxious not to

similar, it soon became clear that the Lady Tigers’

When it comes to showmanship, RIT Men’s

be outdone, RIT once again picked it up to cut

strong suit was their shooting, sinking 50 percent

Basketball team never fails to disappoint. Not

the Yellowjacket’s momentum short with an

of their first half field goals. Although their free-

only does their energy warming up synchronize

impressive three-pointer, leaving the score 61-55.

throw performance wasn’t too promising in the

almost perfectly with the hip hop blasted over

beginning, they slowly compensated over the

the speakers, but one can always expect these

dropped a lucky few field goals to keep the

course of the game, ending their free throw total

athletes to deliver well-played, entertaining

Tigers on their toes. In a stunning play, third

with a respectable 10/13 while the Yellowjackets

basketball.

year Anthony Terry went up for a layup, trying

were only 11/23 from the line.
The Tigers’ teamwork and grasp on

Right from the tip off, the Tigers had incredible

With less than a minute left to play, U of R

to sentence U of R to their first season loss.

rebounds and placed constant pressure on the

Gasps were heard from the crowd as the layup

fundamentals were their best assets, constantly

unsuspecting U of R offense. It was almost unfair

barely missed the hoop and fell into Yellowjacket

hammering away at U of R’s solid-yet-vulnerable

how huge RIT looked when they were pulling

possession. U of R charged down the court only

defense. Any seasoned basketball player will tell

down nearly every rebound off of either hoop. On

to have the ball stolen again by third year Nate

you that the key to coming out on top is pulling

offense, RIT was, in a word, efficient, sinking their

Korinchak. Unfortunately, a promising fast

down offensive rebounds, but this was just a

early long range shots.

break was cut short by a blatant and violent

battle that RIT couldn’t quite win against U of R’s
large and intimidating defense.
The final minutes of the game were quite

U of R eventually found their footing and
battled back. At this time, RIT began to get a

Yellowjacket foul.
Korinchak sank both free-throws in a

little sloppy with their fouls, accumulating

professional manner and sealed Rochester’s first

possibly the most exciting of the night. RIT,

several within a very short amount of time and

season loss with a final score of 63-58. This win

behind by 10 points (64-54), gained a bout of

prompting Coach Bob McVean to make a few last

gives Men’s Basketball a record of 2-2.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

THE DON RICHARDS TOURNAMENT
photographs by Chris Langer
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1.

Members of the RIT swimming team cheer on

2.

5.

Bryan Minicucci races in the Men’s 100 yard Breaststroke.

3.

Phil Baretela, assistant coach, explains freestyle

4.

Brittany Schlunt swims as part of her

Caitlyn Burr, senior, in the Women’s 200 yard

swimming technique to Rachel Redfearn, freshman

relay team of four in the 200 yard Women’s

Butterf ly.

on the RIT Swimming team.

Freestyle Relay.

5.

Third year Casey Burns swims in the
Men’s 100 yard Butterf ly.
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Reviews: Online Shopping f
or
by Leanne Cushing

With the holidays upon us, it’s
that time of the year to buy
friends and family presents. And
that special someone is probably
hoping for more than a kiss
under the mistletoe. Speaking
from experience, it can be pretty
tough finding that perfect gift.
It has to be thoughtful and/or fit
their personality, and creativity
is always a plus. So, here’s a
short website list to maybe assist
in those holiday gift toils.

Find Gift - http://
findgift.com
Find Gift is a good
website for when you’re

with all sorts of cute and creative things.

be just the thing, pending on the guy. The

than their Chinese rival but also tend to cost

items are separated and organized well.

a few dollars more.
Rating: 9/10
When you select Buy from the top menu, the
webpage you’re brought to has a variety of ways

website, it asks whom

to find gifts using color, rating, geolocator and

you’re shopping for,

editor’s picks. There are some other options

kicking back in, you may not have as much

what their relationship

such as a Gift Guide and a collections section

time with your loved one as you’d like. Your

to you is, and how old

that lets you see who likes what and why they

minutes can be precious, but, when set

they are. A slew of

like it (which may be useful - just click refresh

aside for your relationship, can also be very

gadgets, comforts, and

for random user generation).

thoughtful.

clothes appear on page
ranging in personal
taste and price.

Hand knit hats and gloves for the bitter

OpenTable is an online restaurant

Rochester cold, beautiful glass jewelry, and

reservation service for many upscale

woodworking or random desk accessories

restaurants. You can go through the search

On an initial search

tend to be good choices. One of the better

to find the restaurants in Rochester (or

for a boyfriend ranging

things about this site is that each item is

where ever you may be for the holidays) and

from 21-24 years old,

unique which makes it impossible to get

select a restaurant. There is a basic rating

the search yielded a

duplicate gifts.

and price listing when you initially check for

and accessories, beer glasses, a collegiate

availability. For the Rochester area, Reporter
The only concern with Etsy is if you buy a

recommends Black & Blue, which is a nice,

product, it is at the seller’s leisure to send it to

semi-casual restaurant with a beautiful

search for a girlfriend ranging from 21-24

you, which makes it a hard website to use if

atmosphere. Sometimes the best gift is just

During the holidays, who doesn’t love

years old produced more sexual accessories,

you’ve been procrastinating buying a present.

good food, company and conversation.

indulging in sweets? Cheryl & Company

lingerie, picture frames, clothes and jewelry.
Rating: 8.5/10

specializes in cookies and other traditional
treats. Most come in cutesy holiday cookie

the present being slightly more pricey

making them less time sensitive.

compared with other online stores. This is
due to the fact that it’s just a search engine
for other sites, but, nonetheless, worth a try.

saving some cash: Usually there is a variety
of coupon codes to type in the checkout

RELATIONSHIP: 1+ YEARS
Tiffany & Co - http://tiffany.com
If you’ve had a girlfriend for over a year,
you’ll probably know whether or not she

Rating: 6/10

section to get you $10 off or free shipping.

hates jewelry. If she doesn’t, Tiffany & Co
for necklaces, earrings and bracelets is

This writer suggests their peppermint and

Etsy - http://etsy.com

obvious choice. They’re pretty steep in price

mint frosted cookies.

Right after Thanksgiving, schools and

but incredibly reputable. Their silverwork

Rating: 9/10

Rating: 8/10

It may not be the perfect place to purchase

tins and each are individually wrapped

A quick Google search can also assist in

Leisure | 12.11.09

With the holiday season and the quarter

snuggie, and random gift boxes. A similar
Cheryl & Co - http://cherylandco.com

24

OpenTable - http://opentable.com

Upon entering the

variety of sexual favors

RELATIONSHIP: 0-12 MONTHS

There is a “His” section as well, which may

Handmade items tend to be more durable

completely clueless as
to what to get someone.

Couples

churches tend to have holiday craft fairs.

tends to be less expensive and doesn’t look

Etsy is basically an online craft and art site

too mature for college students to wear.
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WORD
ON THE STREET
BRAND NEW
COMMUNITY!
BRAND NEW
APARTMENTS!

WHAT IS THE BEST THING YOU
HAVE EVER STOLEN?
photographs by Alexandra Artusio-Glimpse

1

1

5

NOW LEASING FOR
FALL 2010!

2

6

THE PROVINCE

CANDY FROM THE
WEGMAN’S BULK
SECTION ... AS A
CHILD.
Karla Hatfield

Julie Ducharme
Biomedical Photography

Third Year

Fourth Year

THIS 160LB.
CONCRETE JOCKEY.
I COULDN’T HAVE
DONE IT WITHOUT MY
FRIEND, TENNESSEE
JACK.
Technology
Third Year

3

220 JOHN ST. | ROCHESTER, NY 14623 | 585.427.7777

LIVETHEPROVINCE.COM

Photographic Tech.

3

• INDIVIDUAL LEASES

• 8,000 SQ FT CLUBHOUSE

Third Year

Imaging and

• PRIVATE BEDROOMS
WITH PRIVATE BATHS

• SHUTTLE TO CAMPUS AND
ON-SITE PARKING

Mike Peartree

Andrew M. Nash

• STUDIOS, 1, 3 & 4
BEDROOMS AVAILABLE

• FULLY FURNISHED

THIS WHEELCHAIR,
BUT THAT’S NOTHING
COMPARED TO THE
PIZZA TRUCK MY
DRUNKEN BROTHERIN-LAW STOLE...
Undeclared

MATERIALS FROM A
CONSTRUCTION SITE
FOR A TREBUCHET.

First Year

START THIS NEW YEAR WITH
A GREAT NEW PLACE!

6

Mechanical Engineering
2

I STOLE A RUBBER
BAND FROM
WALMART AND FELT
GUILTY FOR A WEEK.

Imaging Science

Christopher Brietfeller

STUDENT HOUSING
NEAR ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

• CONVENIENT WALKING
DISTANCE TO CAMPUS

5

4

ME AND NEIGHBOR
KIDS STOLE
COCONUTS FROM THE
NEIGHBOR’S TREE.
NEIGHBOR ALWAYS
COMPLAINED ‘I NEVER
HAVE COCONUTS!’

7

CASPER THE VHS
TAPE FROM MY
NEIGHBOR WHEN I
WAS 6 OR 7. I STILL
HAVE IT.
Dan Mansen
Imaging and
Photographic
Technology
First Year

Dien Nguyen
4

Imaging Science
Fourth Year
7

• MOVIE THEATER
• STATE-OF-THE-ART FITNESS
CENTER
• RESORT STYLE POOL
• GAMING ROOM & GAME TABLES
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To Buy or Not to Buy

THE POLANSKI
PROBLEM

In August 1977, Polish director

assaulting her. The United

carry out his sentence behind

identification papers to the Swiss

heinous, worldwide debate arises

Roman Polanski fled the United

States government is currently

American bars. As of December

police.

as we are forced to ask ourselves:

States to avoid facing jail time

demanding that Swiss Police

6, he, his wife and two children

after pleading guilty to having

extradite the acclaimed director

refuse to leave their chalet,

public eye, one can’t help but feel

or even watch movies that were

of such films as “The Pianist” and

exchanging house arrest for jail

conflicted regarding how this

directed by a confessed child-

time after surrendering $4.5

event is being handled. Though

rapist?

million in bail and any and all

everyone understands that rape is

unlawful sex with a minor in his
Los Angeles home, drugging her
with quaaludes, and sexually

“Chinatown”, from his home in
Gstaad, Switzerland in order to

With the case back in the

is it ethical to buy, rent, enjoy,

| illustrations by Jamie Douglas

AGAINST

| by Rachel Hart

Although Polanski’s accomplishments as an
artist are undeniable, his danger to society as
an untreated sexual offender cannot be ignored.
The U.S. Department of Justice released a
statistic stating, “Sex offenders were about four
times more likely than non-sex offenders to be
arrested for another sex crime.” Although the
reoccurrence rates of crime such as car theft are
increasingly common, the devastation factor of
the crime is much higher for sexually abused
children then that of recently robbed car owners.
Polanski is a great artist; his work seems to
touch and shake the collective psyche of his
viewers. He is a man that understands pain and

more than likely wants to put the awful event

continues to make movies and money. This is all

sadness at an extreme level. Despite all this, he is

behind her.

thanks to his many devoted fans who apparently

inevitably a criminal. He confessed to “destroying
the life” of a 13-year-old girl and fled to avoid
responsibility for it. To support his movies is to
support his cowardice over the terrible things
that he has done. Put yourself in the place of the

TO SUPPORT HIS MOVIES IS TO SUPPORT
HIS COWARDICE OVER THE TERRIBLE
THINGS THAT HE HAS DONE.

parents of a young Samantha Geimer. As your
daughter recovers from an awful act that will
define her for the early part of her life, Polanski

It seems that these days, crime cannot stay
contained in Hollywood. On February 9, 2009,

find his art so significant that his reprehensible

FOR

| by Laura Mandanas

acts warrant justification.
For upwards of thirty years, revered filmmaker

Here’s the thing: Bad people don’t

behaviors that we support, some of whom do

don’t necessarily make good art. For example,

not. All of them are inevitably on a payroll. Is

let’s say the long lost solo pop album of

it reasonable to expect consumers to research

Mother Teresa suddenly pops up on the

the personal lives of every director, producer,
actor, costume designer, foley artist, lighting

Is it possible to separate a work of art from

market. As far as we know, she has never had

Roman Polanski has been on the lam from US

the artist who created it? From a consumer

an inappropriate sexual relationship with a

technician, and so on, before putting down $15

authorities, traveling only to countries that have

standpoint, this is the root of the Polanski

child. Beyond that, she was what everyone

on a DVD? Even if we were to figure all of that

a low likelihood of extraditing him.

problem. Or in the hip hop arena, the Chris

understands to be a pretty actively good

out every single time, it’s difficult to say what

Brown problem. Or in classical music, the

person; we’re talking enlightenment, here.

percentage of profits will wind up in any given

Richard Wagner problem. Assuming we do

So do we expect Mother Teresa’s singing

director’s pocket, let alone all the other people

Polanski was finally caught on September 26,
2009 while attending a film festival to collect an

continues to make movies and live a life of

Chris Brown violently beat his girlfriend and

award in Switzerland. Swiss police, at the request

not endorse pedophilia, domestic violence, or

abilities to blow Michael

freedom and enjoyment. Where do you believe

well-known singer Rihanna. Brown reportedly

of Los Angeles authorities, took him in. After

anti-semitism, can we still in good conscience

Jackson’s work out of the

the justice lies?

put her in a headlock and punched her several

posting his $4.5 million bail, Polanski now rests

appreciate the artistic work of a pedophile,

water? Well, probably not.

Samantha Geimer, the victim, publicly forgave

people involved — some of whom exhibit

necessarily make bad art, just as good people

with creative input on the

THE ASSHOLE IS SEPARATE
FROM THE ART.

times, causing massive bruising and facial

comfortably in his home. While Switzerland

perpetrator of domestic violence, or anti-

It just doesn’t work that

Polanski in 1997. In the New York Daily News

damage. Finally, he began to strangle her, pulling

decides on the terms of the extradition, it

semite? I say yes. The asshole is separate from

way. Art may be reflective

she is quoted as saying, “I have survived, indeed

his arm tighter and tighter as Rihanna tried

appears as if Polanski will not be serving real jail

the art.

of certain aspects of its creators but doesn’t

prevailed, against whatever harm Mr. Polanski

to fight him off. Rihanna survived the attack

time anytime soon.

may have caused me as a child.” At first, this

and immediately pressed charges. The music

Polanski’s next steps should be to come forth

Don’t get me wrong: I’m fully in support
of bringing lowlife Polanski to justice. Child

film. How far down the line
can we go before a boycott
becomes meaningless?
In modern day Hollywood,

studios are the ones who end up with most of

define them in the end. As such, it ought to

the money when a film succeeds. Spending

be judged by its own merits.

money on a film is not a vote for a particular

may seem good reason to give Polanski a break,

industry was in an uproar, leading many fans to

and deliver a statement that would define him as

rapists belong in prison – not to mention

If we universally accept Polanski’s films

as even the victim has forgiven him. Geimer’s

swear off supporting Chris Brown’s musicianship.

compassionate to his peers. Thanks to his many

that it’s illegal to jump bail and evade the

as brilliant works of art — and he’s won an

Understanding that Roman Polanski raped and

supporters and fans, he, as of yet, has no reason

authorities for three decades. The idea that

Oscar for best director, so it’s safe to say

in the future. If we want to fight rape, surely

abused a 13-year-old girl, it seems no stretch

too. Every time a devoted fan buys a ticket to

hundreds of celebrities are signing a petition

that there are a few people who would agree

there must be a better way to do so than by
not watching Polanski’s films.

motives were most likely not to simply free
Polanski of any responsibility, but to try and
live a more normal life free of media scrutiny.

to believe that this same kind of uproar would

one of Polanski’s films, they are supporting the

demanding his release makes me physically

with that assessment — this is irrelevant to

Besides this, Geimer was 45 when she made this

follow such an incident; strangely, there was

escaped punishment of a rapist. That is a price

ill. But am I taking his movies off my Netflix

our feelings on fugitive child rapists. In the

statement. After much therapy and time, Geimer

no discernible public reaction. Today, Polanski

people need to be unwilling to pay.

queue? No way.

creation of a Hollywood film, there are many
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artist’s lifestyle; it’s a vote for the type of films
that will receive funding from the studios

Appreciate the art, and condemn the crime.
Simple as that.
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REPORTER

Now Hiring Online Production Manager
Must have knowledge of HTML, PHP, MySQL, Java
Script, CSS and web design knowledge.
Prior web development experience preferred.
To apply, email reporter@rit.edu.

RIT RINGS
585.672.4840
compiled by Amanda Szczepanski and Moe Sedlak illustration by Stu Barnes
All messages subject to editing and truncation. Not all messages will be run.

REPORTER reserves the right to publish all messages in any format.

THURSDAY, 6:34 P.M.

TELL ALL THE FEMALES WHO DON’T WANT TO
BE SINGLE TO BE ON THE LOOK OUT FOR ME
AND MY “BABY MAKER.”
FRIDAY, 10:11 A.M.

THURSDAY, 7:57 P.M

WEDNESDAY, 6:09 P.M.

Thanks to you Rings,
me and Margaret
Thatcher are now
together and make
sweet sweet love all
the time. Thank you!

Rings... a SEAGULL just flew into the back of my head near
the College of Business building. I was late to class, so
thank god no one saw. It just made a noise and flew away.
SUNDAY, 3:23 A.M.

So, I’m sitting at home in Jersey
thinking about how a turkey would
taste stuffed with garbage plate.

SUNDAY, 1:01 A.M.

I GAVE THIS
GIRL MY
PHONE
NUMBER IN
BINARY; SHE
FIGURED
IT OUT AND
TEXTED
ME TODAY.
I THINK I
FOUND MY
SOUL MATE.

Yo [Reese’s Pieces]
totally hollers back FYI.
SATURDAY, 9:56 P.M.

HEY RINGS, I CAN’T WAIT TO
MOVE INTO THE PROVINCE
AFTER THEY’RE FINISHED
WITH CONSTRUCTION.
ACCORDING TO THE ADS I
KEEP SEEING, IT’S GOING
TO BE FILLED WITH SEXY
GIRLS ROLLING AROUND IN
UGLY VECTOR GRAPHICS.

SATURDAY, 3:56 P.M.
Alright Rings, I’ve
this great idea
for a holiday —
we’re calling it
“Bakesgiving.” What
you’re gonna do is
get all your friends
together, right, and
you’re just gonna bake
a lot. Alright, I’m
talking all kinds of
baking. You’re gonna
bake some bread;
you’re gonna bake
brownies; and, you’re
also gonna bake on
some [oregano] too.

MONDAY, 3:16 P.M.

NOW COMING: DESTLER’S CASTLE! NOW
BEHIND CROSSROADS! SO GATHER YOUR
PITCHFORKS, JOIN FORCES, AND PILLAGE HIS
VILLAGE BEFORE HIS TYRANT
WAYS COMMETH!
WEDNESDAY, 8:43 P.M.

Sometimes, I forget that we’re on a deaf campus, and I’m like “why
is everyone so quiet?!”
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The Center For Campus Life, the College of Liberal Arts
and Alumni Relations Present

Music for the Holidays

Featuring

Performances by ensembles from the
RIT Music Program
and the RIT Gospel Ensemble

Ingle Auditorium
Student Alumni Union

Saturday,
December 12th
7:30pm

$2 Dollar Donation benefiting the

Alfred L. Davis Endowed Music Fund
and the New Campus Center

