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SOMETHING GREATER

While on my way to the REPORTER office last Saturday, I received a call from an old friend. We had previously 
parted ways at 15, following a rather anticlimactic argument involving the music of Neil Young. Although 
we reconnected briefly during high school, we never exactly rekindled that friendship. It was a shock to the 
system, and, unsure of what to expect, I let the call transfer to voicemail.

 However, the whole situation made me think about communication. Specifically, I’m fascinated by the 
inner workings of language. Whether spoken, signed or read, each language has its own intricacies and 
nuances. In each sentence there are words; in each word there are letters. These parts, however small, unite to 
form the basis of something greater.

 It’s the same thing as sports: A group of players, each with their own unique set of duties, unite to tackle 
a common goal.    

 Aside from a passing obsession with racquetball this past winter, I know very little about sports. I can 
barely play soccer; I can only imagine what it’s like to be a part of athletic team, working towards that goal. I 
can imagine even less what it must be like to be the only deaf member of such a team.

 With this week’s subfeature (See “Everyone Loves a Crowd: Recognizing Deaf Athletes” on page 20.), 
I couldn’t help but notice this convergence between communication and sport. While many of one deaf 
athlete’s teammates initially appeared apprehensive of his involvement on the team, they grew to not only 
accept, but embrace him. And in doing so, they achieved something truly great: bridging one of these gaps. 

Last Saturday morning, I stood staring at my phone. Finally, unable to wonder any longer, I called my 
voicemail. On the other end was a rustling noise, a muffled voice and then dead air. For all the thought this 
call had sparked, it was merely a pocket dial. Looking back at my phone in bewilderment, I began to laugh.

cover photograph by Katie Thompson

 

Alex Rogala 
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Recently honored with the title of Ms. RIT, Angel Broadway graces the stage at the Gender Bender Masquerade Ball on Friday, April 22.
| photograph by Kyle Jackson



by Michelle Spoto 

On April 19, Stephen Kelly, a fourth year 
Illustration major, received a notification from 
his instructor stating that his work was being 
removed from the senior illustration art show, 
a day after it opened. Citing objectionable 
content, Bausch & Lomb’s Geisel Gallery 
took down a total of seven student pieces. 
These works included a range of subjects from 
cigarettes to sexuality.

In past years, the show was held at Gallery r; 
but this year, with Gallery r in the process of 
relocating, the show was moved to the Geisel 
Gallery. Gallery r, however, facilitated in the 
planning and set up of the show.

The removal of the art appears to be a 
miscommunication between Gallery r, the 
event organizers, RIT and the Geisel Gallery. 
As Arthur Wang, a fourth year Illustration 
major, put it, “We didn’t ask what was 
appropriate, and Bausch & Lomb didn’t tell us 
what was appropriate.”

The  was unavailable for comment. 
According to Wang, the gallery is open to the 

public, making it likely that Bausch & Lomb 
did not want to take any chances of tarnishing 
their image. 

Wang had several submissions removed from 
the show, including an illustration depicting 
the back of a woman, which was to be used 
in the gallery’s promotional poster. A piece 

depicting a cowboy robbing a bank with a 
gun and another showing a cartoon character 
smoking a cigarette were also removed. While 
he’s displeased that his work was removed, 
Wang doesn’t blame the gallery. “Censorship 
sounds like a pretty hard word. I understand 
where [the owners] are coming from.”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Wang, the worst part of the situation was 
finding out his art wasn’t going to be in the  
show on the day it was scheduled to be hung. 
“We got all of our work framed. Mine cost 
somewhere from 130 to 150 dollars,” he said.

Kelly’s piece, depicting a silhouette of a 
man beating an old woman with a cane, was 
removed from the show. Kelly, however, wasn’t 
aware that his work was removed until after it 
was scheduled to be showed. He said, “I can 
see why people are outraged, but I understand 
why they [removed the art]. Still, it would have 
been nice to get some warning ahead of time 

or a formal notice.” Kelly didn’t receive any 
indication from Bausch & Lomb that his piece 
was being excluded; the only official notice he 
received was from his professor. 

Joanna Eberts, a fourth year Illustration 
major, is spearheading a movement to 
showcase student work at a separate gallery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The alternative gallery showing is scheduled 
to open May 6, the weekend after the April 
29 illustration art show closing reception. 
The show will feature the removed artwork 
from the senior illustration show as well as 
pieces from other RIT students and alumni. 
It will be held at the Hungerford Gallery in 
downtown Rochester.  

Editor’s Note: Stephen Kelly and Joanna Eberts 
are illustrators currently employed by REPORTER.
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DANCE IN THE DARK 

AUDIO INFLUX W/ FILTHY FUNK 

LIFE THROUGH THE LENS 

OPEN MIC NIGHT 

“GUYS AND DOLLS”

GEORGE DUBINSKY’S MFA   
THESIS EXHIBITION

COLOSSAL DINOSAURS 

Ellingson/Peterson/SDC Quad. 10 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Cost: Free 

Lovin’ Cup. 9 p.m. 
Cost: $7; $5 with student ID. 

Link Gallery, City Hall, 30 Church St. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Cost: Free

Lovin’ Cup. 9 p.m. 
Cost: Free 

Robert F. Panara Theatre, LBJ 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Cost: $5 for students; $7 for faculty and staff. 

Bevier Gallery, BOO. 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Cost: Free 

RMSC, 657 East Ave. 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Cost: $12 for adults; 
$11 for seniors and college students; $10 for 18 and under. 

DJ Whirlin’ blasts music as you dance under the 
glow of black lights. The first 300 people receive a 
free T-shirt and highlighter. Have fun as you graffiti 
your friends’ shirts. 

Two bands, Filthy Funk and AudioInflux, team up to 
bring you music you will enjoy. Get a first listen of 
their new material. 

Enjoy a day of photography and writing by Studio 
678, the Wilson Academy Photo Club program of the 
Community Darkroom at the Genesee Center for the 
Arts and Education. 

Love performing in front of crowds? Think you have 
a good voice? Well, get your friends, come on down 
and give it a try. 

Head to the opening night of “Guys and Dolls.” 
Performed in ASL by deaf actors and spoken 
by hearing actors, it is a love story to be 
enjoyed by all. 

George Dubinsky, a woodworking instructor at RIT, 
shows off his creative talent in furniture design. 

See a T-Rex brought to life.  Using the latest 
computer technology, you will be able to enjoy 
an afternoon with these magnificent creatures. 
Contact Debra Jacobson for more information.  
Cost: $12 for adults; $11 for seniors and college 
students; $10 for people 18 and under. 

F R I D A Y

S AT UR D AY

M O N D A Y

T U E S D A Y

T HURSD AY

WEDNESDAY

S U N D A Y

compiled by Michael Roppolo 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
 by James Arn

BEYOND THE BRICKS
compiled by Adam Watts | illustration by Amber Gartung

The results of the 2011 – 2012 SG election were announced 
at the meeting. Incumbent Greg Pollock was re-elected along 
with vice-presidential running mate Phil Amsler. With 57.8 
percent of the vote, Pollock and Amsler held a commanding 
lead over opposing candidates Dave Mullaney and Chris Scott.

Bobby Watson, director of services, gave a brief presentation to the 
Senate on Friday, April 22, regarding a recent student survey conducted 
to help address concerns with the implementation of the new student 
information system. According to the survey, the biggest problem with 
the current system is the schedule planning process. Watson says that 
the GeneSIS team is already working to improve that system by adding 
the ability to search for classes by time slot.

Vice President Dave Mullaney added that Oracle — the company 
developing GeneSIS — has its own degree auditing software. 
Mullaney also stated that the current Tiger Tracks auditing system 
would be retired. 

GeneSIS UPDATE

SG ELECTION RESULTS

The full list of election results can be found at http://vote.rit.edu.

Greg Pollock and Phil Amsler  - 57.8% (1,737 Votes)
Dave Mullaney and Chris Scott – 39.8% (1,196 Votes)
Batman (Write-in) – 0.27% (8 Votes)
Other Write-in Candidates – 2.13% (64 Votes)

The Hungarian Parliament passed a new constitution April 18, despite 
concerns from the European Union and the United Nations about 
the lack of checks and balances between the executive and legislative 
branches. The center-right majority party, Fidesz, was the only party 
that took part in the 262-44 vote, with remaining parties choosing to 
boycott. Socialist and liberal parties were dissatisfied with the contents 
of the new constitution, as well as how it was drafted.  These parties 
withdrew from a commission established to draft the first written 
constitution in Hungary’s history. Despite insistence from Fidesz to stay 
in the commission, the Socialists and liberals declined, saying that they 
would not have been listened to even if they had stayed on.

SYRIAN CITY UNDER LOCKDOWN
The Syrian army has put the city of Homs on lockdown. Three rings of 
checkpoints now surround the city, where thousands of protestors had 
gathered on the evening of Monday, April 18. Men in civilian clothing 
opened fire on anti-government protesters early the next morning. 
Normal security forces used lethal force and tear gas to quell the protests 
that continued throughout the week. The Syrian Interior Ministry has 
declared that the nation is facing an “armed insurrection.”

MICROSOFT EMBROILED IN LAWSUIT
Microsoft headed to the Supreme Court Monday, April 18, to continue 
its legal battle against i4i. A small Toronto-based tech company, i4i 
initially sued Microsoft for patent infringement in 2007, claiming 
Microsoft included its improved XML editing method in Word 2003 
and 2007. Microsoft argues that the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
should not have granted i4i the patent on the basis that i4i’s product 
was on the market for more than a year before the patent was sought, 
putting it past the deadline for patent application. However a patent, 
once granted, is expected to be valid and hard to revoke. In a 2009 
ruling, a Texas jury ordered Microsoft to pay $200 million to i4i. An 
appeal by Microsoft led a district court judge to increase that to $290 
million. Now, the case sits before the Supreme Court.

FBI SEIZES ONLINE POKER COMPANIES
Online poker companies PokerStars, Full Tilt Poker and Absolute Poker 
are being charged by the FBI with fraud, money laundering and running 
illegal casinos. Bank accounts of some individual players were frozen, 
preventing them from accessing any money held by the companies. 
About 76 accounts in 14 different countries were frozen. The companies, 
based in Isle of Man, Ireland, and Costa Rica, have been accused of 
circumventing federal laws and tricking banks into breaking a 2006 law 
barring them from processing payments for offshore gambling websites. 
Several of the sites displayed messages informing visitors that the FBI 
had seized the domains.

LEAD OPPOSITION FIGURE IN  
UGANDA ARRESTED
Former Ugandan presidential candidate Kizza Besigye was arrested 
April 18 and charged with inciting violence as the third day of “Walk to 
Work” protests ended as security forces shot tear gas and rubber bullets 
into crowds. Besigye, whose arm had been injured after he was shot 
with a rubber bullet by military police the week before, was dragged 
into the back of a pickup truck by police officers. While there were only 
a few hundred protesters, authorities have responded with remarkable 
force. The marches started when Besigye vowed to walk from his home 
outside Kampala to the center of the city every Monday and Thursday, 
to draw attention to government corruption and out-of-control 
commodity prices.

HUNGARY APPROVES CONSTITUTION
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MYSTERIOUS ME:
A GENDER BENDER MASQUERADE BALL
by Evan Williams | photograph by Neal Danis

RIT’s Angela Johnson and Adam Handen dance at “Mysterious Me: A 
Gender Bender Masquerade Ball” on Friday, April 22.

by Danielle Delp | photograph by William James Ingalls

TEENAGERS: 
The Pinnacle of Human Evolution?

On April 18, Brainbridge visited RIT to present a lecture based on 
his newest novel, “Teenagers: The Pinnacle of Human Evolution.” 
A reproductive biologist and veterinarian, Brainbridge has done 
extensive research in human evolution and development. He 
approaches his work in a unique fashion, factoring both psychology 
and developmental biology into his research. Based on this work, 
he has concluded that the second decade of human life is the most 
important period, and the unique changes that have evolved to occur 
during this phase are largely what have allowed humans to become the 
most intelligent species on the planet.

Brainbridge opened the lecture with an explanation of how he 
became interested in writing about the teenage years. He said that 
his previous work focused on pregnancy and the evolution of the 
human brain, so he wanted to write about another facet of human 
development. Brainbridge was inspired by the changes his daughter 
underwent as she reached her early teens. He noted, “Teenagers do many 
things done by children and many things done by adults.” Their behavior 
serves as a transitional period that mirrors their physical development.

The changes that occur in the human brain around the age of 12 serve 
as the basis for Brainbridge’s argument. During that time, the majority 
of the synapses in the brain created from birth are destroyed; but the 
ability to reason and problem-solve increases dramatically. From here, 
he described just how biologically unique humans are, especially with 
regards to these teenage years. No other species undergoes a second 
phase of rapid growth and development years after the initial growth 

period following birth. This second growth period emerged at roughly 
the time the modern human brain and body structure evolved; 
therefore, Brainbridge feels there must be some kind of correlation 
between the two.

Love and sex were another major focus of Brainbridge’s argument. 
The teenage years are generally when the emotion of romantic love 
begins to appear in humans. While not physically mature, teens 
begin to feel the urge to perform reproductive activity. Biologically, 
this is very strange because it creates the possibility of competition 
for developmental nutrients between a young mother and her baby. 
However, Brainbridge feels that this unusually early sexual maturity 
was necessary when modern humans evolved to ensure survival of 
the species.

The lecture concluded with a discussion session. When asked 
how his research affected his view of his daughter’s development, 
Brainbridge stated that it really hasn’t changed his views as a parent. 
More than anything else, his work made him realize that he shouldn’t 
get angry when his daughter alienates herself from him during her 
teenage years. Brainbridge noted that adults and teenagers find each 
other irritating, but there really isn’t anything to be done about it. 
Adults and teenagers simply have “incompatible brain types that can 
never coexist.” However, the unusual changes during the teenage years 
serve a necessary bridge between childhood and adulthood and must 
be accepted, even at their worst.

Many would not consider the teenage years to be the 
peak of human evolution. After all, teenagers are largely 
considered nothing more than an obnoxious nuisance to 
older generations. But Dr. David Brainbridge disagrees. 
He feels that teenagers represent the peak of human 
development and the pathway through which modern 
humans were able to evolve. 

The allure and mystery of the masquerade ball has always made for great 
fantasy. The face hidden behind each mask gives the illusion of danger, 
mystique and intrigue. It’s the perfect theme for a party, where the shawl 
of anonymity liberates each member from inhibition. This type of flair and 
pageantry made it an excellent premise for “Mysterious Me: A Gender 
Bender Masquerade,” sponsored by RIT’s GLBT Center and the Center for 
Women and Gender.

The occupancy of the SAU’s Al Davis Room hovered around 40 for the 
majority of the evening Friday, April 22. The atmosphere was decidedly 
genial as those in attendance socialized at tables decorated with Mardi 
gras-style flair. “DJ Brian” pumped out up-tempo remixes of Top 40 hits 
by the likes of Beyoncè, Lady Gaga and Britney Spears over a dance 
floor that would remain empty for most of the first half of the evening. 
Attendees posed for photos at a bright yellow backdrop along a far wall. 
For those who came without masks, free ones were given out at the door, 
though most people decided to do without. 

The attendees’ attire ranged from business casual to impressive formal 
wear. Those who came dressed to the nines sported three-piece suits or 
brilliant evening dresses. The theme of the masquerade was the “gender 
bender,” a moniker that did not go unnoticed. There were women in 
tuxes and men in dresses, a testament to the safety and community of 
the event. The people here could express themselves in a way that might 
not be as well received as in other areas. 

The evening began with the Lavender Recognition ceremony, which 
acknowledged eight members of RIT’s GLBT community who are 
graduating this spring. Those recognized received certificates and 
kind words from Nadine Hylton, the graduate assistant for the GLBT 
Center and one of the event organizers. Hylton and the other hosts and 
hostesses worked the room well, mingling with every partygoer they 
came across in an attempt to make everyone feel welcome. It seemed to 
work. People became more active, taking advantage of the dance floor 
and the photo booth. Partiers lined up for a buffet-style dinner and ate 
while waiting for the evening’s entertainment to begin.

Performing for the crowd that night were two drag queens, the ever-
popular Samantha Vega and the recently crowned Ms. RIT, Angel 
Broadway. Vega took to the floor first, decked out in a shiny gold 
floor-length dress and a pair of remarkable heels. “Hey bitches!” Vega’s 
greeting drew a series of enthusiastic cheers from the crowd before the 
seemingly natural-born performer broke into a lip-synced rendition of 
Gloria Estefan’s “Words Get in the Way.” The cover was intercut with a 
humorous yet vulgar set of obscenities. Vega would do one more song 
before Broadway came out to perform to Britney Spears’ “Oops!… I Did 
it Again.” The two would each return to perform once more before the 
night was over. 

After the performers, the attendees’ energy seemed to be elevated. 
Folks flocked to the dance floor to partake in group dances like the 

Casper Slide and finally seemed to be having the kind of uninhibited 
fun they had been close to all night. As the clock neared midnight, 
the room began to revert back from a golden carriage to a pumpkin 
as the props and decorations were taken down. The last few 
partygoers then took to the night like a procession of Cinderellas 
and Prince Charmings.  
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OVERSEEN AND OVERHEARD

WORD OF THE WEEK QUOTE

With “Game of Thrones,” HBO delves 
into the epic fantasy world of George R.R. 
Martin’s seven-book series “A Song of Ice 
and Fire.”  The plot revolves around seven 
noble families fighting to gain control of the 
Iron Throne. With a story spanning years 
and featuring dozens of major and minor 
roles, the story is certainly complex. Add a 
world with more political backstabbing than 
you can shake a dagger at, and parsing this 
tale into compelling, hour-long segments 
seems a daunting task. 

So how well did they pull it all off? 
Well, the word “commendably” comes to 
mind. If the first episode is any indicator, 
HBO’s “Game of Thrones” could be for 
TV what “Lord of the Rings” was to film: 
a long, complex, beautiful and oh-so-good 
introduction to the fantasy genre. 

It’s apparent that HBO spared no 
production expenses. The cast is large and 
star-studded (“Lord of the Rings” fans will 
recognize Sean Bean, formerly Boromir, as 
Eddard Stark); and the visuals are impressive, 

convincing and befitting of the story’s epic 
nature. Costumes are meticulously detailed; 
props are well designed and handled; and 
you could make a convincing petting zoo 
from all the animals brought onto the set.

While “Game of Thrones” clearly has all 
the pieces of the epic fantasy puzzle, some 
of them aren’t put together as well as one 
might hope. Fans of the books might notice 
some minor, yet puzzling discrepancies 
between page and screen, especially for 
an adaptation that so closely follows its 
source material. Likewise, the acting, while 
generally excellent, is sometimes overplayed, 
leading some scenes to be less convincing 
than others.

All told, however, “Game of Thrones” is a 
remarkably strong effort. If they can keep the 
story going as strong as it started, they have a 
surefire winner on their hands.

“Game of Thrones” airs Sundays at 9 p.m. 
on HBO.

“GAME OF THRONES”
TV SERIES | FANTASY | HBO
RATING: DIG IT!

by Brendan Cahill

AYL
(also known as...)



“MT. DESOLATION” BY MT. DESOLATION
ALBUM | ALTERNATIVE-COUNTRY | 49 MINS.
RATING: DIG IT!

by Dan Grau of WITR

The embryos of sand tiger sharks are known 
to consume potential siblings while still in the 
womb. While dozens of eggs will be fertilized, the 
strongest embryo will begin to cannibalize the 
others for nourishment during GESTATION.

The longest GESTATION period of any vertebrate 
animal is that of the frilled shark, at a whopping 
42 months or three and a half years. By contrast, 
the gestation period of African ELEPHANTS is a 
measly 22 months.

Floppy Trunk Syndrome is a neurological 
disease that affects ELEPHANTS. Plant diseases or 
heavy metal poisoning are thought to cause the 
syndrome, which causes the lower portion of the 
afflicted elephant’s trunk to suffer from PARALYSIS 
and can lead to atrophy of the trunk.

Botox, the popular cosmetic drug, 
causes temporary PARALYSIS of the muscles 
surrounding the injection site. The drug is 
derived from a protein botunium, a recognized 
toxin that is produced by the same BACTERIA 
that causes botulism.

A colony of BACTERIA is currently thriving 
hundreds of meters beneath an ancient Antarctic 
glacier. The colony, believed to be millions of years 
old, is bright red as a result of a high iron content, 
which led scientists to give it the affectionate 
name of Blood Falls.

by James Arn

“Improvisation is too good to leave to chance.”  
– Paul Simon

lapidary n. – a cutter, polisher, or engraver of 
precious stones usually other than diamonds.

Despite her many beautiful rings, the lapidary’s 
wife pined for one with a sparkling diamond.

Definition taken from http://merriam-webster.com.

Rain, rain, go away,
Come again another day.
Or just leave for good.

“When is the last time you showered?... No, it 
was three or four days ago. Go get in the shower.”  
 
– Male student at Gleason Circle bus stop.

Someone’s getting desperate to sublet his apartment.

REPORTER RECOMMENDS

STREAM OF FACTS
Writing a Letter

With the ubiquity of email, text messaging and 
the rapidly expanding plethora of modern, 
instantaneous means of communication, we are 
letting a beautiful art slip through the cracks 
of our society. The art of letter writing may, by 
decade’s end, be completely lost to us, if it is not 
already. While the most basic technique of letter 
writing is still being taught in grammar schools 
across the country, all of its art — the beauty and 
expressionism that has, for hundreds of years, been 
associated with the act — will soon be lost.

While our modern messaging methods provide 
all of the convenience of the instantaneous 
connection, they also allow us to spew out 
unwashed garbage happens to be floating on the 
tops of our minds and the tips of our tongues. The 
act of putting pen to paper forces us to think about 
what it is we have to say, about whom we’re saying 
it to, and to what end or purpose. So the next 
time you’re about to send off another mindless, 
aloof email, think again; break out a trusty pen, 
fish around for a stamp and give your words the 
thought and respect they deserve.

Mt. Desolation, the side project of Keane 
members  Tim Rice-Oxley and Jesse Quin, 
does not deliver the indie ballads you might 
expect. Right down to the earthy tones of the 
cover art, this is very much an alternative 
country album. Though Rice-Oxley and 
Quin make up the core of the band, they 
also enlist the musical help of members of 
Noah and the Whale; The Killers; Mumford 
& Sons; and The Long Winters. Such a 
lineup is generally cause for hesitation and 
uncertainty as to whether the result will be 
amazing or an utter failure. Thankfully, “Mt. 
Desolation” does not disappoint. The album 
has a sense of grandeur about it, calling you 
to put on your cowboy boots and move out 
west.

The album starts off strong with the 
upbeat, fiddle-filled “Departure,” distinctly 
similar to Simon & Garfunkel’s “Mrs. 
Robinson,” before moving straight into 
the Springsteen-inspired “Annie Ford.” 
On the slower end is the beautiful “State 
of Our Affairs,” a stripped-down skeletal 

structure of a song filled with strings and 
soft percussion.

The album covers a wide range of styles, 
from the foot-stomping, full-on bluegrass 
stylings in “Platform 7” to the classic, Keane-
like “Bitter Pill.” The lyrical content, however, 
is fairly consistent throughout: stories of 
love, loss and melancholy. “Mt. Desolation” 
is by no means a hit sensation. Very calm 
and atmospheric, it is suitable for a dreary 
afternoon. It is a remarkably strong departure 
from the Keane norm that holds on to key 
parts of their alternative-rock background, 
and is well worth a listen.
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Take a Hike:  
A GUIDE TO ROCHESTER’S PARKS
by Vasia Ivanov | photographs by Katie Thompson

For more information on these and other 
Rochester-area parks, visit http://monroecounty.
gov/parks-index.php. 

Ellison Park
East of Route 590 on Blossom Rd.

Located in Penfield, this 447-acre park is a 
hiking paradise. Loaded with woodland trails 
and hills, it’s perfect for both casual strolls 
and intense climbs. A particular highlight, 
Butler’s Gap Trail leads up a steep hill at the 
center of the park, culminating in an overlook 
of the nearby wetlands. The park also features 
a playground, five baseball diamonds, a tennis 
court, a disc-golf course, a rentable cabin, and 
a replica of Fort Schuyler — a small fort that 
visitors can explore. Fishing and canoeing are 
also permitted on Irondequoit Creek.

Highland Park
Corner of Highland Ave. and Goodman Ave.

Known mostly for its abundant flora, the 150-
acre Highland Park is a picturesque nook in 
the town of Brighton. Visitors can take short, 
paved trails around the park, which is full of 
lilacs, magnolias, azaleas and tulips, to name a 
few. After a small climb to the top, visitors are 
treated to a view of the Brighton and Henrietta 
skylines. The park is also home to the Lilac 
Festival, an annual celebration in May that 
features carnival games, food vendors and live 
entertainment. Other notable highlights are 
the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial, the AIDS 
Remembrance Garden, and the Lamberton 
Conservatory — home to a gorgeous collection 
of plants from around the world.

Mendon Ponds Park
Corner of Clover St. and Canal Field Rd.
Pittsford, N.Y., 14534

At a sprawling 2,500 acres, Mendon Ponds 
is Monroe County’s largest park. Full of 
woodlands, wetlands and ponds, Mendon 
Ponds is also known for having several glacially 
created landforms, including a kettle hole 
called the Devil’s Bathtub. Ideal for day trips, 
Mendon Ponds encompasses 30 miles of self-
guided trails with a vast array of surrounding 
wildlife. Visitors can usually stumble on a little-
seen view of one of the many nearby ponds, 
which are great for random adventuring. 
Fishing is permitted, and the park includes 
several rentable lodges and shelters.
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BEHIND
THE
SCENES:
RIT/GALLAUDET SPORTS WEEKENDRIT/GALLAUDET SPORTS WEEKEND
BY JESSICA HANUS

A HISTORY OF RIVALRYA HISTORY OF RIVALRY
An event that happens every other year at RIT had the George H. Clark Gym overflowing with students April 15 

– 17. It keeps deaf and hard-of-hearing students busy and excited for months with preparation and practice, but 

many hearing students don’t even know it exists. This is RIT/Gallaudet Sports Weekend, a competitive weekend 

between deaf students from RIT and Gallaudet University, located in Washington, D.C. All deaf and hard-of-

hearing students registered with NTID, as well as any interpreting majors, are eligible to play.

The event, which started in 1987, was on our turf this time, as RIT holds it every odd-numbered year, and 

Gallaudet every even year. Anthony Maginity, a second year Civil Engineering Technology major and chairperson 

of the RIT/Gallaudet Sports Weekend, said, “[RIT/Gallaudet Sports Weekend] started because both schools wanted 

to have a competition in sports as well as have an event to promote socialization in the Deaf community.”  The 

schools are often considered rivals because of their similarities, but also their differences. “RIT is a bigger school 

and has hearing students. Gallaudet is a smaller school with the majority [being] deaf students,” Maginity said. 

Public Relations Coordinator Jonathan Furman, a fourth year Advertising and Public Relations major , further 

pointed out, “A voice is really frowned upon” in Galludet. “It’s a very different culture down there.” Furman said 

that he grew up attending Deaf high schools and summer camps. “Half of that population goes to RIT and the 

other half goes to Gallaudet,” he said. So when they get together once a year, it’s extremely competitive. However, 

it’s all in good spirit, and many RIT students have friends — or even significant others — who attend Gallaudet. 

The event has evolved some over the years, and both with Furman and Maginity note that there were fewer rules 

when the event first started. “Each sport would literally end up in a fight,” Furman said. However, all of these hard 

feelings are put aside when the schools come together on Saturday night for Brickfest, when the weekend is held 

at RIT; or Rockfest, when it’s at Gallaudet. This year’s Brickfest featured special musical guest Signmark, a Finnish 

rapper who performed in both American Sign Language and spoken English.

BEHIND
THE
SCENES:
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RIT proudly took home the trophy this year, the third 
year in a row, with a score of 189 to 163. It also was 
also Furman’s first chance to compete as an athlete 
in the games; two years ago, Furman played on the 
baseball team at RIT, and, according the the rules, 
no NCAA athletes are allowed to compete during 
the RIT/Gally weekend. Last year, Furman was set to 
participate until he broke his leg just a week before 
the event. 

This year, Furman was especially excited when 
game time came around, a feeling he shared 
with his teammates. “I told those guys, ‘I’ve been 
waiting for this day for two years, let’s go out there 
and win it,’” he said. Maginity has competed in 

the RIT/Gally weekend once before in volleyball 
and softball, but had an especially memorable 
experience this year. The RIT team lost the first set 
in the volleyball competition, but came from behind 
and beat Gallaudet in both the second and third set. 

“Volleyball was always Gallaudet’s strength every 
year. What happened this year was rare,” Maginity 
said. “There is nothing better than feeling good 
about beating your rival school.” Other sports that 
were played  during the weekend include standard 
competitions like basketball, flag football and 
indoor soccer, but alsoand several less -traditional 
games such as arm wrestling, chess, ping-pong and 

“Mario Kart.” 

GETTING IN THE GAME THE RIVALRY CONTINUES

NTID VERSUS GALLAUDET UNIVERSITY

THE PLANNING CHALLENGE

GETTING IN THE GAME THE RIVALRY CONTINUES

NTID VERSUS GALLAUDET UNIVERSITY

THE PLANNING CHALLENGE
The RIT/Gally weekend is student-run, 
with the help of two advisors. Maginity was 
selected as chairperson in spring 2010 and 
started his duties that summer by advertising 
for the other committee positions. “I decided 
to take the huge challenge because I felt that 
I wanted to be part of something big and 
have something to be proud of,” he said. 
His responsibilities included overseeing 
committee members, making sure they 
stayed on track with deadlines; maintaining 
communication with the Gallaudet 
chairperson; and coordinating hotels and 
food for Gallaudet guests. “Basically, I have 
to make sure everything is ready to run 
smoothly for the weekend,” Maginity said. 
According to Maginity, arranging the event 
at RIT can prove to be more difficult than at 
Gallaudet. “At Gallaudet, it is easier to get 
this event going because it is a huge tradition 
for the Deaf community,” he said. This year, 
another large event coincided with the sports 
weekend, complicating reservation of space 
at RIT. 

Furman commended Maginity on all of 
his hard work this year. “With Anthony’s 
leadership, we were very successful.” Furman 
joined the committee towards the end of last 
year and is largely responsible for raising 
awareness for the event. He made use used 
of Facebook and Twitter to keep the weekend 
fresh in students’ minds. Furman also helped 
produce posters and event programs and was 
responsible for getting RIT SportsZone to 
cover the event for the first time ever. “This 
was their first real opportunity,” said Furman. 
SportsZone can’t cover the event when it is 
held at Gallaudet, and often other large 
games have gotten in the way of coverage. 
Maginity and Furman didn’t have much 
trouble finding people to help out with the 
event. “It’s very easy to get help for it because 
everybody wants to do it, because everybody 
loves this weekend,” Furman said.

Both Maginity and Furman plan to 
participate in the event next year, but 
probably in different ways. While Maginity is 
unsure if he will be a part of the committee 
again, he will certainly continue to compete. 
Since Furman is graduating this May, he will 
be unable to compete in the games, but plans 
to attend the event and support his school. 
“This event means so much to the Deaf 
population. You don’t get a lot of chances 

where you form a team with the entire Deaf 
community against another community. It’s 
a very rare opportunity,” Furman said. There 
is no end to this rivalry in sight, and Furman 
can’t imagine it happening. “If it stops we’re 
all going to be very devastated,” he said. 
“Very devastated.”  

I’ve been waiting for this day 
for two years, let’s go out there 
and win it.

It’s very easy to get help... 
because everybody loves 
this weekend. NTID

Year NTID was founded: 1968 
Number of deaf or hard-of-hearing 
students: 1,474 
NTID tuition: $10,190 
Known for: Its focus on technology. 
Location: Rochester, N.Y.

Year founded: 1864 
Number of undergraduate students: 1,100 
Tuition: $10,850 
Known for: Being the world’s only liberal 
arts university for the deaf. 
Location: Washington, D.C. 

GALLAUDET UNIVERSITY 

.



Sports history tells of only a handful of deaf athletes, and even in recent 
years there have been few big names to admire. William “Dummy” Hoy is 
perhaps one of the best-known deaf athletes, playing major league baseball 
from 1886 – 1903, where he regularly led the league in stolen bases. Hoy 
also held an outstanding fielding record, leading many to campaign year 
after year for his induction into the Baseball Hall of Fame. Some prominent 
modern deaf athletes include retired professional baseball player and coach 
Curtis Pride; Denver Broncos’ defensive lineman Kenny Walker, now retired 
and coaching at the Iowa School for the Deaf; and still-active Olympic 
swimmer Terence Parkin.

These historic names show up again and again in the context of deaf 
athletes, which may lead one to believe that the world of deaf sports has 
been idle for many years. But with both a summer and winter Deaflympics 
boasting participation from 77 nations and organizations such as the USA 
Deaf Sports Federation and the International Committee of Sports for the 
Deaf, deaf and hard of hearing competitors are finding more and more 
opportunities to show off their athleticism and strive for excellence and 
recognition in the world of sports. 

Of course, if you were to look anywhere for strong deaf and hard of 
hearing competitors, it would be right here at RIT. With over 1,200 students 
identifying as either deaf or hard of hearing, RIT athletics greatly benefits from 
the presence and participation of deaf student-athletes. NTID just recently 
celebrated its rivalry with the deaf and hard of hearing Gallaudet University 
from April 15 – 17 with its RIT/Gallaudet Sports Weekend. Athletes from 
both schools competed in friendly matches in everything from basketball 
to “Mario Kart.”

This year, Chris Jappah, a fourth year Business Technology major, was one 
of two deaf athletes that participated on the RIT Men’s Soccer team. Born in 
Liberia, West Africa, Jappah grew up in mainstreamed schools without the use 
of an interpreter or any real knowledge of sign language. Growing up around 
a father and older relatives who played soccer regularly, Jappah learned from 
watching them. He began playing for school teams when he was old enough, 
and never found anyone who had a problem with his deafness.  “I grew up 
reading lips, so I was able to understand my teammates just fine. I didn’t use an 
interpreter in middle school or high school; my teammates just had to come 
up with special ways to talk to me, making sure to speak slow and make their 
lip movements readable.” 

Jappah came to the U.S. in 2004 with plans of going to college and continuing 
to play soccer. He chose RIT because of its strong on-campus Deaf community 
and his desire to know more about Deaf culture. Although soccer had to take 
a backseat to schoolwork for a few years, Jappah has since found a balance that 
allows him to keep playing the sport he loves.

Jappah’s playing experience differs from his hearing teammates’ — not being 
able to hear a ref ’s whistle or the coach’s shouted instructions creates a need for 
a different approach to game play. “For me, I’ll sometimes have to watch the 
ref or ask a teammate about a call. I’m always watching though — I play with 
my eyes.” Signals from the referee, as well as from flag holders on the edge of 
the field, help keep Jappah aware of what’s happening throughout the game. 

During practice, communication between teammates is especially important, 
allowing players to analyze and perfect their moves before facing game 
situations. Initially, Jappah sensed some hesitation from some of the players 
when he first joined the team, but any unease was quickly put to rest. “I feel 
like some people think that deaf people can’t play sports. But my teammates 
behave like brothers, they look out for me,” said Jappah. His teammates have 
taken the time to learn some key signs to help better communicate with him, 
and are sure to speak slowly and clearly whenever they talk to him. Showing, 
instead of telling, is also key. Jappah says, “In practice, I’m never the first 
[player] to go — I see what they are drilling first. An interpreter usually comes 
to the practices, but when there’s no interpreter, I feel fine using voice and 
reading lips.” Jappah’s love of the game has impressed his teammates, making 
any differences in hearing ability seem trivial.

While Jappah has another year left at RIT, he isn’t eligible to play another 
season due to NCAA rules. Still, he plans to continue playing soccer, even 
beyond RIT. Once he obtains U.S. citizenship, Jappah will be accepting an 
invitation to join the USA Deaf National Soccer Team, a contender in the 2013 
Deaflympics held in Greece. Says Jappa, “To me, soccer is like my breath, so I 
will never quit playing.”  

Recognizing Deaf Athletes 

For those who watch from the sidelines at sporting events, 
it can be hard to relate to the pressures and anxieties 
of an athlete. And for individuals who are hearing, it’s 
near impossible to understand the complexities and 
challenges of being deaf or hard-of-hearing. Imagining 
what it’s like to be a deaf athlete, whether you’re hearing 
or deaf, athletically inclined or hopelessly clumsy, is not a 
task many are equipped for. 

by Ali Coladonato | photograph by Katie Thompson

“I feel like some people think 
that deaf people can’t play 
sports. But my teammates 
behave like brothers, they 
look out for me.”
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Above: RIT’s Megan Henriksen (#2) looks for an open player during a Saturday, April 23 game against Stevens.

STEVENS EDGES OUT WOMEN’S LACROSSE
by Jeff Mckinzie | photograph by Neal Danis

My heart was heavy. My spirit was crushed. I 
had witnessed 60-plus minutes of outstanding 
lacrosse from the RIT Women’s team, and the 
end result was not what I hoped. When the 
Stevens Ducks’ Kara Rafferty scored her team’s 
twelfth goal in overtime, I, along with every 
other RIT fan in the bleachers, knew that any 
chance of RIT pulling off a major upset Saturday 
afternoon had been lost. 

The loss certainly stung the Tigers deep, as 
they entered the game coming off a 16-7 win 
against Hartwick just the day before on April 
22. RIT (6-9, 5-3 Empire 8) had hopes to build 
some momentum going into the Empire 8 
Tournament, but these ambitions were dashed 
after the Ducks, ranked ninth nationally by 
the Intercollegiate Women’s Lacrosse Coaches 
Association Division III poll, overcame an 
early 5-2 deficit after the first period.

It was Stevens’ Joey Galligan that sparked 
the Ducks to score three straight goals at the 
beginning of the second period, a run capped 
by Jenna Scheibling’s free position goal at the 
17:59 mark. RIT answered with two goals 

of their own, with the first credited to third 
year New Media Marketing major Rebecca 
Lampson; while the second went to Shelby 
Vakiener, a second year Civil Engineering 
major. That goal was Vakiener’s second of the 
game, but she would go on to finish with five. 
Vakiener also finished with seven total points 
and two assists.

After those two goals, the match turned into 
a true dogfight, with each team trying to one-
up the other. Two goals were scored by Stevens 
in a span of 2:20, which fueled RIT’s drive to 
keep pace with the Ducks. By the 3:27 mark in 
the second period, RIT had been given a one-
goal lead at 9-8 with Vakiener’s fourth goal, her 
52nd this season.

Right there was RIT’s chance to shine. They 
had the chance to pull off the biggest win of 
the season, but they just couldn’t do it. Not 
yet, at least. The Ducks, showing their might, 
scored two straight goals to take their first 
lead of the game with 1:03 left. Then Vakiener, 
who had carried the team thus far, carried her 
team just a little further, scoring a goal to 
make it 10-10 with 25 seconds left in play. The 

game went into overtime after Stevens failed 
to score again.

Given another chance to pull away, RIT faced 
off in two overtime sessions. Needless to say, 
Stevens dominated both, scoring twice in the 
first session and twice again in the second. 
The final score was 14-10, and an emphatic 
RIT crowd that had cheered with the women’s 
every move went home disappointed. 

Despite the loss, Head Coach Jeff McGuigan, 
in his fifth season with RIT, was proud of his 
team’s effort against such a tough offensive 
opponent. “[Stevens] tries to get 30-40 shots 
per game; we tried to limit that. They’re a very, 
very good offensive team,” said McGuigan. “ I 
would think that we’d have problems, but our 
team played really, really well. They did more 
than I thought they’d do. They just sucked it up 
and played some great defense out there.”

The game was RIT’s final home game of the 
season. The Tigers, however, have one more 
game this season, an away match against 
SUNY Geneseo on April 28. After that, the 
Empire 8 Tournament will be held May 7 - 8.   
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On Saturday, April 23, the RIT Men’s Tennis 
team lost to the St. Lawrence University 
Saints 5-1, in non-conference play. This 
brings the Tigers’ season record to 6-5 with 
two matches remaining.

The day before, the Tigers dominated the 
SUNY Oswego Lakers 9-0, outscoring them 
by nineteen sets in doubles play. The Tigers 
followed up by winning in straight sets in 
singles play, giving up a paltry nine games in 
six matches.

In stark contrast, the Tigers dropped all three 
of their doubles matches to the Saints, as well 
as three of the four singles matches.

The Tigers’ sole winner of the day was Neville 
Bilimoria, a second year Environmental 
Science major, from Mumbai, India. This win 
improved Bilimoria’s singles record to 7-2, the 
team’s best record this season. Bilimoria said, 
“It was good, I played well. I had a lot of fun. 
The other team was tough.”

Head Coach Krystina Bachner concurred 
with Bilimoria on the energy and tenacity of 
the Saints. “The Liberty League is different, it is 
much stronger,” she said. “The team competed 
well today but couldn’t execute in the end.”

Team Co-Captain Larry Hall, a third year 
Applied Mathematics major, called the 
competition intense and a close match. 

Will Abisalih, a second year Microelectronic 
Engineering student and co-captain, was 
happy with the team’s performance, expressing 
that the day could have gone to either team. 
“They eked past us in a few close matches, it 
could have went either way,” he said.

This is the last season that the Tigers will 
compete in the Empire 8 conference. The team 
will be joining the stronger Liberty League 
next season. The Tigers are 5-2 in conference 
play this year as opposed to their 1-3 non-
conference record.

Hall calls the move a “good change” for the 
team. The Tigers will not be graduating any 
seniors this year and expect to improve next 
season with the exposure to stiffer competition, 
the maturation of their younger players and the 
return of key players from co-op assignments.

The Tigers will finish their season April 30 
with their final Empire 8 game at Hartwick 
College in Oneonta, N.Y.  

TIGERS FALL TO SAINTS
by Tom Sciotto | photograph by Max Hautaniemi

The team competed well 
today but couldn’t execute 
in the end.

Above: RIT’s Tennyson Saucedo returns a volley during a Saturday, April 23 match against St. Lawrence.

Are you Buffalo bound this summer?  
Get ahead in your studies by choosing from a 
huge schedule of credit-bearing courses, lectures 
and workshops at UBThisSummer. Registration 
begins March 31.

Find a course or two  
that’s right for you at  
www.summer.buffalo.edu.

Spend a bright summer in Buffalo.
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FROM OUR READERS
Editor’s Note: The opinions expressed are solely those of the author. REPORTER reserves the right to 
edit submissions based on content, length, grammar, spelling and style. Letters are not guaranteed 
publication. Submissions may be printed and reprinted in any medium. REPORTER will not run 
responses to letters.

If you notice I don’t accept any of those 
allegations. In fact if you notice they don’t even 
quote me in almost the entire article. Frankly 
almost 90 percent of the article (aka the other 
“person’s” story) is a complete fabrication 
between her and the Womens’ Center. I 
allowed REPORTER to interview me under the 
pretense that they were interested in my return 
to SG, I didn’t realize that it would turn into a 
bogus tabloid article in order to restart rumors 
about me. Frankly I’d like to just move on and 
hope we all put this behind us and I thought 
that was what REPORTER would support as well. 
Clearly that was a miscalculation on my part, 
but you just gotta shoulder it and keep going.

Phil Amsler
Mechanical Engineering, Fourth Year
Student Government Vice President Elect

It is Thursday night, and my roommate has 
returned with this week’s issue of the REPORTER. 
While most of the time I am more than happy 
to page through REPORTER and see what our 
illustrious magazine has to tell us, I was less 
than pleased with this week’s choice of Rings. 

Did I say less than pleased? How about 
disgusted? Offended? Outraged? Repulsed? 
Thesaurus.com has fifty seven different words 
that could be used to describe what myself and 
many women on this campus feel, and all of 
them still wouldn’t be enough.

While REPORTER can hardly control what 
students decide to text or say when they dial 
the number for Rings, the REPORTER certainly 
has a responsibility towards its audience to 
not publish material that inspires hate and 
humiliation. This has happened before when 
the GLBT Center and RIT’s Transgender 
students were targeted through Rings, whose 
anonymity seems to give students excuse to 
relapse in their morality and maturity. But that 
gives you no excuse to do the same.

It is fortunate then, that while the students 
who call and text in are anonymous, the ones 
responsible for REPORTER are not.

Amanda Szczepanski, Moe Sedlak, as the 
“compilers” of this week’s Rings, you are 
held responsible for this week’s discourtesy 
against women. Alex Rogala, as REPORTER’s 
editor, you are responsible for overseeing 
the completion and presentation of the 
Magazine. I dare all of you, to send that 
page to your mothers, sisters, aunts and 
grandmothers, and explain to them why 
exactly you thought it would be appropriate 
to allow those words to appear in print.

And to the one who called in the remark, 
I have to wonder about the future of your 

daughters. Will you debase them, belittle 
them, push them aside? If they achieve higher 
than your sons, and step beyond what you 
expect of them, what society has expected 
of them, will you scream and hit them for 
daring to be better than what they are? Will 
you expose them to your faithful hate of their 
sex, and laugh when others do the same? Did 
your mother raise you to be this way? Did 
your father? Can you say those same words 
in their presence and expect praise or scorn? 
Would your girlfriend be proud? Your wife? If 
you are gay, then would your female friends 
applaud you, would your boyfriend agree? 
Would your female professors be proud 
of their student if they knew? Would your 
pastor or priest raise you up as an astounding 
member of the community? If REPORTER were 
to publish one’s name alongside their Rings 
text or call in, would you still say those same 
words and eagerly await the text issue to see if 
you have been selected for print? Are you still 
proud of yourself?

Isdora Rochin
Film and Animation, Fourth Year

To whom it may concern:

I am writing over a concern I had while 
reading one of your articles. The day before 
voting for the SG elections began you ran an 
article about Phil Amsler’s resignation after 
the last summer quarter. I read the article and 
in my opinion it is textbook mudslinging. If, 
as you said in the article, you felt the student 
body had a right to know why Phil resigned 
you should have run this story within the 
first few weeks of the fall quarter. Instead 
you waited until he was running for another 
position. I find it hard to believe that it took 
you until now to get an understanding over 
what happened and it coincidentally was 
printed around the election period.

To go back and address the actual story you 
ran. I understand that since he was on co-op at 
the time the event was under RIT’s jurisdiction 
which was made evident by the hearing that 
both parties took part in. However, at the heart 
of everything it was a personal issue. When he 
resigned he said it was for personal reasons 
and I think it would have been fine to leave it 
at that; there was no need to bring it out in the 
light of day. It is my belief that all publications 
representing RIT should be unbiased but 
it seems like this article was your way of 
taking sides in this ongoing election. I am not 
expecting a response or any action to be taken; 
I simply wish to voice my disapproval, and 
disappointment in this matter. 

Joseph Baldwin
First Year
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WORD ON THE STREET
by Jonathan Foster “What would be your ideal age and why?”

Left to Right
Kate Dubuisson - Computer Science, Third Year
Joelle Scarnati - Computer Science, Second Year
Andrew Gotham - Computer Engineering Technology, Third Year

“25, it’s a nice round age and you can do 
whatever you want legally.”

“The best age is 20, because you can still 
[sip milk] and do everything else legally.”

“I have no idea.”  

“16, ‘Cause I got a driver’s license, 
makes me legit.”
Chris Stewart
Civil Engineering Technology, Third Year

Sam Rondeau
Mechanical Engineering, Third Year

“I’m 19 now. 22 because your ID 
doesn’t look fake.”



RINGS
TUESDAY, 4:54 A.M.  (FROM TEXT)

At this rate, Springfest 
will be “Freezefest 2: The 
Snow Will Rise Again!” 

MONDAY, 12:35 P.M.  (FROM TEXT)

There is a 
hipster chick in 
jeans, Converse 
and a vest 
working out 
at the gym... 
I bet she is 
working out 
IRONICALLY!

TUESDAY, 8:03 P.M.  (FROM TEXT)

To the boys walking behind me debating 
whether or not zombies can swim: Thank you 
for reminding me how nice ... things are that 
don’t talk, require a couple AAs, and give me 
the same satisfaction. 

THURSDAY, 10:22  P.M.  (FROM TEXT)

Just paid that 
[brochacho] 
at Hess 96 
quarters for a 
thirty of 
Bud Light! 

THURSDAY, 1:14  P.M.  (FROM TEXT)

Nerd love is the weirdest 

thing. No matter how 

many times I see it, I will 

never get over it. 

WEDNESDAY, 4:03  A.M.  (FROM  TEXT)

My roommate can get up at 4 a.m. to smoke 
pot but can’t get up at 6 p.m. to go to class.  

MONDAY, 3:44 P.M.  (FROM TEXT)

Who the [freshmen] calls it 
“Booth Hall”? 7A for life! 

TUESDAY, 2:50 P.M.  (FROM VOICEMAIL) 

You know, I think I finally understand 
why the sports teams give the HvZ kids 
so much [bullhonky] for playing around 
on campus. I mean, if I had to watch a 
baseball game, I’d complain too.  

SUNDAY, 6:39 P.M.  (FROM TEXT)

I figured out why everything 

is made of brick. Mother 

Nature huffed and puffed and 

blew everything else down. 
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