
 

 

ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
INTER-COLLEGE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE  

 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  PAUL TYMANN; CHAIR – ACADEMIC SENATE 

FROM: CHARLES BORDER; CHAIR – ICC 

SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION OF REVISIONS TO THE MINOR POLICY 

DATE: 10/20/2011 

CC: JEREMY HAEFNER; PROVOST  

                        CHRISTINE LICATA; SENIOR ASSOCIATE PROVOST 

The Inter-College Curriculum Committee has reviewed and voted to recommend the passage of the following 
motion by the Academic Senate:  
 
Action Item: The Academic Senate approves the following revised minor policy. 
 
Policy Name: D1.1 MINORS POLICY 

Policy Number:  

 1. Definition 

A minor at RIT is a related set of academic courses consisting of no fewer than 15 semester 
credit hours leading to a formal designation on a student's baccalaureate transcript.  

The purpose of the minor is both to broaden a student's college education and deepen it in an 
area outside the student’s major program. A minor may be related to and complement a student’s 
major, or it may be in a completely different academic/professional area.   It is the responsibility 
of the academic unit proposing a minor and the unit’s curriculum committee to indicate any 
home programs for which the minor is not a broadening experience.   
 
In most cases, minors shall consist of a minimum of two upper division courses to provide 
reasonable breadth and depth within the minor.    

2. Institutional parameters  

a) Minors may be discipline-based or interdisciplinary;  
b) Only matriculated students may enroll in a minor; 
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c) At least nine semester credit hours of the minor must consist of courses not required by 
the student's home program;  

d) Students may pursue multiple minors.  A minimum of nine semester credit hours must be 
designated towards each minor; these courses may not be counted towards other minors; 

e) The residency requirement for a minor is a minimum of nine semester credit hours 
consisting of RIT courses (excluding "X" graded courses);  

f) Posting of the minor on the student's academic transcript requires a minimum GPA of 2.0 
in each of the minor courses;  

g) Minors may not be added to the student's academic record after the granting of the 
bachelor's degree.  

3. Development/approval/administration processes  

a. Minors may be developed by faculty at the departmental, inter-departmental, college, 
or inter-college level. As part of the minor development process:  

i. students ineligible for the proposed minor will be identified;  
ii. prerequisites, if any, will be identified;  

b. Minor proposals must be approved by the appropriate academic unit(s) curriculum 
committee, and college curriculum committee(s), before being sent to the Inter-
College Curriculum Committee (ICC) for final consideration and approval. 

c. The academic unit offering the minor (in the case of interdisciplinary minors, the 
designated college/department) is responsible for the following:  

i. enrolling students in the minor (as space permits);  
ii. monitoring students progress toward completion of the minor;  

iii. authorizing the recording of the minor's completion on student's academic 
records;  

iv. granting of transfer credit, credit by exam, credit by experience, course 
substitutions, and advanced placement;  

v. responding to student requests for removal from the minor. 
 

d. As per New York State requirements, courses within the minor must be offered with 
sufficient frequency to allow students to complete the minor within the same time 
frame allowed for the completion of the baccalaureate degree.  

4. Procedures for Minor revision 

It is the duty of the college curriculum committee(s) involved with a minor to maintain 
the program’s structure and coherence.  Once a minor is approved by the ICC, changes to 
the minor that do not have a significant effect on its focus may be completed with the 
approval of the involved academic unit(s) and the college curriculum committee(s).  
Significant changes in the focus of the minor must be approved by the appropriate 
academic unit(s) curriculum committee(s), the college curriculum committee(s) and be 
resubmitted to the ICC for final consideration and approval. 
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cc:  ICC Members  
Charles Border (GCCIS, Chair)  
Debbie Colton (SCB) 
Sarah Thomas (SG CIAS Senator) 
Nancy Doubleday (GCCIS) 
Mike Eastman (CAST) 
Joseph Henning (CoLA) 
Stan Hoi (SCB) 
Jacquie Mozrall (KGCOE) 
Liz Kmiecinski (CAST) 
Patti Lachance (CIAS) 
Donna Lange (NTID) 

Christine Licata (Provost Haefner’s Delegate) 
Dave Neumann (CoLA) 
Harvey Palmer (Dean of KGCOE) 
Mary Beth Parker (NTID) 
Jim Perkins (CIAS) 
Mike Lutz (GCCIS) 
Kristen Waterstram-Rich (COS) 
John Waud (COS) 
Jacqueline Mozrall (KGCOE) 
George Zion (CAST, At Large) 

 

 


