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On January 7th, the RTS campus shuttles began traveling in both
directions around RIT. Consult the new bus schedules for route and
availability information.
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Letters to the Editor
Reporter Misses Hanukkah
To the Editors:
I am very upset by the recent holiday
article run in the December14, 2001 issue
of Reporter. I am the President of Hillel
(Jewish group on campus). All of the photos
were Catholic-based and the article was
also extremely Catholic-based. The only
reference to Jews was to say the Rabbi
Israel was unavailable to comment. Hillel
(which is located in the Interfaith Center)
has a full student board that would have
been more than happy to sit for an inter
view. In addition, the articles following
(about decorating the dorms and Kwanzaa)
talked mainly about Christmas and
Kwanzaa (decorating the dorms mentioned
the Hillel Hanukkah party... however all that
was mentioned was from our flyer). I realize
that being Jewish makes us a minority on
campus, but that is no reason we should be
overlooked. I take it very personally that
Reporter finds it ok to run an article like this
without making sure all the groups on
campus are recognized. In addition,
Reporter has come to various Hillel events
but yet none of these events have ever
ended up in Reporter.
Sincerely,
Philip Levine
Hillel President
RIT Sucks Part II:
The Response Part I
In response to Matt Champlin’s letter to Al

Simone in the December 14 issue:
I really have only one thing to say:
Welcome to the real world. That sounds
dumb, I know, but it’s true.
Now I don’t know where you’re from, [or]
what you expected when you first came to
RIT, and I know I’m a little younger than you,
but you need to realize that no matter where
you go in life you are going to encounter
problems with administration, bureaucracy,
and even parking tickets. I read your letter
and I didn’t see one single problem that
was exclusive to RIT. It’s not like this is the
only ugly place you’ll ever live in your life,
but who knows, maybe you’re better off
than some of us. Blaming Al Simone for
the state of the RIT campus isn’t such a
good idea, either, since a) he’s not the only
one in charge, and b) he didn’t found this
campus. I’m pretty sure RIT was a lot like
this before he got here.
One person you can blame is yourself for
coming here; I know I’ve done it before. I
hated it here when I first came, until I real
ized that I didn’t want to be miserable for
four years and that I was too stuck on
blaming RIT for my problems. It’s tough to

get used to, but there are a lot of good
things here that most colleges don’t have.
For instance, parking lots.
Believe it or not, a lot of schools don’t
even have parking lots. They leave you to
deal with parking your car on the street,
and if you’re not careful your car can end up
in an impound lot. Personally I’d much
rather get my car back from a lot on the
other side of campus than County Lock-up.
Insurance companies will lose your
records, your neighbors will complain about
your parties, and people will decide not to
hire you: These things happen to everyone.
It’s impossible for RIT to be some magical
university that can make all of your prob
lems go away. Life isn’t easy, and RIT
doesn’t perform miracles. Perhaps you
should thank RIT for getting your feet wet.
I think that going here has made me
stronger and I feel that it has helped me
deal with a lot of problems I have had
outside of campus.
So what I’m trying to say, and maybe you
missed my point because you’re angry that
I have an opinion too, is that all of your gripes
about RIT are nothing new. You need to
realize that probably for the rest of your life,
unless (again) you’re better off than some of
us, you are going to be dealing with these
problems, and if you don’t realize this, then,
my friend, you have a lot to learn about your
self, your country, and the whole world.
Go ahead, get mad at my opinion and
write a sarcastic retort. I can [cite] the
sarcastic nature of your letter as exactly
where you went wrong in making your
complaint. Some people will think it’s funny,
but if you really want to make a point maybe
you should have stepped away from your
keyboard and looked at the big picture
without writing something in the heat of the
moment. I’ve done it before too, and I hated
RIT just as much as you when I did it, but
when you think about the world outside of
this campus, you start to realize that RIT is
not as bad (or ugly) as it seems.
Your opinion is valid and you make some
meaningful complaints, but every college
has its problems. I wonder, had you gone
someplace else, would you have written
that letter about their administration? Prob
ably, because no matter where you go, the
people in charge aren’t always the people
you like. That’s another fact of life, and
unless you can do something about it, you
need to be able to put up with their bullshit.
If you had told me last year that I would
be writing a letter defending RIT, I would
never have believed you. But here I am,
finding that I have gotten a lot out of this
school so far and I still have two more years
left. I have myself to thank for that, and
without sarcasm.
-Justin Mayer

Editorial
RIT Sucks Part II:
The Response Part II
I would like to issue a response to the

“thank you” letter written to President
Simone by Matt Champlin, published in
your 12/14/01 issue. Mr. Champlin, if you
are looking for the appropriate party to
thank for “screwing you out of the last four
years of your life” I suggest you venture no
further than the closest mirror.
What has been promised to you and
every other entering RIT student is oppor
tunity. By being a student of RIT you have
the opportunity to grow intellectually, philo
sophically, socially, and professionally.
These opportunities are available to you
due in great part to the vision, work ethic
and dedication of Dr. Albert J. Simone. I
have not witnessed a professional who
demands more of himself and his
colleagues in an effort to continuously
improve an organization, hence providing
the opportunities that can mold your RIT
experience. However, if you think there is
someone on the 7th floor of the George
Eastman building who should be waving a
magic wand that makes’ meeting your daily
demands effortless, your job offerings
endless, and your path through the Brick
City paved in gold - well, I think you have
gotten yourself a little tob caught up in this
Hariy Potter craze.
It was up to you to take advantage of the
opportunities offered by RIT. It was up to
you to work rigorously to gain as much as
you can from your academic experience. It
was up to you to speak out to the Presi
dent’s Office and make him aware of an
area that could use alteration to improve
your RIT experience. Matt Champlin, did
you do these things, did you make any
attempt to take control of your college expe
rience?
I will be the very first to point out the
areas where this Institute has opportuni
ties for growth, but President Simbne and
the Officers that work under him have taken
RIT to new heights in a relatively short
period of time. To suggest that he and his
team should resign is outrageous and to tell
them “you do not know what the hell you are
doing” is a sign of pure ignorance.
Mr. Champlin, I must say I feel bad for
you. A person who spends four years at an
institute to earn a degree that they regard,
as you put it “means about as much as a
certification from Uncle Ed’s self-taught
course in computer management” obvi
ously thinks very little of himself. My hope
for you is that you take your disappoint
ment from the decisions you did or did not
make during your college experience and
that you learn from them. As you move on
to the next stage of your life, perhaps you
(continued on page 4)

False Advertising
“RIT ranks third in U.S. News & World Report’s top colleges.”
“RIT is one of the nation’s most-wired campuses.”
“Fourth-largest co-op program,” “Number one in photography,” and so on and so fo
In RIT-published pamphlets, booklets, and promotional materia
bombarded with this nearly-utopian image of an exceedingly positive ca
with enthusiasm, spirit, and creativity, while simultaneously omitting th
lems. Call it PR, call it propaganda, or call it a flat-out lie. There’s an overwh
of reasons why students leave this campus in droves; hell, it’s a surprise the reten’
levels are so high.
Have you ever considered transferring? Imagine how improved your educ
social life will be elsewhere. Need convincing? Here are some of the obviou
The social scene is morbid, at best. The Alcohol Policy didn’t decrease the n
of alcohol-related incidents on campus, or improve students’ beha ,
the final nail in the coffin of RIT’s already poor social opportunities. The vocal men
is right—there is nothing to do here. But, contrary to popular opinion, is it
the “lucky” people who own cars? The lifelessness which inflicts the c
fraction of how dull and insipid Rochester is. Beyond RIT’s bord - ,
the weekend any more exciting than being crouched up in one’s room, alo -. - we’re not all Hockey fans.
Student Government apparently does absolutely nothing. Who watches the SG
channel? Who went to Homecoming? (in December no less, and wh
home?) Why spend a week attempting to build spirit when everyone agre any to begin with anyways? The ever-concerned RIT student is unlikely to know h
he or she is being represented, so the logical conclusion is that t tation; SG exists solely for its members’ own benefit. The same argumpointless and redundant representative and active groups such as RHA, OCASA,
NSC, CAB, GLBT, BACC, CCL, Global Union, the Women’s Center, Greek Council,
Panhallenic Council, etc.
It costs a fortune to come here. A single year of tuition now costs $18,633. Add to
thata $162 Student Activities Fee, a $171 Student Health Fee, a $4,095 charge for your
dorm room, and of course $3,171 for your meal plan. And since no one gets enough
financial aid to be of any consequence, that’s $26,232 of yourdollars, right there, down
the toilet. And don’t forget books! Comparatively, community and state schools are m
more affordable.
Administration simply doesn’t care. Think you matter? You don’t. Think your
opinion counts? It doesn’t. What’s important? Your checkbook. The bottom line is,
tI4e dollar. Rather than cutting or reducing costs, money keeps getting
- towards administrators’ pet projects like adding coffeehouses and
- new colleges, adding and renovating housing, etc. With a $342,312,098 annua
44.6 percent of that derived from tuition, where is all this money go ?
Nobody else cares, either. When dozens, if not hundreds, of irate students visit
department offices like the Bursar, Financial Aid, the Registrar, and Resi - - ment Housing every day to get their problems taken care of, they often friendly attitude. Can we get some realcustomer service—and some staff memb
actually enjoy working in a college environment with students?
Academics are NOT a “prioRITy.” Common themes universally heard here: “M
classes suck.” “My schedule sucks.” “My professors suck.” “My assignmen
.“
quarter system sucks.” “I have to study all night for my four te
- sucks.” “The computer labs suck.” “Liberal arts classes s .““
exam at 7:00 in the morning. Suck.” “Suck, suck, suck.” Ever hear a person rave
a cool teacher, or lecture he/she had that day? Nope? That sucks.
Of course, that’s just the tip of the iceberg, isn’t it? It would be all too easy, th
keep listing all the clearly evident problems with RIT. Press releases a
pings all praise the Institute, but there’s always more than what meets th - - -;
to read between the lines. In the end, though, the facts always speak f
Care to disagree? Please do.
Jeff Prystajko
Editor-in-Chief
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Letters to the Editor
Reporter Misses Hanukkah
To the Editors:
I am very upset by the recent holiday
article run in the December14, 2001 issue
of Reporter. I am the President of Hillel
(Jewish group on campus). All of the photos
were Catholic-based and the article was
also extremely Catholic-based. The only
reference to Jews was to say the Rabbi
Israel was unavailable to comment. Hillel
(which is located in the Interfaith Center)
has a full student board that would have
been more than happy to sit for an inter
view. In addition, the articles following
(about decorating the dorms and Kwanzaa)
talked mainly about Christmas and
Kwanzaa (decorating the dorms mentioned
the Hillel Hanukkah party... however all that
was mentioned was from our flyer). I realize
that being Jewish makes us a minority on
campus, but that is no reason we should be
overlooked. I take it very personally that
Reporter finds it ok to run an article like this
without making sure all the groups on
campus are recognized. In addition,
Reporter has come to various Hillel events
but yet none of these events have ever
ended up in Reporter.
Sincerely,
Philip Levine
Hillel President
RIT Sucks Part II:
The Response Part I
In response to Matt Champlin’s letter to Al

Simone in the December 14 issue:
I really have only one thing to say:
Welcome to the real world. That sounds
dumb, I know, but it’s true.
Now I don’t know where you’re from, [or]
what you expected when you first came to
RIT, and I know I’m a little younger than you,
but you need to realize that no matter where
you go in life you are going to encounter
problems with administration, bureaucracy,
and even parking tickets. I read your letter
and I didn’t see one single problem that
was exclusive to RIT. It’s not like this is the
only ugly place you’ll ever live in your life,
but who knows, maybe you’re better off
than some of us. Blaming Al Simone for
the state of the RIT campus isn’t such a
good idea, either, since a) he’s not the only
one in charge, and b) he didn’t found this
campus. I’m pretty sure RIT was a lot like
this before he got here.
One person you can blame is yourself for
coming here; I know I’ve done it before. I
hated it here when I first came, until I real
ized that I didn’t want to be miserable for
four years and that I was too stuck on
blaming RIT for my problems. It’s tough to

get used to, but there are a lot of good
things here that most colleges don’t have.
For instance, parking lots.
Believe it or not, a lot of schools don’t
even have parking lots. They leave you to
deal with parking your car on the street,
and if you’re not careful your car can end up
in an impound lot. Personally I’d much
rather get my car back from a lot on the
other side of campus than County Lock-up.
Insurance companies will lose your
records, your neighbors will complain about
your parties, and people will decide not to
hire you: These things happen to everyone.
It’s impossible for RIT to be some magical
university that can make all of your prob
lems go away. Life isn’t easy, and RIT
doesn’t perform miracles. Perhaps you
should thank RIT for getting your feet wet.
I think that going here has made me
stronger and I feel that it has helped me
deal with a lot of problems I have had
outside of campus.
So what I’m trying to say, and maybe you
missed my point because you’re angry that
I have an opinion too, is that all of your gripes
about RIT are nothing new. You need to
realize that probably for the rest of your life,
unless (again) you’re better off than some of
us, you are going to be dealing with these
problems, and if you don’t realize this, then,
my friend, you have a lot to learn about your
self, your country, and the whole world.
Go ahead, get mad at my opinion and
write a sarcastic retort. I can [cite] the
sarcastic nature of your letter as exactly
where you went wrong in making your
complaint. Some people will think it’s funny,
but if you really want to make a point maybe
you should have stepped away from your
keyboard and looked at the big picture
without writing something in the heat of the
moment. I’ve done it before too, and I hated
RIT just as much as you when I did it, but
when you think about the world outside of
this campus, you start to realize that RIT is
not as bad (or ugly) as it seems.
Your opinion is valid and you make some
meaningful complaints, but every college
has its problems. I wonder, had you gone
someplace else, would you have written
that letter about their administration? Prob
ably, because no matter where you go, the
people in charge aren’t always the people
you like. That’s another fact of life, and
unless you can do something about it, you
need to be able to put up with their bullshit.
If you had told me last year that I would
be writing a letter defending RIT, I would
never have believed you. But here I am,
finding that I have gotten a lot out of this
school so far and I still have two more years
left. I have myself to thank for that, and
without sarcasm.
-Justin Mayer

Editorial
RIT Sucks Part II:
The Response Part II
I would like to issue a response to the

“thank you” letter written to President
Simone by Matt Champlin, published in
your 12/14/01 issue. Mr. Champlin, if you
are looking for the appropriate party to
thank for “screwing you out of the last four
years of your life” I suggest you venture no
further than the closest mirror.
What has been promised to you and
every other entering RIT student is oppor
tunity. By being a student of RIT you have
the opportunity to grow intellectually, philo
sophically, socially, and professionally.
These opportunities are available to you
due in great part to the vision, work ethic
and dedication of Dr. Albert J. Simone. I
have not witnessed a professional who
demands more of himself and his
colleagues in an effort to continuously
improve an organization, hence providing
the opportunities that can mold your RIT
experience. However, if you think there is
someone on the 7th floor of the George
Eastman building who should be waving a
magic wand that makes’ meeting your daily
demands effortless, your job offerings
endless, and your path through the Brick
City paved in gold - well, I think you have
gotten yourself a little tob caught up in this
Hariy Potter craze.
It was up to you to take advantage of the
opportunities offered by RIT. It was up to
you to work rigorously to gain as much as
you can from your academic experience. It
was up to you to speak out to the Presi
dent’s Office and make him aware of an
area that could use alteration to improve
your RIT experience. Matt Champlin, did
you do these things, did you make any
attempt to take control of your college expe
rience?
I will be the very first to point out the
areas where this Institute has opportuni
ties for growth, but President Simbne and
the Officers that work under him have taken
RIT to new heights in a relatively short
period of time. To suggest that he and his
team should resign is outrageous and to tell
them “you do not know what the hell you are
doing” is a sign of pure ignorance.
Mr. Champlin, I must say I feel bad for
you. A person who spends four years at an
institute to earn a degree that they regard,
as you put it “means about as much as a
certification from Uncle Ed’s self-taught
course in computer management” obvi
ously thinks very little of himself. My hope
for you is that you take your disappoint
ment from the decisions you did or did not
make during your college experience and
that you learn from them. As you move on
to the next stage of your life, perhaps you
(continued on page 4)

False Advertising
“RIT ranks third in U.S. News & World Report’s top colleges.”
“RIT is one of the nation’s most-wired campuses.”
“Fourth-largest co-op program,” “Number one in photography,” and so on and so fo
In RIT-published pamphlets, booklets, and promotional materia
bombarded with this nearly-utopian image of an exceedingly positive ca
with enthusiasm, spirit, and creativity, while simultaneously omitting th
lems. Call it PR, call it propaganda, or call it a flat-out lie. There’s an overwh
of reasons why students leave this campus in droves; hell, it’s a surprise the reten’
levels are so high.
Have you ever considered transferring? Imagine how improved your educ
social life will be elsewhere. Need convincing? Here are some of the obviou
The social scene is morbid, at best. The Alcohol Policy didn’t decrease the n
of alcohol-related incidents on campus, or improve students’ beha ,
the final nail in the coffin of RIT’s already poor social opportunities. The vocal men
is right—there is nothing to do here. But, contrary to popular opinion, is it
the “lucky” people who own cars? The lifelessness which inflicts the c
fraction of how dull and insipid Rochester is. Beyond RIT’s bord - ,
the weekend any more exciting than being crouched up in one’s room, alo -. - we’re not all Hockey fans.
Student Government apparently does absolutely nothing. Who watches the SG
channel? Who went to Homecoming? (in December no less, and wh
home?) Why spend a week attempting to build spirit when everyone agre any to begin with anyways? The ever-concerned RIT student is unlikely to know h
he or she is being represented, so the logical conclusion is that t tation; SG exists solely for its members’ own benefit. The same argumpointless and redundant representative and active groups such as RHA, OCASA,
NSC, CAB, GLBT, BACC, CCL, Global Union, the Women’s Center, Greek Council,
Panhallenic Council, etc.
It costs a fortune to come here. A single year of tuition now costs $18,633. Add to
thata $162 Student Activities Fee, a $171 Student Health Fee, a $4,095 charge for your
dorm room, and of course $3,171 for your meal plan. And since no one gets enough
financial aid to be of any consequence, that’s $26,232 of yourdollars, right there, down
the toilet. And don’t forget books! Comparatively, community and state schools are m
more affordable.
Administration simply doesn’t care. Think you matter? You don’t. Think your
opinion counts? It doesn’t. What’s important? Your checkbook. The bottom line is,
tI4e dollar. Rather than cutting or reducing costs, money keeps getting
- towards administrators’ pet projects like adding coffeehouses and
- new colleges, adding and renovating housing, etc. With a $342,312,098 annua
44.6 percent of that derived from tuition, where is all this money go ?
Nobody else cares, either. When dozens, if not hundreds, of irate students visit
department offices like the Bursar, Financial Aid, the Registrar, and Resi - - ment Housing every day to get their problems taken care of, they often friendly attitude. Can we get some realcustomer service—and some staff memb
actually enjoy working in a college environment with students?
Academics are NOT a “prioRITy.” Common themes universally heard here: “M
classes suck.” “My schedule sucks.” “My professors suck.” “My assignmen
.“
quarter system sucks.” “I have to study all night for my four te
- sucks.” “The computer labs suck.” “Liberal arts classes s .““
exam at 7:00 in the morning. Suck.” “Suck, suck, suck.” Ever hear a person rave
a cool teacher, or lecture he/she had that day? Nope? That sucks.
Of course, that’s just the tip of the iceberg, isn’t it? It would be all too easy, th
keep listing all the clearly evident problems with RIT. Press releases a
pings all praise the Institute, but there’s always more than what meets th - - -;
to read between the lines. In the end, though, the facts always speak f
Care to disagree? Please do.
Jeff Prystajko
Editor-in-Chief
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(continued from page 2)
will be mature enough to make yourself
accountable for your actions and not
attempt to unjustifiably blame others.
-Patrick Bavaro-Phelan

people (not only those that are deat~ may
have when a particular minority group is
singled out. I only ask that those mistakes
are jettisoned and that you’re more diligent
to the sensitive issues concerning the
members of the RIT community in future
editions of the Reporter.
-Chris Sano
Graduate Student
Computer Science

“X” Explained: Thanks

For the curious:
This is in response to the ‘Presents for
Everyone” article in the December 14,2001
issue. In case you were wondering why the
Playstation was abbreviated ‘PSX,” it’s
because PSX was the original project codename that Sony used and it kind of stuck.
-Chris Szewczyk
4th Year
Computer Science

Lessons for the Future Part II

[Please note: This letter has been printed as
originally received.]
To Editor in Chief,

After reading the December 7, 2001
issue in Crime Watch section on page 7, I
was angered by how your staff has written
the information to RIT community about
incidents that has been reported around
RIT campus. The part about this section I
didn’t like at all was how the writer has
labeled the students especially toward to
the deaf community. It did offend the deaf
community and myself. Please look at the
dates of incidents, November 14 and 17th,
and the paragraph has stereotyped the
student as deaf individual. It did discrimi
nate the deaf community in many ways.
At. that point, it made me think about
how much impact of stereotyping to deaf
community will have in general at RIT
community. Also, I was thinking of how the
community of RIT will look toward to the
deaf staff and faculty at RIT because they
have been also labeled. The other incident
has only labeled the students in general by

Lessons for the Future Part I
Aftei reading the “Crime Watch” section in
the December 7 issue of Reporter, I wasn’t
sure whether or not to be appalled by the
explicit and insipid detailing of incidents
involving Deaf people. My first reaction, of
course, was to send a tirade-filled e-mail,
but after thinking about it for a while, I came
to a point where I realized that this was
probably an innocuous mistake on
Cameron Kolstad’s part and was some
thing that could be resolved. If you read
through all of the excerpts in that section,
I’m sure you would have noticed that the
Deaf minority was the only one predicated,
not once, but twice.
Assuming you’re not obstinate, you’ll
understand the perspective that some

their year status, or gender status, not by
their nationals, minorities, or disabilities.
Only deaf students were labeled and the
incident that have happened with them
even made the deaf community look worse.
The question I was asking myself, why
not the reporters write if the student was
Black, Chinese, Arabic, Jewish, Mexican,
Muslims, White, or a person in wheel
chair? This issue has been always an
issue in RIT community and deaf commu
nity are still be stereotyped in many
different ways by RIT community regard
less their sensitivity toward to the minori
ties or disabilities of students. Stereotyping
just a group doesn’t help the group who
was stereotyped to build their own identify
of who they are that much.
What I will like to see from Reporter
magazine to put more sensitivity in writing
the article on how they are stereotyping
the group or individual. If the article was to
be written about a deaf individual, that will
be considered promoting their identify in
positive way. Unless the article was written
like in Crime Watch, it degrades the indi
vidual community’s identify in negative
ways. What I would like to ask from
Reporter is to please be more considerable
by not labeling any group from different
culture, background, or disability on
campus. Also in further reporter issues,
please remove the idea of labeling and
treat them equally as you would do toward
to other races,disability, and background.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
John Austin
Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity.
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(continued from page 2)
will be mature enough to make yourself
accountable for your actions and not
attempt to unjustifiably blame others.
-Patrick Bavaro-Phelan
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singled out. I only ask that those mistakes
are jettisoned and that you’re more diligent
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“X” Explained: Thanks

For the curious:
This is in response to the ‘Presents for
Everyone” article in the December 14,2001
issue. In case you were wondering why the
Playstation was abbreviated ‘PSX,” it’s
because PSX was the original project codename that Sony used and it kind of stuck.
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4th Year
Computer Science

Lessons for the Future Part II

[Please note: This letter has been printed as
originally received.]
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community will have in general at RIT
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Lessons for the Future Part I
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Crime Watch
December 3—16
compiled by Cameron Koistad

December 5:
Disorderly Conduct
U Lot
An angry student, unable~find a
~J~i~Jspace, drove through a
construction barricade and became
stuck in the soft ground beyond it. He
then became more upset and began
yelling, screaming, and spinning his
~fl~l!li1~1 Campus Safety arrived. His
car was towed.

December 14:
Criminal possession
of a Forged instrument
Fratemity housing
Two 1st-year students were found ~ be
in possession of forged Califomia drivers’
licenses purchased in Canada. The
students, whose room contained various
alcoholic items, admitted to using the
licenses to purchase beer on several
occasions.

December 7:
Alcohol Supplied to Minors
Colony Manor Drive
A student and his roommate were
arrested after serving between three and
30 packs of beer to underaged guests at
a party they were hosting.

December 7:
Miscellaneous
Campus Safety 0ffice
6~student received a collect telephone
call from ~1j~ unknown caller who stated,
“I want to warn you about anthrax.”
Telecommunications was notified and
is attempting fl~ trace the call.

December 7:
Disorderly Conduct
Sol Heumann Hall
The first-floor lobby of Sol Heumann Hall
was littered with toilet paper and torn
pages from phone books stolen from the
surrounding area.

December 14:
Criminal Impersonation
Visitor Information Center
A 4th-year student claiming to be a
member of the Henrietta Fire Depart
ment on “official business” threatened
to arrest an attendant if he did not allow
him to park in the fire lane.

December 8:
Harassment
A student reported receiving&j~3 hang-up
phone calls over the course of two days.
Her line will ~ checked for any malfunc
tions. A former boyfriend denies making
the calls.

December 8:
Larceny
University Commons
A Contract Security Officer witnessed
several unidentified persons cutting down
and stealing a pine tree east of University
Commons. The group placed the tree in
an SUV and drove away. Monroe County
Sheriffs are continuing to investigate.

December 9:
Criminal Mischief
Perkins Road
A resident of the Perkins Green area
reported damage to several mailboxes
near the apartments. The area was
searched but evidence was inconclusive.

December 16:
Larceny
Fish C
A student reported that his Nintendo 64
and RF adapter were stolen from a
lounge area. A canvass of the floor
revealed three suspects. Investigation
to continue.

December11:
Reckless Endangerment
A Campus Safety student officer, who
was issuing a ticket to a vehicle parked
in the 20-minute area c~iJ NRH, was
confronted by the car’s driver. The driver
showed the officer he/she did not want
the ticket by getting into the car and
bumping the officer’s leg twice with the
car. When the officer moved, the car
drove away.

December 13:
Harassment
Kate Gleason Hall
A 1st-year student complained that an
unknown RIT student placed a link to her
e-mail address on a website with a pomo
graphic picture of her likeness. The
picture was also printed and placed on
the outside of her door. She complains
of numerous subsequent instant
messages. The investigation continues.

December 16:
Unlawful entry
Johnson building
A student was located in a lab after the
intrusion alarm was sounded. An inves
tigation found the suspect entered the
room by inserting an ID card between
the door jams..
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Operation: Buccaneer

Six Students Detained for Computer Piracy
ByJohn Yost
Is it really stealing? If it comes out of the package:
instant electronic distribution, is it just as wrong? Does
software piracy really impact someone? Perhaps it is
easier to dismiss something as wrong when it exists
in the realm of optics and code, but, according to US
Customs, someone is paying for it.
On December 11, 2001, The US Customs Service
detained six RIT students and seized their computer
equipment. The students included two first-year
students, one second-year student, and three thirdyear students. Names have not been released.
The effort was part of a worldwide raid to disband
and disarm one of this country’s oldest and notorious
software piracy circles. A total of 37 search warrants
in the US and 17 overseas were issued on that
Tuesday, allowing Customs agents’ access to univer
sities, homes, and small businesses.
The group targeted was DrinkOrDie, one of six
major “cyberspace gangs” that Customs believes are
responsible for pirating billions of dollars worth of soft
ware over the Internet. Kevin Bell of US Customs
believes, “They are the best, and do it not for money,
but for reputation.”
The students searched at RIT are still under exam
ination, and their equipment is still being detained by
US Customs agents. Over 140 computers and hard
drives were seized on Dec 11 worldwide, and it will
take Customs months to pick through each byte. If
found to be responsible, students face prosecution
by the US Attorneys Office and the Justice Department
for the likely charge of copyright infringement.
Warez groups such as DrinkOrDie use the massive
bandwidth of university networks and major companies
to hold and distribute their software. Company exec
utives and even a LAN administrator at MIT have been
put under examination.
During the investigation, RIT administrators
suggested that some of these students may have
been victims of a criminal organization and had no
prior knowledge of these crimes. Jim Moore, RIT’s
Information Security Officer, found that “Not all of the
students were interviewed by Customs.”
This is not a problem new to RIT. There are more
than 700 reported cases of computer abuse each year
on this campus. In response to interests including
copyrights and external pressure, RlTopened its doors
to Customs agents.
At this point there is no indication of further action
or future arrests. The investigation is not targeting
those who may have casually downloaded copyrighted
materials. Rather, this was a strategic attack on those
who make available pirated software and media, for
either financial gain, or personal glory. Although Warez
groups use their skills for enjoyment and the admira
tion of fellow hackers, piracy has led to financial losses
exceeding billions worldwide.
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World Askew
Fjnd the fake news story!

• byRIT
Smoke-Free by 2003?
Justin Mayer

The Senate opposes the Residence Life Administration’s initiative
(in the current form) to completely banish smoking in the Residence Halls.”

“.

“1
The initial proposal to ban smoking in the
residence halls was made during a Student
Government Senate meeting on October
26,2001, by RIT Housing Operations. The
Center for Residence Life is planning the
proposal, which aims to ban smoking in the
residence halls by 2003. The proposal
raised numerous questions in the Senate
meeting about the effect a smoking ban
would have on smokers.
Vice President of Student Government
Michael Maloney met with a group of
Senators and addressed the proposal with
a resolution on November 2, 2001.
It was mentioned numerous times in
the resolution that the Senate discourages
smoking, but feels that the rights of those
who choose to smoke should be
respected. The Resolution was passed by
default after seven days without being
acted on by Student Government Presi
dent Erick Littleford.
The proposal to ban smoking in the resi
dence halls grew from an increasing
demand for smoke-free housing.
“We are very concerned about
concentrating the smokers more heavily
in the areas not designated non-smoking,
if we expand the non-smoking floors or
add another non-smoking building. The
residents of these areas would experi
ence more second-hand smoke,” said
Carla DiLella, Assistant Director of RIT
Housing Operations, who made the
proposal to the Senate.
Toxic second-hand smoke is just one of
many concerns of the Residence Life
administration.
According to housing contracts
submitted by dorm residents, only seven
percent of those living in the residence
halls are smokers. Of the nonsmokers,
1,865 students requested some kind of
smoke-free housing. RIT was only able to
meet 50 percent of these requests based
on availability of smoke-free housing.
The American Cancer Society is advo
cating a smoking ban at RIT and gave
Residence Life the idea for the proposal.
The ACS makes four major arguments
for smoke-free dorms at RIT: fire risk reduc
tion, elimination of secondhand smoke, a
change in attitude toward tobacco use in
general, and damage reduction.
Taking the ACS’s arguments to heart,
RIT Housing Operations is basing its
proposal by eliminating the source of
secondhand smoke, providing a healthier
environment at RIT, and reducing the

damage caused by cigarette smoke both
to dorm rooms and social relationships.
Other colleges in the United States
have started to ban smoking in dorms
as well—the closest to RIT being Syra
cuse University.
The ACS claims that 27 percent of
colleges in America are smoke-free.
Some of these schools enforce other
rules on top of an indoor smoking ban.
For instance, at Smith College in
Northampton, Massachusetts, smokers
must be at least 20 feet away from any
building while smoking outside.
Carla DiLella made it clear that the ban
is still in the planning stages. The original
Fall 2002 goal has been pushed back due
to the complexity of the issue and the
recent formation of the RIT Housing Oper
ations department. “This is a new trend,
and over the years, more and more
[colleges] will [ban smoking],” said DiLella.
There is substantial room for debate
among students on this subject, espe
cially since the proposal is still under

Find the fake news story! True stories obtained from Reuters and ABCNews.com. Fake story from The Stankbox.

development and there is no definite
plan. Those questioned by Reporter
expressed doubt that a smoking ban
could be effectively enforced.
“People who smoke [would be] having
their rights infringed on,” says Josh, a firstyear resident of the dorms. Josh expressed
similar sentiments to other students who
commented on the cold Rochester
weather as a key point of opposition
against the possible smoking ban.
Similarly, the Senate’s resolution cites
that “a smoker should not be forced out
into the elements due to his or her choice
to smoke.”
SG Vice President Mike Maloney feels
that “it is a personal liberty issue,” and
“smokers should not have to endure fines
or a judicial for smoking.”
RIT Housing Operations is trying to build
support forthe proposal by reaching out to
student organizations on campus. There is
still a long way to go and Housing Opera
tions hopes to make smoke-free residence
halls a reality by Fall 2003.•

NEW DELHI, India: As the winter approaches, some animals in the
Lucknow Zoo are receiving special treatment in order to stay happy
and warm. The Asian Age newspaper reports that certain primates
in the zoo will be given a daily dose of brandy mixed with warm water.
The zoo, which has performed similar treatments to monkeys, claims
that the monkeys and apes should “have no problems digesting the
drink~’ since their digestive system is so closely related to their human
counterparts. The size of the shot will be determined by the primate’s
age, weight, and size.
CALGARY, Alberta: At the Banif Centre, a cultural institution in
Canada, a special art exhibit is on display for only seven days. The
exhibit, entitled “Level 7,” features semen spread out over seven
glass vials. Israel Mora, a Mexican artist, says that each of the vials
represent his family’s cycle of life. In addition, Mora was said to have
taken his exhibit onto the streets, as the temperature was about
minus 25 degrees. The Mexican government and the centre are
paying for the cost of the performance, which is about $2,550.
LUBBOCK, Texas: A man who had decided to kill himself but had
changed his mind called help for in an

unusual, 21st-century way.
According to Lubbock police,
32~year-old Fredrick Marks
attempted to hang himself in
hisrapartment, where he lives
al6ne. “After Marks hung
himself, he apparently decided
that it was a bad idea,” Police
Chief Will Fiala said. Marks, who
was too far away from a phone,
logged onto a AOL chat room on
his computer and turned on his
webcarn. One user, named
“Lopezfan23o” alerted AOL, whothen
called Lubbock police. They entered Marks’
apartment, only to find that he had died from the
hanging.
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DETROIT LAKES, Minnesota: A woman’s quest to find a fictional
buried treasure led to her death, authorities in Detroit Lakes say. 28year-old Takako Konishi had apparently come from Tokyo to search
for a treasure that was buried by a character in the Joel and Ethan
Coen film, Fargo. Konishi had been taken in by the police for an
earlier, related incident where she was found searching in a dump
ster. She told the authorities that she was looking for the treasure from
Fargo, and that no one could stop her. The police had no choice but
to let her go, since she did not commit any crime. Her body was later
found on November15. Detroit Lakes Police Chief Cal Keena says
that Konishi had died of either a prescription drug overdose or expo
sure to the elements. Results from the toxicology tests are pending.
STOCKHOLM, Sweden: A Swedish man who knowingly donated his
sperm to two of his lesbian friends so they could have a child is paying
the price for his decision. After the child was born, the two women
ended their 10-year relationship. A local court then ruled that the man
is obviously the child’s biological father and must pay child support

at approximately $265 a month. The man is currently appealing the
decision, as Swedish law does not consider a sperm donor to be the
legal parent of the child.
BEIJING, China: With only 20 to 30 Wild South China tigers left in
existence, scientists are resorting to an unusual method in order to
enhance propagation of the species: giving Viagra to the animals.
The sex drive of the male tigers has been low because of caged life.
It is theorized that the administration of Viagra will hopefully increase
the sex drive of the male tigers.
CANBERRA, Australia: A reserve teacher put a damper on Christmas
for some students at Corowa public school, a primary school in New
South Wales. Parents initially became alarmed when their children
came home from school crying. According to sources, the teacher
told the students that Santa Claus didn’t exist and that their parents
bought presents for them. The teacher was not disciplined, but will
not be teaching at the school in the future.
UNIDENTIFIED DESERTAIRSTRIP, Afghanistan: Marines gua
an airstrip in Afghanistan were surprised at the targe
cept mission: a camel. Apparently an alert was
triggered by an “unidentified vehicle” that was
nearing their base. Many marines were
•
reportedly angered over the mistake, ques
~
tioning how a camel could be mistaken for
a vehicular threat.
PFUNGSTADT, Germany: A nineyear-old German boy says he
was slapped and locked in a
cupboard by an irritated Santa
Claus. The event supposedly
occurred at a town hail when a group of
children were prodding the man to show what
was under the Santa Claus costume, which
provoked him to act out on the child. The man
denies the charges, and the parents filed a legal
complaint against him.
NEW YORK, New York: Kofi Annan, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, is making a special guest appearance on
children’s television program. On an upcoming ep
Street, Elmo and his friends are said to get into a conflict o
will sing the alphabet song. Annan, who is extremely tal
tiations, utilizes his skills to resolve the problem in a peace
Elmo and the rest of the group end up singing the song in unison.
The episode’s airdate is unknown.
LONDON, England: Researchers predict that over-md
holiday parities will cost English business a substan
money, as a result of workers taking sick days off to recover from
hangovers. According to the research report, com
Norwich Union Healthcare, one-fifth of all workers will
than three days of work, and that workers from 16-24 are
likely to overindulge at parties. British b
lose a staggering $157 million from the holiday hangover
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• byRIT
Smoke-Free by 2003?
Justin Mayer

The Senate opposes the Residence Life Administration’s initiative
(in the current form) to completely banish smoking in the Residence Halls.”

“.

“1
The initial proposal to ban smoking in the
residence halls was made during a Student
Government Senate meeting on October
26,2001, by RIT Housing Operations. The
Center for Residence Life is planning the
proposal, which aims to ban smoking in the
residence halls by 2003. The proposal
raised numerous questions in the Senate
meeting about the effect a smoking ban
would have on smokers.
Vice President of Student Government
Michael Maloney met with a group of
Senators and addressed the proposal with
a resolution on November 2, 2001.
It was mentioned numerous times in
the resolution that the Senate discourages
smoking, but feels that the rights of those
who choose to smoke should be
respected. The Resolution was passed by
default after seven days without being
acted on by Student Government Presi
dent Erick Littleford.
The proposal to ban smoking in the resi
dence halls grew from an increasing
demand for smoke-free housing.
“We are very concerned about
concentrating the smokers more heavily
in the areas not designated non-smoking,
if we expand the non-smoking floors or
add another non-smoking building. The
residents of these areas would experi
ence more second-hand smoke,” said
Carla DiLella, Assistant Director of RIT
Housing Operations, who made the
proposal to the Senate.
Toxic second-hand smoke is just one of
many concerns of the Residence Life
administration.
According to housing contracts
submitted by dorm residents, only seven
percent of those living in the residence
halls are smokers. Of the nonsmokers,
1,865 students requested some kind of
smoke-free housing. RIT was only able to
meet 50 percent of these requests based
on availability of smoke-free housing.
The American Cancer Society is advo
cating a smoking ban at RIT and gave
Residence Life the idea for the proposal.
The ACS makes four major arguments
for smoke-free dorms at RIT: fire risk reduc
tion, elimination of secondhand smoke, a
change in attitude toward tobacco use in
general, and damage reduction.
Taking the ACS’s arguments to heart,
RIT Housing Operations is basing its
proposal by eliminating the source of
secondhand smoke, providing a healthier
environment at RIT, and reducing the

damage caused by cigarette smoke both
to dorm rooms and social relationships.
Other colleges in the United States
have started to ban smoking in dorms
as well—the closest to RIT being Syra
cuse University.
The ACS claims that 27 percent of
colleges in America are smoke-free.
Some of these schools enforce other
rules on top of an indoor smoking ban.
For instance, at Smith College in
Northampton, Massachusetts, smokers
must be at least 20 feet away from any
building while smoking outside.
Carla DiLella made it clear that the ban
is still in the planning stages. The original
Fall 2002 goal has been pushed back due
to the complexity of the issue and the
recent formation of the RIT Housing Oper
ations department. “This is a new trend,
and over the years, more and more
[colleges] will [ban smoking],” said DiLella.
There is substantial room for debate
among students on this subject, espe
cially since the proposal is still under

Find the fake news story! True stories obtained from Reuters and ABCNews.com. Fake story from The Stankbox.

development and there is no definite
plan. Those questioned by Reporter
expressed doubt that a smoking ban
could be effectively enforced.
“People who smoke [would be] having
their rights infringed on,” says Josh, a firstyear resident of the dorms. Josh expressed
similar sentiments to other students who
commented on the cold Rochester
weather as a key point of opposition
against the possible smoking ban.
Similarly, the Senate’s resolution cites
that “a smoker should not be forced out
into the elements due to his or her choice
to smoke.”
SG Vice President Mike Maloney feels
that “it is a personal liberty issue,” and
“smokers should not have to endure fines
or a judicial for smoking.”
RIT Housing Operations is trying to build
support forthe proposal by reaching out to
student organizations on campus. There is
still a long way to go and Housing Opera
tions hopes to make smoke-free residence
halls a reality by Fall 2003.•

NEW DELHI, India: As the winter approaches, some animals in the
Lucknow Zoo are receiving special treatment in order to stay happy
and warm. The Asian Age newspaper reports that certain primates
in the zoo will be given a daily dose of brandy mixed with warm water.
The zoo, which has performed similar treatments to monkeys, claims
that the monkeys and apes should “have no problems digesting the
drink~’ since their digestive system is so closely related to their human
counterparts. The size of the shot will be determined by the primate’s
age, weight, and size.
CALGARY, Alberta: At the Banif Centre, a cultural institution in
Canada, a special art exhibit is on display for only seven days. The
exhibit, entitled “Level 7,” features semen spread out over seven
glass vials. Israel Mora, a Mexican artist, says that each of the vials
represent his family’s cycle of life. In addition, Mora was said to have
taken his exhibit onto the streets, as the temperature was about
minus 25 degrees. The Mexican government and the centre are
paying for the cost of the performance, which is about $2,550.
LUBBOCK, Texas: A man who had decided to kill himself but had
changed his mind called help for in an

unusual, 21st-century way.
According to Lubbock police,
32~year-old Fredrick Marks
attempted to hang himself in
hisrapartment, where he lives
al6ne. “After Marks hung
himself, he apparently decided
that it was a bad idea,” Police
Chief Will Fiala said. Marks, who
was too far away from a phone,
logged onto a AOL chat room on
his computer and turned on his
webcarn. One user, named
“Lopezfan23o” alerted AOL, whothen
called Lubbock police. They entered Marks’
apartment, only to find that he had died from the
hanging.
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DETROIT LAKES, Minnesota: A woman’s quest to find a fictional
buried treasure led to her death, authorities in Detroit Lakes say. 28year-old Takako Konishi had apparently come from Tokyo to search
for a treasure that was buried by a character in the Joel and Ethan
Coen film, Fargo. Konishi had been taken in by the police for an
earlier, related incident where she was found searching in a dump
ster. She told the authorities that she was looking for the treasure from
Fargo, and that no one could stop her. The police had no choice but
to let her go, since she did not commit any crime. Her body was later
found on November15. Detroit Lakes Police Chief Cal Keena says
that Konishi had died of either a prescription drug overdose or expo
sure to the elements. Results from the toxicology tests are pending.
STOCKHOLM, Sweden: A Swedish man who knowingly donated his
sperm to two of his lesbian friends so they could have a child is paying
the price for his decision. After the child was born, the two women
ended their 10-year relationship. A local court then ruled that the man
is obviously the child’s biological father and must pay child support

at approximately $265 a month. The man is currently appealing the
decision, as Swedish law does not consider a sperm donor to be the
legal parent of the child.
BEIJING, China: With only 20 to 30 Wild South China tigers left in
existence, scientists are resorting to an unusual method in order to
enhance propagation of the species: giving Viagra to the animals.
The sex drive of the male tigers has been low because of caged life.
It is theorized that the administration of Viagra will hopefully increase
the sex drive of the male tigers.
CANBERRA, Australia: A reserve teacher put a damper on Christmas
for some students at Corowa public school, a primary school in New
South Wales. Parents initially became alarmed when their children
came home from school crying. According to sources, the teacher
told the students that Santa Claus didn’t exist and that their parents
bought presents for them. The teacher was not disciplined, but will
not be teaching at the school in the future.
UNIDENTIFIED DESERTAIRSTRIP, Afghanistan: Marines gua
an airstrip in Afghanistan were surprised at the targe
cept mission: a camel. Apparently an alert was
triggered by an “unidentified vehicle” that was
nearing their base. Many marines were
•
reportedly angered over the mistake, ques
~
tioning how a camel could be mistaken for
a vehicular threat.
PFUNGSTADT, Germany: A nineyear-old German boy says he
was slapped and locked in a
cupboard by an irritated Santa
Claus. The event supposedly
occurred at a town hail when a group of
children were prodding the man to show what
was under the Santa Claus costume, which
provoked him to act out on the child. The man
denies the charges, and the parents filed a legal
complaint against him.
NEW YORK, New York: Kofi Annan, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, is making a special guest appearance on
children’s television program. On an upcoming ep
Street, Elmo and his friends are said to get into a conflict o
will sing the alphabet song. Annan, who is extremely tal
tiations, utilizes his skills to resolve the problem in a peace
Elmo and the rest of the group end up singing the song in unison.
The episode’s airdate is unknown.
LONDON, England: Researchers predict that over-md
holiday parities will cost English business a substan
money, as a result of workers taking sick days off to recover from
hangovers. According to the research report, com
Norwich Union Healthcare, one-fifth of all workers will
than three days of work, and that workers from 16-24 are
likely to overindulge at parties. British b
lose a staggering $157 million from the holiday hangover
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The Great Digital Crash of 2001
Note-supply server goes down: NTID students out in the cold
by Laura Chwirut

SUNDAY -ThURSDAY 11AM - 10PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11AM -12 MIDNIGI

We do not accept personal checks
When the Internet server that
provides supported Deaf and hard-ofhearing students with their notes went
down on the weekend of December 810, many students found themselves
having to explain to their professor as
to why they didn’t have their home
work complete.
Just a week before, the notetaking
services had gone from providing hard
copy notes to online-only access.
Dr. Peter Lalley, director of the
Center for Baccalaureate and Graduate
Studies, NTID explained, “The goal had
been set three years ago, when the
notetaking system was first imple
mented online. We finally reached a
point, technologically, that we can go
primarily online.”
Two weeks into the changeover, this
technology failed. The C-notes server,
housed within the Lyndon Baines
Johnson Building, crashed sometime
over that weekend. Investigations
show the crash was caused by
scripting mistakes in a software
upgrade implemented by the Xerox
Corporation the week before.
While the system was back up by the
following Monday morning, Lalley said,
“It cannot happen again.”
Immediately following the incident,
Lalley called a meeting with represen
tatives to formulate a backup plan in
case the system crashed again. “Basi
cally, we knew something would go
wrong eventually, but we were glad
the bug occurred early on in the
quarter,” he said.
In a joint meeting between RIT
Department of Institutional Services,
AlT ITS, and Xerox on Tuesday,
December 18, representatives were
able to confirm a backup plan if tech
nology fails again. “There was some
confusion about maintenance and
monitoring of the server because it is
leased from Xerox, and not owned by
RIT,” said Lalley.
Notetaking services, which had once
only provided hardcopy notes to Deaf,
hard-of-hearing, other supported
students, and notetakers since 1994,
went digital in 1998. For two years, the
system was available as both hard
copy and digital files. Declining

I
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finances from the Federal Government
pushed NTID to stop providing hard
copies. Students were then only able
to access the notes via a website
called C-notes. Through this site,
students had access to any class
notes for the entire quarter.
“Itwaseasy ~
to take advan
tageofthe
technology here on campus to set up a
new system,” Lalley said. He cited the
concerns of supported students, in that
anyone can have access to their
notes. He also discussed the profes
sors’ concerns, with the issue of intel
lectual property posted online as flaws
with C-notes.
A brand-new access system will be
complete by the end of January.
Replacing C-notes will be an individ
ualized access system using RIT’s
existing Student Information System.
“That way, students are restricted to
receiving the notes only for the classes
that they are enrolled in,” Lalley said.
SIS, which requires a student’s
DCE information, will be open for
access 24/7. Lalley doesn’t foresee
problems with this system, although
he is taking precautions.
There will be a phone/tty number
that students will be able to use in
case the system fails again. Since the
entire notetaking system was estab
lished, it only failed approximately
eight times in the entire time it has
been implemented taking into account
occurrences prior to net access.
Also in the meeting, the representa
tives decided to move the server from
LBJ to ITS facilities for greater moni
toring and maintenance. Even with
these plans in place, some students
are still skeptical about the system.
“The big issue is that the system is
not reliable,” 5th-year Environmental
Science student Matthew Huray said.
“There are many factors they didn’t
consider thoroughly.” Among these
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factors are an unreliable RIT system,
and the prospect of problems with SIS
during registration.
Lalley assured that these factors
have been considered. Huray and other
students have questioned why they
were not consulted in regards to the
changeover. Lalley maintains that he
included a sheet in every supported
students notes around the seventh
week of fall quarter, explaining the
switch and requesting students get in
contact with him. Only three students
did, and two of those were notetakers.
Supported students may not be
complaining in fear that they will lose
the service.
Other students didn’t mind the
switch. Second-year Mechanical Engi
neering Technology student Blake
Harrison said, “I actually think the
system is good because notes were a
waste of paper. This system is more
immediate, and the paper isn’t wasted
on people that are lazy.”
Reports show that only 40 percent of
students in some colleges actually
picked up their paper notes.
Under the new system, students are
allowed to use RIT computer labs to
print out their notes if they want a hard
copy. This saves NTID funding by
transferring the paper cost to RIT..
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The Great Digital Crash of 2001
Note-supply server goes down: NTID students out in the cold
by Laura Chwirut

SUNDAY -ThURSDAY 11AM - 10PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11AM -12 MIDNIGI

We do not accept personal checks
When the Internet server that
provides supported Deaf and hard-ofhearing students with their notes went
down on the weekend of December 810, many students found themselves
having to explain to their professor as
to why they didn’t have their home
work complete.
Just a week before, the notetaking
services had gone from providing hard
copy notes to online-only access.
Dr. Peter Lalley, director of the
Center for Baccalaureate and Graduate
Studies, NTID explained, “The goal had
been set three years ago, when the
notetaking system was first imple
mented online. We finally reached a
point, technologically, that we can go
primarily online.”
Two weeks into the changeover, this
technology failed. The C-notes server,
housed within the Lyndon Baines
Johnson Building, crashed sometime
over that weekend. Investigations
show the crash was caused by
scripting mistakes in a software
upgrade implemented by the Xerox
Corporation the week before.
While the system was back up by the
following Monday morning, Lalley said,
“It cannot happen again.”
Immediately following the incident,
Lalley called a meeting with represen
tatives to formulate a backup plan in
case the system crashed again. “Basi
cally, we knew something would go
wrong eventually, but we were glad
the bug occurred early on in the
quarter,” he said.
In a joint meeting between RIT
Department of Institutional Services,
AlT ITS, and Xerox on Tuesday,
December 18, representatives were
able to confirm a backup plan if tech
nology fails again. “There was some
confusion about maintenance and
monitoring of the server because it is
leased from Xerox, and not owned by
RIT,” said Lalley.
Notetaking services, which had once
only provided hardcopy notes to Deaf,
hard-of-hearing, other supported
students, and notetakers since 1994,
went digital in 1998. For two years, the
system was available as both hard
copy and digital files. Declining
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finances from the Federal Government
pushed NTID to stop providing hard
copies. Students were then only able
to access the notes via a website
called C-notes. Through this site,
students had access to any class
notes for the entire quarter.
“Itwaseasy ~
to take advan
tageofthe
technology here on campus to set up a
new system,” Lalley said. He cited the
concerns of supported students, in that
anyone can have access to their
notes. He also discussed the profes
sors’ concerns, with the issue of intel
lectual property posted online as flaws
with C-notes.
A brand-new access system will be
complete by the end of January.
Replacing C-notes will be an individ
ualized access system using RIT’s
existing Student Information System.
“That way, students are restricted to
receiving the notes only for the classes
that they are enrolled in,” Lalley said.
SIS, which requires a student’s
DCE information, will be open for
access 24/7. Lalley doesn’t foresee
problems with this system, although
he is taking precautions.
There will be a phone/tty number
that students will be able to use in
case the system fails again. Since the
entire notetaking system was estab
lished, it only failed approximately
eight times in the entire time it has
been implemented taking into account
occurrences prior to net access.
Also in the meeting, the representa
tives decided to move the server from
LBJ to ITS facilities for greater moni
toring and maintenance. Even with
these plans in place, some students
are still skeptical about the system.
“The big issue is that the system is
not reliable,” 5th-year Environmental
Science student Matthew Huray said.
“There are many factors they didn’t
consider thoroughly.” Among these
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factors are an unreliable RIT system,
and the prospect of problems with SIS
during registration.
Lalley assured that these factors
have been considered. Huray and other
students have questioned why they
were not consulted in regards to the
changeover. Lalley maintains that he
included a sheet in every supported
students notes around the seventh
week of fall quarter, explaining the
switch and requesting students get in
contact with him. Only three students
did, and two of those were notetakers.
Supported students may not be
complaining in fear that they will lose
the service.
Other students didn’t mind the
switch. Second-year Mechanical Engi
neering Technology student Blake
Harrison said, “I actually think the
system is good because notes were a
waste of paper. This system is more
immediate, and the paper isn’t wasted
on people that are lazy.”
Reports show that only 40 percent of
students in some colleges actually
picked up their paper notes.
Under the new system, students are
allowed to use RIT computer labs to
print out their notes if they want a hard
copy. This saves NTID funding by
transferring the paper cost to RIT..
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Book Review:

The Advice Column

“Plebes” Lacking in Layers

This week’s advice provided by Jakob Lodwick

by Jakob Lodwick

If you’d like some help with your problems, please share them with us.
Just email reporter@nt.edu. No matter how tragic, hilarious, or boring
they are, we’ll do our best to make you feel like someone cares
(because nobody actually cares). Oh, and don’t worry about coming up
with a clever name for yourself — just tell us where you live and our
“talented” team of writers will take it from there.

Dear The Advice Column,
When I first came to college in the fall, I knew I’d have some prob
lems, but it’s been worse than I expected. I have a lot of basic or
“normal” complaints about RIT, but my roommate is the worst. The
problems started off when we argued over soul food—he accused
me of being racist for liking it, even though I’m black—and things
just got worse from there. He constantly comes home loud and drunk
past midnight. We can’t agree on anything, and he always feels the
need to explain why I’m wrong. Disagreements led to loud argu
ments, which led to fights, which led to me getting a judicial for hitting
him in the face (not hard). Don’t even get me started on how much
he watches Deaf Live Video on RIT channel five. I don’t want to
move out of my room, but I don’t want to have to deal with him any
longer. What should I do?
-Frustrated in Fish

Dear Gjoker,
The psychological key to a successful prank is making the
prankee feel disoriented and out of touch with reality. Make a point
of wearing see-through boxer shorts, or, if you’re female, a big
sombrero that says “I’m a guy” on it. Make a point to always touch
whoever you are talking to. Threaten to beat the shit out of them,
but then don’t do it—they won’t know what to think. Get a mask of
Bill Clinton and tell everyone to call you Senator Clinton. When they
do, remove the mask and say, “Guess againl” in a mysterious,
drawn-out voice. Save the best prank for last: on the final day of the
year, get in a car and drive to southern Pennsylvania without telling
anyone, and then just stay there. The kids on your floor won’t know
where you arel
-Jakob

Dear Frustrated,
Taking care of a troublemaker roommate can be annoying, but if
you don’t let him get inside your head, you shouldn’t have any real
trouble. The best technique is one that will explain itself: for example,
wait until one of the last days before break, and when he comes
home drunk, let him pass out in bed. Then pour eight or nine ounces
of grain alcohol into his mouth while he sleeps, and leave for home
the next morning, disposing of the bottle sometime on the ride
home. When you get back to school, chances are someone will have
already noticed the smell and removed him from the room, but if not,
just act surprised—nobody is going to suspect you anyway. The
overwhelming number of eyewitnesses from the night before will
explain everything. There are other ways to deal with the problem,
but most will just point to you as the killer.
-Jakob

Dear The Advice Column,
Do you have any good tips to avoid paying a parking ticket? I’ve
already talked my way out of two this year by writing an appeal, but
I just got a third one for parking in Reserved in U-lot. I can’t think of
a good excuse—please help, quick!
-Pticketed in Perkins

I was under the assumption that a cartoon book by The Onion’s Scott
Dikkers (writing here under the pseudonym L.T. Horton) would be
uproarious, employing the cutting-edge writing that has made his
parody newspaper one of the most successful comedy outlets in
recent memory. Yet after reading only a few pages into the book, I
felt like there was some big, conceptual joke that was going over
my head. “Is the unfunniness of the jokes a joke itself?” I asked
myself. “Am I one of the book’s titular college guys, clueless and
narrow-minded?” It took several dozen more pages for me to realize
that my expectations of the book, not the book itself, were the
cause of my disappointment.
“Plebes” is essentially a book of simple cartoons with numerous
touches of reserved intelligence. It masquerades as a “cartoon
guide for college guys,” though it is less a comical interpretation of
everyday scenarios than it is an over-the-top guide to unachievable
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Dear The Advice Column,
I’m an RAin the dorms. Well, more like RP, or Resident Prankster.
Most of the kids on my floor annoy me because they all just play
Counter-Strike or Doom II and don’t do anything interesting at all.
I’ve started pulling hilarious pranks on them, such as stealing tooth
brushes from the bathroom and throwing them away, or knocking
on their doors and running away. Sometimes I smoke a lot of pot,
too, which you aren’t supposed to do in the dorms. Anyway, I was
wondering if you had any good ideas to help me pull better pranks
on them.
-Gjoker in Gleason

12 I REPORTER

Dear Pticketed,
Unfortunately, after two appeals, all your cards have been played.
It’s best to just remember all the RIT parking rules, and try to be
smarter in the future. Hey, these may seem tough, but so are
toenails!!!
Short-term parking is for people who are only going to be parked
for a few minutes, or people who are in a hurry (“short on time”).
Reserved parking means you reserve the right to park there any
time, no matter what. All right!
E-lot is full of two kinds of people: those who are buying ecstasy,
and those who are selling it. Unless you want a “twenty dollar fine,”
if you know what I mean, stick with the much friendlier F-b. If your
parents own their own business and let you throw away money like
confetti, just park wherever you want, anytime! Just keep reminding
yourself that if it weren’t for out-of-touch fat cat spawn like yourself,
the entire country’s class system would fall apart!
Kids at U of R and MCC are allowed to park in the hallways.
-Jakob•

Q

Book Review:

How To
Use America
Online
By Jakob Lodwick

Few inventions are more exciting than the Personal Computer, and
few software programs for the PC are more amazing than America
Online Version 1.5. Sure, you’ve heard savvy friends and acquain
tances casually mention the software in conversation, but have
you ever asked yourself how much you’re actually missing out on?
The answer is a wholehearted “a lot!” Or, as a savvy American
Online user might quip, “Welcome! You’ve got... to try it!” But don’t
jump into the software without a digital roadmap—instead, pick up
a copy of the colorful, exciting book “How To Use America Online”
by Christopher J. Benz!
The book is helpful for pretty much anyone, even those who
think Microsoft Windows 3.1 is some kind of wacky dance step.
Mr. Benz (or CJBenz as he’s known online) explains everything
in simple English. With a few keystrokes, a couple mouse clicks,
and a love for learning, you’ll be learning about everythi
Dinosaurs to stock quotes! (1994, Ziff-Davis Press)
Unfortunately, getting online in the first place can be tricky. Your
computer will need a “modem,” or “modulator/demodulator,” which
allows it to communicate with other computers over the “phone
line.” The faster modems have higher baud rates, but with high
baud rates come high prices, too. Settling for a frugal 1200 baud
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goals. Cartoons explaining how to become Time’
or how to launch a successful standup comedy career with world
wide fame are two typical examples.
“Plebes” plays off the fact that most freshman guys don’t really
do anything interesting or significant. The book isn’t kidding when
characters on its covers exclaim “This ain’t no guide... it brutally
MOCKS us!”—but it does so in a way apt to cause professors, not
students, to chuckle.
It’s definitely hard to recommend this book when there are
similar, much funnier guides to life (such as Matt Greening’s “Life
in Hell” series) readily available at book stores. And the fact that
Plebes is ranked 851,517th on Amazon.com’s sales ranking isn’t
especially surprising. Without Dikkers’ involvement, I would have
a lot more leniency here; but knowing what he’s capable of, I can’t
help but feel let down.

modem may seem like a better investment, but the time you’ll
save online with a zippy 2400 baud model will more than make
up for the initial cost! The book pretty much assumes that you
already have a working modem, but if you don’t, just ask one of
your techie guru friends to help you pick out and install one.
“How To Use America Online’s” detailed technical instructions
aren’t the book’s only strong point. Practically every page has a
lively, full-color illustration by Sarah Ishida, whom we all remember
from 1997’s “How The Internet Works.” Sarah’s artwork is crisp,
clear, and shows that she has a good sense of metaphor. For
example, the two pages titled “How to Use Classifieds Online”
shows an actual newspaper with several classified ads circled in
red marker. But don’t get confused—with American Online, every
thing is virtual, right down to the stock ticker!
One of the most social features of America Online is chatting.
Imagine a medium-sized room populated with 23 people you
don’t know talking loudly about any number of unrelated things
simultaneously. Sounds fun, right? Just think of the things that will
be said! A screen shot of an online conversation in the book
offers some insight. “anything happening today?” “Not much?
Whats the subject?” “hi there one and all””The subject is music.”
“what type of music?” “So what kind do you like” “What type do
you like?” “all kinds but prefer country” “Classic Rock, Classical”
And that’s only with four active chatters!
So
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with your fam
.
work help! With so many amazing things to s
it’s hard not to imagine a future in which eve
citizen is hard-wired into AOL’s worldwide network of enlighten
ment and excitement!.
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After writing and directing both Dazed and Confused and Slacker,
Richard Linklater established an unprecedented uniqueness
amongst 1990s filmmakers. His films focused on conversation
and characterization so well that the absence of any real plot was
basically overlooked. In this year’s Waking Life, he pushes his
style in an abstract direction, refraining not only from standard
story development, but also from narrative continuity; scenes
blend into each other rather than connect through plot points and
common characters.
Waking Life’s real attraction is not owed to the cinematic expe
rience it provides; rather, the film’s visual medium is the attrac
tion here. Like the 1994 “Carreysploitation” film The Mask,
Waking Life uses computer graphics to help tell its story. But
unlike The Mask’s goofy, obviously computer generated effects,
Waking Life is entirely electronically rotoscoped. The movie is
really a series of long special effects shots, but after a few
minutes, the special effects become the movie.
Rotoscoping is a decades-old technique of taking footage
shot on film or video and tracing over the live action, creating a
new series of images that are lifelike in shape and motion, but
cartoonish in texture and shading. The 1991 computer game “Out
Of This World” is a well-known example of this. Waking Life,
however, is not a game.
The film was animated by a team of about thirty who were led
by Bob Sabiston, an award-winner from Austin, Texas. Bob also
wrote the software, informally called “Rotoshop,” which made
everything possible. I asked him a few questions, which he
lovingly answered.
Reporter: On your web site (flatblackfilms.com), you mention
that your “Rotoshop” software is coming out in late 2001, but
when the user clicks on the link it says”.. .or not.” So what’s really
going on?
Bob Sabiston: Well, that web site needs to be updated. Soon
I think I will email everyone who has mailed me in the past year
to inquire the same thing.
Right now, I have no concrete plans on how to sell the software.
I am open to the idea of selling it, but I personally don’t want to
get embroiled in all the crap of writing manuals, making it bugfree, running a software marketing business, etc. Right now, I am

thinking that with our next big project (whatever that may be), I
will simultaneously push to get all of that stuff done.

Willow. DVD Review

Reporter: I imagine that if you do release “Rotoshop” it would
be a high-end, expensive piece of software. But I was also enter
taining the idea that you would release it as freeware to the
public domain. So, what do you think would happen if the soft
ware were placed in the hands of thousands of basement film
makers? Do you think the advertising world would drown
everyone in so much of it that the public would lose interest?

by Ash ish Jaiswal

Sabiston: Well, I see the software costing around $250, some
thing like that. From what I have heard of Freeware authors, not
only do they not make any money for their efforts, but they are
swamped with complaints and requests for technical support,
things like that. I suppose I could just put it on a web site and let
people download it and then ignore any problems that people have
with it. However, I think that with a little extra work I could sell it
inexpensively and be able to provide support and a manual, etc.
On the other hand, I could be more like Pixar and just not
release my tools. I am really only interested in writing software
to make my own films. I think that what you suggest may be true—
once it is available, there will be 20 million commercials on TV
using it, and it will not have any value. But that may be unavoid
able. Some other software maker may see Waking Life and
incorporate the idea into their own tools. I might not have any
control over it.
Reporter: Has the software been improved since Waking
Life? Was it in a constant state of improvement as the film was
being rotoscoped?
Sabiston: Yes, it is always undergoing development. There are
many things I would like to do with it, and with software in general.
The things I am doing now are pretty different from the tools in
Waking Life.

In 1988, Lucasfilm was enjoying success with its movies. Just two
years earlier, Howard the Duckhad been heralded as the gre
movie of all time, featuring a duck condom.
However, another fantasy movie was just about to be released.
It was a movie geared for children that used stunning sets and
scenery in combination with the best and latest special effects to
mesmerize its audience. Willow was released to sellout crowds.
Willow has some good extras on the DVD, including a discussion
on morphing, a behind-the-scenes documentary, a commentary with
Warwick Davis, and more. Of course, the film has been digitally
remastered and is encoded in 5.1 Dolby surround sound mix.
The film’s story, written by George Lucas, makes for great fantasy,
having much in common with Lucas’s own Star Wars. In Willow, an
evil queen sorceress tries to kill a child prophesized to overthrow
her and take over as a great ruler in the future. Other magicians
team up to help the baby survive and fulfill her destiny. The baby
chooses Willow Ufgood, a dwarf who finds her by the river, as her
guardian. Willow, trying to return the baby to her people, finds
Madmartigan (played well by Val Kilmer) and gains his assistance.
The journey is interesting and somewhat unpredictable. The
groups have interesting micro-adventures on their way. Help is
unexpectedly found around every corner and enemies became
allies in the face of the evil queen. This movie is really quality
modern artistic work. In the end, good triumphs over evil, just like
in any good children’s story.
The visual effects are excellent; morphing was introduced for the
first time in Willow. All sorts of things are transformed—rocks into
birds, animals into people, and solid objects into nothing. I’m sure Lord
of the Rings and Hart), Potter both have amazing effects compared
to the ones in Willow, but this movie was a pioneer. Other, simpler
special effects are also in the movie and are executed exquisitely.
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The movie looks good. A lot of work went into making this film
look authentic and it definitely shows. Watching this movie, you
easily believe that this time and place existed. With many movies
today overindulging in effects—seemingly just for the sake o
lots of eye candy—it’s nice to see a film that so nicely integrates
them into the story.
Willow is a modern classic full of visual effects that still look good,
and a story that will never get old. Definitely take yourself to this
world of dwarves, trolls, brownies, fairies, and magic. It’s twos
entertaining hours with no downtime. And, unlike Ho
it still holds up in 2001.•

Reporter: Where do you want to go next?
Sabiston: I am learning to play the drums, and I am working
on more animated short films while we await a giant movie deal!
Continued on bottom of next page

and the art of Waking Life
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suddenly change every few seconds. It is a visual masterpiece,
transforming what was originally home-video caliber footage into a
colorful, surreal vignette.
Bob’s style has been imitated to some
,,
extent in the past few years, but the deluge
of copycat pieces is only just now on the
verge of overflowing. Just as Michael
Jackson’s “Black or White” video brought morphing to the supermainstream level, expect to see impressionistically-drawn women
in front of a sandy, arid background discuss feminine dryness and
magically relocate themselves to a pond in front of a melted cheese
cake waterfall.•

“After a few minutes, the special
effects become the movie

Bob Sabiston
by Jakob Lodwick

Thought I’ve never used it, I believe that Sabiston’s software
makes accessible the techniques that would otherwise be cumber
some in a program such as Adobe
AfterEffects. Both programs utilize
keyframes and interpolation, which
allow intermediate motion to be
calculated automatically. For
example, if I place a carrot at the top of a scene in frame one and
on the floor in frame 30, the software will know that in frame fifteen,
the carrot will hover in the middle of the frame. Rotoshop, however,
is specifically written to trace and rotoscope video footage, and is
much better suited to the task than After Effects.
Some of Bob’s earlier work, such as the short film Snack and
Drink, and a series of MW station-identification pieces, have the
same look and feel of Waking Life. Snack and Drink, which can be
streamed from Sputnik7.com’s Video on Demand section, follows
Ryan Power, a 13-year-old autistic boy. The three-minute animation
comprises only a few traditional cuts, but the animation styles

I

Sites to see:
Bob’s film company, Flat Black Films: http:!/www.flatblackfums.com/
Wakhg Life official movie website: http:!/www.wakinglitemovie.com/
sputnik7’s Video on Demand: http:/Iwww.sputnik7.com/vod/
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Right now, I have no concrete plans on how to sell the software.
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thinking that with our next big project (whatever that may be), I
will simultaneously push to get all of that stuff done.

Willow. DVD Review

Reporter: I imagine that if you do release “Rotoshop” it would
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taining the idea that you would release it as freeware to the
public domain. So, what do you think would happen if the soft
ware were placed in the hands of thousands of basement film
makers? Do you think the advertising world would drown
everyone in so much of it that the public would lose interest?

by Ash ish Jaiswal
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The movie looks good. A lot of work went into making this film
look authentic and it definitely shows. Watching this movie, you
easily believe that this time and place existed. With many movies
today overindulging in effects—seemingly just for the sake o
lots of eye candy—it’s nice to see a film that so nicely integrates
them into the story.
Willow is a modern classic full of visual effects that still look good,
and a story that will never get old. Definitely take yourself to this
world of dwarves, trolls, brownies, fairies, and magic. It’s twos
entertaining hours with no downtime. And, unlike Ho
it still holds up in 2001.•

Reporter: Where do you want to go next?
Sabiston: I am learning to play the drums, and I am working
on more animated short films while we await a giant movie deal!
Continued on bottom of next page

and the art of Waking Life
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suddenly change every few seconds. It is a visual masterpiece,
transforming what was originally home-video caliber footage into a
colorful, surreal vignette.
Bob’s style has been imitated to some
,,
extent in the past few years, but the deluge
of copycat pieces is only just now on the
verge of overflowing. Just as Michael
Jackson’s “Black or White” video brought morphing to the supermainstream level, expect to see impressionistically-drawn women
in front of a sandy, arid background discuss feminine dryness and
magically relocate themselves to a pond in front of a melted cheese
cake waterfall.•

“After a few minutes, the special
effects become the movie

Bob Sabiston
by Jakob Lodwick

Thought I’ve never used it, I believe that Sabiston’s software
makes accessible the techniques that would otherwise be cumber
some in a program such as Adobe
AfterEffects. Both programs utilize
keyframes and interpolation, which
allow intermediate motion to be
calculated automatically. For
example, if I place a carrot at the top of a scene in frame one and
on the floor in frame 30, the software will know that in frame fifteen,
the carrot will hover in the middle of the frame. Rotoshop, however,
is specifically written to trace and rotoscope video footage, and is
much better suited to the task than After Effects.
Some of Bob’s earlier work, such as the short film Snack and
Drink, and a series of MW station-identification pieces, have the
same look and feel of Waking Life. Snack and Drink, which can be
streamed from Sputnik7.com’s Video on Demand section, follows
Ryan Power, a 13-year-old autistic boy. The three-minute animation
comprises only a few traditional cuts, but the animation styles

I

Sites to see:
Bob’s film company, Flat Black Films: http:!/www.flatblackfums.com/
Wakhg Life official movie website: http:!/www.wakinglitemovie.com/
sputnik7’s Video on Demand: http:/Iwww.sputnik7.com/vod/

January 11,2002 I 15

EATUR

1

.

•

16 I REPORTER

—

II. I

I

II• I

—

—

I I

~A

—

I

photos by~Brian Marcus

“Homecoming is aI~ays a good thing”
From Tuesday, December 11 through
Sunday, December 16, Homecoming
2001 was in full swing. The event was
the first of its kind at RIT since 1978; the
idea for the celebration’s return was
that of Student Government president
Erick Littleford.
“The thing about school spirit, a
school’s Homecoming is one of those
times where you express your spirit. We
wanted to see if we could organize some
events to channel that spirit for RIT,”
Littleford said. “The goal of Homecoming
was to raise the consciousness of the
students about spirit.”
Most students seem to have appreci
ated the events, and were willing to
participate. “Homecoming is always a
good thing. It’s great—I always enjoyed
it in high school,” said David DuRocher,
after participating in the college flag foot
ball tournament on Sunday.
One complaint was that the timing of
many events made it difficult for
commuter students to participate. “When
my classes are over, I’m not going to
stick around for hours in the evening for
an event,” explains Jeff Clark, an upper
classman living off-campus. He does
believe there are opportunities for offcampus students, however. “If it’s some
thing like [the flag football tournaments],
that lasts all day on a weekend, it’s great.
It’s usually the same people who
complain about there not being anything
to do who aren’t involved.”
Student turnout varied at the events
throughout the week, but overall, Littleford considers the celebration a success.
“The people who did come out and
support had a good time. Even if people
didn’t support Homecoming, they spoke
about it.”
Littleford believes this will help Home
coming become a tradition again. “You
get people talking about spirit and
thinking about spirit—next year, they may
get twice as many people to come out.”
He refuses to take any of the credit for
the success, however. “I love [Student
Government Secretary of Programming]
Rachel Robinson, she did everything.
She just told me to make sure we had the
funding, and she handled everything
else. She did a wonderful job organizing
everything. She and her committee get all
the credit for.Homecoming.”
Littleford is optimistic that the celebra
tion will be reinstated. “More and more, I
think it’s going to be done next year,” he
said. ‘Whoever the president is next year;
I’m going to try to convince [that person].

,

Midni.ht Madness
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vs. Rochester Ed e

Craft Sale
Art students got a chance to profit from their creative skills during the annual student craft
sale in the SAU on Thursday and Friday. Displays of incredible handcrafted student work, from
glassblowing to metalworking, filled the lobby—at least until people snatched them all up.
“I sold more in the first two hours than I did total last year,” said Allison Eastman, repre
sentative for the School of American Crafts. She coordinated the annual sale this year.
According to Eastman, a full-page ad was put in the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
to draw more customers from off-campus. The advertisement paid off, because by Friday
afternoon the displays had dwindled to only a few tables.
Most students participating in the sale consider the amount of time and money put into
their merchandise worth it. The sale gives students practical experience and a chance to
get their name out there, said Eastman.
“It lets us turn a little profit,” she added. “Now I can afford supplies!”

Men’s Basketball vs. U of R
Students supported the Men’s Basketball team in their game against our close neighbors,
the University of Rochester, on Friday, December 14 in the Clark Gym. People trickled in
steadily, and by the end of the first period, the bleachers were full of supporters.
In an effort to generate more spirit—and more noise—members of Student Government
passed out orange plastic “phones” at the door. Fans responded enthusiastically, yelling
encouragement to RIT’s players and heckling the University of Rochester team.
Although RIT lost 74-37, Littleford considered the game a success in that so many people
showed up. “[People] had their phones and they had their shirts,” said Littleford. “We lost—
but they were there.”

At the first of the two homecoming
hockey games, the Friday exhibition
game between the RIT Women’s
Hockey team and the Rochester Edge
grew into a heated battle that resulted in
a 0-0 tie by the end of the third period.
Although the crowd was less than
average, a good number of students
attended to root for the home team.
Injured Women’s Hockey player
Kendra Bredlau and three other injured
teammates attended the game to cheer
on their team with the rest of the crowd.
“They played a hell of a great game.
They are kicking butt this year. Go
number 21!” said Bredlau proudly.
“This has been a great game so far,”
said first-year Information Technology
major Ryan Doherty. “It is being wellplayed and has been very intense up to
this point.”

“This school needs more kinky fun!”
-

“A lot of people worked really hard on this”
-

Rachel Robinson

Setting the tone for the ensuing Homecoming week was an unprecedented turnout
at Midnight Madness, which packed the eastern half of Clark Gym’s bleachers with
hundreds of spirited students.
“For Midnight Madness, we filled the gym,” said Littleford of the event that took place
during the witching hour between Tuesday and Wednesday. “I think that’s a big success.
Some people left in between, but at the end of the event, it looked like the bleachers were
still full. Something kept them there, so I think that that was a good experience for them.”
“A lot of people worked really hard on this, we really wanted it to happen.” said SG Secre
tary of Programming Rachel Robinson.
The two-hour pep rally Tuesday evening featured introductions of the Men’s and Women’s
Hockey teams and the Men’s Basketball team, followed by the RIT Cheerleading Team and
the RIT Steppers putting on an absolutely spectacular show to display their talents. As the
finale, the candidates for princes and princesses from each college were announced.
Indeed, as a whole, everyone interviewed enjoyed Midnight Madness. “It was a great event,
and we hope that this is done again next year.. .Go RIT!” said RIT student Kijana Robinson.
Enthusiasm was soaring from both attendees and other members of the student govern
ment. “There is a lot of spirit here tonight,” said NTID student Senator Christopher Samp.
NTID Student Congress member Matt Sickon said, “The place was packed. I am looking
forward to the rest of this week and all of the events taking place.”
Princes and princesses included Nick Berman and Tern Page for the College of Liberal
Arts, Paul Grimes and Michele “Belle” Wade for the College of Imaging Arts and Sciences,
Samir Jairr and Anna Sweet for the College of Computing and Information Sciences, Josh
B. Kaplan and Karen Taylor for the College of Science, Robert William Lefferts and Natesha
“Teesha” Graves for the College of Engineering, William Love and Stacey Wronkowski for
the College of Business, Christopher Samp and Megan Walsh for NTID, and Rich Trifeletti
and Amanda “Mandy” Culver for the College of Applied Science and Technology.
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King and Queen Election,
Women’s Hocke vs. Elmira
On Saturday, a small crowd gathered in Ritter
Arena for the Women’s Hockey game and the
announcement of the Homecoming King and
Queen. The Lady Tigers’ defense did not
stand up to the Elmira College women, and
RIT lost 2-0.
After the first period, the first Homecoming
Royalty in 23 years were announced. King
Rich Trifeletti, a third-year student in the
College of Applied Science and Technology,
and Queen Michele Wade, a fourth-year Film
and Animation student, are tremendously
excited about their new titles. So far, they
only have a few definite goals: ‘We’re working
for world peace. And we think everyone
should have a puppy.”
Whatever they lack in planning, they make
up for in enthusiasm. Trifeletti began his reign
by exclaiming, “This whole school needs to
have more kinky fun!”
“That’s what [Homecoming] is about—
getting people involved,” said Wade. “If
there were more people at events, they’d be
a lot more fun.”
Before fall break, tables were set up in
each college’s building and in the SAU so
students could nominate members of their
college or club to be King or Queen. Any
student was eligible, and Student Govern
ment emailed the students receiving the most
nominations with a request to participate.
“We had to fill out a form, and submit a
small biography,” said Wade. “Our bios
were put on the website, so people who
didn’t already know us could learn a little
about their college’s prince or princess
before voting.”
Voting for King and Queen took place
online on Wednesday, December 12.

Tail ate BBQ/Club Games
Nothing like a cookout next to Clark Gym when
it’s cloudy and 25 degrees outside, right?
Unfortunately, the Tailgate Party held on
Saturday suffered due to such unfavorable
conditions. In addition, due to a major blunder
in planning, getting the coals hot enough to
cook the hamburgers and hotdogs took an
extra hour. However, for those who were willing
to wait, the food turned out to be excellent.
This event coincided perfectly with the
Club Games, which were being held inside
Clark Gym. For the games, two large inflat
able obstacle courses were set up for
students to race against each other. In addi
tion, there was an area for students to test
their one-on-one jousting skills.
Many were amused by these unusual
activities. “I think that it’s cool,” said RIT
student Amy Heimburg with a smile. “It brings
all of the different clubs together and brings
out a lot of aggression.”
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A large amount of the credit needs to
go to the members of Unity House, who
donated their time and effort to complete
this. Flanigan added, “The Student
Government was a great help, they
supplied us funds, and a lot of support
and publicity. I’m looking forwards to
helping next year.”

Homecoming Dance
On Sunday, the Homecoming Dance was
held in the SAU Cafeteria from 9—12
p.m. Unfortunately, few were aware that
the dance was even taking place due to
a lack of publicity. However, the RIT
Caterers brought a multitude of refresh
ments, and the DJ played anything
requested. As time passed, the word
about the dance spread and more people
began to show up, slowly but surely.
Overall, the Homecoming celebration
was a success. Attendance varied at the
events, but everyone who went appeared
to have a good time. Next year’s cele
bration should be bigger and better, and
the student body will have something to
look forward to.•

—

Colle.e Fla. Football Tournament
On Sunday, the final day of Homecoming, football returned to RIT.
Flag football, at least.
From noon until 2:30 p.m., players teamed up by colleges and tried to grind each other
into the mud. The winner of the tournament participated in the main event, representing
the students’ side in the Students vs. Administration flag football game.
The NTID team turned out to be the undisputed champions, narrowly beating the College
of Applied Science and Technology, before obliterating the College of Engineenng 40-0.
The intramural department provided refereeing, score keeping, footballs, and flags.
“They asked our office if we would help, and we said ‘Sure!” said Daryl Sullivan, coor
dinator of intramural sports. “I like the idea.”
At 2:30 p.m., the gear was packed up, and the players shivered and squished their
way to Grade’s to dry off and grab some cider.
By 3:00, the students had regrouped, and the administration was ready and waiting
in the rugby field. Throughout the game, cries like “This is way too much fun!” and “I
just got thrown to the ground! That was awesome!” came from students and faculty
alike. “Half-time” was complete with an informal, off-the-cuff routine by comfortably
mismatched cheerleaders.
Afterward, group photos of both exhausted, grubby, exhilarated teams were taken.
Even after losing 25-6 to the students, the administration threatened a rematch next year.
Representing the administration was Director of Housing Operations Howard Ward,
Director of Part-time Enrollment Services Joe Nairn, Assistant Director of Campus Life
Programs Ryan Giglia, Director of the Center for Human Performance Lou Spiotti,
Campus Safety Supervisor Dave Edborg, and Associate Vice President of Student
Affairs Frank Lamas.

Unit House Winter Carnival
On Sunday from noon to 5:00 p.m., people wandered around the games at the Winter
Carnival, located directly in front of Grade’s. Developed, planned, and carried out by Unity
House, this event was created to let some of the students play some old-style carnival
games for free (not rigged games either—a huge plus).
“For the first year, it went pretty well, considering time and location,” said Unity House
Vice President Denishea Flanigan, who was the main impetus behind getting the
Carnival accomplished. “We have been planning to do something like this for years.”
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Unit House Winter Carnival
On Sunday from noon to 5:00 p.m., people wandered around the games at the Winter
Carnival, located directly in front of Grade’s. Developed, planned, and carried out by Unity
House, this event was created to let some of the students play some old-style carnival
games for free (not rigged games either—a huge plus).
“For the first year, it went pretty well, considering time and location,” said Unity House
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The Ladies Men Hit ‘Em Up Style
by Eric D Nelson
The 7th-Annual RITGA Drag Extrava
ganza, held in the Fireside Lounge on
December 15, not only crowned Miss
Cleo as the Miss RIT 2001, but also
delivered an unprecedented amount of
gender-bending fun for participants
and audience members.
Along with hostess Sasha Sashay,
other professional drag queens at the
event included DeeDee Dubois and
Lexxus. Participating amateur queens
included third-year Industrial Design
major Miss Cleo, third-year Photog
raphy/Advertising Felacia, second-year
New Media/Publishing Bonny Pinque,
and Miss RIT 1995 Samantha Vega.
“Half the girls on stage look hotter
than I do,” said second-year Graphic
Design major Julie Muszynski.
DeeDee Dubois thought this year’s
show was significantly better than the
previous RIT Drag Show, in which she
participated. “There was more people;
it was louder,” she said. “The music
was very good... It was all about the
crowd and the chemistry between the
queens that were performing.”
RITGA offered a $1 discount to audi
ence members who showed up
in drag. Among the other audi- ~
ence members who dressed for
the show were Student Government President Erick Littleford
and one of the two interpreters,
Aaron Gorelack.
“It just seemed appropriate for the
venue,” said Gorelack, who had not
attended a drag show since the late
70s. “I just wanteà to fit in’’
The audience got in .the act when
four male students competed for the
“Cabana Boy” gym bag, where the
student who stripped to his boxers the
quickest won the bag.
On behalf of the RIT Gay Alliance
executive board, RITGA Ally and Drag
Show Coordinator• Jared Campbell
said, “We couldn’t have asked for a
better turnout considering that 10
minutes into the show Fireside
[Lounge] was so packed that we only
had standing room available.”
Each drag queen performed by
dancing and lipsyncing .to a sor~g of

WORD

photos by Brian Marcus

‘‘This really gross guy asked me,
and I didn’t want to hurt his
pride, so I pretended I was
grounded and even did the
whole crying thing over the
phone. So I didn’t ~
Rose Nemiroff
First Year
Photo
//~_~
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was all about the crowd and the chemistry between the
queens that were performing”
their choice. In addition, the professional queens asked the contestants questions,
Miss America-style. Contestants were judged by performance, dress, and attitude. The
judges for the event were Lucinda Koessler, Karen PeIc, Eric Canfield, Patti Kirk, and
Anna Costales.
While the official objective of the competition was to crown Miss RIT 2001, all the partic
ipants agreed that they were just there to have fun.
“The RIT show is a lot more fun than other shows... because there’s no bullshit going
on with queens at the bar,” said Sasha Sashay. “There’s no prissy Prima Donna crap
here... It’s about everybody coming out and having fun and just having a good time. It’s
a lot more friendly.”
“This is just Halloween for me right now,” said this year’s Miss RIT, Miss Cleo.
“It gives students that don’t have the opportunity to necessarily get off campus all the
time... a different venue to meet people,” said DeeDee Dubois. “It’s good for the gay
kids too. Even the straight kids, ‘cause we had a lot of straight people here tonight.
“I think that we have really good drag in Rochester... It’s not a bunch of little boys
running around in dresses with no makeup on their faces,” she added. “We do it all.”
For the professional drag queens, doing drag shows is a part-time job. “I have a day
job that I love, but at the same time, it’s very business-oriented, and so when I get to
get in drag, it’s a nice little release,” said Sasha Sashay. “It breaks away from the
normality of my day, lets me have fun and be creative and otherwise I wouldn’t really
have an outlet to do that which is what I do.
“I love it,” added Sashay. “I get to do whatever the fuck I want to. I get to be the
princess. I get to go out and just have fun and people cater to me and that’s one of the
things about being a queen; that is fun—they call you a queen for a reason.”
This year’s drag show was open to both drag queens and drag kings, but only drag
queens entered the competition. The DJ for the event was DJ Mac (http:lldjmac.hyper
mart.net)..
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team won for the first
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Honors Program Initiated

Vague requirements hinder initial success
by Peter Gravelle

In November of 2001, the Academic
Senate approved a program that RIT
has long been without, although many
other universities across the nation have
had for a long time: the Honors program.
RIT’s Honors program, which has been
in development for over three years, is
a project aimed at bringing together
some of RIT’s most successful students.
However, even before the Academic
Senate’s approval, the program was
already in place.
Two years ago, the first Honors
students were selected, seemingly at
random, from a group of students with
the highest GPAs at RIT/NTID. These
students put into motion many of the
programs that now exist; for example,
Honors Housing, which, according to the
students in the program, is one of the
best parts of the program. They also
started work on the Honors Executive
Board, a form of governance designed to
allow students in the program greater
feedback to the program design itself.
This past summer, the current class
of Honors students was notified of their
status. They were given the option to
accept their position in the program,
as well as to live in Honors Housing.
There are about 65 first-year honors
students, in addition to approximately
30 second-year students. Many of
them live on the first floor of Baker Hall,
the official Honors Housing.
This year’s Honors students were
handpicked much more carefully than
last year’s. Their academic records from
high school, combined with their
extracurricular activities, were used to
place them in the Honors program.
Hopefully, this will lead to a higher reten

photos by Edmund Fountain
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tion rate for the program, since over half of last year’s Honors candidates either dropped
out of the program or failed to meet their requirements.
In order to maintain a working membership in the Honors program, a range of require
ments must be met: these can be anything from community service to extracurricular selfimprovement. Honors students are required to perform “complementary learning activities”
(formerly, “experiential learning activities”) at the rate of two activities per year for the first
two years. These activities range from leadership training with RIT’s Leadership Education
and Development (LEAD) program to collecting school supplies for underprivileged chil
dren in the Rochester area.
However, as one first-year Honors student and Computer Science major John Kozlowski
relates, not all the complementary learning credits are evenly dispersed. Kozlowski went
to a protest in Washington D.C. Upon returning from this voluntary trip, he asked if he could
get experiential learning (as it was called at the time) credit and was declined. Due to his
attendance at the protest in Washington, Kozlowski missed a jazz concert for which credit
was being given.
However, on the whole, most students have not had such problems with the comple
mentary learning credits. One student said that he had no problems at all. However, his

choices were ones that were specifically
organized by the Honors program,
instead of a voluntarily-submitted choice.
The students were told that anything
else that might be considered valid could
be submitted for review.
The invitations to the Honors
program mentioned the complemen
tary learning credit program, but one
vitally important requirement was
omitted—the student’s GPA.
Shortly after the students arrived,
there was a mention of the possibility of
requiring a minimum GPA, but since no
definite plans were made, most of the
Honors students dismissed the require
ment as a rumor.
On the evening of Sunday, December
9, the fantasy abruptly ended during a
dinner that had been called for a discus
sion of the official acceptance of the
Honors program by the Academic
Senate. The dinner also included an
information session on the plans for an
Honors Student Executive Board.
As they checked in for the dinner, the
Honors students each received a letter
that stated the significant academic
requirements for maintaining the Honors
status: after two academic quarters, a
minimum 3.2 GPA had to be sustained, 26
credit hours had to be taken, and two
complementary learning activities had to
be completed. Previous information stated
that Honors students had their entire first
year to get their complementary learning
credit done. Some students at the dinner

were dismayed by this new time
period allotted for complemen
tary learning activities.
Similarly disconcerting
‘
accelerations of requirements
,~
~
~
for the second-year students
were also noted.
Honors students were
informed that they had to
complete three honors Liberal
Arts courses in the first two
,~
years, and two of those courses
had to be taken in the first year.
First-year Computer Science
major Mike Pulcini said he sent an email to director Catherine Winnie informing her that
because of scheduling conflicts, he could not take an honors course in the winter quarter,
and therefore would probably be unable to take two the first year.
“In a personal email in response to the original message,” said Pulcini, “she revealed to
me that [the two liberal arts courses in the first year] requirement was not truly required.
And that she would send a correction to the list. The correction never came.”
The current (and hopefully final) requirement is that three courses (12 credits) have to
be taken by the end of the fifth quarter. By that time, Honors students should have completed
four complementary learning activities as well as have a 3.4 GPA.
At this point, the further wording of the requirements gets cloudy. For instance, after nine
quarters, students have to successfully “complete” designated College of Liberal Arts
requirements, without actually specifying what they are. They also need at least a GPA of
3.5 and 135 credits.
In order to graduate as an Honors program student, a student needs to receive at least
a 3.6 GPA, and complete their degree. Also mentioned is a “program-based capstone
project,” something not covered elsewhere.
Hopefully, as the prog
,
The program’s participants definitely see a bright f
there has been official approval for it.•
There are also prov
before the end of yo

i.
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Bob Davila is a man who knows what
he’s doing and he’s not one to mince
words when it comes down to business.
He is deeply dedicated to giving opportu
nities to Deaf and hard of hearing people,
and as the Vice President of NTID, Davila
puts a ton of time into his work.
“I come in around 7:15 a.m. in the
morning and I go home around 5:30 p.m.
to 6:00 p.m.,” said Davila. “In between, of
course, there are a number of meetings.
Life is one long meeting that never ends!
I have regular meetings with many
people who report directly to me.
“I have overall responsibility for every
aspect of NTID’s programs, and I am
accountable to the President [of the Insti
tute] and to the Board of Trustees,”
continued Davila.
Before he came to NTID in 1996, he
earned himself the position of the Assis
tant Secretary (AS) for Special Educa
tion and Rehabilitative Services in the
U.S. Department of Education. He held
this position during Former President
George Bush’s term in office from 1989
to 1993. While in this position, Davila
managed a budget of $8 billion,
oversaw over 700 employees, and often
spoke in front of Congress.
According to Davila, the AS is the
federal spokesperson and policymaker
for education and rehabilitation
programs serving the nation’s 42 million
persons with disabilities. In fact, Davila
was recently nominated by current
President George W. Bush to serve as
one of the Members of the National
Council on Disability.
Davila’s credentials go on and on,
but the one he is most proud of is joining
RIT in 1996. “At that time I thought I
would be here a few years,” said Davila,
“but I got involved in the strategic plan
[of NTID]. Then I decided that this Insti
tute was the perfect match for my
educational philosophy.”
Davila knows that teamwork is
needed to run the educational institu
tion. “A professional Deaf staff could
not do this alone,” said Davila. “Neither
could a hearing professional staff serve
Deaf students successfully without the
inclusion of Deaf persons in their ranks.
We need both.
“I believe that I have equal responsi
bility to all persons for whom I am respon
sible, whether they are Deaf or hearing.
To do otherwise would be unfair. Having
said this, however, I never lose sight of
the purpose of NTID, which is to provide
the best possible education and training
to aspiring young Deaf and hard-ofhearing folks.”
One goal he has right now is to
improve the relationship between Deaf
and hearing students. “If [a person ever
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has] an issue with a person,” said Davila,
“It will be because that person’s
thinking.. .was the reason. If that person
is Deaf, that won’t be part of the issue...
People are entitled to disagree. But it
should have nothing to do with not being
able to hear.”
Davila has developed a liking to
NTID’s mission. “My only regret about
being here is that I didn’t come here 15,
20 years ago,” he said. “I wish I had. I
would have changed the world... There may never be another place like NTID. Really,
I’m serious.”
Davila says he wishes he could help aspiring students for years, but “I’m getting close to
the end of my career. My wife and I have started to discuss retirement. I think that in the next
year, I am going to be really
making a decision about
how long I have here.”
Retirement will surely be
a new experience for Davila, given he has held a full-time job for as long as he can
remember. “I have always been a driven person,” said Davila. “I have a strong work ethic
and I am goal-oriented. Always have been... When I discovered that education could be
the pathway to a better life, I put all my energy and efforts into the task. And that is how
I view life and opportunity today. Give it your best shot and if you come up a bit short,
you will still sleep peacefully at night because you know you did your best. No one really
has any right to ask for more.”
When Davila wishes to catch up with himself by taking a day off, he goes golfing when
ever he can. “My free time is not a big deal, but I do have a passion, that’s golf. I wish I could
say I learned golf when I was a kid and I wish I could say I was better than I ever am—I am
not! And I love to play. And every time I have a chance I will play.”
Davila does not keep track of his golfing handicap since he does not golf often enough,
nor go to the same course frequently. But, he said, “It took me a long time to break a
hundred and I’m pretty proud of the fact that I can hit in the mid to high 90s. My goal is
to someday get to 90. I don’t know if I will ever do that. But one thing about me is that I
generally play with my friends who are as old as I am and I am catching them. As they
are coming down, I am going up!”
Along with an improving golf game, another virtue Davila can claim is that “I have been
very fortunate, of course, to reach a comfortable level in life, but I don’t really dwell on the
physical aspects of life.”
But again, Davila wants to ease the challenges of Deaf and hard of hearing students. “I
know people on this campus who know very little about NTID and they make no effort to
learn more. We represent one-fourth of the entire University budget even though we only
represent 1/12 of the student body... We are major players at the table, but still people
don’t know about us... We may be better known in some situations outside in Japan or in
China than we are on the campus. I want to more or less create a better balance between
that.”•
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needed to run the educational institu
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to aspiring young Deaf and hard-ofhearing folks.”
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improve the relationship between Deaf
and hearing students. “If [a person ever
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Along with an improving golf game, another virtue Davila can claim is that “I have been
very fortunate, of course, to reach a comfortable level in life, but I don’t really dwell on the
physical aspects of life.”
But again, Davila wants to ease the challenges of Deaf and hard of hearing students. “I
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The following night against Elmira, RIT again struggled offensively. However, they had
considerable difficulty slowing down the Soaring Eagles’ shooters, as Elmira fired 35
shots at Vonderembse. She had another fine outing though, turning aside 33 Elmira
attempts. Unfortunately. her efforts weren’t enough, as the Lady Tigers dropped their
first game of the season, 2-0.
Laura Hurd got the job done, putting the Soaring Eagles in front at 9:19. After missing
the first half of the second period because of a misconduct penalty, the freshman came back
to the game to cause further problems for RIT. She rattled off eight shots and sealed the
victory with just over five minutes to play, scoring her 11th goal the season.
In her first season of collegiate hockey, Hurd is-the leader in points and assists in the
ECAC West conference. At the holiday break, her achievement of 26 points is nine goals
ahead of the second-place scorer, teammate and classmate Charissa Gawant. Against the
Lady Tigers, Gawant had four shots and assisted the second goal.
Despite the loss, RIT remained unbeaten in ECAC East league play at the break. Senior
Colleen Baude and freshman Kasie Strong lead AlT’s offensive efforts. Baude has 19
points on seven goals and 12 assists, while Strong has five goals and 12 helpers.

by Marci Savage Aaron Landers

Women’s Basketball Looking for
It has been a tough start for the RIT
Victory Tigers’
women’s basketball team, losing
games on both December 9 and 11, to
bring their record down to 0-6.
Under the tutelage of first-year coach
Jeff McCaffrey, the team cannot seem
to grasp their first win, no matter how
hard they play.
On December 9, against Cazenovia,
RIT was not able to hold down leading
scorer Tiffany Trent, who finished with 25
points. The three leading scorers for the
Tigers were all juniors: Jen Miazga and
Jen Barone, who both scored 11 points,
while Adria Lewnes added 10.
The team was back in action two
nights later, trying to earn their first
victory against Fredonia. This proved
difficult due to the foul trouble the Tigers
found themselves in. RIT sent Fredonia
to the free throw line 36 times, which
ended up costing the winless squad big
time in the end.
The final score of the game was 8065, which gave the Tigers their sixth
straight loss of the season. The leading
scorer for RIT was sophomore Tonya
Campbell with 15 points. She also had
four rebounds on the night.

Men Split with U-lB National Team: History
Repeats The men had a tough weekend before the break with a pair of exhibition games in Ann Arbor,
l. / ~

Men’s Basketball moves
to 3—3
In the Brodie Tournament, held on
December 8 and 9 at AlT, the men’s
basketball team went 1-1, bringing their
record to 3-2. On December 12 the
Tigers lost to the U of R Yellowjackets,
bringing them to 3-3 this far in
the season.
In a second-half blowout, the Univer
sity of Rochester outscored the Tigers
45-14, leading them to their 74-37 win.
In the game against U of R, the Tigers’
top scorer was senior captain Brandon
Redmond with 15, followed by junior
Michael Stanton with 12.
The team lost in their first game of
the Brodie Tournament to D’Youville,
with a final score of 58-62. In the very
close loss, the Tigers were lead once
again by scoring sensation Redmond,
with 21 points.
In the second game of the tourna
ment, the team beat York College 64-52.
Four players for AlT scored double digits
in that game, including freshman Jesse
Foote, junior Tim Book, Michael
Stanton, and Redmond. He was once
again the high scorer, with 13.
The Tigers return to action with home
games tonight and tomorrow against
conference opponents. Tonight, they
take on Utica at 8:00 p.m. Hartwick
invades Clark gym on Saturday. Tipoff is
set for 4:00.
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Lady Tigers Drop First of the
AlT/Elmira hockey rivalry runs deep. Well, at least it does for the men, who battle
Season The
every year for the lone pool B qualifying spot in the NCAA Tournament.
The women’s teams, however, don’t share that same history. Playing in different
conferences, the two teams rarely get the opportunity to cross paths. They did,
however, clash last Saturday night in a non-conference showdown at the Ritter
Arena. Atight battle was anticipated, as Elmira, entering the contest with 11 wins and
only one loss, has steadily been in the national poll this year. They came into the game
in the 8th spot.
The Lady Tigers entered the game still boasting their undefeated record, with the
only blemish coming in the form of a tie, gathered one week earlier in a confronta
tion with Southern Maine.
The night before, AlT hosted a very talented Rochester Edge team. Against the
Edge, the Lady Tigers could only muster 11 shots and struggled to get going offen
sively. At the other end of the ice, sophomore goaltender Elaine Vonderembse played
solid in goal, making several big saves in the third period, and turning aside 14 shots
overall. The result: a scoreless draw.
The result did not count toward the Lady Tigers’ record, as this was an exhibi
tion contest.

MI, against the United States Under-18 National Development team.
The first night, the Tigers jumped ahead to a 2-0 lead in the first period. The Tigers’ power
play has been phenomenal this year, as the USND found out 12:27 into the game. On the
team’s first man-advantage, sophomore Ryan Fairbarn fired a rocket from the point that
senior Sam Hill deflected into the net for the goal.

Freshman Roberto Orofiarma
notched AlT’s second goal less than three
minutes later as he one-timed a feed from
junior Mike Bournazakis.
The US team stormed back, scoring a
late first-period goal as David Booth
chipped the puck over RIT goaltender
Tyler Euverman from close range.
The US team controlled play in the
second period and leveled the game at
the 9:28 mark, sporting some power-play
magic of their own. Patrick Eaves skated
in from the corner and slid the puck
around Euverman and into the net.
AlT came out flying in the third period,
regaining the lead just 1:37 into the
period. Sophomore Mike Tarantino put
home a rebound in an in-front-of-the-net
scramble for the deciding goal
of the contest.
Hill added some insurance with
second of the game, this time on a break
away, at 8:30 in the period. The US team
attempted to rally, outshooting AlT 14-6 in
the third session, with the majority o
US shots coming late in the period.
Euverman held the fort, however, and
finished the evening with 20 saves.
The next night’s game was a different
story. Playing on an Olympic-size ice
surface, the Tigers struggled to adjust
and were outshot 26-7 in the opening
period. Euverman was a wall once again,
allowing just a single goal late in the
period: Mark Stuart sent a rocket from
the top of the slot that made it through
traffic and into the back of the net at
18:21. The power-play tally gave the US
its first lead of the two-game series. They
would never relinquish it.
Stuart scored his second goal just 2:14
into the second period. Junior David
Bagley brought one back at 11:12 of the
period, but it was the only goal the Tigers
could muster in their 28 shots.
Patrick Eaves scored a hat trick in the
final period and Brett Sterling added two
more, including an empty netter, as the
USND team rolled over the Tigers 7-1.
Despite the loss, the weekend was a
good result for Wayne Wilson’s squad.
The USND team regularly plays against
Division I teams and Junior “A” teams.
Last season, the Tigers also split games
against the Under-i 8 squad.
The team is on the road this weekend:
however, Wilson’s troops return to the
Ritter Arena next Saturday in a home-athome series against Oswego. The Lakers
boast an outstanding 6-1 record in the
SUNYAC and won the Jimmy Mac Invi
tational tournament at Brockport last
month. They also defeated Elmira 9-6
earlier in the season. A sweep over
Oswego will put AlT even further ahead
on tiebreakers, should the Tigers and
Soaring Eagles be tied at the end of the
regular season.
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the first half of the second period because of a misconduct penalty, the freshman came back
to the game to cause further problems for RIT. She rattled off eight shots and sealed the
victory with just over five minutes to play, scoring her 11th goal the season.
In her first season of collegiate hockey, Hurd is-the leader in points and assists in the
ECAC West conference. At the holiday break, her achievement of 26 points is nine goals
ahead of the second-place scorer, teammate and classmate Charissa Gawant. Against the
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The Road Ahead Tigers Look for their third straight regular-season title
As predicted, RIT and rival Elmira sit
atop the ECAC West standings at the
halfway mark in the season, and after
limited conterence action by both teams.
In two weeks, the Tigers begin an impor
tant stretch of conference games.
Wayne Wilson’s club finishes the season
with six league games in a row in a span
of three weeks, starting and finishing
with Elmira.

ECAC West
Rookies Between

meetings with the Soaring
Eagles, RIT faces off against Utica and
Neumann, and twice against Hobart.
Utica and Neumann are competing in
their first year of ECAC West play,
though both have very different histo
ries and results at the midway point of
the season.
In the spring of 2000. the Utica
College Board of Trustees added
hockey as an intercollegiate sport. Now,
in their first full season of competition,
the Pioneers, under coach Gary
Heenan, have been lingering around
.500 all year.
Their biggest win so far was over
Lebanon Valley, RIT’s first-round oppo
nent in last year’s NCAA Tournament.
They also upended Johnson & Wales,
but fell to Wentworth 2-1.
Utica are a decent side who may keep
things close early, but don’t expect an
upset on February 1 when the two teams
meet in the Utica Memorial Auditorium.
Neumann are in their fourth year as a
Division Ill varsity hockey program. The
first three years, the team played as an
independent and amassed a dismal 1437-2 record. This season, the Knights
haven’t fared much better, holding a 29 record at the holiday break.
Neumann’s bright spots are few and
far between: Matt Saur hasn’t been too
shabby in goal. with a save percentage
of just under .900. Not bad, considering
opponents have averaged over 40 shots
per game against the sophomore goal
tender. Saur has looked strong. but will
need to stand on his head in order to
keep this one close. The Tigers rifled off
54 shots when the teams met on
November 4, taking the game 12-2.

Familiar
Faces What can

be said about Hobart? Well,
they haven’t fared too well against the
Tigers, who lead the all-time series 565-0. The Statesmen haven’t exactly
been turning heads this year either. At
the holiday break, they are 6-6-0. with
one of those losses coming at the hands
of RIT in the Chase Tournament.
The Tigers host the Statesmen on
February 2, with the teams facing off
again just four days later at Hobart. Don’t
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expect any miracles—the closest they have come to beating the Tigers in recent years was
a 6-4 result in the ECAC West semifinal two years ago.
Elmira is possibly AlT’s toughest conference opponent, maybe even one of the best teams
that RIT plays all year. At the holiday break, the Soaring Eagles boasted a perfect league
record with wins over Neumann, Hobart, and Utica.
Despite success in the ECAC West, Elmira have had mixed results outside of the
conference. They upset national powers Plattsburg on the road and St. Norbert in the first
round of the East West Shootout, played at the Domes in Elmira.
After dropping the East West final 8-7 to St. Johns (Minn.), Elmira suffered the first of
two non-conference losses that could benefit the Tigers’ postseason fate.
Two nights after the St. Johns loss, the Soaring Eagles, playing in their third game in
four days, fell to Oswego 9-6. This was followed by a 2-1 overtime loss to Williams the same
weekend RIT rolled over the Ephs.
The Tigers take on Oswego in a pair of games next weekend. One of the tie-breaking
criteria for the conference championship, as well as the NCAA Tournament. is record
against common opponents. Wins over the SUNYAC power could put Elmira into the pres
sure of a must-win situation when the two teams meet. Even though the best way to get
that lone pool “B” qualifying bid for the tournament is to win the conference playoffs flatout, it never hurts to have the tiebreakers on your side as well.
As for this weekend, the Tigers are on the road at Fredonia. The Blue Devils haven’t been
very impressive, posting a 5-8-1 record at the break, as well as a horrendous 1-6 in the
SUNYAC. Tune in to WITR at 7:00 p.m. to listen to the game.
Don’t turn the broadcast on late or you might miss a few AlT goals.

Player Profile: Tony

allace

Any athlete will tell you that the key to
success is pure, unbridled determina
tion. At the collegiate level, all athletes
possess at least a certain level of
talent. However, the will to win and a
sheer love of sport are what carry
home the heroes at the end of the day.
Nowhere is this more true than in
wrestling: each competitor walks into
the match at roughly the same weight,
bringing with him only skill. Recently,
I had the opportunity to speak with
AlT wrestler Tony Wallace, the twotime All American who leads this
year’s team. As if becoming an All
American once, much less twice,
wasn’t challenge enough, Wallace
also has overcome another hurdle to
achieve his goals: he is partially Deaf.
If this burden has affected his path in
any way, it certainly is not evident from
speaking with him.
Wallace’s first exposure to the sport
of wrestling was at a very early age,
being introduced to it by his father at
age five. Living with his father, he was
encouraged to continue competing,
and his talent was fostered through
grade school in Ohio. Ever confident
in his abilities, Wallace was the best in
the state, and moved on to his colle
giate career at RIT. Now 27, he has led
the Tigers to the championships
several times, including the 1997-98
season, in which AlT received 8th
place in the nation.
Outside of wrestling, Wallace can
often be found hanging out with
friends like every other college
student, as well as playing an occa
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photos by Den is Rochefort

sional game of racquetball with coach Scott
Stever. A true athlete, he also spends his free
time in the spring playing rugby with the AlT
club team, in addition to preparing for the
upcoming season.
As for what the future holds in terms of
wrestling, Wallace expects to participate in the
approaching Deaf World Games. If things go
well for him this season and beyond, he noted
that he might even try out for the Olympics.
Outside of the sport, he looks forward to grad
uating this year with a degree in Packaging
Science, and moving on from that to start his
own business. In addition, he looks forward to
spending more time with his daughter, who
lives in his hometown in Ohio.
This year looks to be the most promising
year for Wallace than any previously in his
career. Already starting the season with a virtu
ally unblemished record, he is well on his way
to his goal to be the national champion.
In addition to being an extraordinary wrestler
on the mat, Wallace is also extremely appre
ciative of all who have supported him, and what
he has been given. He noted that everything he
has achieved in his illustrious career has come
thanks to those who have encouraged him
along the way. As a final note on competing and
his collegiate career, he had this to say: “I never
take life too seriously, because you never know
how things will turn out.”
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The Road Ahead Tigers Look for their third straight regular-season title
As predicted, RIT and rival Elmira sit
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with Elmira.

ECAC West
Rookies Between

meetings with the Soaring
Eagles, RIT faces off against Utica and
Neumann, and twice against Hobart.
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their first year of ECAC West play,
though both have very different histo
ries and results at the midway point of
the season.
In the spring of 2000. the Utica
College Board of Trustees added
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in their first full season of competition,
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Division Ill varsity hockey program. The
first three years, the team played as an
independent and amassed a dismal 1437-2 record. This season, the Knights
haven’t fared much better, holding a 29 record at the holiday break.
Neumann’s bright spots are few and
far between: Matt Saur hasn’t been too
shabby in goal. with a save percentage
of just under .900. Not bad, considering
opponents have averaged over 40 shots
per game against the sophomore goal
tender. Saur has looked strong. but will
need to stand on his head in order to
keep this one close. The Tigers rifled off
54 shots when the teams met on
November 4, taking the game 12-2.

Familiar
Faces What can

be said about Hobart? Well,
they haven’t fared too well against the
Tigers, who lead the all-time series 565-0. The Statesmen haven’t exactly
been turning heads this year either. At
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one of those losses coming at the hands
of RIT in the Chase Tournament.
The Tigers host the Statesmen on
February 2, with the teams facing off
again just four days later at Hobart. Don’t
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expect any miracles—the closest they have come to beating the Tigers in recent years was
a 6-4 result in the ECAC West semifinal two years ago.
Elmira is possibly AlT’s toughest conference opponent, maybe even one of the best teams
that RIT plays all year. At the holiday break, the Soaring Eagles boasted a perfect league
record with wins over Neumann, Hobart, and Utica.
Despite success in the ECAC West, Elmira have had mixed results outside of the
conference. They upset national powers Plattsburg on the road and St. Norbert in the first
round of the East West Shootout, played at the Domes in Elmira.
After dropping the East West final 8-7 to St. Johns (Minn.), Elmira suffered the first of
two non-conference losses that could benefit the Tigers’ postseason fate.
Two nights after the St. Johns loss, the Soaring Eagles, playing in their third game in
four days, fell to Oswego 9-6. This was followed by a 2-1 overtime loss to Williams the same
weekend RIT rolled over the Ephs.
The Tigers take on Oswego in a pair of games next weekend. One of the tie-breaking
criteria for the conference championship, as well as the NCAA Tournament. is record
against common opponents. Wins over the SUNYAC power could put Elmira into the pres
sure of a must-win situation when the two teams meet. Even though the best way to get
that lone pool “B” qualifying bid for the tournament is to win the conference playoffs flatout, it never hurts to have the tiebreakers on your side as well.
As for this weekend, the Tigers are on the road at Fredonia. The Blue Devils haven’t been
very impressive, posting a 5-8-1 record at the break, as well as a horrendous 1-6 in the
SUNYAC. Tune in to WITR at 7:00 p.m. to listen to the game.
Don’t turn the broadcast on late or you might miss a few AlT goals.

Player Profile: Tony

allace
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GET CHEAP TEXTBOOKS! Search 16 bookstores with 1 click! S&H and taxes
are also calculated. http://www.bookhq.com/
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EARN $1000 FOR YOUR GROUP! Work on campus to raise money for your
student group or organization. Make your own schedule and earn $5 per applica
tion. Please call 1-800-808-7450
Spring Break- Nassau! Paradise Island, Cancun and Jamaica from $459. Air,
Hotel, Transfers, Activities, and Morel Organize small group- earn FREE tnps plus
commissions! Call 1-800-GET-SUN-i
tmACT NOW? Guarantee the best Spring Break Prices! South Padre, Cancun,
Jamaica, Bahamas, Acapulco, Florida, & Mardigras. Reps Needed...Travel tree,
earn $$$. Grouo discounts for 6+ 800-838-8203/ www.leisuretours.com
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dwilaw.coni
1209 East Avenue Rochester, NY

Wanted! Spring Breakers! Sun Coast Vacations wants to send you on Spring
Break to Cancun, the Bahamas, Jamaica, or Mazatlan For Free! To find out how,
call 1-888-777-4642 or email sales@suncoastvacations.com.
#1 Spring Break Vacations! Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas, & Florida. Book Early &
get free meal plan. Earn cash & Go Free! Now hiring Campus Reps. 1 -800-2347007 endlesssummertours.com
SPRING BREAK! Indulge in FREE Travel, and Food with the best DJ’s and
celebrities in Cancun, Jamaica, Mazatlan, and the Bahamas. Go to
StudentCity.com, or call 1-800-293-1443 or email sales@studentcity.com to find
out more.
A FREE SPRING BREAK? Hottest Destinations! Lowest Prices Guaranteed? Best
Airlines! Hotels? Tons of freebies? 2 free trips on 15 sales. Earn Cash? Group
Discounts! Book online. www.sunsplashtours.com
1-800-426-7710
Fraternities * Sororities * Clubs * Student Groups
Earn $1 ,000-$2,000 this semester with the easy Carnpusfundraiser.com three
hour fundraising event. Does not involve credit card applications. Fundraising
dates are filling quickly, so call today? Contact Campusfundraiser.com at (888)
923-3238, or visit www.camousfundraiser.com
Spring Break 2002?? Prices from $419, on the beach from $529. Reliable air to
Cancun, Acapulco, Mazatlan, Jamaica, Bahamas, and South Padre. Mexico
Special-FREE MEALS and ACTIVITES, book by Nov 15th and save BIG?! Orga
nize a group and travel FREE. Break with The Best www.studentexpress.com. Call
for details and a FREE brochure 1-800-787-3787.
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Mon.-Sun. Special
Fill S12~’
Full Set S22”
Manicures $10
Pedicures $23
400 Jefferson Rd.,
Rochester
716-427-8540
(near Comp USA), across
from SouthTown Plaza
www.UnltedNaUs.conVDKNa1is

Start your own Fraternity! Zeta Beta Tau is looking for men to start a new Chapter.
If you are interested in academic success, a chance to network and an opportunity
to make friends in a non-pledging Brotherhood, e-mail: zbtOzbtnational.oro or call
800-431-9674.

THIS
SPACE FOR RENT!
Advertise the items you wish to sell or the items you’re looking for in this space for
low cost! Classifieds are only $5.50 per week for up to 35 words, and $5 per week
for three weeks or more.
Reporter uses standard column inches (2.0625” x 1”) to describe the size of
display advertisements. Each page is 4 columns wide by 10 columns tall. Open
rate for advertisers is $8.50 per column inch, $7.15 per column inch for an RIT
department, and $6.99 per column inch for RIT Student Clubs. Discounts are
available for prepaid and volume purchases. For color, add $3.50 per column inch.
Submitted ads may be in TIFF, JPEG, EPS, PDF, Quark, Photoshop, or Illustrator
formats. Color ads must be in CYMK. Submission of ads can be done electroni
cally via e-mail to ads@mail.rit.edu, or by floppy or Zip 100 disk. Resolution should
be at least 266 dpi.
Contact Ad Manager Kelly Nowakowski at 475-2213 for any inquiries.

REMEMBER TAB ADS?

FAKE STORY (World Askew, page 9): LUBBOCK, Texas

Tab Ads are short messages RIT students and faculty can place in the magazine.
They can be directed towards anyone or everyone, and best of all, they’re free?
Just send an e-mail to reporter@rit.edu with your brief message (35 words or
less), along with your full name, address, and phone number. Submissions without
those criteria will not be considered.
Tab Ads are due the second Thursday before the issue’s publication date (eight
days in advance).
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530pm vs Salve Regina
WomeWs BB 200pm vs. Hartwick
MeWsBB4:OOpm vs. Hartwick
Men’s/Women’s mnling
1 .Opm vs.SUNY Geneseo
.)
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Talisman Presents
Ghostbuste,~ &Evolution
7pm & 9:30pm in Ingle $1

~

Call x5-2509TTY for Reallime Caption Schedule
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Sat., Jan. 19th
SoVoSo
(Highly imaginative acappella
ensemble)
7:30pm in Ingle
Tlckets:$5 Students/$10 Fac
Staff/$15 Public

Wi

Sat, Jan. 12th
Battle ofthe Bands
SAU Cafe
Price &Time:TBA
Fii.,Jan. 18th
CAB
Casino Niagra Trip
6:00pm 2:30am
Tickets:
$10 Students
$ 20 Staff
-

Sat., Jan. 26th

-

Janeane Garofalo
(Comedian! Actress)
8:00pm
Ajfl the ~.lark Gym
Tickets: $-5 Students
$10 Fac-Staff
$15 Public
.

AU events subject to change. Based on information available 12/18/01 Tickets may be charged in the SAU Gam
Room; call 475-2239(v/tty). CalendaRIT is a paid advertisement from the Center for Campus Life.
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On January 7th, the RTS campus shuttles began traveling in both
directions around RIT. Consult the new bus schedules for route and
availability information.
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