
A

reporter
12•4~98

* *

discovering
religion

*

A
V V
A A

A

V

V
A

*



Businesses and

organizations

nationwide, like
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As the movie The Siege was in produc
tion, and now as it comes to the screen,
it has spawned a debate that has reached
newspapers and magazines. The Arab

and Muslim communities in the U.S. are
arguing that the film promotes the
stereotype of Arabs and Muslim people

as terrorists. The producer, Edward
Zwick’, defends his movie as entertain
ment, and argues that the movie explores
what happens when stereotypes are

abed upon.
The Arab and Muslim communities are

rightly concerned that a number of

movies have portrayed Arab characters as
terrorists. However, I would like to
respectfully point out the number of

films that have had Irish terrorists (more
on this point later). Zwick claims that his
film illustrates how humanity has acted
in the past, as when the U.S. interred a

segment of the Japanese-American popu
lation during WWll. I can understand the

concern that Arabs and Muslims are
becoming the silver screen bogeymen,

but the trend of terrorism in films should
be explored as well.

I would caution the Arab-American

and Muslim groups to consider why ter
rorists in general are currently the “bad

guys” in movies. If nothing else, movies
tend to reflect the fears and loves of our

culture. Birth of a Nation, while pro

foundly racist, was produced while feel
ings about racism were very strong. With
the collapse of the Soviet Union, our
nation and, subsequently, our film indus

try have been seeking a new “bad guy” to
focus on. You guessed it: the terrorists

got picked.
So why are terrorists the new cultural

bogeymen? I think that anyone from a
country that regularly experiences terror

ism could easily answer that question.
The U.S., except for a few incidents and a
civil war, has fortunately never seen war

or terrorism on its own land. Therefore, I
believe there is an underlying fear in our
national psyche about terrorism, particu

larly as embassies and federal buildings
become targeted.

So where does this leave us? I am not
sure. If Zwick had written a political trea
tise on interring Arab and Muslim
Americans, then I think this would be a

different matter. But this debate does
open up the question of what role we

have assigned movies or what influence
films have on our culture. Does Zwick’s
argument about stereotypes defend or

implicate his movie? Does Hollywood

reflect cultural norms and values or does
it influence them? This also brings up the

question of the role of art in our society.
I think that it is healthy that this debate

has started in our country, and I hope
that all of the implications of this conver
sation are explored.

Michael Fagans
Editor in Chief

Therefore, I present the following ques

tion to start the dialogue on campus:
What are your opinions or reactions

to this editorial, to the movie, and
regarding the debate?

Letters to the Editor to be published
may be sent to the Reporter office or
submitted electronically to

MjF2744@rit.edu. I would prefer longer
letters to be submitted on disk or print

ed. Please include full name and tele
phone number for confirmation.

Note: To read this debate first hand,

the November 10 issue of The New York
Times has both Ibrahim Hooper’s “Again,

Islam Is An Easy Villain” and Edward
Zwick’s “In the Hurt Game, Honesty

Loses” articles on the Op-Ed page.
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Model Railroad Club
Holiday Open House

World News Ir
• Recent federal analysis by the U.S.
Geological Survey revealed that American
water consumption dropped by nine per
cent from 1980 to 1995, even as the pop

ulation grew by 16 percent. The fall is
attributed to a more efficient use of cur
rent water supplies. Whether the declin

ing trend will continue is unclear. (New
York Times)

• The creator of Batman, Bob Kane, died

last week at the age of 83. Batman was
the world’s first human superhero, creat

ed a year after Superman. Kane’s family
said that he died of natural causes. DC
Comics has said that along with Wonder
Woman and Superman, Batman is the

only comic book character to remain in
continuous publication since its concep
tion. (Reuters)

• The head of the Colombian Air Force
resigned after over 1,200 pounds of

cocaine were found in a military trans

ews

said they recovered homemade weapons
and Maoist propaganda from the rebels.
Over 300 rebels have died since 1996,

when a revolt to overthrow the constitu
tional monarchy began. (BBC)

Paul McCartney, Billy Joel, and Bruce

Springsteen are at the top of a list often
artists who were inducted into the Rock

and Roll Hall of Fame last week.
McCartney, also inducted for his work
with the Beatles, was again honored for

his solo work. Artists are eligible for
induction 25 years after their first
recording. The Hall of Fame itself is

located in Cleveland. (AP)

by Pete Lukow

MT

~. ~O

It’s Friday night and all of a sudden the munchies hit. You run

into the store to pick up a snack; but wait, you don’t want this
frivolous binge to cost your body the weeks you’ve spent work
ing out at the gym. Turning over the item of your choice you
scan the label. “Low Fat” — PERFECT! You promptly pay and

leave feeling good about your choice.
Chances are this scenario is a little more dramatic than

your typical shopping trip, but you can probably relate on
some level. In our very “food toxic” environment, it is very

easy to fall into the exact traps food manufacturers set for us.
Over the past decade, the preparation of the foods we con
sume’ has changed to encourage our taste buds and leave our

healthy eating behind. With many loopholes in FDA food label
ing requirements, foods that may not truly be healthy can slip
l~y, misleading consumers. The following nomenclature hig -

lights the deceptive labeling of fat that companies practice.
“Light/Lite” foods derive less than 50 percent of calories

from fat (or sodium). This can mean that, in a single serving of

150 calories, as many as 74 of them can be from fat. Buyers
beware: “Light” can also be on the label if the product is light
in color or texture, which totally defeats the meaning most of

us are searching for.
Another misleading term is “fat-free.” This usually means

that the product contains less than 0.5 grams of fat in the

given serving size, but not many of us have the time or motiva
tion to weigh out each serving we consume. “Low-fat” contin

—‘ I~s3IIa —

ues to mislead with 3 grams or less of fat per serving size.
Another common labeling of “reduced” can mean that it has a
little less than its “original” version. This is a common favorite

of the food industry because consumers think they’re eating a
lot better than when they were eating the regular cookies. The
list goes on, and it is perfectly legal for companies to label as
such. The important factor to understand is that you may not

be able to identify what you are buying merely by the label
alone.

Because of the tricky labeling, consumers are being fooled.

Reduced fat foods do not correlate with fewer calories. People
consume nearly as many (or even more) calories by eating
these foods than by eating the regular foods. Consumers are
baffle

There are 39 m

States today, many of whom are on “low-fat” diets. The theory
of genetic determination of size is a common argument for
being overweight, but doctors are rethinking this theory.
Recently on Frontline, Dr. George Cowan said, “We all have a

genetically determined [body frame] size, but the amount of
obesity is not genetic. That is left up to us and our own deci

s ions.”

byJenn Tipton

photos by Ed Pfueller

The SKINNY on FAT
‘..~ ‘\ is

Americans seem to hold a romantic connec- busy putting the finishing touches on its lat- the railroad,” explains President Tom
tion between trains and the holidays. est projects. Rohatsch. “Others come down and want to
Maybe you picked up grandma from the sta- The model railroad system that they are do the polar opposite as a way to relax.”
tion to visit for the holidays. You may have working on is still in its early stages, but Many come into the club as beginners who
had trains set up around your Christmas continues to evolve daily. Members are simply want to know more about
tree, or maybe you were one of the lucky busy working on all aspects of the system, the hobby.
kids who woke up to find one there as a from installing the wooden underframe, to The RITMRC Holiday Open House will be
gift. Whatever your exposure, here is a laying track, to designing electrical circuits held on Friday, December 1 1, from 1 1:00
chance to see what happens when you lib- and creating scenery. Visitors will be able to a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Admission is free, and
erate those trains from the dusty floor to see practical applications of many aspects there will be members on hand to run the
the tabletop. of RIT’s programs embodied in the model trains and answer questions. RITMRC is

The RIT Model Railroad Club (RITMRC) railroad. located in room A-420 in the Student Union
will be hosting its Holiday Open House to The RITMRC crew has representatives (across from the Reporter office). Call x2227
show off its work of the past two years. from nearly every college at RIT. “Many of for more information or visit
Working in the basement of the Student our members like to come down and apply http://www.rit.edu/—mrcwww/ on the web.
Alumni Union, the RITMRC crew has been what they are learning in the classroom to

by Otto Vondrak
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port plane. The discovery coincides with
renewed effort by the Colombian govern
ment to stop illegal drug exports. (BBC)

Cellasene, a new herbal remedy which

destroys cellulite, has caused stampedes
in Au stra Ii a. Italian manufacturer
Medestea Interna hopes to release the

drug in the UK by March. There is no
word regarding the drug’s release in the

U.S. (BBC)

• In Frankfurt, Germany, two robbers
attached a chain to an ATM machine
which, in turn, was attached to a truck,

and drove away with the machine in tow.
The cash dispenser, which contained tens

of thousands of marks, was not found.
The police recovered both the truck and

the chain. (Reuters)

• Police in Nepal have reported that
Maoist rebels were killed in a skirmish

with Dang security forces. The police

There are different (or polyunsaturated) are the good fats, meaning your body

breakdowns of fat classification: saturated fat, cholesterol, and requires them to function properly. Fat and all extra calories are
unsaturated fat. Along with fat come the calories — nine calories stored as energy in our bodies. Excess weight on our frames is a
per gram to be exact (as opposed to about four for each gram of car- result of consuming more calories than are actually burned through
bohydrates and proteins). Saturated fats clog arteries and cause metabolic or physical activity. This is why exercise is crucial, espe
heart disease; cholesterol is a type of saturated fat. Unsaturated fats cially if you have low metabolism.

6. 7.
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port plane. The discovery coincides with
renewed effort by the Colombian govern
ment to stop illegal drug exports. (BBC)
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Never Read
Set in modern London, but not really, Neverwhere is a book
that you really cannot put down — as long as you are trapped
for several hours on a plane flight with nothing better to do.

Author Neil Gaiman (Smoke and Mirrors, Angels and
Visitations, Good Omens) does a decent job of portraying the
life of a man whose reality has been snatched from him.

Unfortunately, the manner in which this man, Richard Mayhew,
adjusts to his new role in life is less than believable. One day
Mayhew is an engaged financial advisor at a major London firm;

the next, he is without his fiancee, his apartment, his job, and
without any of the trappings of his former reality. Somehow,
after a couple days, this does not really bother him as it would
most normally functioning human beings.

Mayhew finds himself caught up in London Below, a dark fairy

tale land of magic and intrigue. According to details occasional
ly found strewn amongst the less than meaningful plot line,
London Below is one of many “undercities” that exist around the

globe. These cities are tied to large metropolitan areas —

London, New York City, Bangkok, and numerous other major
urban sprawls around the globe. The residents of these underci
ties are those who have “fallen through the cracks.” These peo

ple are an odd conglomeration of history book figures, mythical
beasts, fairy tales, and other strange folk.
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~he doors of Ingle Auditorium were
opened on the evening of Wednesday,

November 4, as pianist Armenta
Hummings of the Eastman School of
Music performed several pieces of music

at a piano recital. Her selections ranged
from Beethoven to Joplin, pleasing an
audience of RIT students and faculty, as
well as members of the general public,
for about two hours.

Hummings played with her shoes off
due to unforeseeable but humorous cir
cumstances. She began her performance

with a somber rendition of “Nun Komm
der Heiden Heiland” (Now Comes the
Gentiles’ Savior), by Bach and Busoni, set
ting the mood. “Nun Freuteuch, lieben

Christen (Rejoice, beloved Christians)”
was a fast paced, quick-witted piece, and
“Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring,” by Bach and

Hess, was a familiar, beautiful piece.
After a short intermission, Hummings

returned and recounted to the crowd, “It

was either the piano, the bench, or the
shoes. So that’s why I’m not wearing any
shoes.” She opened her second act with

one of Beethoven’s most famed works,
“Moonlight Sonata.” Playing the first
movement at a rather quick pace, her

technical ability was impressive. By the

second movement she had developed a
definite feel for the piece, leading to a
remarkable third movement, which she
played with rhythmic vigor despite its
difficult tempo and dynamics.

She followed with three pieces by
Joplin: “The Entertainer,” “Cascades,”
and “Maple Leaf Rag.” These were
cheery, up-tempo songs played very

smoothly and with feeling. “Cascades”
gave a more staccato feeling than “The
Entertainer.” The rag piece, however,

gave Hummings a bit of trouble. Upon
losing the song in the middle of playing
it, she turned to her audience and said,

“I’m too tired to play Joplin!”
Fortunately for the crowd, she revisited
“Maple Leaf” later in the act and correct

ed her errors to create a wonderful ren
dition of the piece.

Last on her list of selections was
Prokofieff’s “Toccata Op. 11,” a seeming

ly difficult arrangement played at an
incredible tempo that seemed to offer no
problem to the pianist. With emotion

and movement, she concluded the piece
and her set of choices to enthusiastic
applause. According to Heather Banis, a

second year printing management major,

“She left me speechless. I’ve played piano
the majority of my life. Coming to see her
I had no expectations. I did not even

know her name. I just knew of her repu
tation as an acclaimed pianist. She defi
nitely lived up to and exceeded that rep
utation in my eyes.”

After the performance, the audience
had an opportunity to meet Hummings

and ask her some questions. When asked
why she had continued to play the piano
for so many years, Hummings responded

that she wanted an activity that would
allow her to communicate with others
across cultural boundaries. “I could trav
el and meet people all over the world,”

she said. “In later years, I’ve discovered
it’s one of the best spiritual disciplines.”

The “Performing Artists Series” is the
brainchild of David Perlman, who is a
professor of electrical engineering at RIT.

He started the series two and a half years
ago. In his words, it is “a hobby; a mis
sion of love to put on these concerts.”

byJenn Taylor and Chris Grocki

http://www.rit.edu/mdk2844
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Listen up PC users! One of your classmates has issued a chal
lenge — one that involves competing with Macs, so it must be
good! This site, owned by junior Michael Kern, who’s studying
imaging and photographic technology, includes a “PC gui
junky” (that’s goo-ey for those of you not in touch with your
computer lingo) page which includes screenshots of some
souped-up desktops. The challenge is to show Mac users that
we PC-folk can produce graphically stimulating images too.
After capturing a still frame of your desktop as described, sub
mit it to the site to be posted for all to see. Several links are
available on Kern’s page that will help you improve the
appearance of your desktop. For all you unfortunate Mac
users out there, there is also a link for the original “gui
junky” website.

flh’ *

Entitled The Fourth Dimension, this sharp looking homepage
is the home of a webpage and graphic design upstart compa
ny run by Kern and David Clark. The business portion of the
site includes information about the company, as well as some
beautiful photography by Kern. There is also a “spycam”
which would ideally allow you to see the entrepreneurs at
work, but it is currently not operational. For anyone interest
ed, Michael and David offer free site evaluations with the best
sites appearing on their monthly top ten list. The entire site is
well constructed, easy to move around in, and quite attractive.

by Nick Spiftal

/
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i f Quentin Tarantino ever created a
true comedy, Very Bad Things could be it.
I have never left a movie with such a feel

ing of shock and distress; I actually had a
headache and nauseating knots in my
stomach. Very Bad Things, however, is
not the product of a Hollywood master

mind like Tarantino, but rather the debut
of rookie director Peter Berg (formerly of
CBS’s Chicago Hope). Nonetheless, it is
masterfully conducted, and perhaps one

of the most well-done movies of the year.
This dark comedy, if it can be called a
comedy at all, is perhaps the most

c~ranged movie of our generation. We’re
not talking disgusting or gruesome
(although it has both), but rather a fright

ening, but laughable, look at the
extremes that people will go to, even
regarding friends and family.

Though the movie is touted as the

newest from Hollywood’s new leading
lady of comedy, Cameron Diaz, she plays

only a minor role, and thankfully so. Her
character is complaining, controlling,
untrusting, self-serving, and downright

annoying, but Diaz plays the part to a

tee. She is especially unaccepting of the
upcoming Las Vegas bachelor party of

her husband-to-be and his four closest
lifelong friends.

These friends are not good men.
Besides the usual bachelor party tradi

tions, a vast quantity of cocaine is con
sumed, and the stripper doubles as a

prostitute. When her slain corpse winds

up on the bathroom floor surrounded by
puddles of blood and stained hotel tow

els, all hell breaks loose. Rather than a
sensible 9-1-1 call, the doped-up, manip
ulative Boyle (Christian Slater) takes con
trol of the situation. The results are a

gruesome second death and a startling
cleanup routine. The five men return
home to prepare for the wedding as

planned, only to realize that coping with
the past is not as simple as “forgive and

forget.” The days immediately following
the grizzly Las Vegas party become a try

ing time for each man’s conscience, espe
cially when Laury Garrety (Diaz) joins in
Boyle’s derangement.

Besides the disturbing writing and

surprisingly impressive direction (both

by Berg), Very Bad Things is exceptional
ly acted. Except for the presence of the
pitiful Slater, whose whiny high-pitched

voice and feigned genuineness (actually,
Tarantino would be the perfect person

for the role) sabotage the film’s excel
lence, the casting is near perfect. Daniel

Stern convincingly plays an overly
uptight Jewish family man named Adam

Berkow, whose emotions get the best of
him at all possible occasions, while
Jeremy Piven (Ellen, Cupid) stars as his
immature and callous younger brother,

Michael. The sensitive, but misguided,
groom-to-be played by Jon Favreau has a

way of calming his irrational fiancee, as
well as others. Auto-mechanic Charles
Moore, whose shy demeanor is overshad

owed by his vivid facial expressions and
body language, is acted superbly by

Leland Orsen.
Do not go into this movie expecting

to see the peppy, happy Cameron Diaz
from There’s Something About Mary or
My Best Friend’s Wedding. Although

there are some hilarious moments, do
not expect to be rolling on the floor
laughing. Do expect to be shocked and

appalled, but at the same time, viewing a
near-brilliant movie.

by Nick Spittal

11.
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Throughout the course of the year, RHA

holds several activities geared to get the
entire student body, especially residence
hall students, involved. RHA President
Jaime Keiffer notes, “Some of our major
focuses include or have included Pizza
Wars (fall); Beat the Winter Blues and
Vegas Night (winter); and Celebration of
Community (spring).” In addition to large
activities, many smaller projects are
planned. There are roommate apprecia
tion days, exam kit distributions, and the
publication of the freshman record.

So what do students do when they
have problems or concerns about their
home away from home? One of the five
councils that comprise RHA is known as
the Issues Council. It consists of five sen
ators whose duties are to address the
concerns and ideas raised by the resident
population. They can then take those
concerns to the people on campus who
are best suited to deal with them, and
finally deliver a reply to the person who
originally asked for help.

Even with its many strengths, RHA
still occasionally struggles to get noticed
on campus. Since the majority of resi
dence hail students are freshmen, every
year the organization has to renew
efforts to introduce itself to the new
group. Over the past half-decade things
have definitely gotten better. “Five years
ago there wasn’t even a constitution, and
the group brought virtually nothing to
the students. Now we’re a very energetic
group, and we get things done at a very
high level of quality,” explains Keiffer.

“We encourage students to get
involved and active,” says Gonzalez,
“because your educational experience
will become much better and enriched.”
With its new office located in the tunnels
below Baker Hall and a variety of meth
ods to get in contact through the mem
bers, R[IA is a valuable resource available
to students who may just need that tiny
bit of assistance or excitement in their
college lives.

byJeff Prystajko
illustration by Andrew Baker
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For all you students who have ever
lived in a dorm room over the course of
your college careers, the experience may
have seemed confusing and unusual at
first. Living on your own, having freedom
to do whatever you want, whenever you
want — it’s great. Occasionally, however,
you need a helping hand to push you in
the right direction. Of course, your par
ents are miles and miles away and your

•‘s60’s7Os :Qs

friends may not always have the right
answers. To whom do you turn?

Enter the Residence Hall Association,
or RHA for short. Its purpose? “Increase
the sense of community and campus ser
vice, and also help to make the transition
to college easier,” says Ana Gonzalez,
vice president of the organization.
“We’re here to help you grow as a person
mentally, physically, and emotionally.”

How do they accomplish this?

13.
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vice president of the organization.
“We’re here to help you grow as a person
mentally, physically, and emotionally.”

How do they accomplish this?

13.
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One would think that the guy/girl ratio at
a technological school would attract
girls, but this is not the case. RIT still
remains the school of “all bricks and no
chicks.” In fact, the lopsided ratio can be

intimidating. During my first week of
school, I felt out of place in my engineer
ing classes. I wanted to blend in as
just another student, but it did not
happen. The guys were overly eager

to introduce themselves, open doors
for me, sit next to me in class, and try

to impress me with conversations
about computers. Sure, this was flat
tering, but only for the first 10 min
utes. I attend my classes to learn, not

to pick up guys.
Society labels women as math and sci

ence illiterate. Sorry, but this is not the

case. Females are just as capable in math
and science as guys. It is true that the
majority of men receive higher standard
ized test scores than women, but they

are also better prepared. In general,
guys take more math and science courses
in high school. Girls are pushed into tak

ing easier courses. At my high school,
the counselors tried to convince me to

take “Chem Concepts” instead of honors
chemistry, and “Conceptual Physics”
instead of regular physics. They also told

me that I did not need to take any math

classes beyond Algebra II. I am thankful
that my older siblings recommended and
convinced me to enroll in the hardest
math and science classes. I noticed that
even though girls were scarce in physics

and calculus, the highest test scores were
usually achieved by girls.

Men also feel invaded when women
enter their professions. Men like to

think they are superior and intelligent;
they resent competition from women.
Sure, they enjoy having attractive co

workers to gawk at, but they prefer
assigning women to no-brainer tasks. My

sister, an automotive engineer, has had
several degrading incidents involving
men. Once at a job interview, the guy

told her in a puppy dog tone, “You know,
you might get a little dirty in the facto

ry.” At my sister’s first co-op, they gave
her hardly any work to do because they
didn’t think she could handle it.

They paid her to just sit on her butt
looking pretty as she changed her screen

day. Said one female computer scientist
at RIT (who asked to remain nameless),
“I’m much more complimented for my
dress, my hair, or my accent than for the
content of what I say and do. So I just
turn the compliments around and tell the

men how pretty their ties are, or how the
cut of their jackets brings out their broad
shoulders. They squirm under such
scrutiny just as much as we do.”

Most of my teachers spend more time
explaining things to the women in the
class, but that is because we generally
ask more questions. We have no false

bravado keeping us from raising our
hands. I would rather admit that I do not
understand a concept than pretend that I

do. I do not think asking more questions
during class is a sign that women need to

be led by the hand through a sub
ject. As students, we are respon
sible for how much information

we obtain from our studies.
Without queries from students,
professors and instructors may
teach only what is in their lesson

plan, or what the department
requires.

“Women in engineering and science”
is a mantra spreading throughout the
technological world, but this statement

is a paradox. The men want more women
in their professional fields, but they do

not want to actually work side by side
with them. One graduate student com
mented, “Men are tired of only seeing

men. They want to see women in dress
es, not women who look like men.”

by Lisa Camp

Last October, during Julie White’s fifth year

as a health educator at SUNY Geneseo, she
was invited by Leigh Anne Francis, who was
then the Student Coordinator of the
Women’s Resource Center, to speak about
women and body image. “I had a great

time,” Julie said, smiling sincerely. “I just
stayed for two or three hours and talked to
people.” Julie and Leigh Anne stayed in
touch for the rest of the year, and when

Leigh Anne remarked that the Women’s
Resource Center had been given the go-
ahead to hire a full-time coordinator, Julie

said that she was interested in the position.
“I wasn’t looking for a new job,” she
explained, but this was something that she
decided she wanted to do.

Julie has already made the Women’s

Resource Center an open, friendly environ
ment. The Center has moved to a new two
rooni’ office in the basement of the SAU,

and Julie leaves the doors open, inviting vis
itors. “People might want to just come in
~nd flip through books and look at informa

tion,” she suggested. She hasn’t deter
mined exactly what kinds of literature she
will provide because she isn’t yet familiar

with the needs of the RIT community, but
already there are intriguing, eye-catching
books on the table, like one called Wild

Words from Wild Women. Her desk is
adorned with yellow flowers and framed
photographs of her two children, Brianne,

7, and Tj., 9. “They’ve been really cute
about my job transition. I told them there

was a gameroom and a pool and an ice
rink.”

The Women’s Resource Center certainly
sounds like it would be dedicated solely to
women but, while Julie’s job as coordinator

is to “provide services ... particular to
women,” she stresses that men are wel

come and encouraged to take advantage of
the Center and participate in the program
ming. “I’m thinking of an article I saw

called I’m a Feminist, But...,”
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Julie said when asked whether she calls

herself a feminist. The term, she says,
carries some “negative connotations.

I don’t want those negative connota
tions associated with me.” Instead,Julie
classifies herself as somebody who rec

ognizes that some groups have certain

obstacles. “I’m a feminist as much as
I’m a person who is working for all of

Ithose groupsj.”
Assisted by Leah Brown, a graduate

student in RIT’s psychology program,

Julie is “looking to plan a really high-vis
ibility program for winter quarter.” Her

vision for the Center is a noble one: “[I
want it to bel not a physical entity, but

a set of programs and services that
reach beyond this office.” With her

undeniable enthusiasm, it is certain that
Julie will bring the Women’s Resource
Center into the open at RIT.

by Elisabeth Horrell
photo by Alexandra Daley
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Amen, brother:
A en ans a e disc.vering religio again.

Religion is seen by many as one of those fun
damental institutions into which you are born,
and therefore obligated to uphold. Others,

intimidated by the idea of allegiance to any
one organized religion, fly in the face of their
family’s beliefs and either do not practice or
shun those who do. Some are raised with little

religious training, while others consider their
spirituality to be an enriching part of life.

Now, more than ever, the baby boomer gen
eration is returning to religion in droves.
Feeling that they are missing something from

their childhood, they return to the place of
worship as a comfort in their lives. Let’s con
sider college students, many of whom have

busy schedules that may not allow for things
like attending religious services. Others man
age to go about their daily lives, somehow
incorporating a spiritual influence into their

routines.
RIT students from all walks of life have

many options for religious practice on campus.
The Center for Campus Ministry affords stu

dents of many faiths “a wide variety of reli
gious and cultural opportunities,” according to
its literature. Students are encouraged to seek

out the spiritual leaders at the Center for
Campus Ministry, located in the Interfaith
Center. The Center houses the ministers’
offices, chapels, and meeting rooms. The folks

there are always happy to speak with students,
and will always take time from their busy
schedules to do so.

Reporter spoke with a few spiritual leaders
about emerging trends in religion. Kip
Lombardo, the Jewish chaplain and Hillel

House Chapter Director, offered the Jewish
point of view. Father Joe Cantanise, one of the

Catholic co-chaplains, is celebrating his fourth
year at RIT. June Campbell, the Baptist campus
minister, is a seven-year veteran of the Campus

Ministry. The questions posed were left vague
in the hopes that the conversation would find

its own path and lead to other topics; we were
not disappointed.

On the subject of religion in America
today: “Extremes are developing today

that you did not see ten or fifteen years
ago,” offered Lombardo. “It seems that
mainstream religion is losing out to the
fundamentalist groups that are growing

by leaps and bounds.” Lombardo said
that he knew of no more than fifty funda

mentalist churches that had sprung up in
suburban Greece. “When I say fundamen
talist, I mean churches that are evangeli

cal, that follow a literal interpretation of
the Bible.” These groups seem to be

falling into favor not only in Rochester,
but across the nation. At the same time

we have also seen the rise in frequency of
such incidents as have occurred at
Corpus Christi, a Rochester church whose

head and liberal leanings were recently
removed from the diocese.

“There seems to be a lot of searching
for spirituality that is detached from God

as it is traditionally understood,” said
Campbell. Many Americans today want
the benefits of spirituality without having

to stand by any one code of ethics. “This
is why we see the shift from any denomi
national ties. They rather find where they
fall into the spectrum — either liberal,

moderate, or fundamentalist.” The mean

ing of denomination falls off as people
seek out the “new spirituality.”

An emerging trend with students is

that they were raised with no affiliation.
“I’ll have students come up to me and

say, ‘I’m supposed to be Catholic,’ or

whatever, and they have this great inter

est in learning about their religious her
itage,” said Father Joe. Many times, this
is a result of the student finding him or
herself away from the influence of par

ents for the first time. “They have this
great interest in learning because, maybe
for the first time, it gives them some

thing solid to hold on to.”
What about the sudden media atten

tion to religion? “Hollywood has always
preached about the arrival of demons,”
commented Lombardo, “be it demons

from other planets, demons from the

Earth, or apocalyptic upheaval at the turn
of the century.” Recent Fox shows like
the X-Files, Millennium, and
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Brimstone all come to mind. Also, shows
like Dan Akroyd’s Soul Man and others

have taken more light-hearted views of
religion. Lombardo commented that
while the ever-popular “Seinfeld show

spoke to Jews on many levels, others

‘outside the loop’ may not have under

stood.” He also remarked that many
episodes seemed downright anti-Semitic.

“The people who are least religious —

news people and Hollywood types —

they are trying to capitalize on the ‘new

faith,” said Father Joe. “ n y pro em is

that they don’t do it well.” Father Joe is
disappointed in the way religion and reli

gious subjects are portrayed in the media
today, “but at least the attempt is there

to show that there is a God.”
Touched by an Angel cashes in on the

recent angel-craze. A positive, upbeat
show that continually reminds characters
in distress that “God loves you,” it con
tinually makes a killing in the ratings.

Viewers can’t seem to get enough of it. Is
it affecting people’s views of religion?

“The Judeo-Christian tradition under

stands angels to be messengers of God,”
explained Campbell. Many people put
their faith in angels alone. “People think

that they can pray to angels, and that the
angels will help them.” Rarely is there
any mention of God. “It’s ‘safe’ for people
in that they don’t have to make a com
mitment.” Americans don’t want restric

tions or limits, especially when it comes
to spiritual matters.

“Many times, people will come up to

me and say, ‘Tell me the right answer.”
People are busy seeking out the simple
black-and-white answers. “They are look
ing for the quick solution.”

“What they don’t understand,” said

Lombardo, “is that there is a complicated
theology out there. People only want to

hear, ‘This is right and this is wrong.”
“It’s a complicated life. Why would

there be any easy answers?” asked Father

Joe.
As far as concrete solutions go today,

people are searching out guarantees to

spirituality. “It’s not enough that if you
are a good person, you will be blessed,”

Lombardo explained. “Now it’s, ‘Send

lithe ministryl money, and you will be
blessed.” Many fundamentalist organiza
tions guarantee salvation in

exchange for monetary donations. Many
people will buy into the idea of “insured”
salvation if it means a chance at real
security in a hectic modern lifestyle.

“It seems that whenever there is real cul
tural upheaval, people look for security,”
Campbell offered. “If that means 1096 of
your income, most people will gladly do

that.”
Some people are convinced that the

turn of the century will bring great social
upheaval. Many seek consolation in their

faith in times of turmoil. “If you look at
some of the writings from 1000 AD, you

see many of the same trends that you see
now,” explained Lombardo. “Jews don’t
believe that the turn of the millennium
will be apocalyptic.” According to the
Jewish lunar calendar, it is the year 5758.

Another interesting aspect of the

Jewish religion is the increased attention
on I5abbala, or “Jewish Mysticism.”
Originally a branch ofJewish philosophy,

many have picked it up as an occult reli
gious practice. Most do not fully under
stand what it is all about. “Kabbala takes

the words of the Torah and makes con
nections to the natural world,” said
Lombardo. The letters of the Hebrew

alphabet also have numeric values. Those
who study Kabbala have made some star
tling derivations from the words of the

Talmud concerning historic dates. “There
is no real ‘magic’ involved.”

And what about practices of magic in
the Church? “We do not believe in any
occult practices in the Catholic church,”

Father Joe said. In fact, consulting a psy
chic is considered to be a sin, “since you

are putting your faith in another, rather
than in God.”

While many continue to seek spiritual

fulfillment, it is clear that there is no one
correct answer to any of life’s issues. No

matter what you practice, it all comes
down to a matter of faith, and finding

where you fit in. While some Americans
may be trying to take a simplified view

on religious values, the trend cannot be
denied. Are people heading for solutions

in magic for quick answers and needed
security? Are we moving towards a

McGod society where you have the

church made “your way?” Or are
Americans truly finding a new spirituality

and faith? Only time will tell.

by Otto Vondrak
photos by Greg Benenati
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It is said the only constant in life is
change. Such a statement could not be
truer when applied to RIT Residence Life

this year. Since the beginning of the aca
demic year, ResLife has seen a marked
turnover of administration and staff
members, ranging from the Director of
the Center to the student members of the

staff. Although a change in staff is not
uncommon from year to year at ResLife,
the changes this year were more notice
able than they have been in the recent

past.
Residence Life is composed of a large

staff of professionals, including resi
dence and apartment complex directors

as well as the administrators, combined
with dozens of student workers who
serve as resident advisors or staff mem
bers at the Center for Residence Life. The

large number of workers employed
means that a Large
change in personnel is
not in itself unusual.
Residence directors,

who coordinate the
activities and affairs
of one specific area of

housing, are each con
tracted for one year,
and therefore may

come and go at the
end of the academic
year. Changes in the
ResLife hierarchy at

the level above them,
the area coordinators

who work in a similar
capacity over a larger
area, mean residence
directors may be pro

moted or area coordi
nators may be shifted

as needed.

The most striking changes come with

the appointment of a new Director and
Associate Director for Student
Development. Dr. Linda Kuk, Vice
President of Student Affairs, describes

how the change of two major administra
tive members occurred at once.
“Interestingly, [both] changes weren’t

really planned,” she says. She explains

that John Weas, the Director of ResLife
during the 1997-98 academic year, had
planned in the long term to move on to a
new post. When the position of Director
for the Student Transition and Support

Services became available he decided to
resign his post in the ResLife offices to
take on this new responsibility.

A search was then begun to find a suit
able candidate for the position, and

Kuk explains that this search produced
no one to fill the job. Meanwhile, in April
of this year when Weas was getting ready

to resign his position as director, Rene
Canalingo, then Associate Director for

Student Development, announced her
impending resignation as well. Kuk
explains the coincidence of the resigna
tions caused a bit of a problem, and in
order to alleviate the impending adminis

trative shortage, “We wanted to hire a
director first.”

But a director could not be found,
although in the meantime a candidate

was selected to fill in the associate direc
tor position. Tara Loomis, who began
work at ResLife at the opening of the fall
quarter, comes from the State University

of New York at Geneseo. She has been
employed by the resident life depart
ments of Syracuse University and Tulane
University. Loomis has earned a Master’s

degree in higher education and student
affairs from Ohio State University.

As the year began, Frank Lamas, now
serving as the Assistant Vice President of
Student Affairs, was placed in charge at
ResLife to serve as interim director until

the position could be permanently filled.
A second search was launched, this time
returning four candidates who inter
viewed for the office.

Hiring of administration is done
through selection committees which

evaluate the resumes and credentials of
the potential choices. In this case, they
returned their findings in the form of a
recommendation to Dr. Kuk, who, based

on those findings, submited her choice
for hiring. Finally, it was decided to hire
the Director of Housing and Food

Services from California State University
at Monterey Bay, Jeanais Brodie.

Brodie is a native of New York City
with a BA in philosophy and theory of
education and an MA in adult education.

She has worked in the field of housing
and residence life for approximately
twenty years, with her employment rang

ing from small private schools to state
universities. Because of the late hiring,
Brodie started her job as director here at

RIT on October 21. Although enthusiastic
about being at RIT, “to make that kind of
t9ansition takes time,” she says. “It’s a

big change for me.”
After living in California for twenty

years, Brodie notices differences

between the culture on the West Coast

and the culture in Rochester. “Some peo
ple would say that the West Coast is fur

ther advanced ... in diversity issues,” she
admits, but praises RIT’s stance on that
particular topic and names it as a major
reason she wanted to work here. “What

impressed me ... in the literature and the
rhetoric of RIT was a commitment to
diversity.”

She credits the open-mindedness of

the students and staff she has met thus
far with giving her an optimistic outlook.

At ResLife, she adds, “The staff ... is very
student-centered.” She says the strong

educational and stude
component provide a solid foundation
for the services of ResLife

believes worki -

tion will be “exciting, p -

fessionally.”
Although she believes ResLife

already running smoothly, her long rang
plans include making the services offered
more defined and well-known among stu

dents. She summarizes her stance by say
ing, “There are great things that we do
that I think people should know more

about.” Her plans also include extending
the faculty-in-residence program to help
tighten student-faculty relationships.

The ResLife staff seems very accept

ing of the changes going on in the orga
nization. Chris Murtaugh, a second-year

student who serves as both an RA and a
ResLife webmaster, says, “It’s good to

have change and see positive things hap
pening in such a short time, from the way

processes are run to the planning of
events.” Resident Advisor Curt Sterling

adds that, despite the differences in per
sonnel, “Since the first day it’s been very
exciting. We’re all on the same team,

and it shows.”

by Chris Grocki
photos by Ed Pfueller
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Are you concerned about BREAST CANCER?
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Qet read to have ~oUI hands
• Weekly American Sign Language Classes are now being

offered (RiTSign I, II, lID

• Hearing and Deaf students are welcome

• Non-credit class

• Classes start the week of December 7th

• Registration Deadline: Friday, December 4th - 6:00 pm

Help is just a phone call away.

Call the Adeiphi N.Y. Statewide Breast Cancçr
Hotline & Support Program

1-800-877-8077 -—
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• Information
V • Choices

Concerns V

Emotional Support

To talk to someone who can help, call 7 days a week.

YoU are not alone.
A project of Adeiphi University School of Social Work.

Funded by the New York State Legislature.

‘•l

If you are interested, fill out a registration form at the
Student Life Team Office (Mark Ellingson Hall, 505-1056).

Mon-Thurs, Nov. 9-12 3-6 pm
Friday, Nov. 13th 10-5 pm
Mon-Fri. Nov. 30-Dec 4th 3-6 pm

For further InformatIon, e-mail Kristie Young (KDY7O2O)

ponsored by the Student Life Team and Department of American Sign Language and Interp
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3 TACOS
Choke of CTkp rn Soft Shell!

I.S.M. Lab
Your “On Campus” Photo Lab
Gannett Bldg. Room AlOl x5447

E-6 & C-41 processing

> Presentation Slides
> IRIS ink jet printing
> LVT Imaging
> Kodak Photo Cb Imaging

Hours: Monday - Wednesday
9:00am - 4:30pm
Thursday & Friday
9:00am - 3:00pm

Two Film Runs Mon. Tues. & Wed.
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RIT’s Fall Sports Team of the Year: 1998

Women’s
Volleyball

4
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“I’ve never seen that before.”
That is all assistant coach Dave Ciocca

could say when talking about Matt
Hammill’s performance in last year’s

NCAA Division Ill National Tournament.
During the competition, the 190-pound
Hammill pinned every opponent he faced

as he captured his second straight
national title.

Hammill was not the only Tiger to see
success last year. As a whole, the
wrestling team had five national quali

fiers. In addition, Hammill and Tony
Wallace (167 lbs.) were named All-

Americans.
This year, the team looks to keep its

winning tradition alive. With both
Hammill and Wallace returning, RIT is

looking for performances that mirror

those from last year. The team has some
other solid returners, too, including
heavyweight Mike Liess and Tom

Massaro (150 lbs.). Fresh newcomers
should also help the Tigers repeat or

improve their 8th place showing in the
Division Ill point standings.

“We are a very aggressive and moti
vated team,” said Ciocca. “We just need

to be able to keep our focus throughout
the year.”

The only problem he sees~is that the

young team m~,,~ot-have enough experi
ence under iheir belts. Regarding this,
Ciocca again mentioned the importance

of focus. “These guys have a lot of raw
talent. We just need them to focus on
that talent.”

The team has time to work out its

flaws. Ciocca said, “The regular season
matches and tournaments are only one-

tenth of the season. What we are really
working for is the national qualif~’ing
meet, which is not held until the first
weekend of March.”

Ciocca also feels that his star,
Hammill, is going to be a tremendous

help.
“He is a very good teacher, and we are

hoping he is able to pass on his knowl

edge to the younger guys.”

Upcoming Meets~

RIT Tournament, December 4 & 5
RIT @ Osw/Binghamton, December 12

by Brett Fleming
photo by Andrew Gombert

&

Tige

It was an exciting season for team won several other tour
RIT’s fall sports teams. The naments, as well, including

men’s soccer team per- Springfield, Ithaca, Brockport,
formed well, and our crew and their own RIT tournament.
program medaled at the The women’s volleyball
Stonehurst Regatta. Yet the team was led by a strong

team that stood out the nucleus of contributing play-
most, and rose above the ers. Krissy Caton and Tracy
rest, was the women’s volley- Wilt were often named to All

ball squad. Tournament teams as a result
Prior to the play-offs, the of their dominating play. In

volleyball team had accumu- addition, Ushi Patel became

lated a record of 33-9 and RIT’s all-time assist leader
was ranked 17th in the with 5026 assists.
nation. They also took the The team performed at a

second seed in the regional consistently high level of play
play-offs. None of this is the entire season. They
really surprising when you placed the RIT program on a

take into account the abun- pedestal in the volleyball corn
dant successes the team munity, and proved exactly

accomplished throughout how great RIT’s sports pro
‘~i~”%eason. They finished gram really is. Great job on a

the regular season—by..wii~~ truly unbelievable season.
ning the New York State

by Jon-Claude Caton
Tournament, shutting out all

photos by Andrew Gombert
of their opponents, and
cruising to first place. The

Wrestling
Looks to Blend Youth with Experience

25.
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Thanks to you, all sorts of everyday

products are being made from the

paper, plastic, metal and glass that

you’ve been recycling.

But to keep recycling working to

help protect the environment, you

need to buy those products.

8UY RECYCLED

AND SAVE
So look for and buy products made

from recycled materials. And don’t for

get to celebrate America Recycles Day

on November 15th.

It would mean the world to us. For a

free brochure, call l-800-CALL-EDF or

visit our web site at www.edf.org
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Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.
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321-1100
(iiy:321 -1150)
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One 14” Large
Two Toppings

$996

Eopire~ 30 doy,. Not vohd with ony othor oOer.
Volid only of portidpofng lonoliorn. Cwtom.n pop
oil opplitohlo ,ol., too. Mditioool toppings e,dro.

Two 14” Large
One Topping

$~496

Eopire~ 30 doyn. Not volid with ony odor offer.
Volid ooly of portinipoting lonotion,. Cwto.nor poye
oil opplinoble ,ole, ton. Additioool toppingt entro.

Family Special
One 14” Irirgewifti the Works
&One 14” Large Two Toppings

$1696
Eppire~ 30 doyt. Not volid with ony other offer.

Volid ooly of portinipoting loootiooe. Cnttonner pop
oil opplinoble ,ole, too. Additioool toppingt extro

WINNER OF THE
1997 AND 1998

RIT PIZZA WARS!!!
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This photo story follows the Cal-
Mum Raiders into the season finals
for state championship. This year,
the Raiders had a strong team and a
good chance to go all the way, but
unfortunately, good chances don’t
always win football games. They
were defeated by Leroy on a sunny
Saturday in Hornell and sent to wait
for the next year’s season. This
story goes beyond winning and los
ing; it goes to the game itself, and
any football fan out there will see in
these photographs the joy and
excitement football has to offer
both player and spectator.

words and photos by Greg Benenati
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December 4, 1998

To President Simone and the RIT Community:

In the October 23 issue of Reporter, we ran a letter from President Simone to the RIT Community.
I was initially pleased to see the president take that action, although I am now concerned.

On the day of the vigil, two of the students from the Alternative Student Fellowship Club spoke
on local affiliate TV on the 10 and 11 o’clock news about receiving death threats in regard to their
prominence in the RIT community. One student stated that some of the calls were from the dorms
on campus. This activity should not be accepted or allowed to continue at RIT.

The fact that RIT students and the president observed and commemorated Matthew Shepard’s
senseless death is important. That we at RIT have not publicly addressed the social environment
at our school concerns me. It is one thing to react to and speak about events across the county; it
is another to take a stand at home.

President Simone wrote, “At RIT we do not tolerate attacks of any sort on individuals for their
beliefs, gender, sexual orientation, or race. The RIT community is committed to a diverse and
dynamic learning, working, and living environment.” I agree with the president and I urge the RIT
community to start living by and promoting these sentiments.

As I have stated before, Reporter is committed to informing the campus and providing a public
forum for debate and opinions on this or any other subject.

Tapes. its all about the tapes.

ni huu nv

S

S I’ K INC Ilk EA K

(:%nccni, Florida, jamaica. South l’aclre, Italtainas, Etc..

l’,est I-birds, Parties, Prices. hook Earls’ and Save!!

Earn ‘lones’ -I-- Trips! Lnitpus RepsiOrgai.iizaiiinis Wanted

(:all Inter-C tnipns Programs 1-800-327—6013 www.mcpt.com

SALES REPS WANTED
EARN CASH & GO FREE

SAVE ~ $200IROOM
LIMITED OFFER - CALL TODAY

SPRIN(; l!KE,\l< 99!

(.:amurui) Nassau Jamaica Mazatlan ,\capnlco

l’aliantas (~rumise Fluuricla Smiutli Padre

Tm-as’el Free and make lots of Cash!

l’op reps air’ ofierecl ftill—tnuie stafl jobs.

l.i.rr’est pri~~’ iaramiteecl. Call tow hr details!

svw~v.classrravel.comn S00 838-641

CANCUN
#1 SPRiNG BREAK DESTINATION

FREE MEALS, DRINKS, & ACTIVITIES

MAZATLAN
MEXICO’S NEWEST HOT SPOT

(NORTH OF ACAPULCO) -

LET’S PADRE
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TEXAS
EXCLUSIVE FLIGHTS VIA TWA

JAMAICA
MONTEGO BAY & NEGRIL

BEST PRICES - BEST PARTIES!$ I 000’s P0551111k TYPINC ‘art Time.

At l-Iomc. loll Free (I) 800—218—9000

Ext. T—7 I (15 lpr listings.

1 -800-787-3787
www.studentexpress.com

BREAK WITH THE BEST

cimii r a it e tco in - ca

Michael Fagans
Editor in Chief
Reporter

love in an elevator. hivmn’ it ill) while she’s

gomny clown.

—Pret tv Itoy



55’ reporter
#1 Endless Suniiiier loins is now lnrnc) motivated

individuals to promote Americas best Sprnig Itreak Vacations.

Ilirchest colitinisSions A free sales kit! Sell trips. e~on cash,

flee! J -500-234-7(107

e n d lesss ii iii inc it on rs coin

S 1250 EIJNDRAISEK

Credit (and lunclrcuser for stcicleiit or~nuzatir its. ‘totive

seen other aroups cluing it, no\V it’s your turn.

One week is all it takes. NO unnitucks, No tricks.

No uljli~iitiiin. Call (or inlorutiatiuuit today.

I -800-032-0525 x 65

www.ocmconcepts.com 15-0000 I have a secret crush oji Otto.

Ext. T- 7105 liii list inns.

Ale\ is the coolest person ever. MS \Vord

CUIE\ sPRlN(; I1Rl~AK ‘Yb clues not coitluse her.

\‘Vilcler, cheaper, safer than Eloricla, Mexico, lkiltaiiicis.

Return lhiyltt flinu Toronto. 7 nirthts hotel. $420 Keel) jdllupulict! Keep... l<eep jumpnig!

Organize a group A travel or FREE.

Ciyai/rcim bonus! 1-888-593-6666
C

~vrvo’.uniropatravel.cont

December 4, 1998

To President Simone and the RIT Community:

In the October 23 issue of Reporter, we ran a letter from President Simone to the RIT Community.
I was initially pleased to see the president take that action, although I am now concerned.

On the day of the vigil, two of the students from the Alternative Student Fellowship Club spoke
on local affiliate TV on the 10 and 11 o’clock news about receiving death threats in regard to their
prominence in the RIT community. One student stated that some of the calls were from the dorms
on campus. This activity should not be accepted or allowed to continue at RIT.

The fact that RIT students and the president observed and commemorated Matthew Shepard’s
senseless death is important. That we at RIT have not publicly addressed the social environment
at our school concerns me. It is one thing to react to and speak about events across the county; it
is another to take a stand at home.

President Simone wrote, “At RIT we do not tolerate attacks of any sort on individuals for their
beliefs, gender, sexual orientation, or race. The RIT community is committed to a diverse and
dynamic learning, working, and living environment.” I agree with the president and I urge the RIT
community to start living by and promoting these sentiments.

As I have stated before, Reporter is committed to informing the campus and providing a public
forum for debate and opinions on this or any other subject.
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