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Businesses and

organizations

nationwide, like

ours, are saving

money, energy,

and the planet.

How? RIT

1
Winds of Change
This week I discuss an interesting trend and
a fear. One I had promised myself I would
not write about, but I find myself being
pushed into incredulity and feel the need to
respond. Both, quite frankly, scare me.

For those of you with your heads in the
sand, Exxon and Mobil are exploring the
possibility of a merger. That alone is not
really a big deal; what does concern me,
however, is the numbers and what they
might imply. Apparently the oil industry has
laid off 500,000 people in the last 10 years.

so what is the big deal?
Well, the earning power of people with

a HS education or less is declining in our
country faster than people realize. Decent
paying, low technology jobs are becoming
marginalized, while service sector jobs like
malls and fast food are increasing. In the
very near future, the lower middle class and
working class ofAmerica are going to feel a
crunch as they can no longer buy the things
they need, yet alone desire.

These corporations that downsize jobs
to increase their bottom line need people
to purchase goods and services. Eventually
these companies will find that there are
fewer and fewer customers. By keeping
people employed they spend money, buy
goods, go out to eat and generally keep the
economy rolling. If they do not have a job
or are trying to raise a family on minimum

wage, their alternatives slowly decrease as
our economy becomes more technical and
fluid.

Secondly, I finally and publicly admit that
I do not understand the Republican leader
ship in Congress. Before anyone sharpens
his pencil, hear me out. I don’t really care
for Bill Clinton, nor do I condone what he
has done. Unfortunately, in the grand
scheme of things, activities like his have
been happening in American politics since
the first president.

What bothers me is the dogged pursuit
of the Republican leaders to get something
to “hang” on Bill Clinton. The same party
that brought you the “Teflon” president and
Iran/Contra now brings us the Starr report.
The inconsistencies of their actions are
what confuse me. In order to catch the
president in perjury they are willing to
allow Kenneth Starr to break several laws,
then turn around and use those same laws
to prosecute Bill Clinton.

If the Republicans stoop to breaking the
law to remove, censure or impeach Bill
Clinton, I fear for the future of our country.
If a precedent is established that forces you
to talk to prosecutors without your lawyer
present, strips away your legal protection,
adds counts to your indictment or expands
investigations without proper authority,
then what protection is left?

What boggles my mind is that the
Republican leaders, the self labeled
“defenders of the Constitution,” are willing
to throw 200+ years of jurisprudence out
the window to bring Clinton down. The
same people who staunchly and righteously
point fingers are tearing down the very
framework that protects us all from illegal
wiretaps and evidence that is gained
improperly. I wonder and fear what the
implications of this fiasco will be. The phi
losophy of it being better to set nine guilty
people free rather than wrongly imprison
one innocent person may be on its
deathbed.

Michael Fagans
Editor in Chief

Correction:
In “Diversity = Justice”from our November 11th
issue, REPORTER mistakenly omitted the name
ofBaber AME church. Baber AME church host
ed the Good Neighbor event with help from
Temple Sinai. The event was staged to help
recruit volunteers and potential jurors for the
Jury Divers~fIcation Project.
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Respected HIT Pboto Professor Named to Award Committee

College of Liberal Arts Professor
Pellegrino Nazzaro has for a great num
ber of years researched the life and work
of Constantino Brumidi, often referred to
as the “Michelangelo of the Capitol.”
Now, the professor’s work will be pre
sented in a chapter of a new book pub
lished by the U.S. Government.

Nazzaro began his research on

ne

of seminars at RIT focusing on the artist.
These seminars eventually connected
Nazzaro with the retired Architect of the
Capitol, George White. White initiated
and oversaw the creation of the book.

On November 17, Nazzaro, White, sev
eral other contributors of the book and
Curator of the Capitol, Barbra Wolanin all
joined in the Library of Congress to dis

The book is available through the
Government Printing Office, the Senate
Gift Shop, and the United States Capitol
Historical Society, which can be reached
at 1-800-887-9318.

by Reporter Staff

RIT is well known for its excellent pho
tography program, as evidenced by the
highly respected faculty. Associate profes
sor Michael Peres is one such example.
Peres, a 1982 graduate of RIT’s School of
Photographic Arts and Sciences, has been
teaching at the Institute for the past
twelve years. Currently, Peres is chair of
the Biomedical Photographic
Communications department. The pro
gram is unique, being the only one in the
country to offer a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Biomedical Photography.

Peres was recently named one of three
members who will serve on a committee
that will review candidates for the

Lennart Nilsson Award. The award is in
honor of the renowned scientific photog
rapher who gained notoriety for his
recent Life magazine essay “The Drama of
Life Before Birth.” The essay included the
first picture ever taken of a human being
in utero.

Professor Peres will work with Nilsson
and Staffan Larson of the Swedish
Association for Medical and Technical
Photography. Together, they will bestow
the annual award to someone who i -

lowing in the footsteps of Nilsson, and
shows potential in the field of medi
biology, technology, and photography.
“It’s exciting to share the work that

Lennart Nilsson has done in a different
way,” says Peres. He went on to say that,
“Surely there are people who are doing
unique work who simply haven’t been rec
ognized because they are in obscure
places. It’s my role to go out there and
find those people.” Nilsson will be hon
ored and presented with the first Lennart
Nilsson Award at a ceremony in
Stockholm on October 29. Many sponsors
have air . -

Brumidi in 1974, to prepare for a series cuss the book.

World News

The Tn-County Chapter of Mothers Against
Drunk Driving expressed formally their sup
port in favor of RIT’s new alcohol policy by
presenting Institute President Albert
Simone with a plaque at one of their annu
al receptions on November 19. This award,
never before given to an institute of higher
education, designated RIT the Top DWI
Educator for Monroe Country in 1998. The
chapter cited student support and persever
ance against criticism as their reasons for
presenting the award.

Frank Musolino, president of the Tn-
County Chapter of MADD, which serves the
counties of Livingston, Monroe, and
Ontario, informed Simone of the decision in
late October. In his letter, Musolino
praised the establishment of alcohol-free
residence halls and Simone for facing
“harsh criticism.” He invited Simone to
accept the award at the annual Tie One On
for Safety Kickoff at the Marriott Thruway
Hotel in Rochester.

vocally supported the new policy.
The new alcohol policy was approved by

the Institute in February earlier this year.
The changes created a “dry campus” at RIT,
prohibiting alcohol in the residence halls
and Greek housing on campus, and restrict
ing the possession of alcohol in RIT apart
ments.

The new policy has been successful, says
Simone, for two reasons. He feels that with
the new policy the administration has com
municated very clearly the expectations of
the students. He adds as his second reason
that RIT has seen significantly fewer cases
of alcohol related incidents in the time that
the policy has been in effect. He is opti
mistic, yet recognizes, “The problem is still
there, but hopefully on this campus it’s

been ameliorated.”
Simone feels that the policy may still be

controversial, but is becoming a more inte
grated part of life at RIT. He states, “I did
take a lot of flak. [But] I feel every bit as

The FDA is reviewing a new “super-aspirin” class of pain relievers
this week. Regular aspirin works by suppressing two enzymes: Cox
1, which protects the stomach lining, and Cox-2, which triggers pain
ai~d inflammation when a person is hurt. The new drugs only inhib
it Cox-2, and not Cox-1, so the negative effects of aspirin on the
stomach lining are eliminated. (CNN)

A recently released report carried out by Tom Wigley of the National
Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) suggests that the recent
rise in global temperature is mainly due to human action. 115 years
of climactic data were analyzed alongside two computer models,
which purposely neglected the rise in greenhouse gasses. The dif
ference between the fluctuations of the two models and the actual
data lead Wigley to conclude that there was “a discernible human
influence on climate.” (BBC)

NASA will release four new space probes over the next four months,
in an ongoing effort to collect data which may make the origins of
life on Earth clearer. The Mars Climate Orbiter will provide detailed
atmospheric and surface information, which will be used by the next
satellite: the Mars Polar Lander. The Polar Lander will land, take pic
tures and search for underground water. Along with the Polar
Lander, two basketball-sized “balls,” or aerosheils, will fall to the
surface and bore 2 meters underground, again, in search for subter

ranean water. The final probe, dubbed Stardust, will rendezvous
with a comet, where it will collect interstellar dust, and return to
Earth. Stardust is slated for a February launch. (CNN)

Rebecca Bigler, a visiting psychology professor at UW-Madison, has
released a study that suggests that prejudice is not a learned behav
ior. In a controlled study, where children were given preferential
treatment based on the color of their shirts, she discovered that the
children soon attached favorable biases towards those who wore
the same color shirts, and negative biases to those who wore other
colors. (UniSci)

Cuba has officially declared that Christmas is to be a holiday. The
Communist Party used the entire front page of the Cuba’s only daily
newspaper, the Granma, to re-establish the holiday, which was abol
ished in 1969. (AP)

Chinese police have detained one of the country’s most outspoken
dissidents, Xu Wenli. Mr. Xu has previously spent 12 years in prison
for his pro-democracy statements. Mr. Xu is currently the head of
the Beijing branch of the China Democratic Party. Currently, China is
cracking down on efforts to install a multi-party political
system. (BBC)

by Pete Lukow

S
BIT Prof Authors Chapter in Book on Capitol’s Artist

MADD Awards BIT Alcohol Policy

Simone expressed said he was flattered
that MADD had chosen to “hold us up as an
example of what universities can do.” He
was happiest about the award being given
based largely on input from students who

committed to it now as I was [at the begin
ning].” The MADD award is indicative of
the positive support of the community-at-
large, he believes. As for student accep
tance, he adds, “I think students now have
come to realize that this is the policy and
it’s not going to change... From that per
spective, there’s no sense in getting too
upset about it.”

The administration is in the process of
assessing the new policy, and will continue
to observe its outcomes as time passes.

by Chris Grocki

6. 7.
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committed to it now as I was [at the begin
ning].” The MADD award is indicative of
the positive support of the community-at-
large, he believes. As for student accep
tance, he adds, “I think students now have
come to realize that this is the policy and
it’s not going to change... From that per
spective, there’s no sense in getting too
upset about it.”

The administration is in the process of
assessing the new policy, and will continue
to observe its outcomes as time passes.

by Chris Grocki

6. 7.
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As a whole, this I’cvclio lacks enough of a

lle\V spiii to make it original, 01 even nec—

essarv. The added scenes and shots are

iflectis’e: especialh’ iiiiif) ctitS ti ran

ibm stock footag. cluroig the niurcier

Scenes. Die addition of Norman mastur—

hating while spying oh the slir~verintt

r\larion is conipli’telv uncalled for. Die orig—

iial 5c’ne s~’as much noire effective without It.

hJiifortuiiately, the acting was, iii 11051

pails. far inferior to the irignial. \‘aughiii’s inter

pretation ol Itates was much more sinister and

more disturbed tItan Anthony Perkins version. Anne

I leclie’s Marion Crane seemed cold and without emo

tHin in comparison to lanet leigh’s perlormance. I real—

l\ didn’t lee! bad for Ileche’s Crane the way I did ho

I.eiu~h’s when she is killed. William H. Macv is serviceable

as Arhogast, the inquisitive pri\’ate investigator.

although I ~vas expecting more from the veteran charac—

tel actor. the only niiproveiuents as far as performances

go were the surpassingly good acting of \‘iggo

Mortensen as Cranes boyfriend Sam Loomis, and

uli:nuie Nloores seene—stealing performance as liii,

Marion S stron4 sister bent on finding her missing sib

ling. The plot and dialogue were almost identical to the

orignial, albeit a few ~0’s updates. including the use of

“Jell—O’’ and ‘‘Walkinan.’’ Also, the original 40,00 dollars

that Marion Craiw embezzles from her boss has multi—

plied tenfi)lcl. The wonclei—

lu! reworking a nil re—

recording of I lie

original film score is worthy of great praise: Danny

Idhinan’s beefed tip version of Bernard llerrmann’s recog

nizable score was great, especially in till digital stir—

round soinid
These are hardly tmstificatonis fur a remake of a clas

sic and timeless film. What I suggest to anyone tlnnknig

(ilgonig to see this Psycho is to spend three nicks rent—

iilg the original film, rather than shelling (lilt eight of

your hard—eared clams on a fur inferior production. i\s to

all the Flitcli huts out there. are you as outraged as I?

b/on Costanrini

C !ersf.

“And in their first ever feature role,
introducing, Jennifer Love Hewitt’s
Breasts.”

Now, before you jump down my
proverbial throat screaming, “Pervert!”
hear me out on this one. This particular
Website of the Week was selected sim
ply because I find it quite amusing, and
equally accurate. If any of you happened
to catch I Still Know What You Did Last
Summer (a truly pitiful film) over the
past few weeks, I’m sure you’ll agree.
You must have noticed a certain “per
spective” taken from various angles in
all Jennifer Love Hewitt scenes. The
focus of nearly every shot was conve

‘4
K

I?
‘I ~

In-response to our-~editoraI:onDecember--5th~regarding-the ._~What’~is~wron:- ~- ‘ - -.

movie Under S’ge: . to? I am outraged. l.recently checked my VAX account upon

I have not yet s-en the movie..Idon’t know if IwTII, because ~What did I fiWd?T~t~iliië~
I don~-t-hav~-th’ imev~not~becatrse*dotcwant~t.~
how I see it: ta ing a look ~t all the terrorist .attacksin the : did my personal account become a bulle~n board for solici
past, one can se that many of them~are’based around the tatións? Doesn’t Microsoft have enough av~n~ies or rev
AThb~FMti~Ii culture;’wh~th~~

country. or in . other count ~y Arab~/Muslims. Now don’t - - er education by reading junk mail? If Mk soft can get my
• get-me wrong, ‘m not prejudiced•against eith~er Arabs or - - name, who else can? Should I be expecting advertisements -.

~1~Iii~1ims’~my-u c~~

.~terrorisLacts.a ta~thisgrnup1uethetis.thewhi~Ie approvedsredit card applications Or did! RIT specifically
thing in-Irelan but thatis smalibeans compared to what - sell me’out to kiss Bill Gates *ss? If the latter is the case,

‘~théMusft~’ha e”öne. T ~Musl ?haveéveh’gone as1~ ~“ ay6~flhö’~Fdjurnp on’thThã~lwagon fr&’-Do you sup’
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niently, or perhaps blatantly, aimed
directly at Miss Hewitt’s “pectoral”
region.

Plainly titled “Jennifer Love Hewitt’s
Breasts,” this is the first site I’ve ever
found devoted entirely to a specific
body part of one individual - quite
unique. Several movie clips can be found
with sarcastic comments about the
aforementioned camera perspective. In
any case, the point made here is quite
clear: The makers of one, I Know What
You Did Last Summer, and later, I Still
Know (it could have been more appro
priately entitled, I Still Know What You
Did Two Summers Ago, but who’s count-

ing?), seemed to feel that rather than
practicing good movie-making, they
would simply shoot screaming women
with large, bouncing, and barely-covered
breasts. The I Know makers have
reduced the quiet and cute Hewitt from
Party of Five to little more than a pinup
girl for the bedroom walls of high
school males. Whether you visit it or
not, this site, though it may have other
intentions, was selected as a commen
tary on the lack of quality, and even less
thought, in much of Hollywood’s recent
entertainment offerings.

by Nick Spittal
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New products appear in the market every
day. Creative minds are constantly at work
to bring you the latest and greatest in
today’s ever-evolving technology. Here, we
bring you a few of the most interesting
new inventions and products, just in time
for your Christmas list.

Think you may be too old to ask for
Legos? Think again! This year, Lego, in a
partnership with MIT, has recently intro
duced their newest line of the building
blocks: Lego Mindstorms Robotics
Invention System. These Legos allow you to
build and control your own robot using a
microchip that is programmed from your
computer. The “toy” includes gears, wheels
and many other popular, time-tested
pieces. The manufacturers cite the lan
guage used for programming as being “sim
ple, yet powerful.” You can put into your

robot programming features such as: reori
enting themselves as they bump into
things, searching for light sources, and fol
lowing ground lines. For an impressive
webpage experience as well as more infor
mation check out
www.legomindstorms.com. This “toy” is
already bringing children, young and old,
hours of unique entertainment.

Although minidisks have been around
for a couple of years, most of us are still a
little behind, at least according to sales.
There are numerous advantages to mini-
disks. They have the capacity of recording
up to 74 minutes, are only two and a half
inches in diameter, and encased in plastic,
making them are very durable and scratch
resistant. They also can be recorded on
over a million times without any change in
the quality of sound. This year Sharp revo

lutionized the portable minidisk player
with their MD-MS702 player. The MD
MS702 has the same recording quality as
its full-sized counter parts and can be used
to record anything from lectures to con
certs. With its illuminated remote control
and a rechargeable lithium battery, your
portable recording studio is available to
you anywhere you go. At the price of $400,
however, it may be a while before this
trend catches on.

Need a gift for your computer? Look no
further than the newest software from
Symantec — the Norton CrashGuard

Deluxe. Unlike older versions of Norton
Antivirus and other similar programs, this
software functions on its Own: it updates,
scans for viruses, detects them, resolves the
problem and has three times the crash pro
tection as the competition. Also, this pro
gram, unlike the others, will not interrupt
your screen with messages or warnings.

Although it may not appeal to adults,
the latest toy out there for little brothers
and sisters is the Furby. Tiger Electronics
has developed the hottest thing since
Tickle-Me-Elmo. According to reviews,
Tiger may have gone a little overboard. The
Washington Post called the Furby a product
of “the marriage of Chucky and an Ewok.”
This toy is a pretty scary Gremlin-type crea
ture. So, what is its hidden talent? It can
talk — its language is Furbish — but the
exciting part, supposedly, is that you can
teach it English (like we don’t have a hard
enough time speaking it ourselves). They
also wiggle their ears, blink their eyes, and
move their mouths, all pretty standard.
They run at $30 and never shut up, so take
your chances with this one, if you can find
one.

The “best pocket organizer of the year”
honor (given by the product’s manufacturer)
has been awarded to 3Com’s Palm Pilot III.
The new features and sleek looks are bound
to bring this device up there with the other
great organizers of today. The Windows
bas~d organizer has improved on its past
successes with the Palm Pilots I and II by
containing larger, easier-to-read font sizes
and seamless synchronization to your com
puter. At $370, this organizer requires a
generous Santa Claus to boost sales.

Snow will be here eventually. In readi
ness, Rubbermaid has anticipated a solution
to the age-old problem of broken plastic
sleds. They have introduced a line of
Rubbermaid sleds ranging from smaller
models to toboggans. By keeping them
affordable ($20-$40) Rubbermaid’s colorful
and durable sleds allow the user to experi
ence both enjoyment and roughness. Their
most popular design is steerable and
bounces back if crashed into a tree, a prob
lem for some of us in the past.

byJenn Tipton

It is a very rare occurrence in the
music industry when a record fails to
get at least one person’s attention.
Galactic only impressed the big guys
at Capricorn, because these guys
don’t present anything special, or for
that matter, anything interesting.

This disc is the ultimate in the
growing stack of CDs that are only
good for coasters. Galactic presents
itself as an acid jazz/blues/funk band.
Usually this type of music involves
some sort of intrinsic emotion or at
least an attempt to fake it.
CrazyHorse Mongoose is about as flat
and dull as the atmosphere music
played in a New Orleans dentist
office.

There are 12 tracks on CHM and
every one feels as if the musicians are
just bored with themselves. When
they try to get into a groove, their
effort falls so supremely stale it
becomes embarrassing to listen to.
It’s not that the music is bad - in fact,
some of the tunes are pretty inventive
- but it’s just that every piece, part
and portion of the disc feels lifeless.

Around this part of past reviews,
I usually pick out some outstanding
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tracks to take a look at and pick apart
for their good parts or for their bad
parts. Unfortunately, the music on
this CD is so grossly underplayed that
there’s not even a track that’s inter
esting enough to write about. The
entire album smudges into a forty-
minute blur of ultimately painless but
horribly numb drivel.

Actually, there is one track that’s
worth mentioning, but barely. The
last song, “Quiet Please,” is over ten
minutes long. For those of us who
have to listen to the whole CD for
reasons of getting paid, this is the
worst. It’s like, “Okay, I made it this
far, but come on.” It’s doubtful that
the casual listener would even make
it this far, but if they did, congratula
tions are in order for making it
through this pinnacle of mediocrity.

Do I recommend this album? No.
Maybe it’s the band itself making bad
decisions, or maybe the music itself is
really boring. Either way, this album
is just not worth the listener’s time.

by William Huber
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wright
Iwa ‘os

10% Student Discount
on film, paper, and chemistry

One Hour Film Developing

Social
Responsibility

I’m hanging out in an RIT apartment
with the Luscious Freshmen (who are
now Luscious Seniors). I was just hang
ing out, waiting for the effects of a

previous party to wear off a bit.
Nursing a beer, I was seated on the
couch with the Luscious ones, and

their roommates and friends. By 3:00
in the morning, I was the only male
present, and the conversation had

turned to “girl talk,” so I really wasn’t
listening or paying attention to what
was going on around me...

Until someone said, “Yeah,
I went to get an AIDS test, just to be
safe.” I perked up. AIDS test? Her

other friends there were agreeing with
her and had said they had done the
same. Then the conversation shifted to

the use of condoms. One of the girls
piped up and said that she has almost
never used condoms. The other girls

jumped down her throat for her irre
sponsibility. They started to fling sta
tistics at her like a dissertation from

an high-school STD pamphlet. The girl

didn’t seem totally convinced, but it
was clear that her friends were making
an impression on her.

After a while, I felt like I had

stumbled into a CBS After-School
Special, except that this one wasn’t
clumsily constructed. The girls spoke
with all seriousness and a sense of

looking out for one another. All the
girls there were friends, and concerned
about their health, as well as others.
The conversations that they were hav

ing were frank and honest. The statis
tics that were listed were true and
accurate. I was shocked and embar

rassed- not because of the material,
mind you...

I was shocked that the girls

could speak so frankly with one anoth
er, armed with facts and figures. I was
embarrassed only because I know guys
don’t think the same way. “Locker-

room conversations” that you would
overhear do not center around STD’s
and safe sex. Mesmerized, I got up to

serve my hostess another beer at her
flowery request.

I was also pleased that I had
heard some people from my generation
standing up and taking responsibility-

especially on a heavy topic like AIDS,
and other sexually-transmitted dis

eases. For awhile, I had given up on
my generation taking responsibility for
anything. Branded as aimless and list
less, our generation gets a lot of heat

for “floating through life.” Even at

RIT, where apathy pervades nearly every

aspect of life, people were taking a
stand.

“When you go in for a test,
they give you a serial number,” one girl

was explaining, “You come back ten
days later, and then you find out.”
Sitting in the waiting room and the hor

rible suspense of “finding out” is one of
the most emotionally-draining experi
ences you can imagine. When it was

suggested that the girl with the aver
sion to condoms get tested, she
squirmed. Again, her friends tried to
impress upon her why it was so impor

tant. “Did you know that ~statistically~
every one in four people have herpes?”
If a statement like that from one of your

best friends doesn’t hit home, what
will?

There was no giggling or call

ing up boys at odd hours of the night.
There were no Ouijia boards. No guess
ing games. Just mature, casual conversa

tion on a topic that makes most parents
cringe. How fortunate to have friends
with enough sense to protect them

selves and their friends. If someone ever
tells you that young people don’t ever

think about the future, spit in their eye
and tell them that we are the future.

I bring the beer and open it for

my Luscious hostess.

by Otto Vondrak
(with thanks to Burda)

brand name cameras
passport photo

camera repairs

incredible selection of used
cameras, lenses, and flashes

Color enlargement in minutes
prints from prints,, photo CD’s & copy negs

~Movies, prints, slides to video tape~
duplication, cassette repairs

Hours:
Monday-Friday
1 Oam-9pm

Saturday
1 Oam-6pm

Sunday
1 2pm-5pm

C41 Process of 35mm & 120 film

Henrietta
Southtown Plaza
424-3160

Pittsford
3340 Monroe Ave.

k 586-3250
commercial sales

424-3164
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Monday-Friday
1 Oam-9pm

Saturday
1 Oam-6pm

Sunday
1 2pm-5pm

C41 Process of 35mm & 120 film

Henrietta
Southtown Plaza
424-3160

Pittsford
3340 Monroe Ave.

k 586-3250
commercial sales

424-3164
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The 1998-99 Student Rights and
Responsibilities handbook states, “The RIT
Student Bill of Rights guarantees to all stu
dents: retention of their rights as citizens
of the community at large,” as well as “pro

tection of their rights to privacy.”
Question: is it possible that the definition
of “privacy” differs for faculty and staff
here at RIT and the students who attend?

Allow me to introduce you to ... well,
we shall call him Jack. As happens to many
students, Jack was experiencing a cold-like

illness during finals week of fall quarter.
To alleviate the symptoms he was experi
encing, Jack took doses of several over-

the-counter medicines at varying times
during the day. These medicines were
readily available in the Corner Store.
Unfortunately, the combination and

dosage levels of these legal medicinal aids
had an adverse effect on Jack, and he had
to go to the emergency room at Strong
Memorial Hospital.

When he arrived, he discovered he had
forgotten to bring, other than his RIT ID,

a~y identification. Before treating
patients, the hospital generally tries to
obtain information for billing and treat
ment purposes, as well as

parental guardian consent when required.
In this obtaining, it is easy to have gray
matters in the area of patient confidential

ity and legality. One non-emergency room
staff person tried to explain, “The medical
emergency room has the right to call RIT

or anybody necessary to acquire any infor
mation needed to treat a patient.”

Hospital procedure, as related to this
writer by an actual emergency room desk

attendant, in reality requires ER staff to
gain parental consent for the treatment of
anyone 18 years of age or younger; as this

student is 18 years old, Strong Memorial
would, according to the desk nurse, seek

parental consent in his case. When Strong
called RIT (we are assuming to “seek”

means to contact Jack’s parents), RIT was
made aware of Jack’s presence in the hos

pital. It should be noted, however, that
according to Jack, his parents were not

informed of his hospital visit until he him
self told them after his return to the resi
dence halls.

At some point in the night or early morn
ing after his admittance, staff at the hospi

tal asked Jack if anyone else had taken any
of the products that landed him in the

emergency room. He told them that his
friend, “Joe” may have also ingested some
of the medicine. Through means unbe

knownst to us, RIT Campus Safety was
made aware of this possibility and arrived

at Joe’s door with Residence Life at 5:30
AM. An officer asked, “Can we come in?
We’d like to talk to you about your friend

‘Jack.”
The Campus Safety and ResLife represen

tatives inquired about Jack’s previous
nights’ activities and if Joe had taken some

of the same over-the-counter products that
put Jack in the hospital. Joe denied having

done so and said he knew nothing about
Jack’s activities. He appeared fine, so the

CS and Reslife reps, satisfied, let him go
back to sleep.

When Jack was released from the hospi

tal, he and Joe went to Peterson’s office to
obtain room keys, as Jack did not know

where his originals were. When Jack
approached the office secretary, who
appeared to him to be a student of approx

imately his own age, she asked something
to the effect of, “Hey, are you
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the guy who overdosed on Imedicine) last

night?”
Jack, appalled at this apparent breach

of his privacy and still delirious from his
unfortunate experiences the night before,
could do little more than stand there

embarrassed. Before long he and Joe were
facing Peterson again. Peterson questioned
Jack regarding the incident, and in his
delirious, “soupy,” quite depleted state,
Jack did his best to answer her questions,

even though his reality check had bounced
hours before. As a result of the students’
conversations with Peterson, a letter from
Judicial Affairs was sent to Jack, citing his

violation of RIT conduct code concerning

.% ‘-_.-w —~ -

item number one, “Endangering Behavior,”
and item number eight, “Violation of RIT
policies.”

For those of you who have may have
not had the time to read your entire 1998-

99 Student Rights and Responsibilities
handbook, here are the definitions of these

alleged violations:
“Endangering Behavior: conduct that

threatens or endangers the health and/or

safety of a person(s).”
“Violation of RIT Policies: violation of

published RIT policies, rules, and regula
tions including, but not limited to, the RIT
Student Bill of Rights, the RIT policy

Prohibiting Discrimination and

Harassment, the RIT Alcohol and Drug
Policy, the RIT Parking and Traffic
Regulations, the RIT Policy on Academic

Dishonesty, RIT Smoking Policy, the RIT
Residence Halls and Apartments Terms of
Occupancy, and other published Institute
policies, rules and regulations including

those related to entry into and/or use of
Institute rooms, buildings, and facilities.”

As Dawn Soufleris of Judicial Affairs is

not free to discuss the alleged incident, it
is difficult to determine what might hap
pen. It is conceivable, however, that under
the above policies Judicial Affairs would be

required to charge a student with
Endangering Behavior if they were merely

to maintain an excessively high-fat diet
while eating at Gracie’s; after all, as we
all know, too much fat endangers the

health of a person, does it not?
It could be argued several transgres

sions of civil and legal rights as well as
doctor-patient confidentiality have

occurred here. According to the Strong
Memorial emergency room staff, the only
reason the hospital would have contact

ed RIT would have been to reach Jack’s
parents for consent in administering
health care to the young man. However,
Jack’s parents were never notified about
the incident by either Strong or RIT.

Two major concerns have to be
addressed, the first being: how is it that
RIT is taking a judicial action against a

student whose actions were, first, per
fectly legal, and, second, unknown to RIT
until an outside institution, perhaps ille
gally, informed them of this individual’s

actions? Soufleris, of Judicial Affairs,
respof~ded with, “Anything that comes to
RIT’s attention that is of concern to us
whether it is on campus or off campus

dn be dealt with. We have a duty to care
about the people within our campus.”
Peterson, of Residence Life, also had this

to say on the issue, “If Campus Safety
was called, got notified about the inci
dent, then Residence Life was called, and

notified, you can bet ]that Campus Safety
and ResLife will get involved].” Does
RIT’s declaring the ability to censure stu

dents and faculty over legal actions that
they take, whether those actions were on
or off campus, sit well with the reader?

The second issue engenders sympathy
for Jack regarding the statement by the

secretary from Peterson’s office. What
right of hers was it to know potential

details of his medical situation? This con
cern was dismissed by Peterson with,
“The area secretary is part of the

Residence Life team ... they’re an official
of RIT.” Is a secretary truly, legally, an

“official of RIT?” Can this secretary be
held responsible for the dispensation of

and/or the results of the use of such pri
vate data?

In reading the 1998-99 Student Rights

and Responsibilities handbook, it quickly
becomes clear that none of RIT’s pub
lished policies govern the use of legal,

over-the-counter products, especially
those found in the Corner Store.

Certainly none of these policies let the
reader know that RIT has the legal and
moral power to make use of any informa

tion, no matter the means of gain, in a
judicial. Is our university in the right

-t

here? Or have Strong Memorial Hospital
and the Rochester Institute of

Technology blatantly violated the rights
of a U.S. citizen? Nowhere in the
Constitution does it specify that an 18

year old college student is guaranteed
any fewer rights than the rest of the pop

ulation of the country, no matter what
our Judicial Affairs department may
believe.

by Andrew Badera

photos by Alexandra Daley
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Beyond NORMAL: RIT students regroup to speak out a

“Rochester Cannabis Coalition President
Shea Gunther faced disciplinaiy action in
light ofa Campus Safety report alleging bat
tery and disorderly conduct. Last month,
the RCC was denied official RIT recognition
by Institute President Al Simone. The rally
attracted many curious students and pro
fessors who paused to hear what the RCC
had to say. While many of the people who
came up to the mic spoke about ‘social
change’ and ‘raising awareness,’ still others
suggested that RIT was suppressing free
thought and free will on campus. Whatever
the case, this issue is not dead, and will like
ly come up again in the fall”
— excerpt from “Students Speak Out,”
Repoiter, May 8, 1998.

At the end of last year, a group of students
calling themselves the Rochester Cannabis
Coalition (RCC) made headlines when their
leader, Shea Gunther, was detained by
Campus Safety officials for allegedly dis
rupting an RIT function. Their dispute with
President Albert Simone over official RIT
recognition for dub status found the RCC
mounting a paper campaign consisting of
posters calling for fairness. A protest late in
the year drew the attention of the local
media and passerbys on the Quarter Mile.

Then, almost as quickly as they appeared,
the RCC seemed to have faded from the

scene. Flyers appeared advertising “the end
of the RCC.” Soon, a letter circulated
among former members of the RCC. “This
Friday, October 9th, 1998, the RCC will
cease to exist... The RCC is ending because
there are more issues surrounding the drug
policy debate— more than just marijuana...
We need to continue because the War on
Drugs is tearing apart our society and tram
pling on our liberties.” So rose the Students
for Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP) from the
ashes of the RCC to continue the cause Shea
Gunther pioneered. Their advisor is John T.
Sanders, a professor in the Philosophy
Department.

The officers of the SSDDP were asked if
they knew what had become of Shea
Gunther, the erstwhile leader of the still
born RCC. President of the SSDP, Chris Maj
(pronounced MAY), a second-year
Computer Engineer from Springville, New
York they explained that Gunther had been
suspended by the Institute for one year,
“but we stay in regular contact.” Vice-
President, Davis Terrell, a second-year com
puter science major from Londonderry,
Vermont, added that, “We are all friends
with him f Shea], so we keep in pretty close
contact with him.” Gunther is currently a
member of the SSDP.

When asked why RIT needed a group like
this on campus, Terrell responded that,
“We’re a group concerned with drug policy,
and the issues stemming from that. There is
currently no discussion of drug policy in the
United States. For now, whatever the media
says, and whatever the Government says is
the only way.” He continued stating that,
“We’re different Ifrom the RCC] in the fact
that our focus is on drug policy in general,
not just cannabis issues. We also realized
that a lot of the lactivitiesi we did last year
could have been different.”

Maj explained that the SSDP is currently
seeking official club status from Student
Government. The SSDP has also brought
several speakers to the campus, including a

candidate for governor, and a Green Party
candidate for Attorney General.

Maybe you have seen their dance club-
style mini-leaflets around the Student
Union raising various questions on standing
drug policy at RIT and abroad. A common
one seen by many, carries the dual head
line, “But I hate drugs,” and the reply, “We
hate apathy.” The SSDP is using the ever
present issue of apathetic RIT students to
demonstrate that they are making “real
changes” by motivating the students to
protest The leaflet continues to discuss a
recent policy signed into law by President
Clinton concerning the denial of financial
aid to those who have been convicted of a
drug offense. The author of the leaflet con
tinues by making a connection that because
RIT may potentially lose students, and in
turn the Federal funds, that programs will
be cut, and tuition will be increased. What
process did they use to make this connec
tion?

“If you are convicted of violent crimes
like rape or murder,” Maj explained, “you
are still eligible for financial aid from the
government.” By denying aid to those con
victed of drug offenses, individual schools
and state agencies could use the policy as a
precedent to deny further aid. Maj went on
to further emphasize that, while, “you don’t
lose aid if you are convicted of a DWI
offense, you can for non-violent crimes like
most drug offenses. This is just another
extension of the ]so-called] War on Drugs,
which is really turning into a War on
Education.”

So how could RIT students be affected
by this new policy?

“Since RIT would need more revenue
Ifrom the students who would not be able
to attend due to lack of aid], of Ithe
lnstitute’sI options would be to raise rev
enue by cutting programs and raising
tuition.” Are we to assume that most of the
people attending RIT are convicted drug
users or have committed drug-related

offenses? “That assumes that no one at RIT
has ever experimented with drugs,” Maj
countered. Clearly this argument demon
strates a need for more consideration by
the SSDP members.

Also present was club secretary Mitchell
Lawrence, a first-year Mechanical
Engineering Technology, from Greene, New
York. He had his own reasons for joining
the club. “1 feel that my personal rights a e
being violated,” he explained, “1 find that
I’m pulled over a lot by the police.., and
they automatically assume that you are
doing something wrong...”

Maj offered that, “it is an issue of priva

Lawrence continued, “IThe police] have
a right to search you car based on (reason
able] suspicion!” Lawrence was upset at the
prospect of searches that might turn up
contraband that, in the club’s opinion, “isn’t
hurting anybody,” as is part of a citizen’s
private life.

Davis Terrell, the Vice-President spoke
about his reasons for joining the club: “I got
involved last year with the RCC for many of
the same reasons— I was concerned about
issues of personal privacy, and personal
rights.” He went on to comment about how
non-violent drug offenses can put you in the
same class as violent crimes. “Either way,
we’re all lumped together as criminals.”
Terrell went on to comment about how,
“non-violent (drug offenses] really don’t
hurt anybody.” He echoed the sentiments
on rehab as a better solution than punish
ment. “For every $1 spent on rehab in
California, it costs $7 to punish someone,
to put them through the judicial process!”

The SSDP feels that the War on Drugs is
a major expense for our government to
bear. “Statistics show that the current
methods are not working.” The members
were in agreement that rehab is the answer,
as opposed to punishing incarceration.
“Statistics from the state of
it is cheaper to rehabi’
someone inj&
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showed figures from th
Department of Alcoh
show that is co -
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statewide drug policy conference to be held
at RIT. We are inviting representatives from
law enforcement, the federal judges, col
lege professors, students, concerned citi
zens, organized labor, corporate interests
and others who would like to have an open
discussion of this issue. The forum will be
very educational and will highlight the dif
ferent perspectives on drug policy.” Also in
the same vein is the potential for a national
conference. “We are also working with
Students for Sensible Drug Policy groups
from other colleges.” In summary, “We
believe that student activism is alive and
well!”

The issue of “sensible drug policy” is one
that cannot be avoided. True, it is an area
that few seem willing to discuss. Does that
mean that the status quo is happy with the
way things are? Or has the government
been telling us only what we want to hear?

Do our national policies seem arcane, and
detrimental to our society? Or are we look
ing out for our citizen’s best interests? In a
letter to the RCC last year, Al Simone said of
his decision to deny recognition, “Activities
which endanger the health and safety of our
student body and which are highly likely to
cause situations which could inhibit the
academic process of students must not be
supported or facilitated by RIT.”

In time, it will become clear whether or
not the new, reborn SSDP will be allowed to
have a valid voice on this campus, or if they
will have to retreat to the underground. For
certain, ignoring this issue will not make it
go away.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Students for Sensible Drug Policy
http://www.rit.edu/-’-cmm5533/ssdp

“California Study Finds Drug Treatment
Saves Tax Dollars”
http://www.ndsn.org/SEPOCT94/TREAT
MENT.htm

The Drug Library On-Line
http~f/www.druglibrary.org/

Happy Helpers Wanted.
(T19ht5 Not Reqc~ined)
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Your “On Campus” Photo Lab
Gannett Bldg. Room AlOl x5447
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Two Film Runs Mon. Tues. & Wed.
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Benefits~
• Competitive pay

• Generous mer’chandfise discounts
• Pre-plarined schedules

Contact us now to work Through your’
holiday break at one of our stores.
Just call the toll-free number above.
All positions not available at aN stores.
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A DIVISION OF THE MAY DEPARTMENT STORES COMPANY

Equal Opportunity Employer
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It was complete domination from start to finish. The women’s hock
ey team highlighted the Thanksgiving break by thrashing Holy Cross
19-0 at home on November 28.

The high-powered Tiger attack relentlessly battered their oppo
nents from the start. The team scored ten goals in the first period,
six in the second, and three goals in the final period; to finish off
Holycross. Although the score may seem the most lopsided aspect
of the game, the shots on goal differential was even more remark
able. RIT out-shot Holy Cross 62-5, an unbelievable 57 shot differ
ence. The Holy Cross goal tenders were bombarded with 37 shots
in the first period alone.

Leading the way for the Tigers was sophomore forward Wendy
Wright who contributed two goals and five assists (the team high),
for a total of seven points. Team captains Maria Lewis and Rochelle

Bogart had five points each. Lewis, who scored three goals, was the
only Tiger to have a hat trick. In addition to her five points, Rochelle
Bogart also won all 18 of her face-offs. Sophomore forwards
Margaret Dumiak and Katie Obyc both scored two goals and had
three assists, totaling five points each. Junior goal tender Melissa
Norris received both the win and the shut Out, by saving all four of
the shots that she faced. Heather Lovejoy also saw action in the net,
facing one shot, and promptly saved it. All fifteen players on the ros
ter had at least a goal or an assist.

The victory placed the RIT Women’s Hockey Team in first place
in the Western Division. The team will play their next six games at
home, with an important game against Middlebury on December 6.

byJon-Claude Caton

£~atka~’a1oza
a cde~t4’iatton o~ c/-(anukkali

Sw~day, ?~ecen~e’c 13, 1998
3-.6~fln Ska&iy ‘Room, 5nte~tait% eeftte’t

Businesses can increase sales and/or membership

UPCO I G ENTS..II
12/11,12/12 — Men’s Basketball: The RIT men’s basketball team will
be holding its annual home tournament. Support the Tigers as they
host teams from Penn St. Behrend, York, and Hubert. The team is
looking to improve their record, and establish themselves as a divi
sional threat. Friday night’s tip-off is at 8:00 when the men take on
Hilbert.

by advertising in the Reporter.

Stop by our office in the basement of the SAU or
call us today at (716)-475-2213 or fax 475-2214.
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re: Advertising in the Reporter

12113 — Women’s Basketball: Support our women’s basketball as
Arnie Banis, Jill Luczak, and company host Cazenovia. Tip-off is at
1:00.
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The RIT men’s basketball team kicked off the season with a bang. With 15 minutes remain
ing in the game, the Tigers found themselves down 47-32 against the visiting Hobart
Statesmen. The team shook off the 15 point deficit, and put together a tremendous 18-2 run
over the next 8 minutes, which put RIT ahead 50-49. The comeback was led by the efforts
of center Mike Musich, who scored 8 points during the run. Musich was the game’s leading
scorer and rebounder with 13 rebounds and a career high of 31 points.

Hobart came back to even the score 57-57, but Tigers’ guard Sam Weech put RIT ahead
for the duration with a tipped shot that made the score 59-57. Instrumental in the Tigers’
staying ahead was freshman Brandon Redmond, who scored five of the team’s last 8 points,
including 4 free throws in the final 32 seconds of the game. The 4 points cemented the ~2

Tiger’s 63-58 victory. Redmond finished his first collegiate basketball game with 12 points
and five rebounds. Other Tigers that contributed to the win were senior guard CJ Wurster
(13 points), Sam Weech (7 assists), and forward Joe Haydon (9 rebounds).

byJon-Claude Caton
photos by Andrew Gombert
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JUST CALl. l-S00-Y32-0528 X64

SALES REPS WANTED

r EARN CASH &GO FREE
SAVE ~ $200IROOM

LIMITED OFFER - CALL TODAY

CANCUN
#1 SPRING BREAK DESTINATION

FREE MEALS, DRINKS, & ACTIVITIES

MAZATLAN
MEXICO’S NEWEST HOT SPOT

(NORTH OF ACAPULCO)

LET’S PADRE
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TEXAS
EXCLUSIVE FLIGHTS VIA TWA

JAMAICA
MONTEGO BAY & NEGRIL

BEST PRICES - BEST PARTIES!
1 -800-787-3787

~, www.studentexpress.com
“BREAK WITH THE BEST I

Unexpected end-of-file encountered.
1-391 OK
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