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Buzz Aldnn
An American patriot arid space
pioneei he is a lMng hero and
a reminder of the adventurous
spirit of our niry. i4Jdrin is
knciwn for his heroic mission info
space where he became the
second man to walk on the moon.

Co~hosts of the hit MW and radio advice
show Loveline, one of the hottest programs
in the nation, Dr. Drew and Adam address
questions about sex, drugs, and
relationships with frankness
and humor.

lien neres
Actress and comedian who made history
in 1997 when her onsceen persona
became the first gay lead character on 1V
She came out in real life as well and has
become a prominent advocate for gay
and lesbian celebration in America.

Gov. Jesse Ventura
GovernorJesse Ventura is one of Americas most
popu r and tall~d about political figures today.
He made history in 1998 when he went from
ex-pro wrestler to governor of Minnesota. Gov.
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importance of a third party in American pditics.
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r. rew nsky and Adam Carolla

and Jerry I
Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenheld are the
men behind one of the most talked about
success stories in modem business. Ben
and Jerry have built a storefront business
info a $200 million ice cream empire.
They speak on the entrepreneurial spirit
and often serve ice cream to the crowd.

ott King
Founding President, chaii and CEO of the
King Center and one of the most influential
African American leaders today. Widow
of the late Martin Luther King, j~ she
speaks on the legacy of Dr. King.

Katie Couric is one of the nation’s most watched
and admired personalities. Since she became
co-anchor of NBC News’ Today in 1991, the
show has consistently appeared at the top
of the morning ratings. She will speak on
ethics in 1V reporting and her experiences as
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A Debate Between
s Carville and Mary un
James Carville is one of the most entertaining pditical
strategists today. He hcis managed more political
campaigns than anyene else in America. He analyzes
American politics from the liberal point of view. Mary
Matalin is an insightful yet freespirited conservative. Sh
hosts her own radio talk show and is one of the most
popular political voices in America today. lronicalF~
thetwoarehusbandandwifelTheywilbe
debating on the upcoming presidential election.
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A Pathetic Sight

• EDITDRIAL

You people should be ashamed of yourselves. I have never seen such a disgraceful scene as
the one I witnessed last week. RIT finally had a chance to make the Brick City a better place
to live, and it failed miserably. This is normally about the time that I would explain how
something on campus is being done poorly because of a bad business or administrative
decision, but not this week. The group of people I’m referring to is the STUDENTS.

I have been sitting by, watching, and noting what I have seen of the student body for
over two years now. I didn’t say anything when only 300 people came out to vote in the
Student Government elections two years ago, nor when last year’s nationally ranked hockey

team couldn’t even fill the tiny Ritter Ice Arena for the annual RIT Tournament, nor when a
mere 70 people showed up for last year’s Emanon festival, but I can sit by and watch no longer.

I attended last week’s Student Government Issues Forum regarding the pending Pepsi
contract. The forum was well advertised as flyers plastered every wall of the academic side

of campus and students were informed in the first issue of Reporter that a forum
was upcoming. When I walked into Ingle Auditorium at 5:00 p.m. last Wednesday evening,
there were TWO students present. This forum was being held for students, faculty, and staff

to voice their opinions on a Pepsi contract that has received nothing but negative comments
from the majority of the RIT community. This was one of the rare opportunities to look face
to face at the RIT administration and say, “I don’t like this. What are you going to do for me?”
or “You’ve done a really good thing here.” Granted, by the close of the forum, nearly fifty

students had shuffled in and out of the auditorium, but that still represents far less than
ONE PERCENT of the student population at RIT.

We have been called Generation X—the do-nothing generation. Nowhere on the planet

does this hold more true than amidst the brick confines of RIT. Here, apathy doesn’t
mean simply not caring; it is a characteristic ofwho we are and what we do (or more correctly,
wljat we don’t do). It as if it’s something we proudly stand for. Perhaps the “do-nothing”

label does not aptly apply to an entire generation, but for this campus as a whole, the name
is more than fitting.

I cannot put my finger on the exact problem. Perhaps Quake III and Final Fantasy VIII are

just too intriguing to pull yourself away from the screen; I don’t know. I remember in
high school where if you didn’t go out to every football game, every school dance, and every

school drama production, you were seen as a loner, as somewhat of an outcast. Certainly this
is no high school and RIT doesn’t have a Division I football team, but for a topic as heated
as the Pepsi contract to draw less than one percent of the student population is absolutely
PATHETIC! It’s absurd and it makes us, as students, look bad. We lose credibility ifwe don’t

stand behind each other.
It is clear that students on this campus are either too engrossed in their work, or just

don’t care about much of anything. In any case, the apathy on this campus is so thick, it’s nearly
tangible—you could stir it with a spoon. Nothing I say can change any of this—only you can

decide to participate, to be a part of the community you live in. Until a change occurs
however, we are a pathetic sight.

Nicholas R. Spittal
Editor-in-Chief
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Pesi continued

L ast Wednesday evening, StudentGovernment (SG) held an Issues Forum

regarding the pending ten year exclusive
Pepsi contract. Though the turnout was less
than spectacular, approximately 50 students
shuffled in and out as Jim Bingham of Food
Service Administration and Bill Batcheller
of Business Services presented the basics

of the contract before an extensive question
and answer period that lasted about an hour
and a half. SG president Patrick Bavaro-Phelan
oversaw the informal forum and acted

as mediator.
Batcheller started out by telling the

attendees that the Pepsi contract had not yet
been signed because they were still in a
“process for review...]because there are] a
number of terms that need clarification.”

As of the time of the forum, RIT was not
entirely happy with some of the wording in
the contract, though no specifics were
offered. Batcheller was, however, “optimistic

that ]RIT and Pepsi would] come to some
resolution on the contract in the very near

future.” He had hoped that the deal would be
inked by the close of September, but later
stated that he expected it would be closed
sometime in October. As far as the vending

machines and fountain dispensers that have
already invaded by Pepsi’s red, white, and
blue, they were brought in during the summer

and early autumn so as not to disturb students
during school.
In his opening comments, Batcheller would
not give specifics (see “RIT Faces the Pepsi
Challenge,” Reporter 9/17/99) as he was
bound to silence by the contract, but did

consider the contract to give “rather
significant financial awards.” The money
gained from the contract was sited as the
main benefit, and it will be divided between

the construction of the new field house, staff
training, and faculty development. It was not
known how the money would be allocated to
each, and no definitions for “staff training” or
“faculty development” were available.

By the time the floor was opened to

questions, the size of the audience had
increased and students, staff, and faculty were
clearly eager for some answers. Dr. Jean
Douthwright questioned Batcheller with, “If

we don’t know how much the contract is for,
how do we know that (the money] is going to
the planned programs?” To this, Batcheller
offered a mere, “today, we don’t,” and appar
ently no one knows how the money will be

earmarked or who will keep track of it.
Students concerns focused on two

major issues: How “exclusive” the contract

is, and how it affects student clubs and
organizations. Bingham started by saying that
they were still learning what could and could

not be sold. For example, even though Ocean
Spray is allowed under the contract, and
Ocean Spray recently purchased Tropicana,

Tropicana products were not allowed in the
current draft. He did inform the audience that
fifteen percent of beverage shelf space in

“stores” (corner store and candy counter)
could be used for non-Pepsi beverages, so

long as they weren’t carbonated. Bingham
said that the fifteen percent of reserved shelf

space was something they had to fight
intensely to get, and that it was not some-

thing that was commonly allowed under
similar contracts at other schools.

As far as how the contract would affect

student organizations, Batcheller stated that,
“student organization participation is one of
the areas we’re still heavily negotiating.”
Under current wording of the contract, only

Pepsi beverages may be “dispensed,” meaning
that student gatherings and meetings on
campus would technically fall under the
contract. Students were particularly vehement

in their distaste for that particular clause, and
neither side was able to determine if it would
apply, or how it would be enforced.

At this point, students, staff, and faculty

started to offer more of their personal
opinions. Overwhelmingly, a negative light

was shown on the Pepsi contract. When asked
why no poll was taken of the RIT community,
Bingham and Batcheller sited past history in
which they haven’t gone out to sample.

Seeing the negative response, Batcheller said,
“maybe we should have done this (poll]
considering the impact of a ten year contract,”

but despite his interest in the community
opinion, no means of polling were planned.

When the comments, “]TheJ decision (was]

not made for students or staff
concerns, Irather] how much money

can I get in my pocket,” and “It’s the
principle of the issue that bothers me,”
neither Batcheller nor Bingham offered
any comment. One staff member in
attendance compared the contract to
Microsoft coming in and offering RIT
money to switch over to all Microsoft

products. One student exclaimed “we
]RIT students] are your main clients”
and another pointed out that students
on meal plans would now be giving

$200 of their $1,000 each quarter to
Pepsi. Despite the number of
comments in this manner, no real
answers surfaced. “Everywhere we

can, we should get financial support,”
was the best Batcheller could muster.

As the forum came to a close,
students, faculty, and staff were clearly

frustrated with the contract, and with
Bingham and Batcheller’s vague, weak,
canned responses. Students, faculty,

and staff did not feel their concerns
were being addressed, or that anything
they did mattered much. Batcheller
repeatedly said, “I personally don’t
believe the majority of the campus is

against this contract,” but the forum
att,ndees clearly had a very different
opinion. Lex Sleeman of the Physical

Education Department defended the
contract saying, “]It is] a business deci
sion being made by the University and

we have to trust what they are doing.”
If the attendees were representative
of the entire campus however, there is

little trust, and even less support..

elI, this is it folks. This week, on Tuesday, October 12, the world’s
six billionth member will be born. It will likely be a male, born to a

poor family in a third world nation ofAfrica or Asia. This date has been
arrived at through a study by the U.N. Population Fund, and it goes on

to say that nearly 9 billion will roam the earth just fifty years from now.
The U.N. arrived at the October 12 date by looking at fertility,

mortality, and migration rates. Currently, the World population

is growing by approximately 148 people per minute! The largest world
populations are currently in India and China with 1 billion and 1.2
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World Prepares for Another Billion

billion people respectively. Interestingly enough, our six billionth
member will be born a mere twelve years after our five billionth was.

Clearly, our growth rate is increasing extremely quickly.
With the increased growth rate, the high poverty levels in

many parts of the world, and growing technologies which are
continually increasing life-expectancy, many are concerned that

overpopulation is a major upcoming issue. One has to wonder how far
away the entire world is from the intensely enforced population

policies used today in China.•
by Nick Spittal
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Pesi continued

L ast Wednesday evening, StudentGovernment (SG) held an Issues Forum

regarding the pending ten year exclusive
Pepsi contract. Though the turnout was less
than spectacular, approximately 50 students
shuffled in and out as Jim Bingham of Food
Service Administration and Bill Batcheller
of Business Services presented the basics

of the contract before an extensive question
and answer period that lasted about an hour
and a half. SG president Patrick Bavaro-Phelan
oversaw the informal forum and acted

as mediator.
Batcheller started out by telling the

attendees that the Pepsi contract had not yet
been signed because they were still in a
“process for review...]because there are] a
number of terms that need clarification.”

As of the time of the forum, RIT was not
entirely happy with some of the wording in
the contract, though no specifics were
offered. Batcheller was, however, “optimistic

that ]RIT and Pepsi would] come to some
resolution on the contract in the very near

future.” He had hoped that the deal would be
inked by the close of September, but later
stated that he expected it would be closed
sometime in October. As far as the vending

machines and fountain dispensers that have
already invaded by Pepsi’s red, white, and
blue, they were brought in during the summer

and early autumn so as not to disturb students
during school.
In his opening comments, Batcheller would
not give specifics (see “RIT Faces the Pepsi
Challenge,” Reporter 9/17/99) as he was
bound to silence by the contract, but did

consider the contract to give “rather
significant financial awards.” The money
gained from the contract was sited as the
main benefit, and it will be divided between

the construction of the new field house, staff
training, and faculty development. It was not
known how the money would be allocated to
each, and no definitions for “staff training” or
“faculty development” were available.

By the time the floor was opened to

questions, the size of the audience had
increased and students, staff, and faculty were
clearly eager for some answers. Dr. Jean
Douthwright questioned Batcheller with, “If

we don’t know how much the contract is for,
how do we know that (the money] is going to
the planned programs?” To this, Batcheller
offered a mere, “today, we don’t,” and appar
ently no one knows how the money will be

earmarked or who will keep track of it.
Students concerns focused on two

major issues: How “exclusive” the contract

is, and how it affects student clubs and
organizations. Bingham started by saying that
they were still learning what could and could

not be sold. For example, even though Ocean
Spray is allowed under the contract, and
Ocean Spray recently purchased Tropicana,

Tropicana products were not allowed in the
current draft. He did inform the audience that
fifteen percent of beverage shelf space in

“stores” (corner store and candy counter)
could be used for non-Pepsi beverages, so

long as they weren’t carbonated. Bingham
said that the fifteen percent of reserved shelf

space was something they had to fight
intensely to get, and that it was not some-

thing that was commonly allowed under
similar contracts at other schools.

As far as how the contract would affect

student organizations, Batcheller stated that,
“student organization participation is one of
the areas we’re still heavily negotiating.”
Under current wording of the contract, only

Pepsi beverages may be “dispensed,” meaning
that student gatherings and meetings on
campus would technically fall under the
contract. Students were particularly vehement

in their distaste for that particular clause, and
neither side was able to determine if it would
apply, or how it would be enforced.

At this point, students, staff, and faculty

started to offer more of their personal
opinions. Overwhelmingly, a negative light

was shown on the Pepsi contract. When asked
why no poll was taken of the RIT community,
Bingham and Batcheller sited past history in
which they haven’t gone out to sample.

Seeing the negative response, Batcheller said,
“maybe we should have done this (poll]
considering the impact of a ten year contract,”

but despite his interest in the community
opinion, no means of polling were planned.

When the comments, “]TheJ decision (was]

not made for students or staff
concerns, Irather] how much money

can I get in my pocket,” and “It’s the
principle of the issue that bothers me,”
neither Batcheller nor Bingham offered
any comment. One staff member in
attendance compared the contract to
Microsoft coming in and offering RIT
money to switch over to all Microsoft

products. One student exclaimed “we
]RIT students] are your main clients”
and another pointed out that students
on meal plans would now be giving

$200 of their $1,000 each quarter to
Pepsi. Despite the number of
comments in this manner, no real
answers surfaced. “Everywhere we

can, we should get financial support,”
was the best Batcheller could muster.

As the forum came to a close,
students, faculty, and staff were clearly

frustrated with the contract, and with
Bingham and Batcheller’s vague, weak,
canned responses. Students, faculty,

and staff did not feel their concerns
were being addressed, or that anything
they did mattered much. Batcheller
repeatedly said, “I personally don’t
believe the majority of the campus is

against this contract,” but the forum
att,ndees clearly had a very different
opinion. Lex Sleeman of the Physical

Education Department defended the
contract saying, “]It is] a business deci
sion being made by the University and

we have to trust what they are doing.”
If the attendees were representative
of the entire campus however, there is

little trust, and even less support..

elI, this is it folks. This week, on Tuesday, October 12, the world’s
six billionth member will be born. It will likely be a male, born to a

poor family in a third world nation ofAfrica or Asia. This date has been
arrived at through a study by the U.N. Population Fund, and it goes on

to say that nearly 9 billion will roam the earth just fifty years from now.
The U.N. arrived at the October 12 date by looking at fertility,

mortality, and migration rates. Currently, the World population

is growing by approximately 148 people per minute! The largest world
populations are currently in India and China with 1 billion and 1.2
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on’s not the girl with the
piano anymore, Tori’s

the girl with the synthesizer,”

~ says Brittany, a Tori fan from
the beginning, about eight
years ago.

Illustration by Ann Zakalnl She’s right. Tori Amos’

new double album varies the furthest from the original piano-and-Tori

everyone has come to love. There are more weird noises, drumbeats,
and experimentation. This could mean more radio play, but for a fan base
that for the most part scorns mainstream anything, that could be disap
pointing. Tori fans are extremely loyal, and very passionate about their
beloved singer. They know every lyric, every little inflection of her voice,
every bit of her life as ~ossible; they go crazy when she performs.
This excitement about her performances is evident on the live disc of

Venus—Live—Still Orbiting.
The very first song ofthi~ disc is “Precious Things,” one of my personal

favorites. When it comes time’for the “Christian boys” segment, she impro
vises and ca~ries it on: rep~ating “Christian boys, Beautiful boys” over and
over, then explodes into her address to Jesus. It is an already powerful song
made more so by Tori’s exceptional stage presence.

T
t’s been five and a half

long years, and the
waiting has become
unbearable. All the

j teasing and “yes, the
• album will come out

in February,” then “no,
June,” or “okay, make that

September” have driven
Nine Inch Nails devotees

-~ ~ - .- crazy.
Illustration by Michelle Scarcnllo We’ve had little side

projects and remixes to get our fix with, but new albums have we not.

This is big. I was unsure what to expect. This would either be an
instant classic or the end of Trent Reznor’s popularity. Notorious for
being a perfectionist, the album would either be great, or Trent would
abandon the project and release a rush job, fleeing into seclusion for
another five years.

But then September 21 came. I eagerly ripped up the shrink-wrap,
plunked the CD in my stereo, cranked the volume, sat back and let
myself revel at what this new Nine Inch Nails is.

It’s different, oh yes, but still unmistakably Nine Inch Nails. Some

of the songs are on the order of Lost Highway~ others sound like

0
NTATION

Tori often sexualizes herself onstage,

as she puts it. I know thisfrom both reading
her own self-description and seeing her in
concert; the crowds feed from this energy. Songs
like “Precious Things,” “Girl,” and “Sugar” are strong examples. Even if it

is not sexual energy, it sure is unique. Although seeing it live is certainly
the best, Still Orbiting captures the energy and emotion very well.

While the live disc is probably the superior of the two, the studio

album Orbiting has its moments. The opener, “Bliss,” is much like the songs
of From the Choirgirl Hotel; Slow at first, with a lot of synth noise—then
faster and louder, full of that good ol’ Tori emotion.

What follows are songs ofboth kinds ofTori—the happier, nostalgic
trips into Tori’s memory lane and also the passionate and perhaps
disturbing explorations into her mind and emotions. “Lust” is a bit darker,

describing the bad secrets surrounding love, sex—and well, lust. “So she
prays for a prankster and lust in the marriage bed/and he waits ‘til she can
give and he! waits and he waits.”

Overall, To Venus andBackis just another new Tori release that may

be disappointing at first, but simply needs a little time to grow on you. The
live disc is excellent, and the studio album may not be her best release ever,
but together they are worth every fan’s attention.

F p
typical, yet more mature NIN songs. There is still anger and self-hatred;
the words he chooses clearly speak the same themes, but they are soft
ened by some more uplifting tunes. Unlike “Pretty Hate Machine” and

“Broken,” where Trent’s hatred was sent out to certain ex-girlfriends
and record companies, the anger on The Fragile does not seem to be

as extreme and directed at everyone and everything.
Perhaps the most different thing about The Fragile, though, is that

it is much more devoid of samples than any previous release. There are
more real instruments played here than on any other album or side
project; seems he prefers the real thing now.

Piano, strings, trumpets, extra drums, a choir, several female
backing vocals, and reportedly a ukulele can be heard throughout. In

“And I Descend From Grace,” Trent wails into a rousing synth-string
crescendo, “in arms of undertow/I will take my place/in the great
below.”

The story of The Fragile is not defined as clearly as the other three
albums. Pretty Hate Machine was about self-loathing; Broken pushed
everyone away; The Downward Spiral chronicled Trent’s inevitable

descent into utter despair, the stripping of all his layers.
What follows should be repair. Trent really seems to be trying. At

times on The Fragile, it seems he might make it; other times he tells
us “...tried to save myself but myself keeps slipping away.” It will be a
slow climb for NIN, yes, but it is recovery nonetheless. ~

y ou are Tiny Tank, a cute little tank designed as a m

SenTrax, a weapons contractor who wa
of sentient machines to fight wars in

to let a good cliche go bad, let’s just say that the machines revolted

and are currently removing the Earth’s atmosphere. The leader,
MuTank, gave you a thorough beating an
years ago (during the game you ca
as the background m • • -.

nano-machines that repair your systems) returned you to normal in
time for you to be summoned back to Earth for a little save-the-world
kind of thing. This is the world of Playstation’s new Tiny Tank.

The controls are a little confusing at first but are quite useful
once you get the hang of them. The little tank has hoverjets that will
make him glide for a little bit after he jumps (much like Spyro’s wings

in Spyro the Dragon) and he can either hop or roll to both sides. One
aspect that is very neat is the use ofweapons. You can collect up to
four weapons (one on each of your corner-ports). There are missile

launchers, flamethrowers, mortars, and a number of others that
would make any Quake Ill player proud. Even more cool, however,
is the ability to automate these weapons manually. Throughout the

game, you collect “positronic brains.” You can assign these to Tiny’s
different weapons to make them track enemies more accurately and

This week’s site is colossal, to say the least. The Mime Web
Turnpike is perhaps one of the largest compilations of links on the
net. It has listings for nearly every piece of anime in existence—

including OAV’s, manga, and series. Aficionados of anime are
already pointing their browsers at this site, but others might need

further information. Taking a shot at the lowest common denom
inator, anime isJapanese animation known for distinct nuances in

the method the characters are drawn.
The term encompasses manga which are comics, as well so the

term ‘japanimation’ is not entirely accurate when referring to

Tiny’s “Teeny-We eny Tanks.” Th

(and he’s only the size of a ye

psx
REVIEW

it (by blo , .

Tiny, and with three they try to protect him.

One unfortunate thing that I experienced was a lot of lag. The
rendering systems used in the game don’t seem to load when a lot
of things happen at once. This occurs a lot when Tiny has a lot of

weapons and is firing a lot of bullets at a group of enemies. Also,
when there is so much going on, it becomes one big blur because
there are so many explosions and .

like the idea of manual

different turrets, and the Te -

and intelligence that is often Ia

definitely for gadget-people, so
Playstations, you might want to hold off o
spring for this game.

COMPILED BY STEPHEN CRIM

anime on the whole. Also, anime fans generally resent the term

japanimation because of its blatant “American-ness.” By now most
people have had some contact with Dragonball Z, Sailor Moon,

Ranma, and Robotech. These are all examples of “Americanized”
anime. Also available (in much larger numbers) are more traditional
titles such as Ghost in the Shell, All-Purpose Cultural at Girl Nuku

Nuku, and Tenchi Muyo. Whether your tastes are strictly for the

pure, unedited anime or if you’re a hardcore DragonballZ fan, The
Anime Web Turnpike has something to offer you.
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A

F or me, I think the hardest job as amovie critic (a haif-assed one in a
school magazine at that), is to write reviews
about good films. Terrible movies can be
terribly fun to write about and rag on. Good
movies, however, are very difficult to praise
without sounding preachy or too much like

an advertisement. Also, you run the risk of
giving too much of a good story away. In
short, this is not an easy task, so bear with
me as I review what I thought was a good—
no, even more difficult—a great film.

American suburbia—the setting for our
tale. The ads for this film tell you to look
closer, and that’s exactly what this film
forces its audience to do. We can see how

unhappy the characters are living out their
menial lives that are near the point of cliched
or stereotypical in relation to the setting.
Yet, the film allows these characters to shine

through fast, allowing us to see how very
miserable they are as these cliches. They
realize they are not living just as we do.

The story focuses on Lester (Kevin
Spacey), the fed-up patriarch of the Burnham
family. He works in advertising. He has his

own dinky cubicle. His boss is younger than
he is. And to top it all off, he gets asked to
write an essay about why he is a valuable

asset and not expendable. It’s safe to say he

hates his place in the work force. At home,
things aren’t much better. Lester is resented
by his daughter Jane (Thora Birch) because he
has made little effort to play a stronger role

in her life. His relationship with his wife
Carolyn (Annette Bening) is just about as
good as his sex life with her—non-existent.

Lester is walking through his life dead.
Meanwhile, Carolyn struggles trying to be

the perfect mother, but she usually comes off
as fake. Problems with the job, too, she can’t
sell a house to save her life, and at the same
time her charismatic competitor Buddy Kane

(Peter Gallagher) is wiping the floor with
her. Jane is a typical teenage high-school
girl, struggling with the ideas ofwhat beauty

is in a society where “teen magazines” seem

The film deals
with very
familiar and
serious subjects
such as midlife
crisis and reliving
your youth.
to be a rule of thumb. Her friend Angela
(Mena Suvari) is really no help as that
“shallow, superficial girl” that most teenage

girls both hate and want to be at that age.
The Burnhams might look nice on paper,

but on film they are tragedies just waiting
to happen.

Although tensions appear to be at a

peak, all is “normal,” until the new neighbors
move in next door, the Fitts. They too are a

“model” American family. Note the sarcasm,
which, come to think of it, this film is

drenched in. The father, Colonel Fitts (Chris

Cooper), treats fami y life like it is still the

military; it’s no wonder his wife is so cold
and distant. Their son, Ricky (Wes Bently),
is the same age asJane, and has an addiction

too: filming nearly every moment of his life.
He is confident, as if he knows who he is
in the grand scheme of things. This—and

a little bit of marijuana—inspires Lester;
it’s all he really needs to get started living
the high life.

Chain reaction. Lester is reborn and

begins to do whatever he damn well pleases;
this becomes a problem when he focuses his
sexual frustrations on the sultry, provoking

Angela. Meanwhile, his wife furthers her
fascination with her professional competi
tion—taking things to less than professional

levels. Continuing the dysfunctional trend,
Jane becomes infuriated with her father’s
behavior and the fact that her friend almost

enjoys his attention. As a result she takes a
chance and befriends the only person who

really cares about her for who she is. In
reality, Ricky helped start all this whether he

knows it or not, and it is oddly appropriate
that Jane falls in love with the boy that her
father nearly aspires to be.

The film deals with very familiar and
serious subjects such as midlife crisis and
reliving your youth. Basically the film seems

to support such ideas as “Cease the day” and
“Live your life to the fullest.” Sometimes it’s

only when we are most miserable that we
realize what will truly make us happy. This

is the type of conflict and revelation that
Lester goes through, and it’s funny, enter

taining, and fascinating all at the same time.

The highlight of this film for me was the acting;
the screenplay and characterization are very

good, but the actors really made everything work.
Kevin Spacey has created another career peak

performance with this character, and I wouldn’t
be out of line to already start talking about a
nomination. Annette Bening—whom I usually

cannot stand—was one of those characters you
love to hate, and she did a wonderful job. Thora
Birch has vastly matured since her last few roles
(Now and Then, Monkey Trouble), turning in a

very serious and adult performance as Jane. As
Ricky, Wes Bently has put himself on the map as
a serious young actor, separating himself from the
heartthrob-ish “teen” actors of today’s movies.

Chris Cooper has one of the most difficult roles
in the film as Colonel; he had to create a character
that was unlikable, ignorant, and overbearing—
yet at the same time had to get a little bit of
sympathy from the audience. The only person
that really turned out a weak performance in this

film was Mena Suvari. Sure, she looked good as
Angela, but her character only served as a catalyst
for the entire film.

Still, I don’t want to give anymore away—this

is a great film. It is dark, hilarious, and by the last
act, very tense. Do yourself a favor and buy a
ticket to this one. American Beauty is a beautiful
film. Pun intended.~

Finally, the only way these events
successful is if students t

computer monitors for a few hours at a
and actually attend . . . i.
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now is apathy and the lack . ..

truth is it doesn’t have to be. There are some
great things hapi . —.

worthw - - - - . -
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The Burnhams
might look
nice on paper,
but on film
they are
tragedies just
waiting to
happen.

CA B By Jeff Prystajko
(PartTwo)

M OVI ES Another tradition that will continue to be upheldis CAB’s Talisman line of movies. Recent films can

A NYO N E? be watched in Ingle or Webb auditorium for merely
one dollar. Although not as popular now as they

once were—Movies 10 ate a huge chunk out of attendance—CAB not
only has already prepared a line up of acclaimed movies, but has
invested for a better watching experience. New this year is a recently
purchased DVD player, which won’t completely phase Out the current

film technology yet, but will provide a much sharper picture and
improved sound. As of now Patch Adams is the only DVD set to go;

however, other upcoming flicks include: The Mummy and Evil Dead II
(part of the Halloween double feature), and American Pie.

AND WHAT
ABOUT
THE
LITTLE
GUYS?

stipulations is that they co-sponsor events, but as o
no formal or informal discussions betw
happen is either Pepsi will donate free drin

they will not help bring in any major acts. Their g ,

have their name across campus—so it’s doubtf

I WANT which would impede more activitiesEven with the greatest entertain

TO BE students will still always object no matter what. F

H EARD~ readers that match this description, you can let CAB
know what you would like to see. On their website,

www.rit.edu/—cabwww, they include an e-mail page where student
can respond to or request certain performers or events. Also listed on
the page are all of CAB’s upcoming events—’

With all the talk about major bands and
comedians, some events will have to go—in

this case, it means smaller and/or local bands
and comedians. But before everyone in that

one corner starts flipping out, there’s no
reason to worry. Many of the smaller clubs on

campus are generating their own programming
this year, meaning they’ll have the funds to

get certain acts, as well as attract the students
most likely to take an interest in specific groups—rather than CAB

attempting to obtain a wide range of bands to satisfy the diverse
population at RIT. In the end, everyone benefits.

THE L’TTLE Now with Pepsi having been nearly declaredI the official soft drink ofbrickville people have

D RI N K THAT been wondering what they’re actually going

COULD to do for the school. Supposedly one of the

NOWYOU
KNOW
WHAT’S
GOING ON.
GETOUTOF
YOUR ROOM!
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“Stop writing parking tickets. Those guys

in yellow shirts, they need to take it easy.

You dont have to write tickets after nine

at night or on weekends.”

—Ron Jacob

3rd year, Information Technology

“The buses. If! miss it, I have to walk by

myself at night. There should be more

people patrolling at night.”

—Angela Sauchelli

1st year, Business Management

“That’s something I should think about more

often...Probably to make sure that nothings

going crazy, to keep things at a reasonable

level. Sometimes the presence ofjust walking

around is a little too much. Get this feeling

you’re being watched over. They keep us

caged in.”

—Jason Nielson

3rd year, Electrical Engineering

“Safety—the well-being of the students.’

—Paul Kieper

2nd Year In formation Technology

‘Keeping people from pulling the fire

alarms in my building without good

reason.”

—Phil Kalmes

1st year, Career Decision Program

“Serve the students.”

— Leo Purcell

3rd Year Industrial Engineering

“Protecting students from crime by other

students.”

— Matt Rees

3rd year, Multi-Interdisciplinary Studies

‘Protecting students from crime but still

allowing them the freedoms of individu

ality.”

—Stephanie Todero

3rd year, Interior Design

‘Keep the campus safe. Nothing should be

stolen.”

—Srujan Behuria

2nd year, Industrial Engineering

“Paying more money to people that work

for them.”

— Antonija Soldo

1st year, Undecided

‘Not harassing nice students who want to

enjoy a nice beverage.’

— Dylan Page

2nd year, In formation Technology

COMPILED BY LINDSEY MANLEY
PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH TORGERSON

ey sho Id be
heli i g students
rather t an trying to
got them in t e
bo

— egan Inibesi
2nd year, Illustration

“I think campus safety should just enforce

the peace without making it a police

state.’

— Robert Kukuchka

3rd year, Electrical Engineering

“Could have more patrol cars, not just to

catch us on speeding.’

— Nhung Diep

2nd year, Physician~s Assistant

Safety. They should quit with the selective

enforcement.”

— Paul Madden

4th year, Environmental Chemistry

At night, walking people home.”

— Sarah Bolton

1st year Biology

“Safety. I have heard about people from off

campus that come here and make trouble

around dorms and apartments. The priority

of campus safety is just to guarantee the

safety of students on campus.”

— Miguel Estevez

4th year, Biomedical Photo Comm.

“Preventing bodily harm to students and

faculty.”

— Scott Devlin

1st year, Informational Technology

aybe re p one
ooths/blue light

boxes. ‘ye boa d
other peopl’co lai
about itt.

They should leave the doors open and stay

there to let people in...[They should also!

make sure no one pulls the fire alarms.”

Kevin Romero

1st year, Computer Engineering Technology

“I don’t see a lot on campus for them to

worry about.’

—Jason Tavarez

2nd Year Computer Science

tJ~flI~ØQ
~t~x*nr!tkkgtAH~?

OOd

~ got ahout i’.woo
pQoph~ ~iho might ~
~ wE ~ ~o~icm~c covinrno~s
FOP THE PCPOP1tP ALL-OPIMON ISSuE.

AI~L-OPIWN l~[lL CO~tI’~C flCCEMI1L~fl 3.

..RDO THE
Campus Safety is on campus because you are their
“number one prioRiTy.” What is your opinion of
Campus Safety’s actual role at RITP
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1.
— Elizbete Pata

1st year, Fine Art Photography
If you can do this,

you can write for
the Reporter.

Contact the

Reporter office

Reporter@rit.edu

475-2212
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“$er e t e students.”
— Leo Purcell

3rd Year Industrial Engineering

e need to wo ry
about t ings mo e
ser~ous t an
skate boarding.”

— Dan Xeller
211d Year Photo
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F or over 80 years, TIAA-CREF hasbeen the leading retirement company
on America’s campuses. But experience is
just one reason why so many smart
investors trust us with their financial
future. Here are a few more:

Superior strength
With over $250 billion In assets under man
agement, TIAA-CREF is the world’s largest
retirement organization — and among the
most solid. It’s one of the reasons why
Morningstar says, “TIAA-CREF sets the
standard in the financial services Industzy.”1

Solid, long-term
performance

We seek out long-term opportunities that
other companies, In pursuit of quick gains,
often miss. Though past performance can’t
guarantee future results, this patient philos
ophy has proven extremely rewarding.

Ensuring the future
for those who shape it.~

Surprisingly low expenses
TIAA-CREF’s operating costs are among
the lowest in the Insurance and mutual
fund industries.2 So more of your money
goes where it should — toward ensuring
your future.

Easy diversification
We offer a wide variety of expertly

managed investment options to help build
your assets. We make it simple, too, with
stock, bond, money market, real estate,
and guaranteed options.

Unrivaled service
We believe that our service distinguishes
us from every other retirement company.
In the most recent Dalbar survey,
TIAA-CREF ranks tops in participation
satisfaction.3

Call today to find out how TIAA
CREF can help you build the financial
future you want and deserve.

To find out more — give us
a call or visit our website

1 800 842-2776
www.tiaa-cref.org

I.S.M. Lab
Your “On Campus” Photo Lab
Gannett Bldg. Room AlOl x5447

> E-6 & C-41 processing

> Presentation Slides
> IRIS ink jet printing
> LVT Imaging
> Kodak Photo Cb Imaging

Hours: Monday - Wednesday
9:00am - 4:30pm
Thursday & Friday
9:00am - 3:00pm

Two Film Runs Mon. Tues. & Wed.

LET TIAA-CREF HELP
YOU BUII1D A SECURE
FINANCIAL FUTURE.

p

IT MAY NOT BE PLAYBOY,
BUT IT’S DEFINITELY SEXY.

REPORTER

ATTENTION ALUMNI OF

The National Young Leaders Conference,
Washington, DC

-or-
The National Youth Lea ership Forums

on Law, Medicine or Defense

If you are a first or second year student, there is a
prestigious on-campus leadership opportunity we have

been asked to discuss with you.

Please call Toll Free 1-877-282-4952 no later than
October 15th and ask to speak with one of the

program co-founders: Barbara or Richard
I~fr~ 4~g~ 9/3599~I anR.t~q~,a~ 1999; and Uppor An.iyuoai Sorvlooa. ma., L ,‘Aoa~iL~ 1999 (q~aartariy).
3DAI.BAR. In,., J~7D ~Corjb.an,FWjaanR.&~a For niore coenp~ooo infoomndon, tncludlng dong,, and anpo~aoa, adI 1890 842-273~ eat. 5509. for CREF and TIAA Roil Em
Accoont peo.peatonea Road dean ,fol~ before yea union or .ond money. TIAA-CREF Indnddeal and Imdtodon.l Service, dintributo, CREF certlflcaon and b,t,m in tue TIM R~i
E.tato Antotoit.

MAKE A
10,000 FOOT

SKIP/I’!
F~NGERLAkE5
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T he sky over the city of Rochester was dark and gray. Theimminent threat of rain failed to deter the staunch

supporters of Mumia Abu-Jamal, who had congregated at the
city’s liberty pole on Friday, September 24.Jene Clancy is the
leader of the Rochester movement for Mumia Abu-Jamal’s
release from prison after a conviction for the 1981 slaying of

a Philadelphia police officer. When asked what he hoped would
be achieved through the rally, he commented, “We are here

today to make Mumia Abu-Jamal’s name more well known, to
tell his story of injustice and wrongful imprisonment.”

The City of Rochester was among 100 cities in the United
,States and worldwide, to stage rallies for Mumia Abu-Jamal.

The damp air and crowded sidewalk provided the setting for
the protest. Beneath the buildings and bustle of the city,
Abu-Jamal’s supporters banded together, speaking to curious

onlookers and displaying signs. Collectively, the purpose of the
rally is much clearer than the circumstances surrounding
Abu-Jamal’s case. Many of the signs explained the goals of the

rally and the struggle of those working to secure justice.
A banner at the center of the activities read “Stop the execu
tion. A new trial for Mumia Abu-Jamal.” As a picket line began

to form, other signs were slowly raised into the air. “Free
Mumia Abu-Jamal” displayed one cardboard poster, while
another read: “No justice No Peace.” As the rally slowly began

to build, the buses from the nearby station went about their
business in usual fashion.

The fairly small crowd who turned out to support Abu

Jamal varied greatly. The audience included a middle aged
Asian women, plainly dressed, who, when armed with a micro
phone, yielded a powerful, determined tone. Two teenagers,

one black, the other white, held both ends of a banner in a
collective effort to support it against the wind. Another
woman, older than most of the others and well dressed, passed
out literature explaining Abu-Jamal’s cause. No two people

were alike. Regardless of their backgrounds, as a whole, they
were banding together for a common cause. As a group, it was
as if they were speaking with one voice, in harmony.

Jene Clancy began speaking with an introduction of

Mumia Abu-Jamal’s story. He then proceeded to begin a chant
which bellowed throughout the city, and was quickly emulated
by the continuously growing picket line. “Brick by brick, wall

by wall, we’re going to free Mumia Abu-jamal!” The chant was
repeated over and over, each time rising in volume and
growing in its meaning.

his story of injustice and
wrongful imprisonment.

—Jene Clancy”
Photo by Chris Ehrmann
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RIT

S afety: the word stirs sentiments of comfort andsecurity. Like liberty and equality, the rallying

cries that ushered the modern world through our
door, it is an abstract concept, one that justifies

policy. Indeed, many political programs, whether
constructed in Washington D.C. or in Building One,
are intended to keep populations safe, as individuals

and as a collective. But commensurate with safety
and the civil responsibility that ensures it, are indi
vidual rights. Even the title of RIT’s official rule book

reads in large letters: “Student Rights & Responsibil
ities.” The two seem linked inexorably together, like
a great balanced scale with order on one side, freedom
on the other. Is this scale at RIT level, or is it slyly

tilting in one direction?
The start of the school year inevitably brings

forth the Student Rights and Responsibilities

Handbook. Compiled from information from “many
sources within the Institute” by the Office of the Vice
President for Student Affairs, it declares in its intro

duction that an “orderly environment promoting
freedom of expression and inquiry is essential to the

academic community.” And how is this environment
ensured? Only by rules and policies. By now, surely,
every student has spent weekends pouring through
the Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook,

Who writes and approves all these rules? “Generally,” Soufleris

continues, it starts “with some need for a change, and my office can write
a draft of a policy. At other times the Vice President or President will do
it. The Vice President for Student Affairs and the President, for example,
drafted the alcohol policy. The policies go through Governance before
publication in Student Rights and Responsibilities.”

Speaking of our good friend, the Rights and Responsibilities Hand
book, a quick read-through reveals more of an emphasis on responsibil
ities than rights, perhaps to be expected. However, there is an RIT Student
Bill of Rights, guaranteeing among other things, the retention of student

rights as citizens and the right to free expression, privacy, and knowledge
of research activities on campus and their risks. The Bill of Rights is
meshed in with the “RIT Student Conduct Process chapter,” and not set

apart like the celebrated “Expectations For Community Behavior.”
Following these headings, one can read about information on the RIT
conduct code, warnings and sanctions if codes are violated, disciplinary
hearings, appeals, disciplinary records, complainant rights, and many

others. Then follow eighteen chapters covering everything from discrim
ination and sexual assault to traffic regulations and smoking policies.
There also is the dreaded alcohol and drug policy smirking back at
students who have lashed out at the administration, arguing for more

freedom to consume alcohol and some other illegal substances.
Taken as a whole, there is little concrete evidence that the student

body is unhappy about these rules, or feels too restricted by them. “We
don’t get complaints,” says Mike Cross, Assistant to the Student

Ombudsman. “We get people who are unclear about things. Often students
don’t even know what their rights are.” Cross reports that the Ombuds
office doesn’t get directly involved in disciplinary hearings on campus, but
it does help and educate students who find themselves in trouble. “Anyone

involved in a hearing is more than free to come in and get educated as to
their rights.” Some students do ask for help. “In cases where they’re
completely innocent or almost completely innocent,” Cross explains,

“they’ll come in and ask why they have to appear at the hearing. We tell
them we can’t get involved, and we’re not legal experts, but that we’ll do
the best we can to give them the tools to defend themselves.”

Student Government (SG) does not hear too much grumbling from

their charges either. SG President Patrick Bavaro-Phelan says the Student
Rights and Responsibilities Handbook is “something we should take a look

at, but we haven’t heard any complaints from students about it.” However,
he continues, “students often don’t bring it up until it’s too late and they’re
already in some kind of situation. If we had problems with it, or we

thought it imposed unfair restrictions on students, we’d like to handle it
before something happens.” Bavaro-Phelan also points out that Student
Government “has no input as to what goes in there.”

Indeed, the whole Institute is bound by these policies, even those
who enforce them. Chris Denninger, Associate Director of Campus Safety,
reports that “we [Campus Safety] meet with the Student Conduct Office

during the year, so there is discussion,” but the handbook does not come
from Campus Safety. Denninger insists there is no friction between

Campus Safety and the other law-and-order departments on campus.
“We’ve had a great working relationship with them,” he says. “It’s not a
personality issue.” With the Appeals Court, for example, it’s never a case

continued on pg. 21 ~

“~..Often students don’t even know wi~at
their rights are!’

—Mike Cross, Assistant Ombudsman

“Students often don’t bring it up until it’s
too late and they’re already in some kind

of situation!’
—Patrick Bavaro-Phelan, SG President.

“Rules come from the Institute, we just
enforce them!’

—Chris Denninger, Deputy Director of Campus Safety.
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memorizing every word, quoting eloquent passages as

they walk to class. And in case they’re not satisfied,
in case they’re hungry to know more, RIT also has the
Institute Policies and Procedures Manual.
Also available is the Undergraduate Bulletin and the

Residence Halls Terms of Occupancy. And don’t forget
to visit your local college and department for
their own specific procedures neatly packaged in
manual form.

After reviewing this material, after sifting through
all the rules, policies, procedures, and guarantees,
the thinking student may pause and wonder:

“What exactly can I do around here?” This sentiment
has been sharpened in all sorts of corners in recent
years —from those who take liberal views on alcohol

and marijuana, to those calling for more regulations
to bring down incidents of racism, assault, and
more recently, bomb threats. The scale is hard to
balance, and often law enforcement finds itself

wobbling at the middle.
Before we turn to Campus Safety to save us from

this wretched world, the usual scapegoat is the Rights
and Responsibilities Handbook itself. “There’s been no
changes this year,” says Dawn Soufleris from the

Office of Student Conduct and Mediation Services,
“except for some information on disability appeals
which we had to put in because it was mandated by

law.” In fact, “the major changes in the last few years
have been mostly in process, and the new skate board

regulations [full chapter title: Policy on the use of
Skate Boards, Roller Blades (In-Line Skates), Skates,
Bicycles and Other Similar Conveyances] which were

added a couple of years ago.”

Reporter, October 8, 1999 Reporter, October 8, 1999 19.
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Those gathered by the Liberty Pole were not only from various ethnic
backgrounds but were also from various geographic locations. The famed
Iroquois nation leader known as “Grampa Bear” was included in the audi
ence. He was a large man with a bold voice. His eyes were set like stone
and there was a persistent resonance that pierced through the crowd while
he spoke. Grampa Bear had made the trip from Buffalo to speak for Mumia

Abu-Jamal, as well as to spread awareness of other local injustices occur
ring in upstate New York. When asked to explain his role in the rally,
Grampa Bear replied, “I relish the opportunity to lend my voice on behalf
of all of the political prisoners that our government has set out to silence.”

The rally continued to grow in numbers and the rain began to pour
down on those who had assembled. But the rain did little to silence their
message. The rally continued as Grampa Bear and other protesters shared
the microphone to lead chants while providing insightful commentary on

the state of the United StatesJustice system. Their speeches also targeted
the criminal justice system’s bias towards minorities and various other
groups. Words such as “poverty,” “liberty,” and “freedom” were repeated
and grew in volume with each passing. Questions of Mumia Abu-Jamal’s

innocence or guilt appeared void from this group.
As the rain continued to beat on the sidewalk and drench the

protesters, one thing became abundantly clear: the battle for Mumia Abu

Jamal’s release will not wane so long as his supporters have breath in their
lungs. At one point the conditions subsided, but the weather did not play

a role on this day. The supporters assembled at the Liberty Pole that day
knew of only one important matter at hand, and that was to form one voice
to support the voiceless.•

Photo b Elizabeth Tor erson

Feature continued from page 19.

Student Rights and Responsibilities

of “wish(ing] this or that would happen, we just go up and state
the facts. We explain what happened, what we investigated, what
we found, and that’s it.” Denninger acknowledges that the

Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook is an important
document for Campus Safety. “Every officer has a copy.” But he’s
quick to remind that these are regulations for students, not
Campus Safety. He also says that “safety” is what Campus Safety
is most interested in. In the case of breaking up apartment parties,

for example, “the first thing we look for is that everyone is okay
have a chat with the residents, make sure the people there aren’t
under age.” As for intervening in parties that get too loud,

“We address issues of too much noise based on complaints we get
from the community.”

In a broad context, Denninger believes that theft is one of

RIT’s most serious problems and that computer crime “is up-and-
coming.” “Theft is Iusuallyj a problem of unattended property
whether it’s a bike or a wallet, some people are trustworthy and

don’t think twice about leaving things unattended. If we have a
theft from a room, we’re up there the next morning handing out
leaflets, letting everyone on that floor know what occurred.”

Computer crimes, Denninger says, are often cases of “students
giving their passwords out to people, and then having their
account broken into.” There is also harassment over email; people

sending lewd messages or pursuing dates. Some instances of
hacking have been discovered.

Since it seems like student complaints are often directed

more toward Campus Safety than the rulebook, Denninger agrees
that perceptions toward the force “can always be improved.
We can’t please all lof the] people all [of] the time,” he says, “but

feedback from students and their organizations helps out. We
take feedback as a favor, but criticism should never be misdi
rected—rules come from the Institute, we just enforce them.”

The law-enforcement system seems to work most of the
time as revealed in Campus Safety’s Annual Report, despite occa

sional skirmishes with student opinion like the arrests at Raquet
Club in the Spring of 1998. Students are not complaining too

loudly on a day-to-day basis either, and few give the Student
Rights and Responsibilities Handbook much attention at all.

Perhaps the scale is level after all. Storms arise in the form
of alcohol-policy protesters and the Cannabis Coalition, but they
flash thunder and pass away. Shall we applaud the efforts of all

that maintain balance at RIT—rights and responsibilities, safety,

and order? Or is it apathy what’s tipping the scale? If feedback
to Student Government is any indication, folks look at their rights

and responsibilities, and just can’t seem to think of much to say.

continued from pg. 17

RIT Student Bill o Rights
(From the Student Rights &
Responsibilities Handbook)

Guarantees to all students:

p
Jene Clancy and Chris Pecker, embers of the International

Action Center, Rochester.
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A

“I relish the opportunity to lend my
voice on behalf of all of the political

prisoners that our government has set
out to silence.” —Grampa Bear

1. Retention of their rights as citizens of the community

at large.

2. Protection in the classroom of freedom of expression and

against improper academic evaluation.

3. Protection of their rights to privacy (in accordance with

the Buckley Amendment and Family Educational Rights

and Privacy Act) regarding access to and disclosure of

student records.

4. Student Activities rights regarding freedom of association,

inquiry, and expression, along with the right

in Institute governance and to maintain a student press

free from censorship.

5. The right to be free in their persons, living quarters,

papers, and effects against unwarranted searches

and seizures.

6. The right to remain silent and to be provided wi

due process in disciplinary proceedings.

7. The right to be informed of any risks involved in acting

as human subjects for research activities and also

the pertinent details of any sponsored research conducted

through RIT, including the existence of any restricted

components.
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Iroquois nation leader known as “Grampa Bear” was included in the audi
ence. He was a large man with a bold voice. His eyes were set like stone
and there was a persistent resonance that pierced through the crowd while
he spoke. Grampa Bear had made the trip from Buffalo to speak for Mumia

Abu-Jamal, as well as to spread awareness of other local injustices occur
ring in upstate New York. When asked to explain his role in the rally,
Grampa Bear replied, “I relish the opportunity to lend my voice on behalf
of all of the political prisoners that our government has set out to silence.”

The rally continued to grow in numbers and the rain began to pour
down on those who had assembled. But the rain did little to silence their
message. The rally continued as Grampa Bear and other protesters shared
the microphone to lead chants while providing insightful commentary on

the state of the United StatesJustice system. Their speeches also targeted
the criminal justice system’s bias towards minorities and various other
groups. Words such as “poverty,” “liberty,” and “freedom” were repeated
and grew in volume with each passing. Questions of Mumia Abu-Jamal’s

innocence or guilt appeared void from this group.
As the rain continued to beat on the sidewalk and drench the

protesters, one thing became abundantly clear: the battle for Mumia Abu

Jamal’s release will not wane so long as his supporters have breath in their
lungs. At one point the conditions subsided, but the weather did not play

a role on this day. The supporters assembled at the Liberty Pole that day
knew of only one important matter at hand, and that was to form one voice
to support the voiceless.•
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Feature continued from page 19.

Student Rights and Responsibilities

of “wish(ing] this or that would happen, we just go up and state
the facts. We explain what happened, what we investigated, what
we found, and that’s it.” Denninger acknowledges that the

Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook is an important
document for Campus Safety. “Every officer has a copy.” But he’s
quick to remind that these are regulations for students, not
Campus Safety. He also says that “safety” is what Campus Safety
is most interested in. In the case of breaking up apartment parties,

for example, “the first thing we look for is that everyone is okay
have a chat with the residents, make sure the people there aren’t
under age.” As for intervening in parties that get too loud,

“We address issues of too much noise based on complaints we get
from the community.”

In a broad context, Denninger believes that theft is one of

RIT’s most serious problems and that computer crime “is up-and-
coming.” “Theft is Iusuallyj a problem of unattended property
whether it’s a bike or a wallet, some people are trustworthy and

don’t think twice about leaving things unattended. If we have a
theft from a room, we’re up there the next morning handing out
leaflets, letting everyone on that floor know what occurred.”

Computer crimes, Denninger says, are often cases of “students
giving their passwords out to people, and then having their
account broken into.” There is also harassment over email; people

sending lewd messages or pursuing dates. Some instances of
hacking have been discovered.

Since it seems like student complaints are often directed

more toward Campus Safety than the rulebook, Denninger agrees
that perceptions toward the force “can always be improved.
We can’t please all lof the] people all [of] the time,” he says, “but

feedback from students and their organizations helps out. We
take feedback as a favor, but criticism should never be misdi
rected—rules come from the Institute, we just enforce them.”

The law-enforcement system seems to work most of the
time as revealed in Campus Safety’s Annual Report, despite occa

sional skirmishes with student opinion like the arrests at Raquet
Club in the Spring of 1998. Students are not complaining too

loudly on a day-to-day basis either, and few give the Student
Rights and Responsibilities Handbook much attention at all.

Perhaps the scale is level after all. Storms arise in the form
of alcohol-policy protesters and the Cannabis Coalition, but they
flash thunder and pass away. Shall we applaud the efforts of all

that maintain balance at RIT—rights and responsibilities, safety,

and order? Or is it apathy what’s tipping the scale? If feedback
to Student Government is any indication, folks look at their rights

and responsibilities, and just can’t seem to think of much to say.

continued from pg. 17

RIT Student Bill o Rights
(From the Student Rights &
Responsibilities Handbook)

Guarantees to all students:

p
Jene Clancy and Chris Pecker, embers of the International

Action Center, Rochester.
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“I relish the opportunity to lend my
voice on behalf of all of the political

prisoners that our government has set
out to silence.” —Grampa Bear
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2. Protection in the classroom of freedom of expression and
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and seizures.

6. The right to remain silent and to be provided wi

due process in disciplinary proceedings.

7. The right to be informed of any risks involved in acting

as human subjects for research activities and also

the pertinent details of any sponsored research conducted

through RIT, including the existence of any restricted

components.
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SERPICO

J nstead of finding an honest life as a police officer, Frank Serpicoencountered a police department in which corruption was

rampant and an aspect of the daily routine. It is an understatement

to say that being a cop was not what Serpico had expected a drastic

understatement...

There is a term used to describe the laws by which police

officers abide. This law is not part of the United States penal code,

nor is it likely to be written down any place else. It is the first thing

you learn as a police officer: “You have to stick up for your fellow

officers.” Basically, always watch out for one another. It is evident

that many officers have come to realize that they differ from the rest

of society. In truth, police officers are dissimilar from the average

person; it is part of the label we have branded upon them. From this

law rose the phenomenon known as the “Blue Wall of Silence.”

Simply, the Blue Wall of Silence is the unwritten code stating that

police officers by no means must “rat out” their fellow officers.

The rule is absolute. If you see your partners on the take, don’t say

anything. If there is an officer in your precinct who is dealing

drugs on the side, bite your lip. If you see a cop abusing a suspect

without purpose, keep your mouth shut. Throughout his career as

a police officer, Frank Serpico fought to contain this ever-spreading

disease of corruption.

Frank Serpico, the man who defied the Blue Wall of Silence,

spoke to an audience comprised of students from RIT and other

area colleges on Thursday, September 30. The event was sponsored

by the RIT Criminal Justice Department. Throughout the evening,

the man known to his friends as “Paco” spoke candidly about his

career as a New York City police officer, as well as the period

following his premature retirement. In addition, he spoke

extensively about both

“I loved my work until I uncovered the

corruption that was going on.”
As Serpico took to

stage in the crowded

Ingle Auditorium, many

people may have wondered how he had ever been a police officer;

he certainly didn’t look like a “cop.” He was medium height,

with long graying hair. His face was cast over by his white beard.

On both ears, he wore a looped earring. It was difficult to imagine

the same man in a uniform. He walked with a carefree and

confident stride and made frequent eye contact with the audience

as he spoke.

Serpico discussed his career, and the struggle to eliminate

corruption. “I love my work,” he said, “until I uncovered the

corruption that was going on.” He went on to describe the

difficulty in informing the public regarding the corruption occur

ring in the precincts of New York City. “They’re your buddies, and

you’ve been working with them everyday. It was quite difficult.”

Serpico also touched on the inconsistency between rules

for cops and those for civilians. “When it comes to penal law,

there are two types of people,” he commented, “cops, and

everyone else.”

FRANK

THE BLUE WALL OF

SILENCE

BY JON-CLAUDE CATON

PHOTO BY CHRIS EHRMANN

the past and the present

state of criminal justice

in the United States

and abroad.

Unlike most people, it was not the

excitement of the job that drew Frank

Serpico to the field of policing,

but the opportunity to do some

good. He pursued his dream

with determination, and on

September 11, 1959, he was sworn

in as a patrolman in the New York

City Police Department. The pride of

the uniform was overwhelming.

Ever since his youth, Serpico

wanted to be a Police Officer.

Serpico was clear on the point that he believes the elements

of corruption are just as prevalent now as they were 25 years ago.

That is not to say that he does not believe in a solution for the

future. “Hope springs eternal, you know. Anything could happen.”

One solution Serpico offered was rewarding cops who display the

honesty and integrity that is becoming of the uniform.

Serpico reiterated his point that the only way to fight corrup

tion in police departments is to provide the incentives of making

a model of honest cops. “When you show that you appreciate the

efforts of good cops, it may encourage the others.”

With respect to modern day policing, Serpico had many opin

ions. His most vocal point was that he feels modern day police

officers are not adequately trained for their job. “A kid goes to the

Academy for a couple of months, and they give him a gun.” He also

stated that many of the

police shootings that

occur each year could be

avoided through proper

instruction and guidance.

1 • Using his abundance of
—FranK Serpico

humor, Serpico stated

that the police might have

“itchy trigger fingers” due to the high degree of excitement asso

ciated with stressful conditions. “It’s too much adrenaline, I think

it might be their diet.”

Frank Serpico fielded questions from the audience before

offering a final statement as to his beliefs on police officers that

call other officers to justice. “They called me a rat once. The rat is

my sign on the Chinese zodiac. I have a pet rat—they make

wonderful pets.” He concluded, “I don’t know why good cops are

so hesitant to come forward, why are they afraid to turn away cops

that are smearing feces on their uniform.”

At the conclusion of the evening, a representative from the

state police awarded Serpico with a plaque in commemoration of

his heroic acts during his time on the police force. This was

followed by representatives of the RIT CriminalJustice Department

presenting him a hand-drum. Serpico has found a love of music,

particularly the drums. It was a fitting honor for a man who has

risked so much to do the right thing.’

22. Reporter, October 8, 1999 Reporter, October 8, 1999 23.
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Needed in for Women’s Soccer -

The Women’s Soccer team upped their season record to 3-4-i
with a 1-0 victory over the Elmira Soaring Eagles. Sophomore

midfielder Heather Savage recorded her fifth goal of the season, 71
minutes into the game. Senior Sarah Scanloñ provided the assist. The
win was Christie Brewer’s third collegiate shutout. The Tigers travel

to Roberts Wesleyan today (10/8) and host St. John Fisher Tuesday
October 12th at 4pm.

Volleyball keeps getting Stronger
The Women’s Volleyball team defeated Nazareth 15-6, 15-3, 15-9
improving their season record to 37-11. This weekend they will be

competing in the Ithaca Tournament.

T his year, for the first time ever, the United States willcompete in the Rugby World Cup. The competition will

be the third most watched event in the world behind the
Olympic Games and the Soccer World Cup.Though it is just
gaining popularity in the U.S., RIT has had a rugby club team
for years. Our team, better known as the Roaches, competes

in the in Second Division Rugby League.
RIT’s Mens Rugby team is undefeated (2-0) through

October 1 and playing some of the best rugby in recent
history. Speaking to some of the players, you can not help

but notice that they seem pumped up and really upbeat
about their encouraging run of form. The team dominated
Alfred in their season opener. In the Roaches second game

of the season, they defeated last year’s first ranked team, St.

Bonaventure, 24-15.

Their strong play has heightened the team’s expectations. Brian
Veronica, the team’s secretary and wing, feels the team should

easily make the playoffs. The ultimate goal of the season is to be
crowned champions of Division II (The Empire Division).

It is a shock to most that there is no football team here at RIT,
so with rugby being the closest thing, many former football
players have joined the rugby ranks. Currently there are 35 players
on the team, but only 15 play at one time. Four days a week,

coaches James Farrelly and Dan Evans work this dedicated and
determined group of guys to the bone. So far this season, Tony
Wallace and Scott Turkow have lead the team in scoring. Captain

Jon Brown, known as “Red” to his teammates, has been providing
many big hits. Rookie, John Bagby and President of the Rugby
team, Mike Brugnoni, have also made major contributions to the

team this season.
The team is still looking for more players, so if you are inter

ested in becoming a Roach you should contact Brain Veronica at

btv6076@hotmail.com or 292-9909. If you are not sure if rugby
is for you, come out to the RIT Rugby field, behind NTID and see
for yourself. The Roaches have two more home matches this
season. They take on LeMoyne on October 16 and close their

regular season against Geneseo on October 23.

Boat house dedication and one of the
nation’s Premier rowing events

It is a big weekend for the Crew team. Thanks to the generosity
ofTrustèeJoseph Briggs and Chairman Emeritus Board ofTrustees
Thomas Gosnell, the Crew team has a home on the banks of the

Genesee River. The RIT boathouse will store the team’s five boats,
rowing equipment, showers, lockers, two large boat bays and a

conference room. RIT president Albert J. Simone will speak at a
dedication on October 9 at 1:15 p.m. The program will conclude with
a ribbon cutting ceremony and the christening of a new boat, the

David R. M?szak, named after the long time administrator and avid
crew enthusiast who passed away this summer. RIT alumni will
launch the Moszak into the Genesee River.

The following day, Universities from throughout the country will
compete in the annual Stonèhurst~€apital Invitational Regatta.Joining
host schools RIT and University of Rochester are Yale, Harvard,

Brown, Wisconsin, Dartmouth, Syracuse, Purdue and colleges from
throughout the area. The races begin at 9a.m. on the Genesee

River. The best viewing area is at Genesee Valley Park, south of
Elmwood,Avenue. Last year’s regatta drew more than 8,000 specta

tors. Complimenting the race is good food and local entertainment.
Face painters, clowns, knock-out boxing, rock wall climbing, free
character art~and music provide by the RlTJazz ensemble and several

UR and RII~ acapella groups will provide a fun-filled weekend.
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The Roaches are Rockin’
So Don’t Come Knockin
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Winning five matches to
make it to the finals

BY AARON LANDERS
PHOTOS BY BRAD PENNER

T he Men’s Soccer team recently hosted a toughFredonia team, loosing 2-0. Fredonia, known for
having a strong soccer program, seemed to play once step
ahead of the Tigers most of the afternoon.

Early in the match, it was evident that Fredonia had the
upper hand. Play was spent mostly in RIT’s end, with the

opposing team controlling the pace of the game. Fredonia
pressured the RIT defense, forcing Aaron Landers to make
some great saves. RIT created a few opportunities themselves.

Several times the Tigers connected with great passing, but
they were unable to capitalize. With six minutes left in the first
half Fredonia’s Josh Randall booted in the first goal of the
game. RIT tried valiantly to even the score before the

conclusion of the half, but failed to convert. The half ended
with Fredonia up 1-0, but the game was far from out of reach.

R IT’s top three women’s tennis playersrecently competed in the Rolex ITA
Regional Tournament. The tournament was
held at William Smith College in Geneva
September 24-26. The top women’s tennis

players in the region were on hand to take part
in the event.

The highlight of the tournament for RIT

was sophomore Melanie Lowe’s singles perfor
mance. As the thirteenth seed in the tourna
ment, she placed second, becoming the first
player in the history of RIT tennis to reach the
finals of this event. Melanie easily disposed of

her first and second round opponents, winning

by scores of 6-0, 6-0, and 6-0, 6-1. She
continued her winning ways by coming from

behind to defeat the fourth seed Eileen
Wildman of Hamilton (0-6, 6-4, 7-5)and her

hot streak continued as she beat her quarter-
final opponent Elizabeth Brown (fifth seed
from Carnegie Mellon) 6-4, 6-3. In her semi
final match, Lowe upset Alyssa Bradford of

elanie was at the top of her
game this past weekend...”

Grove City, who was the first seed in the
tournament. Lowe battled her way to victory

in three sets (6-3, 6-7, 7-5). By the end of the
day Lowe found herself in the finals against
second seeded Kristen Janese of Cortland.

Although Lowe had played well throughout
the tournament, she fell just short in the finals,

loosing in strait sets (6-3, 6-3). Women’s
Tennis coach Ann Nealon was pleased with

Lowe’s play saying, “Melanie was at the top of
her game this past week as she defeated some
of the top players in the region.” In recogni

tion of Lowe’s outstanding play she was name
RACA and RIT Female Athlete of the Week.

Other players representing RIT at the
Rolex ITA Regional were Emily Zapiec and
Kristen Sylvester. Zapiec lost to her first round

Top Left: A Melanie Lowe backhand
helps advance her to the finals.

Above: EmiLy Zapiec slams a serve.

opponent in strait sets 7-5, 6-0. Sylvester and
Lowe competed in doubles and also lost to

their first round opponents by a score of 8-4.
On Tuesday, September 28, the Tigers

faced Lemoyne. The women fought hard as
they tried to avenge an 8-1 loss to Lemoyne
last season. Led by junior Jenn Tipton, RIT

won the match 6-3. Winning for the Tigers
were Melanie Lowe (6-1, 6-3), Kristen Sylvester

(6-4, 6-4), and Jenn Giovanazzi (6-2, 6-3).
Tipton clinched the match for RIT with her
win in straight sets (6-2, 6-3)..

Above: Cody Ostrum
(#10) fighting for

possession.

Right: Rob Galinski
(#20) keeps a step

ahead of his opponent.
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BY JASON PAOCHIAROTTI
PHOTOS BY BRAD PENNER

Fredonia proves to much for the Home Team
The second half mimicked the first half in many ways.

Goalie, Aaron Landers, was kept busy much of the time.
Fredonia possessed the ball well and kept the Tigers from
advancing very far downfield. With 15:30 left to play, Fredonia

scored on a breakaway, putting the game out of reach. In the
final minutes RIT, showed that they were not about to give
up easily. Even though a co
the team showed great hustle and created a few scoring

opportunities. To RIT’s misfortune the Fredonia goalie playe
like a wall that afternoon. Even though the Tigers lost 2-0, the

RIT men’s soccer team never gave up and kept their

composure throughout.
Junior Goalkeeper, Aaron Landers recorded 12 saves on

the day and was honored with RIT’s Male Athlete of the Week.~

Come cheer the team on as they host
Nazareth, Saturday at 1 p.m.
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Winning five matches to
make it to the finals

BY AARON LANDERS
PHOTOS BY BRAD PENNER
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elanie was at the top of her
game this past weekend...”
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CALL HOME CHEAP!
www.longdistl.cjb.net

FREE TRIPS AND CASH!
SPRING BREAK 2000
StudentCity.com is looking for Highly Motivated Students to promote Spring
Break 2000! Organize a small group and travel FREE!! Top campus reps can
earn a Free Trips & over $10,000! Choose Cancun, Jamaica or Nassau! Book
Trips On-Line! Log In and win FREE Stuff. Sign Up Now On Line!
www.StudentCity.com or 800/293-1443

SPRING BREAK 2000
With STS-Join America’s #1 Student Tour Operator to Jamaica, Mexico,
Bahamas, and Florida. Now hiring on-campus reps. Call 1-800-648-4849 or
visit online @ www.ststravel.com

A A

Women can fake tears, breasts, and orgasms, but men are
pretty much stuck with the truth in these departments.
-Quote stolen from reputable professional writer

Making life better through high technology.
-Otto

Andy - Happy Birthday!
-Salina Angel

Happy (late) Birthday to Susie, Pooh, & Ned!

To the Luscious Ladies:
We simply have to stop meeting like this. Think of the chil
dren!
-Seotto

Gombert Lives!

Talk design with me, non-reporter person.

Holy Smokes Batman! 42 hours...

You can submit Tab Ads! Stop down to the office

(A-426, SAU) and use the easy access box outside

the dooi~ Oi~ if you smarter than the average bear

you can e-mail them to us at Oeporter®Rit.edu.

October 8th-9th
Patch Adams
7&9: l5pm, Webb Aud.
FREE

Friday, October 8th
“Lend Me a Tenor”
RIT Players
7pm, Ingle Auditorium
$3 students, $4 faclstaff , $5 public

Guster, opening Angry Salad
8pm, in the Clark Gym
$4 students, $6 fac/staff, $10 public A

Weekend Kick-Off Party
11pm, RITskellar
$2

Saturday, October 9th
RIT Singers/RIT Philharmonia
3pm, Ingle Auditorium
FREE

Desserts & Jazz
6pm, Fireside Lounge
FREE

“Lend Me a Tenor”
RIT Players
7pm, Ingle Auditorium
$3 students, $4 fac/staff, $5 public

RIT Gospel Ensemble
7:30, Interfaith Center
FREE

Jon Stewart from The Daily Show
8pm, Clark Gym
$6 students, $10 fac/staff families,
$15 public

Michael T., karaoke DI
9pm, in the RITskellar
FREE

Nik & the Nice Guys
9:30pm in the SAU Cafeteria
FREE

A C zIFIEDS

I ~ I I u :1 AI

EARN $1200!
Fundraiser for student groups &
organizations. Earn up to $4 per
MasterCard app. Call for into or visit
our website. Qualified callers receive
a FREE Baby Boom Box 1-800-932-0528 ext. 119
or ext. 125. www.ocmconcepts.com

Rrnwsi~ ICPT.CDM
WIN a FREE trip for Springbreak
“2000!’ ALL destinations offered. Trip Participants,
Student Orgs & Campus Sales Reps wanted. Fabulous
parties, hotels & prices. For reservations or Rep
registration Call Inter-Campus Programs 800-327-6013

ArIi~t W~int~d
Looking for an Artist to paint on walls in black light paint.
Volunteer basis only. We will supply paint, If interested call
Wendy @ Club Marcella @ 704-5555.

SaI~sIMark~tinn Rim
Earn $300+/week working part-time within your college
community for an Internet based, student marketing firm.
If you have entrepreneurial spirit, are self disciplined, and
committed to succeed. Join our winning team! Apply On
line at www.campusglobalnet.com. Or forward resume to
careers@campusglobalnet.com.

ca/end
P DVER ISEMENT

BRICK CITY FESTIVAL OCTOBER 8-10
I~NWL A S

BASED ON A TRUE STORY

C
I,

—

Tickets are available at the Candy Counter in the SAU (cash or debit) or in the SAU Game-
room (charge by phone or TI’Y, 475-2239). Events are subject to change.

WANTED
TURN I YOUR OPINIONS,

REAP HUGE REWARDS.
Contact your local Reporter Office.
THE ALL-OPINION ISSUE. COMING DECEMBER 3.

REPORTER (716)4754712reporter@ritedu

30. Reporter, October 8, 1999
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Buzz Aldnn
An American patriot arid space
pioneei he is a lMng hero and
a reminder of the adventurous
spirit of our niry. i4Jdrin is
knciwn for his heroic mission info
space where he became the
second man to walk on the moon.

Co~hosts of the hit MW and radio advice
show Loveline, one of the hottest programs
in the nation, Dr. Drew and Adam address
questions about sex, drugs, and
relationships with frankness
and humor.

lien neres
Actress and comedian who made history
in 1997 when her onsceen persona
became the first gay lead character on 1V
She came out in real life as well and has
become a prominent advocate for gay
and lesbian celebration in America.

Gov. Jesse Ventura
GovernorJesse Ventura is one of Americas most
popu r and tall~d about political figures today.
He made history in 1998 when he went from
ex-pro wrestler to governor of Minnesota. Gov.
Ventura will speak on his ioumev and the
importance of a third party in American pditics.
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student government

SG is giving you the chance to choose which speakers we brin9 to campus this year as part of
the Student Government Horton S ker Series. Please drop this page off in the boxes next to
theReporterstandsorattheSGofficeb 1019199. Please ratethes kersbeloweither
- one (no thanks)
- two (possibly)
- three (definitely)
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r. rew nsky and Adam Carolla

and Jerry I
Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenheld are the
men behind one of the most talked about
success stories in modem business. Ben
and Jerry have built a storefront business
info a $200 million ice cream empire.
They speak on the entrepreneurial spirit
and often serve ice cream to the crowd.

ott King
Founding President, chaii and CEO of the
King Center and one of the most influential
African American leaders today. Widow
of the late Martin Luther King, j~ she
speaks on the legacy of Dr. King.

Katie Couric is one of the nation’s most watched
and admired personalities. Since she became
co-anchor of NBC News’ Today in 1991, the
show has consistently appeared at the top
of the morning ratings. She will speak on
ethics in 1V reporting and her experiences as
a media personality.
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A Debate Between
s Carville and Mary un
James Carville is one of the most entertaining pditical
strategists today. He hcis managed more political
campaigns than anyene else in America. He analyzes
American politics from the liberal point of view. Mary
Matalin is an insightful yet freespirited conservative. Sh
hosts her own radio talk show and is one of the most
popular political voices in America today. lronicalF~
thetwoarehusbandandwifelTheywilbe
debating on the upcoming presidential election.
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