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There is 9

no place

I’'m sure we have all seen the
classic movie, The Wizard of
0z, whereDorothy clicks her
sparkling, ruby-red heels, in
hopes of soon being home.
Don’t you wish it was that
easy? Well, the movie makes
a valid point: it is the simple
truth that home is normally
one’s favorite place to be. Let
me repeat that key word—
normally. | can honestly say
that going home is fun and
something | enjoy, especially
during the holidays, but since
| live at RIT for nine months
out of the year, | consider this
to be my home (at least untill |
graduate).

Every year around this time,
students are faced with mak-
ing decisions about where
they would like to live for the
following academic year. Do
you decide to stay in the
dorms for your third year in a
row? Maybe move to the won-
derful apartments, a fraternity
or sorority house, or perhaps
move way off campus to avoid
the cash crunch? Well, what-
ever the decision is, it’s ﬁot
always an easy one. Money
plays a key role in determining

I-
ike
where many students live, and
it is true that you will save
money by moving into the
apartments, but they too have
their drawbacks.

During my freshman year |
lived in Sol Heumann, on a rel-

| then

decided to move into my

atively older floor.

sorority house for the next
year and a half. Then, after
two and a half years of dorm
life, | had had all | could take.
After all, | was over 21 and
more interested in studying
and graduating, but ultimately
distracted by dorm life. That’s
when | made the decision to
move. After my first week in
RIT apartments, | had already
grown to love the indepen-
dence of living on my own, per
se. There was no major noise,
except the occasional loud
music above us, and | could
actually eat healthy. | felt like
Dorothy, one quick click of my
heels and | was home.

Happy house hunting,
everyone. Good luck!

Kelley M. Harsch,
_Editor-in-Chief

editorial

letters

RE:
Bixler’s
Take on
Crash

Dear Mr. Bixler,

I, like yourself, must admit
that | have not actually seen
the movie Crash. It is only
because | am equally unin-
formed that | feel qualified to
make a rebuttal to your letter
of 4.18.97. Somehow | doubt
Cronenberg meant his film to
be an instructional documen-
tary on how to live one’s life.
Does it promote a lifestyle?
Not likely. Does it make us
feel uneasy? Probably. Take it
as a cautionary example, take
it as a modern day Dante’s
Inferno... just don’t take it too
seriously. The movie is, as Mr.
Bogli described it; something
that puts you “outside your
comfort zone”. A visceral
experience. In other words,
art. Just art.

Frankly, I felt that the review of
Crash was one of the first
pieces of writing worth read-
ing between these covers. It
was honest. Bogli took us
somewhere with him; some-
where dark, somewhere self-
indulgent...definitely some-
where guilty. It worked.
Enough said.

Sincerely,

Luke Priapus

Man
Versus
God

Man by nature turnes a
deaf ear to his Creator,
Provider and Redeemer. In a
recent issue of REPORTER,
Geoff Veit put it this way:
“...Genuine beliefs...are
dependent upon three quali-
ties. The major one is whether
or not the belief is a LIVE
option to the individual pon-
dering it. That is, whether or
not it is a real possibility to
whom it was proposed.”

That’s what we want to
believe. It makes us comfort-
able in our own little world.

The problem is this. We live
in a far bigger world than we
like to imagine. God, our
Creator has fashioned us in
His own image to live for His
glory. You and I, on the other
hand, choose to be in the god-
God

graciously provides for us all

business for ourselves.

the nourishment and protec-
tion we enjoy day by day to
lead us to repent of our rejec-
tion of Him. That may not
seem like a “LIVE option” to
us in our little world. But
that’s only because of our
blindness to the truth.

Our hope is not in the com-
fortable fabrications of philos-
ophy, but in the gracious reve-
lation that God our Redeemer
has made in His infallible
Word, the Bible, and in the
Person of His Son, the Lord

Jesus Christ, Who proclaimed,
“l am the way, the truth and
the life; no one comes to the
father but through Me.” (John
14:6)

The one-time hater of
Christ, the Apostle Paul, put it
this way. “For since in the wis-
dom of God the world through
it's wisdom did not come to
know God, God was well
pleased through the foolish-
ness of the message preached
(the death, burial and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ) to save
those who believe.
Because the foolishness of
God is wiser than men, and
the weakness of God is
stronger than men.” (I
Corinthians 1:21, 25)

Let not your confidence be
in the pleasant options of men
but in the authoritative and
consequential declarations of
God.

Professor James Runyon
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Who’s this Charley guy, any-
way? Where’s Charley? is this
year’s RIT Musical, a British
farce with a score by Frank
Loesser, of Guys and Dolls
fame. It is the story of two
young Oxford students of the
1890’s, anxiously awaiting the
arrival of their girlfriends.
They are even more anxiously
the

Charley’s aunt, Dofia Lucia

awaiting arrival  of
D’Alvadorez, who is to serve
as the required chaperone for
the Oxford
University would not allow

evening, as

young ladies to spend any
time in a gentleman’s room
without one.

When the boys find themselves
stood up by Charley’s aunt, they
are forced to take action. Jack,
played by Paul Jordan, persuades
his roommate Charley to don a
costume and become his own
aunt to “save the day.” Charley,
played by Sean Magee, is “a good-
natured, fun-loving guy, otherwise

he would have never gotten talked
into doing what he does.”

His good nature is put to the
test, however, when the girls
arrive and are followed by their
guardian, Mr. Spettigue.
Spettigue, played by Vinny
Bove, falls in love with “Dofa
Lucia,” forcing Charley to fend
off his advances while trying to
make advances of his own to
his girlfriend Amy, played by
Amy Hoisington. Jack’s girl-
friend  Kitty,
Angelique Armstrong, attempts

played by

to keep the girls’ virtue — and
Charley and Amy’s relationship
— intact. The resulting free-for-
all ensues in an assortment of
hilarious mishaps, misunder-
standings, and, of course,
musical numbers.

The cast and crew of Where’s
Charley? are all familiar faces to
the RIT community. Magee and
Jordan were in the RIT produc-
tion of The Pajama Game in the
spring of 1995, and both are in

the RIT Singers’ Men’s Octet. In
addition, Magee is a member on
the crew team. Armstrong was
also in The Pajama Game, and is
a member of the RIT Alumni
Chorale. Hoisington is a member
of the RIT Singers.
member of the RIT Players,

Bove is a

recently starring as Claudio in
their
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About
Nothing.

The directing staff of the

musical is also quite renowned.

production of

Director Jerry Argetsinger direct-
ed Sugar and Boys from
Syracuse for RIT; he has also
directed the Hill-Cumorah
Pageant, the largest outdoor
drama in the country, for the
past 8 years, and was the origi-
of UTAH!, a

production

nal director

Broadway-scale
north of Las Vegas in Tuacahn
Canyon, Nevada. He also plans
to direct this year’s 34th annual
production of Trail of the
Lonesome Pine in Big Stone

Gap, Virginia. Musical Director
Ed Schell has been involved
with RIT musicals since they
began in 1984, and has also
contributed to three NTID
musicals — a grand total of 11.

The crew situation is even
more interesting. “This is the
first time we have ever had a
student set designer/techni-
cal director,” says Schell. “Itis
a great technical support.
Seth [Seger] is doing a won-
derful job, as is Tina [lacono],
the costume director; we feel
very confident with our stu-
dent support, especially with
the RIT Players’ help.”

Where’s Charley? debuts
Friday, May 2 at 8 p.m., and
will be performed on Saturday,
May 3 at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
May 4 at 3 p.m. Admission is
$4 for RIT students, $5 for fac-
ulty and staff, and $6 for the
general public.

by Elizabeth Croteau




Dan Carver doesn’t seem the
hero type. As a third-year
photo student, he spends a
great deal of time on his
schoolwork and with his fra-
ternity brothers of Alpha
Epsilon Phi. However, every
August, Dan rides alongside
his brother and father to help
the Jimmy Fund and the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute work
toward a cure for cancer.

The  Pan-Massachusetts
Challenge has been in exis-
tence since 1980, raising
money for the Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute, one of the
foremost cancer research
-facilities, and the Jimmy Fund,
an organization which pro-
vides low-cost treatment and
research into pediatric cancer.
The Challenge is a two-day
ride from either Sturbridge to
Provincetbwn (192 miles) or
Boston to Provincetown (167
mile?), with one-day short
Challenges between
Sturbridge and Bourne or
Boston and Bourne (109 miles
and 83 miles, respectively). In
order to participate in the two-
day races, each participant
needs to raise at least $1000.
The annual Challenge has
drawn in $21,515,800 so far
for research and treatment.

Dan and his family have
been involved with the Pan-
Massachusetts ~ Challenge
since his father saw it men-
tioned in the paper in 1988.
Dan was too young to go that
year. He was still too young in
1989, but his desire to partici-
pate got him in anyway. “Dad
kinda lied about my age,” he

admits with a laugh. Since

then, each August the three
Carvers have raised at least
$2000 apiece to ride in the
Challenge. Last year, they
each raised at least $3000.

Dan considers the 192-mile
annual trek “a lot of fun.” “I've
been doing it for so long, | see
some of the same people
every year,” he says. “There
are some that | see from my
first time doing it.”

Dan is no stranger to com-
munity service. In his three
years with Alpha Phi Omega,
he has helped with several of
their service projects. His
biggest problem right now? “I
have to start training! [I've
been so busy with school... |
brought my bike up from
home, but | haven’t had time
to use it.”

Dan is currently seeking
sponsors for this year’s ride,
and hopes to exceed his previ-
ous years’ donations. If you
are interested in sponsoring
Dan, e-mail him at DEC7470. If

you are interested in partici-

pating in the Challenge your- -

self, contact the  Pan-
Massachusetts Challenge at 77
Fourth Avenue, Needham, MA,
02194 or Panmass@aol.com, or

call them at 1-800-WE-CYCLE.

by Elizabeth Croteau

o At least 300 people are dead in
Saudi Arabia due to a raging fire
fueled by high winds. The flames
reportedly were ignited by explod-
ing canisters of cooking gas. The
fire then tore through an over-
crowded tent camp full of Indians,
Pakistanis, and Bangladeshis. The
tent dwellers were pilgrims gath-
ered for a sacred Islamic ritual.

Witnesses say that many of those
who died were elderly, and some
were trampled to death as people
scattered in all directions. To extin-
guish the flames, helicopters
dropped water from above while fire
truck hoses were used on the
ground. The disaster destroyed
approximately 70,000 tents.

e Hundreds of residents in
Breckenridge, Minnesota have
begun evacuating their homes.
Raging waters from the Red River
have risen to twice the flood stage.
National Guardsmen have entered
the town of 3,700 with heavy-duty
trucks to assist in the evacuation.
Breckenridge is located at the head-
waters of the Red River.

 The United States announced that
it will ship $15 million worth of corn
to North Korea. The decision came
as response to an emergency U.N.
appeal. The shipment will be made
through the U.N. World Food
Program. On April 3, the U.N. asked
for 100,000 tons of food relief on top
of 100,000 from an earlier request.
The U.S. had agreed to a $10 million
contribution from the earlier
request. The shipment has been
declared a humanitarian one, and is
not linked to political issues.
Representative Tony Hall from Ohio
noted that on recent trip to North
Korea, he saw people eating “grass
from the fields and bark from the
trees.”

e A one-of-a-kind Georgia state law
was knocked down by the Supreme
Court recently. The law required
political candidates to take drug
tests merely to demonstrate to the
public that the government is com-
mitted to the war on drugs. It was
decided that the law violates the
Constitution’s ban on unreasonable
searches and is an invasion of per-
sonal privacy. There also has not
been a drug problem among
Georgia state officials, so the test is
not needed. This law has been in
effect since 1992.

by Jeremy Perkins

James). DeCaro, Ph.D., has been NTID's
Dean for the past twelve years. He
recentty announced his plans to step
downfromhis posttomembersofNTID
faculty and staff. DeCaro is recovering
from carpaltunnelsurgery, and has indi-
cated that he plans to leave the post in
order to avoid further complications
from upper extremity cumulative trau-
madisorderinbothams.

A national search for a new
dean will start in September
of this year. RIT Provost Satn
McKenzie the
President for NTID, Dr. Davila,
will be working closely with
the faculty and staff of NTID to
define the search parameters.

and Vice

Dr.Davila acknowledged that
the deanship of NTID is a very
important position at RIT and
in the field of deafness. He
said that he, with the help of
Provost McKenzie, will be
committed to finding the very
best candidate for the posi-
tion. DeCaro joined the
NTID faculty in 1971. Since
then he has held numerous
positions, including Director
of NTID’s Division of Career
Opportunities, acting chair-
person of the Department of
Business Careers, staff chair-
person of the Construction
Technologies  Department,
and curriculum development
specialist of social programs.

Earlier, he was a visiting
staff member of the school
of Education at the
University of Newcastle-
upon-Tyne in England. He
has presented and pub-
lished many papers, espe-
cially on post-secondary
education of deaf stu-

dents.

DeCaro earned a bachelor of

science and master of science

degree from the State University
of New York at Buffalo in 1969 and
1970, respectively. In 1977 he
earned a Ph.D. in Instructional
Technology from  Syracuse
University. He is a member of the
Board of Directors of Highland
Hospital of Rochester and the
American Society for Deaf Children.
Heisalsoarenownedmemberofmany
national organizations, such as the
Alexander Bell
Association for the Deaf, the

Graham

National Association of the
Deaf,
Educational Research Association,

and the American
among others.

DeCaro will be granted a pro-
fessional and administrative leave
at the end of the 1997-1998 acad-
He holds a faculty
appointment at NTID as a

emic year.

research professor and intends to
return to this position after his

leave.

by Margaret Kangai

Creative writing and modern
technology fuse with an excit-
ing new competition. All writ-
ers, published and unpub-
lished, are encouraged to sub-
mit their poetry to the North
American Open Amateur
Poetry Contest. Over $48,000
in cash will be given away. In
addition, every entry has a
chance to be published in a
deluxe, hardbound anthology.

To enter, submit ONE poem,
any subject or style, that is no
more than 20 lines. Send the
work via the World Wide Web
at www.poetry.com. Include
your name and street address.

The deadline is April 30.

by Jeremy Perkins



1 Romano’s Macaroni Grill
2 DK Dyson, Something Different

3 The Saint

If you like Italian food, then
you're in for a treat. Romano’s
Macaroni Grill, one of the
newer restaurants to the area,
is now open for business.
Located just off Jefferson road
in front of Home Depot, it’s
hard to miss with its distinc-
tive green shutters.

Stepping out of the car, our
noses were treated to the
scrumptious smells emanat-
ing from the kitchen. The clos-
er we got to the door, the bet-
ter we liked the place.
Entering, your eyes are treat-
ed to an elegantly decorated
interior.

Waiting in the lobby for our
table, | noticed how interest-
ing the layout of the restau-
rant was. To our right along
the wall was the front part of
the kitchen. An interesting
fact about their kitchen is that
it’s an open-air one, with all of

the cooking being done right

aeeleecanese
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there in plain view from the
Watching the
cooks prepare the fresh ingre-

dining room.

dients into delectable dishes
in front of me made me impa-
tient to sample some of the
cuisine.

The table layout is fairly
uniform, with the main dining
room occupying the bulk of
the interior space. The dining
room is very open, too, offer-
ing a good view of the kitchen
from just about anywhere in
the room. Also there is a bar
with a small lounge to the left
of the entrance.

We happened to arrive at
one of the busiest times,
lunch hour. Nonetheless, our
wait was not more than 20
minutes. We were seated and
our server introduced herself
and the specials of the day,
then took our beverage order.
She returned with our drinks
and the complimentary foc-
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cachia bread you get with your
meal. As | read the menu, | had
a hard time deciding which
entree to try. Their menu
included special pizzas cooked
in a woodburning oven, appe-
tizers, vegetable dishes for the
vegetarian, and of course,
pasta. One thing that | noticed
about the menu was the wide
variety of ingredients--this was
the first time | ever saw arugula
on a menu. All of these ingredi-
ents add up to some mouth
watering entrees.

All of the items on the menu
sounded delicious. Finally, |
decided on Farfalle con Pollo al
Sugo Bianco: bowtie pasta with
sliced grilled chicken breast,
pancetta, and red and green
onion in asiago cream sauce.
This meal was suggested by the
server and is a special family
recipe. Our food arrived in
about 10 minutes piping hot.
The flavor of the food was just

right, not too spicy and not too
bland. The portions were cer-
tainly adequate, leaving me
feeling satisfied.

Pricewise, Romano’s meals
range from $6-$12, a fair price
for the service and the food.
So, next time you want to go
out for some good food,
Romano’s is a good place to
keep in mind.

Oh yeah, for those of you
attempting to learn Italian,
hang out in the bathroom a
while and you’ll pick up some
useful phrases in ltalian. In
the bathroom, instead of play-
ing the Italian music like in the
dining room, there is a record-
ing of a guy saying phrases
firstin English, then translated
into Italian.

Overall, | would certainly
recommend visiting Romano’s
next time you get the urge for
a flavorful taste of Italy.
=) a m i G i L1




Hey there, music lovers, I'm
here to let you know about
this little disk that just came
into my hands a few days ago.
The title is Rising Sun, the
artist is DK Dyson, and the CD
was released by Ocean
That’s where the

explanation

Records.
simple ends.
From here on out, standard
classifications  no
apply.

The case artwork alone tells

longer

a story of diversity and odd
blends.

close to being the same; it’s

No two pictures are

even hard to believe that the
same person appears in most
of them. The only thing that
brings the artwork together is
“an overwhelming feeling of
flexibility and blended diversi-
ty. And that’s even before |
turned the CD player on.

Once the player was fired
up and the disk was spinning,
my ears were met with a tribal
beat and an exotic voice meld-
ed together into a very dance-
able song titled “Revolution.”
Before long, the tribal drums
were replaced by electric gui-
tars and a good rock drum-
beat. That exotic voice lost

none of its power as it called
out to all who can hear to
make a difference in their
lives. Needless to say, | was
already hooked.

Every track on the album
holds its own surprises: some
tracks are soft and mellow,
others have a definite rock
feel, while some are just plain
tribal in their nuances and
vocals. | had to know more
about this mysterious DK
What | found out
explained a lot about the var-

Dyson.

ied styles.
Some of you may recognize
Dyson (or at least her distinc-

tive voice) from places as
diverse as the theme from the
soap opera Another World,
Steve Coleman’s jazz album
Expansion, or Hank Robert’s
Birds of Prey album (nominat-
ed for Album of the Year in 1991
by the German magazine “The
World of Music Journal”), and
as the main force behind the
band “Eye & I” in the late ‘8os
and early ‘gos. Her perfor-
mance record stretches much
longer than this, back into clas-
sical training in opera and a
personal interest in just about
every other form of upbeat
music from the late ‘6os and
the ‘70s.

All of this variety shines
The
blend of Dyson’s varied inter-

through in Rising Sun.

ests and experiences lead to a
very enjoyable and uplifting
musical experience. The lyrics
flow into and out of the music
that alternately accompanies
and creates the atmosphere of
the masterfully crafted words.

Dyson herself says it best:
“The voice, for me, is the eye of
music. It must see outside soci-
ety and inside the heart in order
to speak.” She proves this by
providing the listener with one
of the most culturally diverse
albums I've heard in a while. If
you listen to this music with
more than just your ears, you’ll
learn something.  Quoting
Dyson again, this is “music from
a high-powered soul.”

Overall, this gets a ten out
of ten, especially if you’re look-
ing for something different
that is both danceable (to an
extent) and easy to listen to as
background for anything.

Until next time, enjoy your
music!

-Chris Conroy

Maybe it’s time to move over,
James Bond! There’s a new
international master of disguis-
es and trickery in town. He may
not ask for vodka martinis
shaken, not stirred, but like
007, he’s pretty smooth and he
has a way with the ladies. Who
is this new hero? He’s a saint,
of course, specifically The
Saint, and he is the subject of
the latest action-adventure tale
of international intrigue and
While The Saint

may entertain devout fans of

espionage.

the international espionage and
thievery genre, it doesn’t
appear that Mr. Bond has much
to worry about. The Saint just
doesn’t hold up next to the old
master.

Like an old-fashioned cold
war James Bond story, The Saint
weaves a lofty tale of thievery
around events of international
significance. Ivan Tretiak, a bil-
lionaire Russian oil mongrel , is
driven by his ambition to crown
himself the Czar of the New
Russian Empire. His plan cen-
ters around developing an
unproven cold fusion technique
formulated by the brilliant sci-
entist, Emma Russel (Elisabeth

Shue).

Kilmer), an almost supernatu-

Simon Templar (Val

rally skilled professional thief,
is hired to steal a vital
microchip from a Russian
vault. Templar’s hunger for
more money pulls him further
into this plot, until he meets
Russel, and his devotion to
her drags him into Tretiak’s
the

Russian president and take

scheme to blackmail

over the country.

So let’s break this down.
We’re talking about Russians,
nuclear devices, lots of snoop-
ing, and a girl. Sounds like a
Bond plot to me. Okay, Bond
would have several women
involved. In any case, The
Saint’s story is winding, con-
voluted, unoriginal, and full of
plot potholes. So are some
James Bond plots, but the
story of the Saint takes itself
too seriously, making these
The

screenwriters tried to pull a

faults less forgivable.

Batman on this one, introduc-
ing Templars childhood psy-
chological motivation to
explain his career choice and
his sudden devotion to

Russel. Unfortunately, they

failed. This childhood exposi-
tion seems little more than an
excuse for shoddy character
development and a happy
ending later in the film.

As far as acting, the perfor-
mances are adequate. Val
Kilmer (Batman Forever, The
Doors) is impressive with his
many accents and disguises,
but when his disguises are
off, he might as well be play-
ing Bruce Wayne again.
Elisabeth Shue’s (Leaving Las
Vegas) talents seem wasted,
as she is miscast in the part of
a poorly written, brilliant,
eccentric physicist who falls
for the Saint.

In short, The Saint is a little
half-baked.
things as a story, and fully

It tries a lot of

succeeds in very few. The
story is a bit melodramatic.
The action is less than daz-
zling. While the film may not
be a complete loss, you may
want to wait for videotape if
this type of story is your thing,
or maybe just wait for the new
Bond film due out this fall. (4
out of 10)

- A ndy G o s e



ENTERTAINMENT CONTINUED

Star Trek Convention

On Sunday, August 13th, the
“Trek-0-Rama,” the annual
Star Trek Convention, took
place at the Rochester
Riverside Convention Center.
It consisted of seven hours of
vendors hocking  toys,
posters, T-shirts, figures, and
just about every conceivable
piece of Star Trek memoribilia.
William  “Captain  Kirk”
Shatner talked to a crowd of
about six hundred eager
Trekkers. Shatner told semi-
amusing stories and anec-
dotes from his experiences, as
he had truly traveled through
Star Trek universe. He even
admitted that he took a head-
over-heel dive over the bridge
railing in the filming of
Generations when the
Enterprise B supposedly ran
into some fictional spatial
anomaly.

Following Shatner’s

speech, the over-eager

Trekkers were treated to over

an hour of Trek bloopers,
Saturday Night Live Spoofs,
cartoons, and even an Alvin
and the Chipmunks version of
Star Trek. The afternoon
ended with a costume contest
that included a borg, Mr. Worf,
a ten-year-old Vulcan, a
Klingon Warrior, and a very
true-to-life Nurse Chapel.
Overall, it was a somewhat
pleasureable afternoon of sci-
ence fiction that pulled my
mind away from the hectic

quarter system of RIT.

by Alex Lewis
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1 Correlating Personality
with Gomputing Platform Preference

Among the many debates in
the world of personal comput-
ers, Macintosh vs. Windows is
the most popular and passion-
ate. Because most technology
columns, magazines, and jour-
nals are saturated with arti-
cles on this debate, | will not
deal with the debate itself, nor
will | attempt to establish the
superiority of either platform.
Rather, my intent is to investi-
gate the motivation behind
platform preference by corre-
lating the decision with per-
sonality. Before | begin my
analysis, | must mention that
this article is purely specula-
tive, based only on personal
observations, and does not
represent a true psychological
/ sociological investigation.
Although | have just discredit-

ed myself, | ask you to still
consider the following.
Attributing personality to
one’s choice in computing
platform can be a difficult
task. The complexity of ana-
lyzing behavioral patterns and
psychological development is
beyond my abilities (and the
this

my generalized

scope of article).
Therefore,
question is: What makes PC
users and Mac users different?
| believe the fundamental dif-
ference is in how the two
groups perceive the computer.

A PC user’s perspective
reveals interest in the comput-
er itself. In this case, the com-
puter is regarded for what it
can do. This perspective also
serves as an explanation as to

why PC users tend to spend a

fair amount of time working on
their computers, instead of with
them; it is something they
rather enjoy. This also explains
why one would choose a PC in
the first place (though there are
other influences): for many
people, the PC offers a greater
depth in level of utility which
cannot be duplicated on the
Macintosh. By comparison, the
Macintosh seems rather sim-
plistic and inflexible due to its
apparent inability to allow
users to “get under the hood.”
Consequently, “MacinTrash,” or
more accurately, “dumb Mac,”
are effective insults employed
by some PC users to express
their contempt for the inherent
simplicity of the Macintosh.

In contrast, Macintosh users

tend to see the computer as a

means to an end, rather than
an end in itself. In other
words, the computer is
regarded for what it allows the
user to do. Accounting for this
type of personality, Apple cre-
ated a system that hides
“unnecessary details” from
the user. The result is a trans-
parent operating system that
focuses on simply running
software.

Now that a key characteris-
tic of PCs and Macs has been
identified, what can we sum-
marize about the users them-
selves? Unfortunately, such
generalizations result in
rather extreme stereotypes.
For example: Mac users are
just artsy designers for whom
the computer serves as noth-

ing more than a “graphics




toy,” while PC users are basi-

cally techies who enjoy noth-
ing more than to spend count-
les?s hours tweaking their com-
puters into operation. | do not
advocate this stereotyping,
but it does tell us something
about who the users are.
People who prefer
Macintosh tend to view the
computer as a tool used for
achieving a greater goal.
Taking this into account, we
see that many Mac users are
simply not interested in the
inner workings of the comput-
er, which is reflected in the
Macintosh’s design. Clearly,
the design of the operating
system emphasizes simplicity
over functionality. Consider,
for example, the ubiquitous

Trash: users can place items in
the trash, remove items from
the trash, or empty the trash.
Essentially, a direct represen-
tation of a real trash can. In the
world of Windows 95, we have
the politically correct
“Recycling Bin.” Rather than
mimicking the behavior of a
simple trash can, Microsoft
created perhaps the most
functional recycling bin in exis-
tence. The design in this case
represents an attempt to
accommodate the working
style of PC

Recycling Bin includes a myri-

users--the

ad of display, sorting and
deleting options. It is arguable
whether such flexibility is nec-
essary for simply deleting
files, yet the functionality has

been incorporated nonetheless.
The significance of discussing
the seemingly unimportant
Recycling Bin lies in its ability to
illustrate the forementioned
level of utility in PCs. Whether
or not the user finds the func-
tionality useful is irrelevant,
because users take comfort in
that the
options are there, should they

knowing infinite
choose to use them. This is but
one example, but it represents
a major characteristic that dis-
tinguishes the two platforms.
To summarize: Mac users are
goal oriented, while PC users
are process oriented, as reflect-
ed in their relative application
and manipulation of the com-
puter. This should not be inter-

preted as criticism or a haphaz-

ard categorization. Rather, it is
an interpretation of my obser-
vations of computer users.
Now, one cannot make gener-
alizations of this magnitude
without acknowledging the
exceptions that do occur. Thus,
for example, we have the
graphic designer who prefers
to use a PC (imagine that), and
the computer engineer who
actually likes the Macintosh
(how odd).

The purpose of this writing

was to objectively evaluate

personal computers and the
personalities associated with
them, and subsequently using
this knowledge, to explain the
concept and cause of platform
preference. To this end, | want-

ed to acknowledge the differ-

The opinions expressed are
those of the writer and do not
necessarily reflect those of
the Information Technology
Student Organization. To
learn more about ITSO, expe-

rience www.it.rit.edu/~itso.

ences that exist between
Macintosh and PC users, in the
hopes of promoting under-
standing between the two
groups. In conclusion, when
evaluating or criticizing a per-
son’s choice in computing
platform, one must take into
account the level and perspec-
tive at which the person in
question approaches comput-
ing, as they are the two signif-
icant and impartial factors
when making the choice. For it
is this important ability to
choose that makes the diverse
world of personal computing
as interesting as it is.

Venu Keesari

vxk3420@rit.edu
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Imagine living In an apartment
complex that is poorly con-
structed and insulated and
has problems with heating
and laundry facilities.
Although many people might
claim they know what this is
like, no one knows better than
those who live in Racquet
Club, one of four RIT-owned
apartment complexes.

In less than a year, the town-
houses will celebrate their
thirtieth
Unfortunately, time has not

anniversary.

been very kind to the apart-
ment complex. For many of
the years that the complex has
been under RIT control, many
promises have been made for
improvements and renova-
tions.

To understand why the con-
ditions are what they are
today, a brief history of
Racquet Club is in order. In
1968, a company called
Sterling Home Ecs. was con-
trated to construct what are
noiw the Racquet Club
Townhouses. This is the same
company that erected the
Riverknoll Apartment com-
plex. The modular design of
the townhouses allowed them
to be built very quickly.

The complex was built in
order to meet the demand for
affordable family-style apart-
ments in the Henrietta area.
In 1971-1972, the clubhouse
was built. The clubhouse cén-
tained an indoor swimming
pool and fitness center, as
well as three outdoor tennis
courts. _At one point a nine-
hole, par three golf course
was built in the vicinity of

Racquet Club.
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With the clubhouse erected,
Racquet Club set the prece-
dent as the first major apart-
ment  complex in the
Northeast with sports and
exercise facilities for its resi-
dents. The mid-rises were
built in 1974 with much higher
quality than the townhouses.
Ownership of the complex
changed hands several times
during the first ten years of its

existence. In 1979, and again

(]

‘1snpmes

In 1960, kIl (eased a portion or
Racquet Club from its owners to
help lessen the strain on RIT on-
campus housing.

1982 was the beginning of a
love-hate relationship between
RIT and the owners of Racquet
Club. On July 1st, RIT perma-
nently closed down Eisenhower
College, a Liberal Arts college
owned by RIT, and promised
that all of its students could
complete their education at RIT.
As a result of this influx of stu-
dents, RIT housing was put into

VIORIC

areat cruncn.

As a direct result, RIT signed
a lease for the use of 100% of
the space at Racquet Club.
Due to the need for housing,
the owners forced RIT into a
15-year lease. The lease had a
built-in catch with reference to
the annual lease fees. They
were calculated by a special
formula that called for a dras-
tic increase in the rate each
year. These rates increased by
17 percent in the first year

over three times the

Dit?

alone,

“Uorie|nsui--o0eds Dli1te anio ‘1Vé'nb5f‘eﬁ

percentage that tuition is
increasing next year.

Once RIT officials had com-
mitted to this deal, they knew
that they had shot themselves
in the foot. Within three years,
RIT had incurred a $500,000
deficit between the cost of the
lease and the income generat-
ed from the rent paid by stu-
dents. At that point, there was
only one answer to



the problem: purchase the
complex from the owners and
assume control of Racquet
Club. Some might ask, “Why
didn’t RIT just back out of the
lease, pay the fees, and go
somewhere else?” Well, the
contract that RIT had commit-
ted to was airtight. It only
allowed for two possibilities:

continue the lease until it ran

out or buy Racquet Club. We

all know which of those choic-
es RIT opted for.

RIT  finally purchased
Racquet Club for $12.8 million
on November 14, 1986. The
price was exorbitantly high
because the owners had RIT
right where they wanted it, in
the middle of a legally binding
lease that produced high lev-
els of profit. The final price
was determined by projecting
the cost of the remaining 11
years of the lease, with annual
increases.  In order to pur-
chase the complex, RIT had to
take on a few loans to cover
the costs. Among these was
an 11-year, 10.8 million dollar
loan from the New York State
Dormitory Authority.

After RIT purchased it, the
administration allocated
$500,000 for improvements to
Racquet Club. As a result of
the deficit, it took some time
for any major repairs to be
accomplished.  Even now,
after 11 years, the conditions

of Racquet Club are worse

than what should be expect-
ed. Portions of the original
$500,000 have been used for
yearly improvements, with an
additional $100,000 per year
allocated for preventive main-
tenance.

In the past there have been
many problems plaguing
Racquet Club. Among these

were broken sewage pipes,

faulty heaters that released
carbon monoxide into apart-
ments, as well crawl spaces
that flooded. The heaters
have been replaced and all the
broken sewage pipes have
been repaired.  Stagnant
water is still an issue, as well
as cockroach infestation, a
lack of insulation in the walls,
and a heating system that
tends to make the second
floor too hot and the first floor
chillingly cold.

From a student’s perspec-
tive, there is much more that
needs to be improved with the
Racquet Club Townhouses.
Chris, a fourth-year film/video
major says, “I have been wait

Ing two years ror maintenance
to come and fix a window that
was broken before | moved
in.”  Seventy percent of the
residents that were inter-
viewed complained that the
apartments themselves left a
great deal to be desired.
However, 8o percent of those

polled agreed that the mainte-

nance met their expectations.

“Maintenance usually shows
up about an hour after you call
them. The problem is not the
maintenance, it’s the poor
quality of all the little things.”
These “little things” include
door locks that break all the
time and doors that come off
their hinges.

“One day when my room-
mate came home she was
locked out of the apartment
because the lock broke, and
our lock had already been
fixed three times. Everything
is falling apart. All of a sud-
den, the sink started leaking
all over the place one day and
now the toilet is making funny

noises,” said Tracy, a second-



year accounting major.

Residence Life and RIT
claim that there are renova-
tions taking place all the time
in Racquet Club; however, no
one seems to see it. Ninety-
nine percent of those polled
state that they have never
seen any type of renovations
taking place in the townhous-
es while they have lived
there.

Kristin, a second-year
applied mathematics major,
the only one who somewhat
disagreed with the norm, had
this to say, “No, | haven’t
seen much of anything being
done, but | saw this guy
painting some poles the
other day.” If this is an indi-
cation of the amount of reno-
vation being done on Racquet
Club, it’s a wonder that it’s
still standing.

Ed Ingerick, President of O.
Edward Ingerick, Inc., a man-
agement company contracted
by RIT to oversee operations
at Racquet Club, provided
infdrmation about renova-
tions. According to him, all
the heaters have been

freplaced, electrical services
have been updated, carpet-
ing has been replaced in
many of the units, and new
windows and doors have
been installed.

Most residents stated that
they would be happier with
their experience at Racquet
Club if there were more fre-
quent maintenance checks.
Maintenance checks only
tend to occur when old ten-
ants leave and new tenants
are slated to move in. For
example, some units have
gone four years without
inspections because there
has always been someone liv-
ing there.

Other than replacing the

heaters, the only other major
project that Reporter found to
have taken place was the aug-
mentation of the foundations
and support structures of the
townhouses.

Under each townhouse
there is a crawl space that
ranges in size from 3 to 8 feet
deep. The crawl spaces are
accessible from a two-foot-
square floor panel that is in
the closet on the first floor.
Disturbingly, the crawl spaces
are not separate from each
apartment. Conceivably, a
neighbor could enter the crawl
space from his or her apart-
ment, walk to another apart-
ment’s access panel, enter
that apartment, and steal
small, easily transportable
items. The best way to protect
any apartment from this pos-
sibility is to store heavy items
on top of the access panel.

There are many different
stories floating around about
the fate of the Racquet Club
apartment complex. When
questioned, Ed Ingerick said,

“lo my Knowledge, | Know of
no plans in reference to tear-
ing down the Racquet Club
apartment complex at any
time.”

This seems to be the stock
answer that everyone involved
with Racquet Club and
Residence Life seems to have
memorized. It would appear
as though RIT plans to keep
the complex open until it falls
over from the wear and tear of
college students.

When the Off-Campus
Apartment Student
Association (OCASA) was
given space above the wash-
room in Racquet Club, they
committed to installing a com-
puter center with Internet
capabilities. OCASA has been
attempting for at least two
years to connect a B-jack line
to the computer center so stu-
dents could log onto the VAX.

Students and Community
Advocates filed a petition with
ISC to try to finally see the
project to fruition.  After
researching the cost of such a

venture, the CA’s discovered




that it would only cost $250
to have Rochester Telephone
install the proper wiring and
maintain it. In actuality,
Racquet Club had VAX con-
nections at one point.
Unfortunately, they were
available for only one day.
Almost as soon as it was
connected, it was down
again, causing one to won-
der, what is so difficult about
hooking up a B-jack?

The current cost of rent
for one month in the town-
houses is either $726 or

$756 plus utilities, depend-

ing on whether you live in a
“normal” or a “plus” apart-
ment. As of September 1st
this year, the rent will
increase $50 dollars a
month, bringing the rent up
to $776 and $806 per
month, plus utilities.

When asked to explain
why the rent was increasing
next year, Ed Ingerick
offered, “There are many
other services available to

the residents of Racquet

Club that must be paid for.”
These include transportation,
Campus Safety, and laundry.
The previously mentioned
transportation services can be
a problem for students. There
are times when buses arrive
20 minutes later than sched-
uled. Not rarely enough, the
buses don’t even stop at the
designated stops, if they show
up at all. “One weekend | was
waiting for the bus and it just
blew by the bus stop. | ran
after it waving my arms, but it
just kept on going,” said

Carrie, a 3rd-year imaging and

photographic technology stu-
dent.

The laundry facilities des-
perately need to be repaired, if
not replaced. All of the change
machines in the mid-rises have
been removed, and the only
way to get change is to walk
down to the townhouses.
Unfortunately, most of the
time the change machine is
empty because it has to sup-
ply change for the entire com-

plex.
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Ihe dryers leave clounies
damp and the washers don’t
have any hot water. At one
point, the laundry facilities
were equipped with vending
machines and video games to
entertain tenants waiting for
their clothes  to  dry.
Supposedly  these  were
removed due to vandalism, so
now the most stimulating
entertainment is watching
your clothes spin around in a
poor excuse for a dryer. Where
the extra money is going we
may never know.

Starting this summer, reno-
vations will begin on the dor-
mitory side of campus. Some
upper-class students will be
housed in the Valentine Hall
dormitory at the University of
Rochester while renovations
are taking place. Next year
Residence Life will be enforc-
ing a “no-tripling” policy for all
incoming freshmen. The
administration is implement-
ing this policy to try and make
the “freshman experience” all
that much better. As a direct
result from the dorm renova-
tions and no-tripling policy,
the minimum occupancy of
Racquet Club apartments will
increase from three to four stu-
dents per apartment.

Most residents of the
Racquet Club townhouses are
unhappy with the overall qual-
ity of the complex. The rent is
too high for what services are
available, and the apartments
leave much to be desired.
When asked to comment
based on years of experience
living at Racquet Club, Brian, a
fourth-year photo  major,
advised, “Don’t move into
Racquet Club, move down-

town.”

By: Alex Lewis
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,_,I,'III‘»D'ON’T BELONG IN THE DEAD POETS’ SOCIETY

question is very

swer, it is almost

‘that students at

that people assumed that a
technical institution can stack
~off on liberal arts. It was even
it ‘i:ncre_ incomprehensible to me
i light of the fact that a 4-
.~ credit liberal arts course costs
: more than a thousand dollars.
Having taken seven courses

in the College of L.A. this year
(about 250 class hours) with
seven different instructors, |
saw a few things | felt should
be openly stated. While some

instructors definitely earned
their money, some others def-
initely didn’t.

When considering what made
a good instructor, | came up
with three criteria: first, an
instructor must know the
material taught in the course;
second, the instructor must
also know how to teach the
course material; and third, the
different requirements of the
L.A. courses should follow
some basic institutionally-reg-
ulated guidelines. With these
considerations in mind, here
are some of the things |
thought unworthy of instruc-
tors in the College of L.A.

Know the Material
At least two of my instructors
didn’t fully understand the
material they taught. A student
at R.LT. should expect a high
level of understanding about
the course content from the
instructor. One instructor con-
fused many different concepts,
and was unable to defend the
positions taken.

Another instructor couldn’t
answer what | thought was a
relevant question; his answer
was tantamount to saying | did
not need to know what | had
just asked. When a professor
does not have a full under-
standing of the material taught,
two effects can occur: the stu-
dents become less motivated
to ask questions, and/or the
in the

class remains on a low level.

general discussion

Know How to Teach
These are some of the things |
found wrong in the teaching
methods of a few instructors.

Class Discussion: If an
instructor uses class discussion
as a teaching method, he or she
should know how to do so. One
instructor | had made much use
of class discussion, but the dis-
cussions rarely reached a high
level. Also, humorous and
provocative remarks made by
this instructor almost always
degenerated into meaningless
stand-up comedy.

Lecturing: A good instructor
has to lecture beyond the text-
book.
would

One instructor | had
repeat the textbook
almost word for word and
would jump from topic to topic
without any order. It almost
seemed as if every lecture ended
in the middle of a sentence.

Students at RIT pay good

money to hear good profes-
sors teach. Simply repeating a
text book (that has been
revised 20 times) in class can
be achieved by non-profes-
sional instructors.

Class Requirements
Some of the things instruc-
tors did with the course
requirements, such as tests
and assighment papers, were
very surprising.
Tests: Three instructors never
bothered to go over the tests
they gave; two never even made
it clear which questions were
wrong. One instructor asked
100 multiple choice questions in
an agonizing test stretching
Another
complete

over three hours.
showed us the
upcoming test (on a projec-
tor)—just to give us an idea of
what would be on the test. . . .

Papers: Many instructors




incorporate writing a paper in
their curriculum. Two instruc-
tors | had didn’t write what
had to be improved or what
was missing from the paper,
they just gave a grade.
Another instructor gave an
assignment without mention-
ing where the information
could be found and what the

length of the paper should be.

These are some of the
things | encountered this year
in the College of Liberal Arts. |
wanted to hear the College’s
view on this, and so | had a
talk with Dr. Wiiliam Daniels,
Dean of the College of Liberal
Arts, and with Dr. Glenn Kist,
Associate Dean.

They were both very con-
cerned with the issues | had
raised and took immediate
action to try and remedy the
situation. Dr. Daniels told me
that these issues would be

looked into, and said that it is

»

the College’s goal to see that
students are completely satis-
fied with the education they
are getting.

While agreeing that what |
have mentioned is unaccept-
able, Dr. Kist pointed out that
there were better ways to
address the issues than to
write an article for the Reporter.
His suggestions were to talk to
the division heads or even to go
beyond them. | said that writ-
ing this article enabled me to
do just that.

While | found more good
than bad in the College of L.A.
(four very good instructors as
opposed to three that were not
so good), there are some
things that must change. It is
beyond me how an instructor
can decide not to go over a
test, for instance. But | guess
that is more of a symptom indi-
cating a deeper problem.

The three instructors | have
mentioned lacked a basic

interest in teaching. Many
times | felt that those instruc-
tors imparted a notion that
both they and the students
were in class to finish as quick-
ly as possible some odious task
that offered no real substance.
It is the instructors’ basic lack
of caring about the content that
they taught and about the
learning process in general that
bothers me most.

| remember before college
thinking about my future
instructors and expecting from
them something of the flair that
Robin Williams had in the movie
Dead Poets’ Society. The topics
covered in liberal arts probably
provide the most fertile ground
for thought and discussion,
including events on the magni-
tude of world wars, thinkers
such as Aristotle, Freud, and
Neitzsche, small poems such as
“The road not taken,” and
learning how to express one’s

own thoughts. But just as

e e e T

these topics are a fertile
source, they require a talent-
ed, capable instructor to
unveil their true power. An
institution like R.I.T. can’t set-
tle for anything less than good
instructors.

While the task of choosing
the best instructors is proba-
bly a difficult one, it should be
pointed out that there is
something else to watch out
for. The three instructors |
have mentioned in this article
have all been teaching at R.L.T.
for over 20 years. It is quite
possible that instructors lose
some of their enthusiasm for
teaching through the years.
This problem should be recog-
nized and addressed. One
way to ensure that basic stan-
dards are kept in the College

is to have people from th
College conduct surprise visitg1
to the classrooms of differenif

instructors. Also, while inspect-
ing a class, the inspector should:
ask to review any papers or. testé
that are handed back. This is
very basic quality control. ,

Finally, if anything, this article
has been written to let thosé’
teachers who do put effort intd
their classes, and who spend long
hours reading and correcting our
tests and papers, know their
efforts don’t go unappreciated.

The four instructors | had wha
set an example for the rest of the
College of Liberal Arts are Ms.
Heveron-Smith, Dr. Campbell, Dr.
Jerrard, and Dr. Berman.

After all, this is what education is
all about.
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