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Slaughter to speak at Convocation for New Students, Sept. 5 
The third annual Convocation for New 
Students is set for 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Sept. 5, in Clark Gymnasium. The event is 
open to the RIT community. 

The keynote speaker will be Congress
woman Louise Slaughter, now serving her 
seventh term in the U.S. House of Repre
sentatives, representing the 28th Congres
sional District of New York state. Her district 
includes Rochester and most of the suburbs 
in Monroe County. 

Described as "one of the most powerful 
women in Congress," Slaughter sits on 
the House Rules Committee and its Sub
committee on Rules and Organization 
of the House. She is vice-chairwoman of 
the Research Committee of the Democratic 
leadership and serves as whip-at-large. 

Freshman enrollment 
reaches all-time high 
RIT has once again broken a record for the 
largest freshman class, with over 2350 
first-year students in 2000-2001. The 
entering class comes in with the highest 
mean SAT score in RIT history as well, and 
represents higher competition for pro
gram slots. Increased applications were 
driven by strong interest in computer sci
ence, information technology, engineer
ing, and art and photography programs, 
with all of the university's seven colleges 
experiencing an increase in applications. 

The academic qualifications and diver
sity of RIT's admitted and enrolled stu
dents improved to record levels, and the 
geographic distribution of the class
nearly 50 percent from outside New York 
state-reflects RIT's continued emergence 
as a nationally recognized university. 

Louise Slaughter 

In her 14 years 
in the House, 
Slaughter has earned 
a reputation as a 
strong proponent of 
progressive causes, 
as well as a hard 
worker for local 
interests, especially 
her district's 
economic and 
employment 
concerns. 

In May, the RIT Board ofTrustees unani
mously approved a resolution to honor 
Slaughter by naming after her the building 
that houses the university's Center for Inte
grated Manufacturing Studies (CIMS). The 
formal naming of the Louise M. Slaughter 
Building will take place in spring 2001. 

The naming recognizes her many efforts 
on behalf of RIT, and especially her key role 
in securing $11.25 million in federal funds for 
CIMS since its inception in 1990. Slaughter 
has also been instrumental in securing fund
ing for CIMS' research activities, including 
$8 million for a defense-research program 
with the Office of Naval Research. 

Slaughter has also helped support federal 
funding of other RIT programs, including the 
National Technical Institute for the Deaf, and 
student financial-aid programs such as 
grants and college work study, which benefit 
thousands of RIT students. 

Slaughter was responsible for the enact
ment of permanent tax incentives for the 
creation of new jobs in small and mid-size 
manufacturing firms. 

On top of her success in ensuring low
cost carrier JetBlue's arrival in Rochester, 
Slaughter has emerged as a spokesperson 
for communities adversely impacted by 
high airfares. In the 106th Congress, she is 

championing legislation that would encour
age airline competition and cracks down on 
anti-competitive practices. 

Realizing that the quality of the workforce 
is strongly tied to the education and well 
being of children, she has introduced a mea
sure to increase the availability and afford
ability of quality before- and after-school 
child care for working families. 

Slaughter also is intensely involved in 
health issues, especially those affecting 
women. She has authored a bill to allow 
American Holocaust survivors to seek mone
tary reparations from Germany for their 
losses and suffering. A leading advocate of 
women's rights, the Congresswoman passed 
legislation to establish a Women's Rights 
National Historic Trail that begins with a 
route between Boston and Buffalo, focusing 
initially on the New York segment of 
Rochester to Auburn. 

In January 1998, the Congresswoman 
received the Award for Outstanding 

Mark your calendars: 
Opening-day talks Sept. 5 
RIT marks "back to school" with Sept. 5 
opening-day talks preceded by a coffee
and-juice social outside Clark Gymna
sium. The social starts at 8:15 a.m. 
followed at 9 a.m. by the President's 
Community Address and remarks by 
governance group heads and the 
chairperson for the Commission for 
Promoting Pluralism. The Convocation 
for New Students, at 2 p.m. in Clark 
Gymnasium, features a keynote 
address by Congresswoman Louise 
Slaughter, followed by an ice cream 
social in the Administration Circle. 

Congressional Arts Leadership in the U.S. 
House ofRepresentatives from the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors and Americans for the 
Arts. She is also a co-chair of the Congress
ional Arts Caucus. In March 1998, she was 
presented the International Health Aware
ness Network Recognition Award for her 
lifelong commitment to women's equality. 

Slaughter has a bachelor's degree in 
microbiology and a master's degree in public 
health from the University of Kentucky. 

Also scheduled to participate in convoca
tion will be Vanna Vrdoljak, one of Croatia's 
top singers. This will be the first time she and 
her band will perform in the United States. 
She has performed at commencement cere
monies at RIT's American College of 
Management and Technology in Dubrovnik. 

A reception in the administration circle 
follows the convocation. 

Vanna Vrdoljak 

Croatian singer 
performs free 
concert 
Vanna Vrdoljak 
will be perform
ing a free concert 
for the RIT com
munity at 9 p.m. 
on Sept. 5, at the 
Greek lawn area. 

More funding for NCR3 

Earlier this month, Congress approved a 

Retention Task Force Report sets hearty goals for RIT's future 

FY 2001 Defense Appropriations bill which 
includes an additional $3 million to support 
the research activities ofRIT's National 
Center for Remanufacturing and Resource 
Recovery (NCR3), part of the Center for 
Integrated Manufacturing Studies. The funds 
were included in the conference report of the 
House and Senate Defense Appropriations 
Subcommittee thanks to the joint efforts of 
Sen. Charles Schumer and Congresswoman 
Louise Slaughter. The bill has been signed 
into law by President Bill Clinton. 

A new report from the RIT Retention Task 
Force, appointed by President Albert 
Simone last fall, has been issued and rec
ommends key strategies for strengthening 
student retention and enhancing student 
success at RIT. The report also sets a target 
graduation rate of 75 percent for the uni
versity, which is comparable to RIT's chief 
competitors such as Syracuse University, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Clarkson 
University and State University of New York 

College at Buffalo. With the implementa
tion of its recommended strategies, the 
task force suggests that the target gradua
tion rate can be achieved in eight years. 
Kit Mayberry, associate provost for acade
mic programs, and chairperson of the 
eight-member task force, says that "an 
institution committed to student success 
in all its various forms will see retention 
and graduation rates climb as a conse
quence of that executed commitment." 

Revamped system speeds. up Internet access 
There's a higher speed limit along the Information Superhighway. Information and 
Technology Services (ITS) has recently upgraded the Internet connection on campus. 

"We had been seeing periods of saturation whichresulted in students, faculty and 
staff not getting responsive access to sites outside. ofRIT,"says Ron Stappenbeck, 
associate director of Data Center Operations. "It was also presenting an access problem 
for distance learning students:'' 

The.newOC3 system is changingthat by providing more thanthree times the,capac
ity of RIT's previous connection. A growing demand for Internef acsess ar:!dth,e larger 
files being shared among users was placing too heavy a burden on the older. system. 

"It will greatly improve the speed of access to the Internet and will therefore'make 
aching antl learning at RIT mo[,~efficient and. effective/ explains DianeJ3arbour, 

chief information officer. 
''This is.fantastic," agrees Steve Good, s~niornetworkaoministrator,.Gootl was 

paJof the. team that executed the upgrade. "We had reached a load, and the, institute 
did something about it. The OG3 should handle .us for quite a while." 

Accoraing to Good, a second OC3 will be in place by mid-September, providing a 
circuit for the new NYSERNet Internet2 (12) project. News & Events will have mote 
details on that project in .the next issue. 

Stappenbeck says the new connections should heighten our "wifed" reputation: 
"OC3 is as fast as it gets for anyone having a standard connection. Itputs BIT up 
there with• the set of leading universities." 

The task force report identifies three con
ditions that it believes will optimize the suc
cess of key retention strategies. These condi
tions are knowing the students; institutional
izing flexible rewards and responsibilities 
that will recognize key faculty and staff be
haviors; and moving to a semester calendar. 

Continued on page 3 

The funding supports a major research 
effort with the Office of Naval Research called 
Modernization through Remanufacturing 

Continued on page 4 

Workshop creates course development opportunities 
Three-hundred 
math, science and 
technology middle
and high-school 
teachers from 
across the nation 
converged at RIT 
last month for 
Project Lead the 
Way, a ground
breaking partner
ship leading to pre
engineering curric
ula development in 
primary and sec
ondary schools. 
The teachers stud
ied in workshops at 
the National 

Teachers, who were students for the summer, at work in a Project Lead the Way 
workshop last month at RIT. Shown, from left, Michael Casey of James Madison 
School of Excellence in Rochester, Dave Wiener of Penfield High School and James 
Gray of Bergen County Technical Schools in Portland, Pa. 

Technology Training Center, established last 
year atRIT. 

By "teaching the teachers," Project Lead 
the Way aims to get middle- and high-school 
students excited about engineering-related 

studies and better prepare them for college 
engineering courses, making them more 
likely to succeed in college and beyond. 
Students explore engineering and engineering 

Continued on page 4 
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New leade r s for 2000-2001 at RIT 

Three changes in the Finance and Administration Division 
have been announced by James Watters, vice president. 

James Fisher has been promoted to assistant vice presi
dent. He will be responsible for RIT's purchasing and mail 
and reprographics departments, including development of 
the new retail copy center within the marketplace facility 
opening this fall. Fisher will supervise the division's systems 
and technology department, which provides Web-based 
application development for the university's business units, 
as well as server administration and client support to 
administrative departments within the division. 

James Fisher In addition, he will have overall responsibility for managing 
RIT's relationship with Oracle Corp., including contract admin

istration, identification of strategic initiatives, and overseeing future upgrades to the 
financial, human resource and payroll applications. Fisher was project manager for 
the successful implementation of the Oracle financial suite of products and the human 
resource and payroll applications. Fisher, in partnership with Diane Barbour, chief 
information officer, will work on developing and implementing the university's 
e-commerce initiatives. 

"For two and a half years Jim led RI T's installation of the Oracle system and 
demonstrated outstanding leadership in a key project putting RIT's information 
management systems into the 21st century," Watters says. "During the process he 
has gained tremendous experience with business applications in a new-technology 
environment." Fisher started his career at RIT in 1981. 

Marty Becker has been named assistant director of Physical Plant. Becker will 
oversee design and construction, space planning and architectural services. In addi
tion, he will oversee the department of environmental services and the department 
of grounds and landscape development. 

"Marty did a superb job overseeing approximately $130 million of design and 
construction activities over the past three years," says Watters. "I believe Marty 
appreciates the tremendous impact that RIT's physical plant has on the learning and 
residential experience of our students." 

Kimberley Houwers is the new director of Business Process and Audit. She joins 
RIT from the information systems assurance and advisory services practice of Ernst & 
Young LLP, where she consulted on information technology management processes 
and general security controls for several major banking and manufacturing corpora
tions in the Midwest. She has worked with the internal audit departments ofEastman 
Kodak Company and Fleet Financial Group, where she participated in several process 
improvement initiatives. Houwers, who recently completed her MBA at RIT, is a 
certified internal auditor and certified information systems auditor. 

Watters has recently restructured and developed a new strategy for conducting 
internal audit systems for RIT. He negotiated a strategic partnership with Ernst & 
Young LLP for comprehensive audits in selected functional areas of the university 
bringing the very best talent of this global firm to assist RIT operating units. Houwers 
will provide regular audits of RIT departments and manage the relationship with 
Ernst & Young and direct their activities in all in-depth review areas. 

Bob Craig has been appointed director of Campus Safety 
in the Finance and Administration Division, according to 
William Batcheller, director of RIT Business Services. Craig 
began his post on Aug. 21 and assumes the role from Dick 
Sterling, who retired after 11 years of service. 

No stranger to RIT, Craig is an alumnus of the criminal 
justice undergraduate program and the career and human 
resource development master's program. Professionally, he 
spent 22 years with the Rochester Police Department in various 
capacities including captain of the Highland Precinct, lieu
tenant in the professional development division, sergeant in 

Bob Craig the internal affairs and patrol divisions and eventually deputy 
chief of police. He retired from the Rochester Police 

Department in 1992 and was most recently employed by Wegmans' human resource 
department. 

Among his duties at RIT, Craig will be responsible for the operations of the campus 
safety department including developing and executing safety and security policies 
and procedures; monitoring and reacting to all activities involving safety and security 
on the campus in all buildings and university property; managing university compli
ance with federal, state, and local environmental regulations; and acting as the main 
liaison with all law enforcement agencies. 

"I am excited about the privilege of being part of the RIT community and look 
forward to collaborative initiatives that effectively respond to the needs of the con
sumers of our services," says Craig. 

Batcheller adds, "Robert Duffy, Rochester's chief of police, has said that Bob Craig 
was preaching customer service before it was even considered. In order for our cam
pus safety department to be successful, a major emphasis must be placed on cus
tomer service and we're looking to continue and enhance that emphasis with Bob's 
appointment." 

Embarking on the new academic 
year, RIT's Kate Gleason College of 
Engineering is under the stewardship 
of its recently appointed dean, a new 
associate dean of undergraduate pro
grams and two new department heads. 

Leading RIT's industrial and manu
facturing engineering department 
is Jacqueline Mozrall, who steps up 
from associate professor to replace 
Jasper Shealy, who retired as depart-

Jacqueline Mozrall Dick Reeve ment head July 1 but remains on 
the faculty. 

Mozrall expects close partnerships with RIT's National Center for 
Remanufacturing and Resource Recovery and First in Class Initiative and will guide 
a thorough evaluation of the department's curricula in preparation for accreditation 
by the Board for Engineering and Technology. 

"It's going to be exciting working with faculty and staff to develop and implement 
a vision that will guide the department into the future," Mozrall says. 

An RIT faculty member since 1994, Mozrall is director of the ergonomic development 
laboratory at RIT. 

As an undergraduate at RIT, Mozrall earned a degree with honors in industrial 
engineering and was a standout member of the women's soccer team from 1982 
through 1986, when she was named RIT female athlete of the year. In 1995 she was 
inducted into RIT's Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Guiding the computer engineering department is Mary Eshaghian, who began as 
department head in June. Prior to joining RIT, Eshaghian was visiting associate profes
sor of information computer science at the University of California at Irvine. 

Eshaghian received a National Science Foundation Research Initiation Award for 
1993-1997 and has been a nominee for nun1erous other National Science Foundation 
awards since 1991. She has consulted on advanced computer architecture and paral
lel processing and was recognized as the founding program committee chair of the 
Institute ofElectrical and Electronics Engineers in 1999. 

In the dean's office, joining new dean Harvey Palmer is Dick Reeve, who began as 
associate dean of undergraduate programs July 1. Reeve, who was interim head of 
computer engineering, will focus on undergraduate retention. He has been with RIT 
since 1970. 

Palmer became dean of engineering on July 1, replacing Paul Petersen who moved 
to director of the design, development and manufacturing area of RIT's First in Class 
Initiative. Palmer had been chair of chemical engineering at the University of 
Rochester. (For full story, see the April 20 edition of News & Events.) 

"Jackie, Mary and Dick are extremely talented experts and strong, perceptive lead
ers," Palmer says of the college's new leadership. 'Tm excited they're part of the 
administrative team." 

Maureen Valentine has been named chair of the civil 
engineering technology, environmental management and 
safety department, created from the merger of civil engineering 
technology and environmental management and technology 
departments. 

As chair, Valentine will emphasize undergraduate transfer 
recruitment with a new focus on safety technology. "There's a 
market out there that has gone untapped," she says. 

Valentine says a new distance-learning certificate in struc
ture design is being introduced this fall in the civil engineer
ing technology program, and curriculum partnerships and 

Maureen Valentine faculty sharing by the programs will result from the merger. 
'Tm excited about the opportunities the merger opens up, 

allowing students more choices within their degree programs," says Valentine, who 
joined RIT's faculty in 1993. 

Wiley McKinzie, dean of the College of Applied Science and Technology, says, "The 
merger will provide solid disciplinary foundations in engineering technology an_d_a ___ ,._ __ 
new, pro oun yTrnportant curricular dimeris1on.'' 

As part of the merger, Julianna Potter has been named coordinator of undergradu
ate and graduate environmental programs. Bob Easton and John Morelli, formerly 
department chairs, remain on the faculty of the merged department. 

Richard Clouthier 

all in Rochester. 

Richard Clouthier has been named director of electronics 
manufacturing and assembly in the College of Applied 
Science and Technology, taking a lead role in promoting RIT's 
First in Class Initiative to potential industry partners. 

"Electronics manufacturing is the future, there is no doubt 
about it," Clouthier says. "RIT has the potential to be number 
one. The synergism here spells success." 

Since 1996, Clouthier has served on the advisory board of 
the electronics manufacturing and assembly area of FIC. Most 
recently, he was vice president of AMTX/Photo-Stencil and 
international director of sales and marketing of AMTX/Xerox. 
He has held positions with Burroughs/Memorex DIC, Marine 
Midland Bank (now HSBC), Schlegel Corp. and Xerox Corp., 

Clouthier began in the position July 17. He will work closely withManian 
Ran1kumar, who remains as Russell C. McCarthy Professor, coordinating academic 
programs with the electronics manufacturing and assembly center of FIC. 

Paul Petersen, director of the design, development and manufacturing area of FIC, 
says: "We recognize the significant contribution that Manian Ramkumar made over 
the past several years. Ram tirelessly steered the ship through its early start-up phase 
and brought the program to the level that allows us to attract a person like Dick 
Clouthier to take the program forward." 

Rico Peterson 

Rico Peterson is the new chairperson of the National 
Technical Institute for the Deaf's Department of American 
Sign Language and Interpreting Education, which provides 
three programs to the NTJD/RIT community-an associate 
degree program in American Sign Language-English interpre
tation, a deaf studies program, and the faculty/staff sign 
language program. 

Peterson has more than 25 years of experience as a profes
sional interpreter and educator. He began his teaching career 
at Gallaudet University in 1976 and has held teaching posi
tions at San Francisco State University, San Diego State 
University, Mesa College, Riverside Community College, and 
the University of Redlands. 

A former member of the National Theatre of the Deaf, Peterson has written exten
sively for deaf theater and television. He holds a bachelor's degree in theater arts 
from Nazareth College of Rochester, a master of fine arts degree in playwriting from 
UCLA, and a Ph.D. in curriculum and instruction from the School of Education at the 
University of California, Riverside. His chief research interests are second language 
learning by adults and classroom interaction in language learning. 
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This column presents opinions and ideas from your peers on issues relevant to higher education. We welcome response and hope "Viewpoints" inspires discussion 
amongst you, the RIT community. To suggest an idea for a column, e-mail to newsevents@rit.edu. 

In a July Viewpoints 
article, Katherine 
Mayberry, chair of 
the Retention Task 
Force (RTF), wrote 
that the quarter 
calendar has been 
implicated as an 
obstacle to en
hanced student 
retention. 

David Perlman Many, like 
myself, believe that 

the case for such linkage is weak. A special 
committee, appointed by the president to 
review the RTF's arguments, is also skepti
cal. Its report states, "insufficient evidence 
exists to warrant any conclusion that a cal
endar change is a necessary condition for 
improving retention." 

In his legitimate concern about student 
success, President Albert Simone has set 
forces in motion that threaten to lower 
standards and bloat our growing bureau
cracy with people busily raising false ex
pectations and creating a plethora of train
ing, measuring, and accountability strate
gies. Note, for example, the proposed 
"Institute-wide Implementation Support 
Committee." As for accountability, our 
dimly remembered Agenda for Action plan 
has, the task force admits, failed to improve 
retention. Who should be accountable for 
that? 

I have an open mind about the semester 
calendar. However, I am deeply concerned 
about a philosophy that I believe is driving 
policy decisions in interrelated areas such 
as admission standards, freshman orienta
tion , advising, and student support services 
which, ultimately, will alter RIT's 

Bevier Gallery 
announces shows 
Finishing touches to renovations at RIT's 
Bevier Gallery, located in the James E. Booth 
Building, are being put in place for the 
2000-2001 season. In addition to the gallery's 
fresh look, visitors will celebrate the artistic 
talent of RIT students and faculty, and teen 
artists. The season wraps up with an exhibi
tion in glass artistry. All exhibits are free. 

•"Talking Walls: Visual literacy through 
Interdisciplinary Dialogues"; Sept. 8-27; 
opening reception, 5-7 p.m., Friday, Sept. 8. 

•"Faculty Exhibition"; Oct. 6--Nov. 12; 
opening reception, 5-7 p.m., Friday, Oct. 6. 

•"Undergraduate Student Honors 
Exhibition"; Dec. 8-Jan. 17; opening recep
tion, 5-7 p.m., Friday, Dec. 8. 

•"Scholastic Art Exhibition"; Jan. 26--Feb. 
21; reception, Saturday, Jan. 29. 

•"Graduate Thesis Exhibitions"; March 
12-May9;. 

•"Glass Arts Society Exhibition"; May 
21-June 17. 

Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday to Friday; 7 to 9 p.m., Monday to 
Thursday; 1 to 4:30 p.m., Saturday; and 2 to 
4:30 p.m., Sunday. 

ALLINTHEFAMILY ... The 
debut season at Galle1y r, RIT's 
metro student showcase for 
contemporary art, is conclud
ing with a salute to alumni. 
Natalie Hawryschuk, third 
from the left, is among four 
former art students taking 
part in the exhibition. Her spe
cialties include portraits of 
family members, including 
grandmother Maria Wowk, 
second from the left. They were 
joined at an opening reception 
by Zerbe Sodervick, Gallery r 
advisor, and Irene Haw,yschuk, 
Natalie's mother. Alumni 
artists Tony Bacchiocchi, 
Danica Eskind, and Mike 
Johnson are also featured in 
the show, which runs through 
Sept. 12. 

by David Perlman, professor emeritus, College of Engineering 

fundamental character. This philosophy 
manifests itself in the task force's distorted 
vision of student-centeredness, which 
seems to underlie its recommendations 
and writings. A sample: "The information 
explosion has revolutionized the teaching 
and learning roles . . . reducing the useful
ness of traditional 'knowledge transfer'." 
Also, "effective teachers are facilitators, not 
professors; the focus of the class is the stu
dents [and thus] practice, discussion, and 
collaboration should . .. replace lecturing 
and student listening." 

In rebuttal, I quote from an article in the 
spring 1998 issue of City Journal (published 
by the Manhattan Institute) and written by 
contributing editor Heather MacDonald. 
Entitled, "Why Johnny's Teacher Can't 
Teach," is a scathing indictment of Colum
bia Teachers College and its student-cen
tered approach to learning which, we learn, 
dates to the writing of Harold Rugg in 1928 
(as does the idea of teacher as facilitator.) 

MacDonald writes, "The early decades of 
this century forged the central educational 
fallacy of our time: that one can think with
out having anything to think about ... 'Life 

adjustment', not wisdom or learning was to 
be the goal of education." She points out that 
in 1925, educator William Heard Kilpatrick 
argued that knowledge was changing too fast 
to be transmitted usefully to students and, 
consequently, instead of teaching dead facts 
and figures, schools should teach 'critical 
thinking' so that students could become 'life
long learners'. MacDonald does not take 
kindly to these familiar sounding ideas, call
ing them "bunk." 

Philosophy aside, what of the argu
ments? The RTF tells us that "all the highly 
successful student success initiatives that 
[it has] reviewed have been implemented 
within semester calendars." Since many 
retention strategies are calendar indepen
dent, it is illogical to conclude that the 
quarter system is inimical to them. Inter
estingly, RIT's School of Art and Design 
and the undergraduate program in 
Imaging Science are cited for exemplary 
retention ... in our own discredited quar
ter system! 

The RTF asserts that with increased 
retention, "there will be less demand for 
new enrollments to compensate for 

attrition" presumably "allow[ing] us to 
accept fewer, and thus more qualified, first 
year students." Why don't we simply tighten 
admission standards immediately? 

Lastly, I challenge Mayberry's assertion 
that it will shortly be impossible to buy aca
demic records systems for quarter calen
dars. Northwestern, a university on the 
quarter system, is not concerned. A chat 
with an assistant dean informed me that 
they use easily configurable record keeping 
software from PeopleSoft. 

Since changing the calendar remains con
troversial, we should first try ideas like pro
moting teaching excellence and providing 
enhanced remedial tutoring. The calendar 
issue, separated from retention, can then be 
revisited. 

Retention Task Force Report (from page 1) 

According to the report, immediate atten
tion should be paid to enhancing first-year 
success and improving the campus environ
ment, then the areas of teaching excellence 
and academic advising will be addressed. 

The task force report argues that a strong 
faculty advising system for first-year students 
will help to catch struggling students before 
it is too late to help them. Such a system will 
also ensure that all first-year students have 
the opportunity to develop a faculty connec
tion and receive solid academic counsel 
around such key issues as course selection, 
course withdrawal, supplemental instruction 
and career direction. This strategy has the 
best chance of success if faculty members 
are appropriately rewarded for their work as 
advisors and if the academic term is long 
enough for early intervention to have a posi
tive effect on final grades. 

Other strategies likely to enhance the suc
cess offirst-year students include attracting 
high quality first-year students; establishing 
learning communities designed to keep stu
dents together in a course or courses that 
last over an extended period of time; and 
encouraging positive interaction between 
first-year students and older students and 
faculty. 

Still other methods include providing on
campus faculty development opportunities; 
creating undergraduate research programs 
with faculty; increasing departmental out-of
classroom activities; creating comfortable 
gathering places and social activities for stu
dents; helping minimize first-year student 
stress levels; participating in a First-Year 
Enrichment/Wellness course; providing 
greater opportunities for on-campus 
employment; and offering an extended sum
mer orientation program with active partici
pation by faculty. 

Other proposed strategies include reduc
ing the frequency with which students are 
billed; developing desired social activities 
and gathering spaces; enhancing the faculty 
advisement system with training; imple
menting formal peer evaluations; and creat
ing learning-friendly classrooms. 

Lastly, the task force recommended that 
RIT create a Student Success Initiatives Fund 
that can be drawn upon to support a 
promising initiative. Simone will appoint an 
Institute-wide Implementatio.n Support 
Committee to help departments develop, 
coordinate and assess retention initiatives. 

"RIT will not meet its targeted graduation 
rate and the accompanying level of student 
success ifwe follow a 'business as usual' 
course," says Mayberry. "While commitment 
to student success should not be seen as an 
extraordinary, above-and-beyond responsi
bility for faculty and staff, new initiatives, 
new attitudes, new expectations and new 
assessment measures will need to be devel
oped to help us reach our ambitious goal." 

Calendar Task Force 
completes report 
An institutional task force, appointed 
by RIT President Albert Simone and 
chaired by College ofBusiness Dean 
Thomas Hopkins, has completed its 
report on whether changes in RIT's 
academic calendar from a quarter to 
semester system would improve cam
pus-wide student retention. 

In a memo to the campus com
munity, Simone stated, ''At the outset 
offal! quarter, extensive conversa
tions regarding the academic calen
dar will be initiated within and 
among the governance groups. I 
intend to recommend a calendar 
decision to the Board of Trustees at 
their November meeting." 

The president is scheduled to dis
cuss the calendar task force report as 
part of his opening address on 
Tuesday, Sept. 5. 

WOKING CWSELY AT OUR WORLD ... RJT's first 
environmental science summer camp introduced high 
school seniors from the Rochester City School District 
and Brooklyn Tech to an exciting career option. The 
camp's curriculum, developed by RIT's John Waud, 
director of environmental science, and M. Ann Howard, 
associate professor of environmental studies, included 
several field-based projects, such as a water quality sur
vey of the Oatka Creek in Scottsville. Pictured here, 
Waud, standing at the far right, and Ga,y Neuderfer, 
ecologist from the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, teach students environ
mental issues that concern eve1yone. 

Pole Sit 2000 fundraiser 
welcomes back students 
RIT's Sigma Alpha Mu fraternity announces 
its sixth annual "Pole Sit" fundraiser. Pole Sit 
2000 kicks off at 8 a.m., Sept. 5, and runs 
through 10 p.m., Sept. 8. SAM members will 
take turns sitting atop a 30-foot utility pole 
donated by Rochester Gas and Electric to 
raise money for the Make-A-Wish Foun
dation, an organization granting wishes to 
terminally ill children. 

The pole will be installed along RIT's 
Quarter Mile. The fraternity created the 
marathon event as an icebreaker for new stu
dents and a way to benefit the community 
through altruism and charity. 

Pole Sit activities include a vendor fair, car 
smash, popsicle handout by the Center for 
Campus Ministry, dunk tank, barbecue, 
bonfire and fireworks display. For more 
information about Pole Sit 2000, or to make 
a pledge, call Gilbert Ong, at 424-8238. 

Scholar, author kicks off 2000-2001 Gannett lecture series 
Millennial scholar and author Lee Quinby, the Caroline Werner Gannett Professor in 
RIT's College of Liberal Arts, begins this year's lecture series with the talk "Citizenship in 
the New Millennium, I" 7:30 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 14, Webb Auditorium in the James E. 
Booth Building. 

The lecture, free and open to the public, concludes with a reception. The event will 
be interpreted for the deaf. For more information, call 5-2929. 
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Simone wins international peace award 
RIT President 
Albert Simone was 
recognized for his 
efforts to promote 
international 
peace through 
higher education. 
Simone was made 
an honorary mem
ber of the 
European Cultural 

Albert Simone Institute and pre-
sented with the 

Robert Schuman award in memory of the 
man who envisioned the European 
Parliament. 

Restaurateur Mario Daniele presided 
over the ceremony on July 25 at Mario's Via 
Abruzzi. Barry Culhane, RIT executive 
assistant to the president, accepted the 
award on behalf of Simone. Other recipi
ents of the Schumann award included 
Sandra Frankel, supervisor of the Town of 
Brighton, and Robert Miller, president of 
Nazareth College. 

Prior to his tenure at RIT, Simone was 
among the first college presidents from 

LET THE MUSIC MOVE YOU . .. Residents of the 
Association of Retarded Citizens of Monroe County 
gained unique educational and social opportunities 
again this year by participating in the ARC 
Enrichment Program, June 19-22, co-sponsored by 
RIT. Forty students attended classes in digital pho
tography, nutrition, sales and marketing, computer 
graphics and scientific studies, among others. 
Shown here, Joe Broadus bangs away at the piano 
keys during a music class while Janis Johns, center, 
and Ken Khapton, Jar right, belt out a tune. 

the United States to visit Vietnam, North 
Korea and the Soviet Far East. Under his 
leadership, RIT has established the 
American College of Management and 
Technology in Croatia. 

AWAKENING THE ARTIST WITHIN ... Nivia 
Santiago and Daniel Sosa work together on an art 
project during their experience as RIT students at the 
RIT/East House Enrichment Program, July 24-Aug. 3. 
Residents of the East House facility, a Rochester
based, non-profit mental health agency, took courses 
on campus ranging from money management to 
general health and wellness to resume writing skills. 
The program, taught by members of RIT's faculty 
and staff and Rochester community, culminated 
with commencement ceremonies in Ingle Auditorium. 

NCR3 funding 
(from page 1) 

and Conversion. Based on the results of its 
initial project with RIT, ONR is looking at 
other opportunities to incorporate remanu
facturing into its design of new ships and 
other systems. NCR3 conducted a detailed 
analysis of the remanufacturing potential of 
a decommissioned class of Navy ships. The 
findings of that analysis could save the Navy, 
and taxpayers, millions of dollars. 

"RIT continues to prove that upstate New 
York is an important partner in meeting our 
military's strategic needs," says Schumer, who 
was instrumental in securing the funds in the 
Senate bill. "The RIT project is a smart and 
cost effective way to upgrade our military 
equipment ... and gets the moet mileage out 
of the tax dollars we invest in these projects." 

"I was proud to be able to obtain $3 
million to help RIT continue its valuable 
remanufacturing work," Slaughter says. 
"This project is keeping both our local busi
nesses and the environment healthy." 

"We are most appreciative of the contin
ued support of Senator Schumer and 
Congresswoman Slaughter that has made 
this work possible, and very proud of the top 
flight research that Dr. Nasr and his team are 
doing in this area," says RIT President Albert 
Simone. "This is a great example of the 
kind of exemplary government/university/ 
industry partnerships that our First in Class 
initiative is designed to promote." 

Alfred Haacke 
Alfred Haacke, a former RIT administrator and research scientist, passed away July 31 
after battling heart disease. He was 70 years old. 

From 1970 to 1990, Haacke was assistant director of the Applied Science Division of 
what was RIT's College of Continuing Education. He also taught calculus and physics. 

He began his career as a researcher at The Haloid Co., which later became Xerox 
Corp. and earned two patents for his work in imaging. He then worked as senior 
research scientist at Taylor Instruments Co., later ABB Instrumentation Inc. in 
Henrietta. 

Norm Miles 
Norm Miles, former director of national development, passed away on Aug. 22 after a 
two year battle with Lou Gehrig's disease. He retired from RIT in 1994 after 17 years 
on campus. 

Miles legacy to the university is tl1e Norman A. Miles Endowment Fund for 
Excellence in Academic Study and Teaching. Each May; the eligible junior with the 
highest grade-point average receives this award. That student must then designate the 
faculty member that he or she feels contributed the most to his or her success at RIT. 
The faculty member then receives half of the allocated award amount to be used for 
professional development. 

The award was created by Miles to recognize the critical impact of the student
teacher bond in the success of learning. "I hope it encourages others to think in this 
way," he commented last year. 

Norman Miller 
Norman Miller, professor of electrical engineering, passed away on July 26 after a 
brief battle with cancer. A native of England, Miller taught circuits and electronics 
courses at RIT since 1984. Staff member say he was well respected on campus and 
always went out of his way to help students. He is survived by his wife Naomi, sons 
Steven and Daniel, and a granddaughter. 

Softball Saturday tournament set for Sept. 30 
Where's your college spirit? President Albert Simone is hoping you'll show it off at his 
annual Softball Saturday Tournament, set for Saturday, Sept. 30, beginning at 9 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to participate including faculty, staff, students, alumni, and 
spouses. Organizers say the goal is for members of each college and division to form a 
team in the name of friendly competition. 

This will be a slow-pitch tournament, and each team must field at least two 
women at all times. Breakfast and a picnic lunch will be served free to players and 
their family and friends. 

Representatives from each college are asked to start forrning their teams. 
Individuals looking to join a team will be accommodated. To sign up, or for more 
information, contact Daryl Sullivan at 5-5596 or dcsped@rit.edu. 

Athenaeum open house and program preview 
The Athenaeum begins its 14th year with open houses for current and prospective 
members, 2-3:30 p.m., Sept. 12, 14 and 18. "Issues and Ideas" will feature introduc
tions to Athenaeum programs and presentations by guests. The Athenaeum, 30 
Fairwood Drive, offers courses and other activities by and for its more than 400 
members, each at least SO-years-old. Its fall session begins Sept. 25. Membership 
costs $225, with trial memberships available at $125 and supporting memberships at 
$110. For more information, call 292-8989 or visit www.isc.rit.edu/-athenwww/. 

Project Lead the Way 
(from page 1) 

technology through two- and four-year 
programs and can receive college credits. 

"Project Lead the Way excites students 
about engineering through hands-on learn
ing experiences," says Guy Johnson, RIT pro
fessor of manufacturjng_and mechanical 
engineering technology, center director and 
principal investigator for the collaboration. 

Since 1997, the annual summer training 
institute for primary- and secondary-school 
teachers has led to development of pre
engineering programs at middle and high 

THE NEW'HUB' OF THE 
CAMPUS . .. Formerly known 
as Mail and Reprographic 
Services, the HUB was unveiled 
during an Aug. 4 open house 
that featured food, music, prize 
giveaways and demonstrations 
of print, postal and copy ser
vices available to the RIT com
munity. Shown here, HUB 
employee Michael Hmar, far 
right, shows off the capabilities 
of the Xerox DocuColor 12-color 
copier to students Justin 
Hutzley, Melissa Collis and 
Haley Hepher. For more infor
mation about services available 
at the HUB, contact Hilliary 
Dunn, manager, at 5-2117. 

schools in 26 states. RIT and the non-profit 
National Alliance for Pre-Engineering Pro
grams recently entered into a new six-year 
agreement keeping the center at the univer
sity. Participating teachers can receive grad
uate college credits. A master of science in 
technology education is under development. 

Project Lead the Way is one of many RIT 
initiatives aiming to interest youngsters in.. 
engineering-related studies. Others include 
the Pre-freshman Engineering Program, also 
hosted by RIT last month, and the annual 
E3 Fair, highlighting "engineering, explo
ration and experimentation," each spring 
atRIT. 

News & Events is produced biweekly by University News Services/University Publications. Please 
send comments to News & Events, University News Services, Eastman Building, or call 475-5064 or 
fax 475-5097. Editor: Vienna Carvalho-McGrain Layout: Brenda Monahan Copy Editor: Susan 
Murphy Contributing writers: Pam Carmichael, Vienna Carvalho-McGrain, Neil Fagenbaum, Laurie 
Maynard, Susan Murphy, Michael Saffran, Paul Stella 

When calling any campus number referred to in News & Events articles from off campus, use the 
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