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MyRIT site debuts this spring NCR3 revitalizes military vehicles 
Wouldn't it be great to go to a 
single Web site for all things 
related to your life at RIT? A 
place where you could check the 
weather, read class messages, look 
at your calendar, catch up on RIT 
news, read local and national 
headline news, get national sports 
updates and more? 

M y R I T - a  student-oriented 
one-stop online shop for all things 
related to R I T - i s  coming this 
spring. Similar to portals such as 
myYahoo and myMSN, MyRIT 
will be a campuswide, fully 
customizable Web portal. 

"MyRIT will be an effective 
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Screen shot of MyRIT portal 

student-oriented features as well as those 
geared towards faculty, staff and alumni. 

Sustainment of military vehicles becomes 
critical in times of crisis, when planes, ships, 
tanks, trucks and other equipment are in 
constant use, often under extreme conditions. 

RIT's National 
Center for 
Remanufacturing 
and Resource 
Recovery has begun 
groundbreaking 
work with the U.S. 
Office of  Naval 
Research to manage 
and predict the 
"health" of  naval 
ships and Marine 
Corps vehicles. 

On Wednesday, 
March 27, the Center 
unveiled this work 
and the NCR' team 
demonstrated the 

Working on military humvees and light 
armored vehicles, NCR' is developing tech-
nologies to monitor systems and forewarn of  
failures, apply material-aging technology to 

tool to keep up on what's happening at 
RIT and the outside world;' says Bob 
Finnerty, chief communications officer. 
"The ability to personalize and customize 
are also features that make the portal 
extremely attractive." 

"Implementing a campuswide portal 
for students, faculty, and staff is a key 
strategy for RIT," says Kristi Davis, portal 
project manager. "This effort is an exciting 
project for us and many people have 
expressed great interest and are looking 
forward to the initial rollout." 

logistics center set up NCR3 engineers examine a light armored vehicle. 
The initial phase o f  the portal will be 

rolled out April 1. Planned features 
include RIT news, weather, WITR stream-
ing audio, news feeds from the Democrat 
and Chronicle, national news, a personal 
calendar and more. 

Subsequent phases will address additional 

To access MyRIT on April 1, go to 
http://my.rit.edu/ and log on with your 
DCE username and password. An infor-
mational Web site about the portal is at 
my.rit.edu until the portal goes live.• 

to track the vehicles' 
"health:' U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer and 
Congresswoman Louise Slaughter, who 
were instrumental in securing the funding 
for this research program, were present for 
the demonstration at the Center for 
Integrated Manufacturing Studies. 

CIMS reorganizes-new leadership emerges, units restructured 
Nab ii Nasr is the new director o f  RIT's 
Center for Integrated Manufacturing 

Studies and assis-
tant provost o f  
academic affairs. 
Bill Sheeran has 
resigned his posi-
tion after being 
with RIT for 
four years. 

In the last few 
years, several 
new areas have 

. emerged from the 
Nabi/Nasr National Center 
for Remanufacturing and Resource 
Recovery at CIMS focusing efforts in 
these areas: 

Sustainable systems research 
Defense modernization and 
sustainment 
Material recovery and recycling 

• Manufacturing Technologies, such
as lean enterprise
"In my new role, I plan to grow our

partnership with industry," Nasr says. 
"CIMS' other business units are wonder-
ful complements to our work in remanu-
facturing and resource recovery and 
I am particularly excited to develop that 
synergy even further. These areas o f  focus 
will enable us to take CIMS to the next 
level as a state and national resource." 

"RIT has been truly fortunate to have 
Nabil Nasr at the helm o f  our National 
Center for Remanufacturing and 
Resource Recovery. I look forward to his 
matching the tremendous record o f  
success with that operation throughout 
the rest o f  the CIMS endeavors," says Stan 
McKenzie, provost and vice president o f  
academic affairs. 

"Under Bill Sheeran's leadership, CIMS 
has prospered greatly and is now very 
sound, both financially and programmat-
ically," says Albert Simone, RIT president. 
"The success o f  CIMS under Bill's guid-
ance makes it possible to make this tran-
sition smoothly and to implement some 

organizational changes that will make 
CIMS even more efficient and effective. 
Bill came in to do a job and he did it. The 
RIT campus and the Rochester and state 

business communities owe Bill a debt o f  
appreciation for his strong advocacy, 
contributions, and accomplishments in 
furthering the CIMS mission."• 

RIT scientist devises eye-tracking device 
Imagine an ordinary pair of  racquetball 
goggles souped up with high tech gadgetry: 
two tiny camera ne pointed toward your 
eyes, the other at 
what you are looking 
a t - a n  infrared 
light source, and a 
dentist's mirror to 
reflect the image of  
your eye. A braid of  
wires drapes from 
the modified goggles 
to a backpack 
containing elec-
tronic equipment. 

by the NRL with $420,000 in funding. 
The RIT /NRL team will conduct a range 

of  visual experiments designed to unlock 

Don the headgear 
and the device will 
track what you are 
looking at and how 
you move your eyes 
to take in informa-
tion. The unique 
device-known as a 
wearable eyetracker 
- w a s  designed and 

Graduate students Jason Babcock and Roxanne Canosa outfit imaging 
science professor Jeff Pelz with the RIT Wearable Eyetracker. 

built at RIT's Chester F. Carlson Center for 
Imaging Science to study how people use 
vision in everyday life. 

The U.S. Naval Research Laboratory is 
partnering with RIT's Chester F. Carlson 
Center for Imaging Science to develop the 
next generation of  wearable eyetrackers--
robust, daylight-capable, and wireless. 

Research in RIT's Visual Perception 
Laboratory is focused on fundamental ques-
tions about how people use visual perception 
during complex tasks. Researchers at the 
NRL are interested to learn how experts 
locate difficult-to-find objects in natural 
scenes. The three-year project is sponsored 

strategies people use when searching 
complex natural scenes. 

For more than a century, scientists have 
used eye movements to study vision in 
laboratory settings. Now scientists are opting 
for realistic environments, the impetus 
behind the RIT Wearable Eyetracker. 

"Knowing how people move their eyes in 
the laboratory tells us almost nothing about 
how people search for things in the real 
world;' says Jeff Pelz, associate professor of  
imaging science and director of the Vision 
Perception Laboratory, where the wearable 
eyetracker was developed. 

continued on page 4 

better define the expected life cycle of  
components, evaluate their failure modes 
and rates, and develop cost-effective tech-
niques to restore worn components. 

NCR' researchers are developing software 
and new devices that can track temperature, 
noise, vibration, contaminants in oil, fuel 
consumption and other variables and relay 
the information via satellite to a central base. 
The system works on single units or on fleets 
of  vehicles, says Nabil Nasr, director of  CIMS. 

Remote sensors wired into equipment 
provide feedback on the vehicles' state 
o f  health and their predicted perfor-
mance, sending data to computers either
at base camp or back in the United States
via satellite. The information then can
be used to diagnose problems and to
recommend repairs.

"This development of approaches to 
monitor and forecast the 'health' of  systems is 
a valuable extension of  the knowledge gained 
by NCR' from its analyses of  the failure 
modes of  a range of  components and 
products;' says Nasr. 

With funding from the federal budget, 
NCR' is establishing a new initiative: Defense 
Modernization and Sustainment. The focus 
will be on methods of prolonging the life of  
military equipment in use now and on 
designing future equipment so it can be 
easily upgraded with devices and systems 
such as those currently under development. 

"The effort promises to improve availabil-
ity, reliability and maintainability of critical 
Marine Corps vehicles;' says Paul Rispin, 
ONR program officer. "The program oper-
ates in support of the Marine's Autonomic 
Logistics operational requirement, and is a 
follow-up of  the Center's excellent work in 
the field of ship remanufacture:' 

NCR' has been working with the Navy 
for the past four years to integrate remanu-
facturing strategies in the design and 
maintenance of  major defense systems. 
The 2001---02 defense appropriations bill 
passed by the 107th Congress included 
$3 million to continue that effort. 

"This project is a smart and cost-effective 
way to upgrade our military equipment . . .  
and RIT is an important partner in meeting 
our military's strategic needs;' says Schumer, 
who championed the funding in the Senate 
bill. Slaughter, who helped initiate this 
program with ONR four years ago, as well as 
helped secure this year's funding, added, 
"These funds will keep RIT as a leader in 
innovative engineering and research:' To 
date, RIT has received $11 million in federal 
support for this research.• 
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Globalization talks feature poet, economists 
The Caroline Werner Gannett lecture 
series continues with two upcoming talks 

about globaliza-
tion from the 
perspective of a 
poet, a former 
president of the 
World Bank and 
an economics 
scholar. 

Poet and 
human rights 
activist Carolyn 
Forche will give 

Carolyn Porche her talk, "Against 
Forgetting: 

Globalization, Human Rights and The 
Voice of Witness," at 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 4. Forche, a professor of 
poetry at George Mason University, has 
written and edited more than 15 books 
including, The Angel of History and 

Housing information 
Faculty and staff should be aware that 
housing selection for RIT students will be 
held on April 6 and 7 in the Fireside 
Lounge, Student Alumni Union. 

Students should not have to miss 
class or work to participate in the 
housing selection process. Absentee 
forms are available at the Housing 
Operations office in Grace Watson Hall 
for students who have a conflict with 
the housing selection time. Students 
with questions regarding the process 
should be directed to the staff at RIT 
Housing Operations, 5-2572 (v), 
5-2113 (tty) or housing @rit.edu. 

Against Forgetting: Twentieth Century 
Poetry of  Witness. 

Barber Conable, president of the 
World Bank from 1986 to 1991 and a 
New York congressman from 1964-84, 
and William Tabb, professor of economics 
at Queens College and political science 
at the City University of New York 
Graduate Center, will present "Unequal 
Partners?: Citizenship and Corporate 

Globalization," at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 11. Tabb has written and edited 10 
books including The Amoral Elephant: 
Globalization and the Struggle for Social 
Justice in the Twenty-First Century. 

Both lectures-free and open to the 
public-will be held in Webb auditorium 
in the James E. Booth Building. For more 
information, call 5-2057 or log onto 
www.rit.edu/gannettseries. • 

Hard rockers Sum 41 perform April 6 
The rock band Sum 41, 
best known for its hard 
edge and disturbing lyrics, 
will perform at 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 6, in RIT's 
Clark Gymnasium. 
Opening for the band are 
H2O and Auto Pilot Off. 

With pounding guitar 
riffs and heavy drum beats, 
Sum 41 is described as a 
choir of Hell's Angels that 
are the new breed of hard-
core. After playing shows 
with punk acts like Down 
by Law, Gob and Ten Foot 
Pole, Sum 41 released its 
debut album, Half Hour of 
Power, followed by All 
Killer No Filler. The band's Sum 41 will perform at RIT's Clark Gym on April 6. 
latest album, Motivation, 
hit stores earlier this month, featuring the 
tracks, Motivation, All She's Got, Crazy 
Amanda Bunkface and What We're All 
About. The band also recently released its 
own DVD, Introduction to Destruction 
(Video Treats to Move Yo Peets). 

Tickets-$10 for RIT students, $15 for 
RIT faculty/staff and $20 for the general 

public-are available at the candy counter 
and game room. For more information, 
call 5-2239. • 

Self-Instruction Lab open 
The Self-Instruction Lab, located in room 
3205 of the Lyndon Baines Johnson 
building, welcomes the entire RIT 
community to support its sign language 
learning. 

The SIL offers videotapes, videodiscs 
and CD RO Ms on basic sign language 

1-!noch!les,n.11ger-s lling pmctice  
American Sign language lessons, short 
stories signed in English and ASL, deaf 
culture and technical signs. 

Hours are Monday and Friday from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

For more information, contact Bonnie 
Murnfordat5-6336 (v/tty) or 
bsm5558@ritedu, or log onto 
http:/ /www.isc.rit.edu/-482www/sil. 
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Microsoft exec to 
give Gasser lecture 
Technology offers a growing array of 
opportunities for businesses to better 
serve their customers. But how can 

companies and 
other organiza-
tions use it to the 
fullest advantage? 

Mike Adams, 
director, Global 
Performance 
Xcellence, World 
Services Division 
at Microsoft, will 
share his insights 
as the College of 

Mike Adams Business presents 
the William D. 

Gasser Distinguished Lecture Series in 
Business. The event, 3 p.m., Monday, April 
1, will be held in Webb Auditorium, James 
E. Booth Building. 

Adams' presentation, "Integrating
Technology for Performance Xcellence," 
will examine Microsoft's entrepreneurial 
spirit and illustrate how "cool" technol-
ogy helps the company improve quality 
and management systems. The customer 
experience, performance measures, plan-
ning, communication and organizational 
goals are all influenced by ever-changing 
technology. 

Prior to joining Microsoft in 2000, 
Adams was president and CEO of 
Mike Adams & Co., a performance 
management and creative services prac-
tice-where his services ranged from 
conducting strategic and business plan-
ning sessions to writing theme songs and 
jingles. He also served as the head of 
quality at Florida Power and Light and 
FPL Group Inc. Adams speaks worldwide 
on topics such as benchmarking, 
customer satisfaction, business perfor-
mance and strategic planning. 

The Gasser Lecture is hosted annually 
by the College of Business to advance 
interaction and dialogue between business 
and academic communities. 

The lecture series is made possible by a 
gift from the late John Wiley Jones, former 
honorary member of the RIT Board of 
Trustees and founder ofJones Chemicals 
Inc., in memory of William D. Gasser. 
Gasser taught accounting at RIT from 
1967 until his death in 1977. 

A reception will immediately follow 
the Gasser Lecture, which is free and open 
to the public. To register for the event, 
contact Donna Slavin at 5-2199 or 
dlsbbu@rit.edu. • 

Images show history from deaf perspective 

IMAGING SCIENCE SATURDAY ... RJT's imaging scientists hit the road March 16 for Science 
Saturday at the Rochester Museum and Science Center where students, faculty and staff from 
the Chester F. Carlson Center for Imaging Science helped introduce children to a new world of 
light. The overview included hands-on activities for children to discover such concepts as color 
contrast and color separation, remote sensing and remote learning, microgravity, eye tracking, 
optics, astronomy and medical imaging. Here, Maria Helguera, coordinator of the distance 
learning program at CIS, uses a slinky to demonstrate a concept of ultrasound for a curious visitor. 

Quality conference,April 3 
RIT's Center for Excellence in Lean 
Manufacturing is supporting the 
American Society for Quality, Rochester 
Section's 58th annual conference, Solving 
Business Problems-The Practitioner's 
Approach, Wednesday,April 3, at the 
Rochester Riverside Convention Center. 
The Greater Rochester Quality Council 
also supports the conference. 

The conference focuses on the industry-
recognized improvement methodology of 
DMAIC (define-measure-analy z e-
improve-control). Gordon Black, chair-
man and CEO of Harris Interactive Inc., 
will give the keynote speech during lunch. 
Vince Faya, director ofValue-Based Six 
Sigma for ITT Industries Inc., will deliver 
the morning address. 

Cost is $175. Student discounts are 
available. ASQ recertification units are 
given for conference attendance. 

For registration information, call 458-
5913 or visit www.asqrs.org. 

NPD forum set for April 9 
A collaboration between the College of 
Business and area companies renews its 
focus on improving the way new products 
and services are brought to market. State-
of-the-Art New Product Development will 
be discussed during the latest meeting of 
the RIT New Product Development 
Forum on Tuesday, April 9. 

Presenters include Abbie Griffin from 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, Ron Lasser from Product 
Development Consulting Inc., and Bruce 
Claxton from Motorola. John Ettlie, RIT's 
Madelon and Richard Rosett Chair, will 
serve as the moderator. 

The event, which includes a continental 
breakfast, will take place between 7: 15 a.m. 
and noon in Xerox Auditorium, James E. 
Gleason Building. Registration fees will be 
waived for RIT students, faculty and staff 
who wish to attend. For more information, 
contact Angelo Fuino at 5-7 431 or 
jafbbu@rit.edu. 

NTID is helping to bring History Through 
Deaf Eyes to the Rochester Museum and 
Science Center, 657 East Avenue, March 28 
through April 28. The traveling exhibit, 
which is free to the public, presents United 
States history from the deaf community's 
perspective using objects and images 
collected by individuals, organizations 
and schools for deaf children. 

Portions of History Through Deaf 
Eyes have been designed locally to tell 
jthe history of the deaf community in 
Rochester, including NTID and Rochester 
School for the Deaf, and how our commu-
nity has become a center for education 

and communication for the largest 
population of deaf people, per capita, in 
the country. 

Rochester is one of a few select cities to 
host History Through Deaf Eyes. Once the 
exhibit leaves here, it will be placed in the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. 

Funded by the New York state 
Department of Education through the 
special efforts of Sen. James Alesi, the 
exhibit's stop in Rochester is a collabor-
ative effort ofNTID, RSD and RMSC. 
For more information about the exhibit, 
visit www.rmsc.org/museum!exhibits! 
exhibits. htm. • 

On June 8, 1965, President Lyndon Baines Johnson signed into law the bill creating NTID. This mile-
stone in deaf history is one of many included in the History Through Deaf Eyes exhibit. 
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