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State approves RIT site for billion-dollar micro-chip factory
~
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A 200-acre site on the RIT campus could
become home to a billion-dollar computer
chip factory.

The RIT site, along
John Street just north of
Bailey Road, is one of 13
locations designated by
New York Governor
George Pataki as a potential site for a semiconductor manufacturing
facility.
RIT President Albert
Simone said RIT's microelectronic engineering
department makes the
campus site especially
attractive. RIT's College
ofEngineering offers the
nation's only undergraduate degree in microelectronic engineering
accredited by the
Accreditation Board for
Engineering and
Technology, a national
education standards
group. RIT also has master of engineering and M.S. degree programs in this field and maintains a fullyfunctional semiconductor fabrication lab,

Students testify at U.S. Senate in
support of Education of the Deaf Act

A Senate committee heard testimony last month in support of the Education of the Deaf Act from students in
RIT's National Technical Institute for the Deaf The students were, from left to right, front row: Meghan
Rainone, Matt Hamill and Katie Hoheusle. Presenting administration points of view were, back row: Robert
Davila, Nancy Bloch and I. King Jordan (Gallaudet president).

Three deaf students studying at RIT' s
National Technical Institute for the Deaf
testified Feb. 12 before the U.S. Senate's
Labor and Human Resources Committee
in support ofRIT's educational access and
options for deaf students.
Matt Hamill, a third-year electromechanical technology student from Loveland,
Ohio; Katherine Hoheusle, a third-year
imaging science student from Bethel, N.Y.;
and Meghan Rainone, a fifth-year criminal
justice student from Marlton, N.J., all presented their positive educational experiences to senators Jim Jeffords (D-Vt.),
committee chairman, and Tom Harkin
(D-Iowa).
After the students testified and answered
questions for nearly an hour, Senator
Jeffords half jokingly remarked that the
committee should dispense with the
remainder of the morning's testimony and
simply report out the bill. The students'
testimony served to reinforce support for
the Education of the Deaf Act, the legislative authorization for NTID, which is up

for reauthorization this year. Robert
Davila, vice president for NTID, also
testified before the committee.
The Feb. 12 hearing marked the first
time that NTID has sent students to testify
on behalf ofRIT. Hamill, who transferred
to RIT from Purdue University, where he
had a full wrestling scholarship, is the 1997
NCAA Division III wrestling champion in
the 167-pound weight class and now wrestles at the 190-pound level, where he won
this year's title. Hoheusle, who was accepted
to eight colleges including Dartmouth,
began her college career at RIT as a physics
major and switched to imaging science
this year; she is very involved in a variety
of campus activities and was on NTID' s
1996 College Bowl championship team.
Rainone, who graduates in May and will
enter law school this fall, is Miss Deaf
America and has been traveling throughout the United States speaking to young
students about the value of positive selfesteem and education.

Discussing potential development of a semiconductor factory are (from left) Thomas Mooney, president of
the Greater Rochester Metro Chamber of Commerce, Monroe County Executive Jack Doyle, RIT Board of
Trustees Chairman William Buckingham and RIT President Albert Simone.

one of only a handful in operation within
a university.
"We're providing the h ighly trained
engineers the industry needs," said Simone,
"and we have a location that is in every
way suited for this type of development."
RIT also has strong relationships with
leaders in the semiconductor industry,
including Motorola, Intel, Digital
Equipment Corp., Texas Instruments and
others. These companies regularly recruit
at RIT, hiring student interns and graduates. Industry leaders have supported the
micro-e program since it began in 1982 by
serving on advisory boards as well as
through corporate donations.
The RIT site and the others selected
were among 55 evaluated by a consultant
hired by the state in a process called "Chip
Fab '98." The state will provide economic
incentives to companies making a

commitment to develop a chip factory.
RIT would sell the land at a "fair price,"
Simone said at a news conference March 4.
RIT will be wo rking with the Town of
Henrietta to obtain the necessary permits
to facilitate the development. The state
will provide matching grants to assist in
the pre-permitting process.
Gov. Pataki is trying to entice the industry by streamlining the process of finding
suitable sites and obtaining permits. Over
the next four years, industry experts anticipate that as many as 35 micro-chip fabrication plants will be built in the United
States. A plant costs up to $2 billion to
build and employs up to 1,000 skilled
workers, according to industry sources.
"New York state intends to get its share
of that business," Pataki said when he
announced the list of sites on March 4.

U.S. News & World Report rates
RIT grad photo number one, again
EX C LU SI VE R ANKINGS
...

In U.S. News & World Report!s recently
released annual guidebook on the nation's
best graduate schools, RIT's School of
Photographic Arts and Sciences ranks
number one in its field-for the fourth
year in consecutive rankings ( U.S. News
staff say they didn't publish graduate art
rankings in 1996). The 1998 America's Best
Graduate Schoo ls' ranking of photography
programs comes under the Top Specialty
Programs section, placing RIT above the
School of the Art Institute of Chicago, the
University ofN ew Mexico, Rhode Island
School of Design and the California
Institute of the Arts.
"We are very pleased with the continued recognition of our M.F .A. program in
photography as the premier program in
the U.S.," says Joan Stone, interim dean,
College of Imaging Arts and Sciences.
In the overall Master of Fine Arts category, the guidebook placed RIT 19th again
this year, tied with Pratt Institute,
Claremont, University of California at Los
Angeles, University of Wisconsin at
Madison, University of New Mexico and
Virginia Commonwealth University.
Also, the master's degree program in
film was recognized among the top 14 in
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the nation, tied for 12th place with San
Francisco Art Institute and the University
of California at San Diego.
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Research and scholarship subjects range from chemistry to ethics
The 1998-99 faculty professional/ career
development leaves have been announced
by Stan McKenzie, provost and vice president for academic affairs.
Faculty members receive leaves for
research or scholarship related to the
objectives of their department, college and
RIT. Professors on leave use the time to
complete books, research projects or other
creative works requiring a larger budget of
time than available to faculty carrying a
full teaching schedule.
In order to be eligible, faculty must have
completed six years of service at RIT and
submit a proposal reviewed by college
deans, department heads and directors
and the Institute Faculty Committee on
Professional/Career Development Leaves.
Leaves approved by these groups, as well
as by the provost and president, are then
awarded by the Provost's Office.
The committee consisted of chairperson
Walter Bankes, College of Applied Science
and Technology; Charles Haines, College
ofEngineering; Michael Peres, College of
Imaging Arts and Sciences; Douglas Merrill,
College of Science; and Carol Richardson,
CAST.
Here are a few faculty and their projects
that exemplify those chosen:
Stephanie Maxwell, assistant professor,
CIAS, will create three animated
motion pictures using direct animation
techniques. She also has been invited to
present animation classes and workshops at two colleges in Europe.
Sannasi Ramanan, associate professor,
College ofEngineering, will work in two
laboratories in India. He will be involved
with the fabrication of high-speed
devices and modeling techniques for
high-speed device simulation at the
Indian Institute of Technology and on
electronic design aspects at the Center
for Electronic Design and Technology
at the Indian Institute of Science.
• Wade Robison, professor, College of
Liberal Arts, will write the draft of a text

in professional ethics centered on internal ethical problems faced by professionals in their working lives.
Irene Evans, associate professor, College
of Science, will work in the field of gene
therapy, specifically with the use of
herpes amp lien vector to manipulate
neural networks.
Listed by college are the other faculty
members awarded leaves for the 1998-99
academic year and their proposals.
• Applied Science and Technology
Stanislaw Radziszowski, professor,
Combinatorial Computing
• Business
Stanley Widrick, professor, Research on
Marketing to Counter Gray Products
• Engineering
Surendra Gupta, professor, Computer
Tools for Engineers and Scientists; and
Edward Schilling, professor, Revision of
Text on Process Quality Control
• Imaging Arts and Sciences
Robert Chung, professor, Visualizing
and Communicating Color; Robert
Heischman, professor, Color in Contemporary Representational Images;
Howard Lester, professor, Drunken
Hiccups; Roger Remington, professor,
Development of a New Design History
Course; Douglas Sigler, professor,
International Craft Education Through
Distance Learning; Alan Singer, associate professor, Publishing Essays on
Painting; Mark Stanitz, associate professor, Photoresist Technology:
Technical and Aesthetic Innovation in
the Decorative Metal Arts; Nancy Stuart,
associate professor, completing her
work towards a doctoral degree; Eric
Timmerman, associate professor, Gong
Lum vs. Rice; and Leonard Urso, associate professor, Nonferrous Metal Welding
• Liberal Arts
Timothy Engstrom, associate professor,
Revisions of Genre and Purpose in an
Instrumental Age; Tina Lent, associate
professor, For Love and Money: The

Three faculty members selected for professional/career development leaves join Stan McKenzie (fa r right),
provost and vice president, Academic Affairs, and committee chairperson Walter Bankes (seco nd from right),
College of Applied Science and Technology. From left to right, Stephanie Maxwell, College of Imaging Arts
and Sciences; Howard Lester, CIAS; and Thomas Gennett, College of Science.

Materialistic World of Postwar Romantic
Comedy; Robert Paradowski, professor,
The Alpha Helix; and John Violanti,
associate professor, Police Mortality in
the U.S. and Northern Europe
• National Technical Institute for the
Deaf
Rosemary Sauer, associate professor,
Access Issues in Educational Inclusion:
Philosophy, Research and Practice; and
Antonio Toscano, associate professor,
An Investigation of Current and
Emerging Technologies and the
Creation oflmages for an Opera
• Science
James Aumer, professor, Clinical

Chemistry Skills Update and Phytochemical Research; Roger Easton, associate professor, completion of a book;
Alejandro Engel, professor, Competition
of AIDS and TB in the Human Host;
Thomas Gennett, associate professor,
Use of Carbon Nanotubes as Energy
Storage Devices; Paul Haefner, professor, Size, Density and Biochemical
Composition of Crangon crangon eggs;
and John Neenan, professor, Nucleoside
Analogs as Enzyme Inhibitors and
Medicinal Agents
• Student Affairs
Fred Bleiler, (professor), Body
Composition Testing

....................................................................................

Social work passes review with flying colors
RIT's social work program in the College
of Liberal Arts has once again earned
affirmation as an accredited baccalaureate
program, a measurement process that
occurs every eight years.
The renewed accreditation, official as of
Feb. 17, followed in depth efforts by social
work's six full-time faculty members to
make sure the program meets standards
and procedures set by the Council on
Social Work Education. The national
CSWE evaluates all bachelor degree social
work programs through a lengthy review
process, says Butch Rodenhiser, chair of
RIT's program.
Before the CSWE site team visit this
past fall, RIT social work faculty spent two
years preparing for the involved evaluation, adds Rodenhiser. "This has been an
intense, challenging process, but it has
reinforced the focus and quality of what
we've been doing in our program."
The internal review process included

documenting the program's rationale and
assessment (mission, goals, ongoing
implementation and evaluative measurement); organization, governance and
resources; nondiscrimination efforts and
results; faculty description, workload and
ratio to students; student development;
curriculum themes, components, instructional methods and practicum.
The CSWE team's written reports particularly praised RIT's program as "one of
the most involved, indepth curriculum
they've seen," notes Rodenhiser.
RIT's program, first accredited in 1974,
has earned national renown for its innovative use of technology and its integrated
deaf and hearing aspect, he says. "We are
the largest fully-integrated deaf and hearing program in the nation, with 50 percent
of our 100 students being deaf or hard of
hearing," adds Rodenhiser. "We're seen as
a model for universities abroad and at
home that want to create similar programs."

BREAKFAST IS SERVED ... RIT students enjoy a late-night feast served by faculty and staff at the annual
Midnight Breakfast held Feb. 24 in Hettie L. Shumway Dining Commons. This year's breakfast proved to be
the biggest ever with over 1,000 students and 55 faculty and staff members in attendance. The communitybuilding event, sponsored by the Faculty-in-Residence program and Center for Residence Life, was created as
a stress-relieving activity for students in the midst offinal exams. Pictured are Barbara Letvin, director,
Center for Student Transition and Support, and Lt. Col. Joseph Pow, Air Force ROTC, taking a student's
breakfast order.

College of Business honors VandenBrul award winner March 25

Dilip Vellodi, College of Business 1998 VandenBrul
Award winner

Under the visionary leadership ofDilip
Vellodi, The Sutherland Group, Ltd., has
blossomed from a regional start-up organization into a global customer-management
company. This is one of the many reasons
whyVellodi has won RIT's College of
Business 1998 Herbert W. VandenBrul
Entrepreneurial Award.
Vellodi will be honored Wednesday,
March 25, with an invite-only noon luncheon. He will give the public keynote presentation, "Building a CorporationPeople, Vision, Leadership," at 2:30 p.m.
in room 1215, Max Lowenthal Building.
"It is especially fitting that the College
of Business is charged with the responsibility for awarding the Herbert W.
VandenBrul Award," says Lyn Pankoff,
dean, College of Business. "The award
symbolizes the links that join RIT and the
Rochester business community: innovation and the practical application of higher
learning."

Vellodi began his career as a consultant
to Merck, and then joined Xerox Corp.
where he held several assignments in operations, strategic planning and market
development. While at Xerox, he was
responsible for developing channels that
made it easier and more flexible for customers to do business with the company.
Vellodi founded Sutherland in 1986
because he believed there was a void in
the market for outsourcing customermanagement services.
Under the direction ofVellodi, Sutherland's employment has grown from 600 a
year ago to 1,500, including some 1, I 00 in
the Rochester area. The company's ability
to integrate people with technology and
strategic business processes has yielded an
annual growth rate of over 65 percent.
"Our approach to customer management perpetuates continual improvement.
It keeps us vigilant and is at the root of our
success," says Vellodi. "It has allowed us to

consistently provide our clients with a
competitive advantage."
Vellodi, active in several philanthropic
and civic organizations, won the Ernst &
Young 1997 Upstate New York
Entrepreneur of the Year award.
The Herbert W. VandenBrul Entrepreneurial Award, created at RIT in 1984,
goes annually to an individual who successfully developed a business that improves
the Rochester economy or whose innovative management skills have changed the
course of an existing business. Past winners
include L. Michael Hone and Jay Eastman,
PSC, Inc.; Valerie Mannix, Mercury Print
Productions; and Charles and Burton
August, Monro Muffler Brake, Inc.
During the event, the college will
announce the VandenBrul Student
Entrepreneurial Award winner, given
annually to an RIT undergraduate or
graduate student who displays enterprising management ability.
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Distance learning-an enabling tool for education
This column presents opinions and ideas from your peers on issues relevant to higher education. We welcome response and hope "Viewpoints" inspires discussion amongst you,
the RIT community. To suggest an idea for a column, e-mail to newsevents@rit.edu.
by Christine Geith, co-director, Educational Technology Center
RIT faculty are pioneers in distance
learning-many
have offered the first
degrees in their
fields in a flexible
format. Distance
learning, however,
is a misnomer. The
distances faculty
Chris Geith
bridge include the
distance to the back
of the classroom, the distance created by
another language or learning style, as well
as the distance to free time in a hectic
schedule. The explosion of technology,
especially networked technology, allows
faculty to design flexible learning options
for their students. It's also enabling RIT to
leverage its campus community wherever,
and however, learning takes place.
Today, about two-thirds of United
States colleges and universities offer
courses and degree programs using some
form of distance learning-from satellite
classrooms to Web-based, anytime, anywhere instruction. The growth in distance
learning is fueled by the needs of the new

majority of students (working adults, lifelong learners) and the rapid growth of the
World Wide Web and digital media.
The fastest-growing sector of higher
education taking advantage of these
opportunities is not traditional colleges
and universities, but corporate schools
like Motorola U., mega-universities like
the United Kingdom's Open University,
for-profit schools such as the University of
Phoenix, and online university consortia
such as California Virtual University and
the Western Governors University-all
offering what today's students say they
want: service, convenience and job-related
results.
Will some of these be diploma mills and
drive-through universities? We'll see.
Either way, how will RIT choose to
respond and carve out its niche in this
changing environment? RIT is already a
recognized leader in offering high-quality,
accredited programs through various distance-learning formats. The year 2000
marks our 20th year in distance learning.
Today, we offer 20 degree and certificate
programs to students around the world
with plans underway to nearly double that

number in the next five years. (To keep
this in perspective, the goal is to increase
distance learning to 10 percent of the total
enrollment.)
Our campus, through its facilities and
activities, provides a strategic advantage in
the world of virtual universities. John
Seely Brown and Paul Duguid in
"Universities in the Digital Age" published
in Change, say "The notion of a virtual
campus, we suspect, both underestimates
how universities and institutions work
and overestimates what communications
technologies do." Our campus is more
than just a place to take classes. It is the
hub of social and professional communities and the home of specialized facilities.
Our campus is a community of practice.
RIT's $13 million upgrade of the campus network enables us to extend our
community using the global network. For
example, virtually everything that goes on
in our labs can be simultaneously shared
live over the Internet with off-site partners
in a way that makes them collaborators in
the process. Campus events can now be
broadcast over the Internet and opened up
to global participation in real-time and in

a time-free mode. Special collections and
information based at RIT can be the cornerstone for global research communities.
Networked technologies will continue
to blur the boundaries between the physical and the online campus. Students and
faculty have all kinds of options for combining digital media and collaboration in
real-time and anytime, anywhere. Video,
audio, software, data-and even equipment control-can be shared over the network. Through these networked technologies we can extend our campus and
develop virtual communities of practice
that enhance our programs.
Unfortunately, distance learning, though
a well-known term, puts the emphasis on
"distance" when "learning" is what it's all
about. And though the term conjures up
images of a broadcast model of instruction, a collaborative model is truer to what
many RIT faculty are really doing. It's faculty and students working together who
define and create effective learning experiences, not technology. Technology is an
enabler, a tool in the hands of educators
and their classes.

New technology seminar for faculty will focus on latest technologies to enhance teaching
A campus-wide technology seminar has
been developed for the week following
graduation, offering faculty an opportunity to come together across college and
disciplinary lines to learn about teaching
with technology. The Summer Faculty
Institute on Technology will emphasize
three key themes-using the World Wide
Web in instruction, distance learning and
using technology in the new high-tech
classrooms.
Summer FIT is chaired by Marcia
Birken, professor, College of Science, and
Reno Antonietti, associate vice president,
Academic Services.
According to Birken, "the Summer FIT
program is reminiscent of the 'Eisenhower
Computer Workshops' held in the 1980s

when faculty first learned about computers."
She says, "now that computers pervade the
campus, networking and ethernet connections in classrooms and offices are making
a dramatic change in the way we teach.
Most importantly, students enter RIT
knowing how to use computers in ways
that faculty have never experienced."
Birken says Summer FIT has two goals:
to provide an opportunity for faculty from
across RIT to join together in studying
some of the latest technologies which may
enhance teaching and learning; and to give
faculty a means to learn more about teaching at a distance or in an asynchronous
manner (eliminating the boundaries of
time and space).

Pittsford teens work on micro-e projects at RIT
microelectronic engineering labs, designing and building chips.
"They were all in my advanced placement chemistry class," explains PittsfordMendon teacher Jim Shannon, "and they
said they wanted more."
Shannon met Lynn
Fuller, Motorola Professor
and microelectronic engineering department head,
and they worked out a
plan to give the students a
peek into what Shannon
calls "chemistry and the
amazing microchip."
Shannon has covered the
chemistry of electroplating, a key process in
microelectronics; Fuller
has introduced the students to electronics and
computer design.
"The interest level is
very high," says Shannon.
"We're doing stuff we
could never do at school,"
says Pittsford-Mendon
senior Adam Kravetz.
"We're using equipment
we would never even see,
like a scanning electron
microscope."
Fuller says he's
impressed with the
Motorola Professor Lynn Fuller helps Pittsford-Mendon senior Donna
students. "They're doing
Kim with her design for a micro device.
pretty good engineering."

The Faculty Institute on Technology
grew out of a concern voiced by faculty for
a strong need for support in learning new
technologies. The Dean's Council, the
Classroom Technology Group and the
Distance Learning Task Force, in conjunction with the RIT Strategic Plan, have all
recommended that this support come
from the top administration. The president and provost have agreed that the
Office of the Provost will sponsor a summer learning experience for faculty which
emphasizes pedagogical issues of teaching
with technology both on campus and at a
distance. Full-time faculty will be given
first preference.
Some skills will be prerequisite for
enrolling, including basic knowledge of
word processing and ability to use e-mail.
For the seminar, faculty should know
basic World Wide Web navigation. All of

these basic skills can be obtained through
workshops offered in Spring Quarter
through the Educational Technology
Center, Information Services and
Computing and Wallace Library.
A committee of more than 40 faculty
members, administrators and staff has been
working on the project. Antonietti and
Bir ken co-chair the steering committee.
Subcommittee areas and chairs are: topics,
Birken; logistics, David Cronister, ETC;
facilities, Robert Weeks, ISC; and ongoing
services, Marion French, Wallace Library.
Sessions will be hands-on whenever
possible and will also include a keynote
speaker, opportunities to meet and discuss
issues with colleagues, a barbecue at
Liberty Hill and more. For registration
and more information about the May
26-30 seminar, check out the Summer FIT
Web site: http://www.rit.edu/-ritfit/.

After-school activity has a new meaning
for 11 Pittsford-Mendon High School
seniors these days.
Twice a month, the students are spending the late afternoon hours in RIT's

MORE THAN 530 MILES OF CABLE . .. Michael Widman, Information Systems and Computing network
administrator and Jamie Aymerich, manager of operations, Telecommunications Services, take time to pose
with just a few thousand feet of the more than 2.8 million feet of state-of-the-art category 5 twisted pair cable
being installed in the George Eastman Building and throughout the academic side of campus. The cable is
connected to network switching equipment at locations in each building. These, in turn, connect to 8 million
feet offiber optic backbone network. The completed network includes more than 18,000 network connections
and will put RIT among the top five universities in the nation in terms of campus ethernet connections.
Installation of cable in the academic side of campus will be completed in November and follows a year-long
project that wired the residence halls in 1996, says Aymerich. "Connection of individual customer computers
will follow wiring completion," she notes. The wiring upgrade will provide high-speed data connections for
every office on campus.
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President of Ecological Design Institute to speak March 26
Most people who ask architects to design a
home request things like jacuzzi rooms,
cathedral ceilings and kitchens-to-die-for;
but some also seek earth-friendly abodes
made of"alternative building materials"
like straw bales, reclaimed redwood and
rammed earth. Similarly, some businesses
design the workplace as sustainable,
self-sufficient and energy-conservative as
possible.
Though not every architect can comply,
producing homes and buildings that will

last and live in ecological peace with the
planet has been the lifelong pursuit of
award-winning architect, professor and
author Sim Van der Ryn.
President of the nonprofit Ecological
Design Institute, Van der Ryn speaks
March 26 on "Ecological Design and Our
Environment's Future," opening the
spring segment of the 1997-98 Caroline
Werner Gannett Lecture Series. The event
begins at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March
26, in Webb Auditorium, James E. Booth
Building.

RIT dancers share "The Spirit and the Man:
ATribute to Michael Thomas"
In memory and recognition of the talent and brilliance of Michael Thomas, the
National Technical Institute for the Deaf Performing Arts and the RIT Dance
Company present, "The Spirit and the Man: A Tribute to Michael Thomas," 8 p.m.,
Thursday, March 26, through Saturday, March 28, and 2:30 p.m., Sunday, March
29, Robert F. Panera Theatre. The show, a tribute to the forme r RIT artist-inresidence who passed away Oct. 4, presents a collection of slides, video tapes and
live dances restaged by his former students.
Thomas came to RIT in 1988 to instruct deaf and hearing students after an
internationally-renowned career as a dancer and choreographer with companies
like The San Francisco Ballet and The Stuttgart Ballet.
Tickets-$5 for RIT students and senior citizens and $7 for all others-are for
sale at the NTID Box Office. For reservations or more information, call -6254
(V/TTY) or e-mail, NTIDTIX@rit.edu. Proceeds will benefit the Michael Thomas
Endowed Scholarship Fund.

A 33-year professor of architecture
(now emeritus) at the University of
California/Berkeley, Van der Ryn heads up
an architecture firm while running EDI.
He has promoted socially-responsible
design principals throughout his career
which began with his 1965-'71 stint with
Hirshen & Van der Ryn Architects. He
continued advocating and designing
for ecologically-sound structures during
his tenure with California when he oversaw the design and management of the
state's park system. To raise environmental awareness, he founded and led the
Farallones Institute (1974-'94), a nonprofit organization which designed and
managed urban and rural teaching and
research centers. EDI, he says, is the "outgrowth" ofFarrallones.
Van der Ryn continues the Gannett
series' past two years' theme, "Issues in the
Environment and Citizenship."
Each lecture in the free, public seriesinterpreted for deaf and hard-of-hearing
audiences-concludes with a reception.
Call -2929 for more information

Award-winning architect, professor and author Sim
Van der Ryn

Advertising photographer Richard Farber
presents March 24 Canon lecture

Distinguished U.S. philosophers take
part in April 3 symposium at RIT
Philosophy tackles complex questions
with the objective of figuring out clear-cut
answers, says Jack Sanders, professor,
College of Liberal Arts. Sanders has
arranged for leading thinkers to share
their investigation into timely concerns in
an upcoming symposium at RIT.
Six distinguished philosophers/
professors present their views and findings
in a Symposium on Political and Social
Philosophy on Friday, April 3, sponsored
by RlT's philosophy department and the
Institute for Humane Studies at George
Mason University. The symposium, free
and open to the public, offers three morning talks in room A205, Liberal Arts
Building, and two afternoon talks and a
panel discussion in room 1175, Chester F.
Carlson Center for Imaging Science.
At 9 a.m., Victoria Kamsler of Princeton
University presents "Feminism and
Political Theory" followed by N. Scott
Arnold from the University of Alabama at

10 a.m. with "Two Conceptions of
Political Philosophy" and Richard Miller
of Cornell University's Sage School of
Philosophy at 11 a.m. on "Cosmopolitan
Respect and Patriotic Concern."
David Schmidtz of the University of
Arizona discusses at 2 p.m. "Conceptions
ofJustice," and at 3 p.m. James Fishkin
from the University of Texas presents
"Overcoming the Democratic Dilemma:
Comments on Theory and Practice." Jan
Narveson from the University of Waterloo
joins the five speakers for the 4 p.m. panel
event.
Anyone who needs interpreting services
should contact Sanders at jtsgsh@rit.edu
or -2465 by March 27.
Societies build from a foundation of
philosophical theory, notes Sanders,
adding, "To paraphrase Immanuel Kant,
without theoretical underpinnings, practice is blind."

Photographer Robert Farber, whose images are known worldwide, will speak at RIT as part of the Canan
lecture series, in cooperation with the Schaal of Photographic Arts and Sciences.

His seven coffee table books have sold just
under a half-million copies. His book By
The Sea won the Art Director's Award for
color photography. He has had numerous
images published as posters and distributed worldwide. Now, Richard Farber
talks to the RIT community about his
career, which has included fine art photography and commercial work for the
fashion, beauty and advertising industry

as well as his most recent foray into film
directing.
Farber's visit on Tuesday, March 24, is
presented by Canon USA., Inc. in cooperation with RIT's School of Photographic
Arts and Sciences. He will speak from 7 to
9 p.m. in the Chester F. Carlson Center for
Imaging Science Auditorium; a reception
will follow. Posters will be available for
Farber to autograph after the lecture.

Defensive Driving course a "big hit"
If the driver behind you is tailgating, what should you do?
A: Tap your brake pedal to flash a warning.
B: Speed up.
C: Pull to the side of the road and let him pass.
D: Call him/her on your cell phone and tell him to back off.
If you didn't know that the correct answer is C, you might want to sign up for the
Defensive Driver course offered 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, March 28, in the Student
Alumni Union. Besides improving your driving skills, you can earn a certificate
from the National Safety Council that authorizes a 10 percent discount on your
auto insurance for three years. People who complete the program also can have
four points deducted from their driving record.
This is the second time RIT has given the program. The success of the first class,
held in February, prompted this one-day session. The teachers, both certified by the
National Safety Council, are Gary Caton and Dan Giblin of Campus Safety.
RlT faculty or staff members, their spouses and driving-age children can sign up
for the course for $25 per person. Class size is limited to the first 35, but additional
sessions may be scheduled in the future. To register, call Jim Papero, -7385.

ON THE MOVE ... Faculty members in the College of Science are moving into offices in the new section of
the building. Here, Hamad Ghazle, director of ultrasound technology, prepares ta unpack while Mike Falk
(standing) and Alex Lewis work an his computer.
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Students publish full-color magazine via virtual classroom
The concept of classroom learning was
turned on its ear recently as students in the
School of Photographic Arts and Sciences'
"Image to Press and Beyond" class completed production of Paradigm, a student
publication produced entirely over the
Internet. From concept and design to editing and prepress production, students
from Rochester to Dallas to Singapore
have done it all in their virtual classroom.
The final step in this three-month process-printing-took place all day Feb. 27
at RIT's CIMSPrint.
Professor Douglas Ford Rea praises the
ground-breaking nature of the class and
the precedent-setting role it can play in
education as well as in business. "In the
very near future, creative and technological teams will not work in the same room.
They will work like this, online and across
the world," he says. Rea along with Dennis
Floss, adjunct lecturer in SPAS, developed
the class and occupied all of the 10 weekly
chat room meetings to monitor student
participation. Together, the teaching pair
logged about 200 hours online.
The experience for many of the 25 students began as an opportunity to enhance
their technological skills and transfer
those to the workplace (a majority of the

students are RIT alumni). Instead, they
found themselves turned into writers and
online managers. The social dynamics
they encountered, in particular, surprised
many.
"I definitely went into this for the technology, but it was much more than I
expected. I learned so much about a whole
new way of communicating. As a group
we really didn't start communicating until
halfway into this," said Tom Ashe, a development engineer at Eastman Kodak
Company.
The 20-page magazine examines cultures and how groups maintain their identities within emerging technology. The
stories focus largely on Native Americans,
Latinos in Texas, Portuguese in California
and Buddhists in China. Narratives run
alongside photos both old and new. While
1,000 copies of Paradigm were printed, the
magazine can be viewed online at
www.rit.edu/-paradigm. The electronic
edition also features video footage of the
production process.
Rea and Floss will spend the next
few weeks evaluating the course and
making adjustments as necessary for the
fall offering. "All in all, I think it worked
out very well," says Floss. "Trying to

The 1998 "Puttin' on the RITz" set
for March 28 in B&L's Wintergarden

•

Young Lim Chung (left to right), Brian Jackson, Professor Douglas Ford Rea and Michael Dud nick review
pages of Paradigm, a magazine produced entirely online by RIT distance learners. Local members of the
"Image to Press and Beyond" class gathered to oversee the digital printing of the piece last month.

express visual concepts across the Internet,
across time and cultural barriers is no easy
task. And these students did it. On the

most fundamental level, they learned to
work together."

RIT sororities put on Women's Issues Week
RIT's Panhellenic Council, the governing
body for RIT sororities, sponsors
Women's Issues Week, Monday, March
23, through Thursday, March 26. Events
for the week include:
Information on issues concerning
women, like breaking the "glass ceiling," date rape, women and leadership,
eating disorders and breast cancer;
fundraiser for Sojourner House; 10
a.m.-2 p.m., Monday, March 23, and
Tuesday, March 24, Student Alumni
Union lobby;
If These Walls Could Talk, a film about
abortion; 8 p.m., March 23, location to
be announced;

Panel discussion focusing on successful
women and overcoming obstacles; features Linda Kuk, vice president, Student
Affairs; Jermaine Knapp, director,
Sojourner House; Sue Stewart, Institute
attorney; and Janet Sansone, RIT board
of trustees; 7-9 p.m., Thursday, March
26, SAU cafeteria.
"RIT's Panhellenic Council is always
looking for ways to promote the strength
and perseverance of women," says Molly
Peterson, advisor, Panhellenic Council,
and resident director. "Women's Issues
Week is one way that we can promote
awareness on our campus."
All events are free and open to the RIT
community. For more information, call
Peterson, -2930.

RIT photo students' talent and hard work win
big in well-known national competitions
This year's "Puttin' on the RITz" features a grazing-style dinner followed by dancing at Bausch & Lomb's
Wintergarden.

The Department of Food, Hotel and
Travel Management celebrates the 13th
annual "Puttin' on the RITz" extravaganza
on Saturday, March 28. The event takes
place at the Wintergarden at the new
Bausch & Lomb building in downtown
Rochester.
For an "Evening in the Garden," the
format has been changed to feature more
students and add a variety of new food
ideas. Guests will be able to sample pasta,
fresh seafood, cajun-style dishes, marinated
and grilled veggies, Greek cuisine and a

dessert buffet. Richard Sands, president
and CEO of Canandaigua Brands Inc.,
serves as honorary chair for this event; the
student chair is Jason Zebrowski.
Two students visiting from RIT's
American College of Technology and
Management in Croatia will help with the
preparations and attend the event. The
evening begins at 6:30 p.m.and dancing
follows dinner. Tickets are $85 for FHTM
alumni, spouses or parents; $125 for others, or $750 for a party of eight. Call -2867
for more information or reservations.

RIT's latest in-the-news stories
RIT maintains a high profile in the media,
gaining valuable visibility in major
national, trade, local and regional media.
Here is a sampling of recent placements:
The New York Times/The Wall Street
Journal/USA Today/Los Angeles
Times/Associated Press/Washington
Post-Jasper Shealy, College of
Engineering, featured in many stories
on use of helmets and ski safety
The Chronicle ofHigher EducationStory with photo on this year's "Big
Shot" of Brown's Race
Democrat and Chronicle-Major coverage
of the visit of Nobel Peace Prize winner
and former Polish President Lech Walesa
Democrat and Chronicle-Major coverage of the visit of Danny Glover and
Felix Justice
Democrat and Chronicle-RIT' s microelectronic engineering program featured
in a story on Monroe County as possible
site for a semiconductor manufacturing
facility

Democrat and Chronicle-Feature on
how RIT students from around the
world planned, designed and edited a
magazine entirely over the Internet
Democrat and Chronicle-RIT is a major
part of a feature on the growth of
women's ice hockey
• Democrat and Chronicle-Doug
Winton, Center for Multidisciplinary
Studies, featured for his unique science
teaching techniques
Democrat and Chronicle-RIT students
will help design a playground and
equipment for disabled patients at
Monroe Community Hospital
Democrat and Chronicle-Feature on
RIT student Meghan Rainone, Miss
Deaf America, visiting a class at
Brighton High School
Entrepreneur-Robert Barbato, College
of Business, part of story on how to
expand your business
Democrat and Chronicle----Op-ed by
James Buchanan, College of Liberal
Arts, on Kodak restructuring

Images like this one of a patient in a Buffalo mental
institution won Shannon Taggart second place in
Syracuse University's Alexia Competition.

Three School of Photographic Arts and
Sciences students have distinguished
themselves recently by winning prestigious national competitions. Shannon
Taggart and Christopher Lane placed second and received an award of special
recognition, respectively, in the Alexia
competition, named in honor of Alexia
Tsairis, a photojournalism student at the
S.I. Newhouse School of Public
Communications at Syracuse University
killed in the terrorist bombing of Pan Am
Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, in
1988. The goal of the contest is to encourage true photojournalists-those who can
further cultural understanding by conceiving concise, focused and meaningful
story proposals.
Taggart receives a $6,000 scholarship to
study photojournalism in London this fall
and a grant of$500 toward completing her
photo story on the lives of residents at an
outpatient mental institution in the
Buffalo area. "I did some research and
could only find one photographic study of
mental research and that was done in the

1970s," says Taggart. "I went into it
knowing nothing but the stereotypes. I
learned so much more. Maybe if people can
see what I saw, they wouldn't be afraid."
Lane receives a $1,600 scholarship to
study in London as well as $500 toward
finishing his proposal, "Islam's Secret
Children: The Pomaks ofSveta Petka," a
study of a Bulgarian people Lane came to
know during an educational exchange in
1996. "Their way oflife struck a deep chord
in me and I plunged into this ongoing project," he says.
Taggart and Lane, both seniors in the
SPAS visual journalism program, will have
six months to produce gallery-quality
prints based on their proposals.
Amy Beaudreau, also a senior in the
visual journalism program, won a fellowship to the well-respected Poynter

This rare image of a young Bulgarian woman being
taught the Koran was captured by Alexia
Competition-winner Christopher Lane.

Institute for Media Studies. The fellowship
goes to college juniors and seniors or graduate students who excel at newspaper or
magazine design, graphic design, illustration, photography and Web design.
Beaudreau's fellowship runs June 12
through July 10.

...........................................................................................................................................................................
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Spring thesis shows
Bevier Gallery hosts a series of graduate thesis shows now through May
13. The first exhibit of graduate work
by M.F.A. candidates in the School
of Art, the School of Design and the
School for American Crafts opened
March 16 and runs through April 1.
A reception will be held in the gallery, James E. Booth Building, from
5 to 7 p.m. on Friday, March 20. For
more information, call-2646.

"Native voices" event
"Native Voices," a free symposium
on contemporary Native American
issues, will be held on RIT's campus
Friday, March 27, and Saturday,
March 28. The program includes
videos by Native Americans, a presentation ofNative American college student papers and a look at art
created by Native Americans. Luci
Tapahonso, a Navajo poet and associate professor of English at the
University of Kansas, will give the
keynote address. A traditional
Iroquois social will be held Saturday
evening at the Rochester Museum
and Science Center. For more information and a schedule of events, call
R.J. Chavez, Center for Student
Transition and Support, -7433.

International party
RIT's Global Union presents their
First Anniversary Gala, 6 p.m.,
Saturday, March 28, Center for
Integrated Manufacturing Studies.
An international banquet, bellydancing performance and an
evening of music and dancing celebrate Global Union's first year on
the RITcampus. Tickets-$10 for
RIT students, $12 for RIT faculty/
staff and $15 for general public-are
for sale in the Global Union office,
A448-446, Student Alumni Union.
For more information, call-3169 or
e-mail, globalun@rit.edu.

Serious and fun films
The School of Photographic Arts
and Sciences' Visiting Artists and
Lecturers/ Screening Series showcases The Loneliness of the Long
Distance Runner at 2 p.m. on March
22. Catch "Laurel and Hardy Rare
Shorts: An Afternoon of Films
Unseen for Thirty Years" at2 p.m.
on March 29. Both days' screenings
take place in the Chester F. Carlson
Center for Imaging Science Auditorium. Today, March 19, Duane
Palyka, a computer animator from
Industrial, Light and Magic presents
a history and a look at the state of the
art in computer animation and
graphics. The talk takes place from
I to 4 p.m. in the CIS Auditorium.
All events are free, open to the public
and handicapped-accessible. For
more information, call-2743.

Female student award
It's time to turn in nominations for
RIT's Women's Council Award for
Outstanding Female Senior. The
award, first presented in 1996, honors a senior female student who has
demonstrated high scholarship
achievement while surmounting
difficult circumstances. The honoree
will receive a small monetary award
and certificate; four runners-up
receive certificates of acknowledgement. Faculty and staff wishing to
nominate students should submit
name, address and program, a
detailed explanation of the student's
situation and background by the
Friday, April 3 deadline. For award
criteria or other information, contact Fred Smith, secretary of the
Institute and assistant to the president, -7021 fax or FWS0157@rit.edu.
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Central images make building Web pages easier
Response has been overwhelmingly positive to the launch of a new look for the RIT
home page. In the month since the Feb. 3
new page roll-out, RIT On Line recorded
2.3 million page retrievals or "hits" from
more than 370,000 distinct hosts or users
and more than 140,000 hits on the main
home page. RIT pages are accessed about a
half-million times per week.
The RIT Online Committee is working
with campus departments to assist them in
updating their pages to match the new format. The new look was designed by Colleen
Clarke, art director, University Publications, and features a multi-color masthead
using the RIT logo-type and a segmented
tool-bar on a white background. Clicking
on Web help provides a quick, easy instruction page on how to build pages matching
the new design.
According to Diane Barbour, chief
information officer, there are significant
advantages to following the recommended
procedures. "First, by pointing your image
tags to the central image repository, you
enable the webmaster to dynamically update
pages without your intervention. As an
example, if one of the banner images on the
RIT home page changes, it will also change
on any individual page, because both
pages actually use the same image files."
Jon Erdman, who serves as RIT's technical webmaster urges page creators not to
download copies of the masthead images
to individual grace accounts for use in
department pages, as this makes it much
more difficult to make any changes to the
RIT site as a whole. "If you make use of the
Server Side Includes provided for your
use, you will only have to add a few lines of
HTML to your pages to make them fit in
with the new look and feel of the RIT site,"
he says.
"Lastly, by placing the department's
www account e-mail address on all pages
(instead of webmaster@rit.edu), page creators will receive direct feedback about the
site, such as information about broken
links or outdated information," says
Erdman. Content providers can choose to

forward the e-mail from the department's
www Grace account to the person responsible for the maintenance of your site.
Barbour also stresses the importance of
timeliness, both in keeping page content
current and responding to Web e-mail.
"When contacted via email there is an
obligation to respond to the person who
sent the message in a reasonable timeframe, just like you would a telephone
call," she says.
The webmaster has created four Server
Side Include files to simplify creation of
pages in the style of the new RIT home
page. SSis are a method of including one
section of HTML code in multiple pages,
and are very useful for things such as banners, headers and footers. By using them,
you need only type one SSI tag to include a

common section of HTML that might be
composed of 50 lines of code.
Another advantage is that if you later
find it necessary to change some of this
common information (such as the phone
number in an address), you need only edit
the HTML code in the include and the
change will immediately appear in all the
pages that include that file.
For a full explanation of the capabilities
and use ofSSis, please consult the SSI section of the RIT Web Help Corner.
Barbour also says the RIT On Line
Committee will initiate an advertising
campaign to let users know about resources
available on the Web, such as the RIT telephone directory and the special events calendar. Both are available from the "tool
bar" at the top of the main page.

CELEBRATING RIT TOGETHERNESS . .. RIT's third annual Celebration of Community, held March 16,
featured speakers, a tree-lighting ceremony on the Quarter Mile and a reception in the Student Life Center
lobby. The event, sponsored by Center for Residence Life and Residence Hall Association, "is the campus's
way of letting people know visually how committed they are to the RIT community, " says Karey Pine,
assistant director of residential education, Residence Life. Shown are members of the University Relations
Division decorating their "adopted" tree in preparation of the celebration.

Diversity and equality advocates needed to fill RIT's
expanded Commission for Promoting Pluralism
The Commission for Promoting Pluralism
seeks eight new members as it expands
from 12 to 15 members and fills five
vacancies, Commissioner Alfreda Brooks
says.
Founded in 1991, the commission
sponsors and helps fund many campus
programs including Martin Luther King
Day events, Take Your Daughter to Work
Day and the upcoming Native Voices
Symposium. A major annual event is the
Conference on Racism, which takes place
April 19-20 this year. The conference,
open to the general public and the RIT
community, provides a forum for discussion of an issue-racism-of national as
well as local importance.
"The commission's goal," says Brooks,
"is to ensure that RIT is a place that is supportive of diverse groups and where all
community members feel welcome and
appreciated.We know that goal is supported by Dr. Simone, the administration
and the Board of Trustees. We all must
work together to make this a reality."
Prospective commission members need
to have a personal commitment and interest in issues of inclusiveness, justice and
equity, Brooks says. This includes a desire

to speak out against inequities wherever
they may be found in the university and a
willingness to participate in the commission's efforts to monitor institutional
behavior and activities that impact diversity. Members must also be able to attend
monthly meetings and sponsored events.
For more information, to volunteer or

to make a nomination, contact Brooks
at-4993 (V/TTY). Nominations are due
by March 31. A four-member subcommittee will make recommendations to the full
commission, which will make the final
decisions. Members serve two-year terms,
renewable for one additional two-year
term.

LET THE GAMES BEGIN ... New York State
Parks Commissioner Bernadette Castro came to
Rochester last month to officially kick off plans for
the 1998 Empire State Games to be held in
Rochester this summer. At a news conference at the
Rochester Riverside Convention Center, Castro said
the Empire Games will bring more than 7,000
athletes to Rochester July 22-26 and have an
economic impact on the area of between $6 million
and $8 million. Opening ceremonies will be held at
Frontier Field. RIT will host competition in men's
basketball, ice hockey, archery, synchronized swimming, tennis and weightlifting. Cindee Gray, RIT's
director of community relations and special events,
is chairing the local group's marketing and college
and university activities.

ISC creates new searchable names/e-mail database that can be updated;
directory could become RIT's future phone book
The March issue ofISC News contained an
article by Chris Mason about a new e-mail
directory server. Since the information may
be of broad interest and may have been
missed by some, here's a summary of the
article. For complete details, though, refer
to "LDAP-RIT e-mail directory server,"
page 5, ISC News, March 1998 ( or see
http:/lwww.rit.edu!ISC/Publications).

Information Systems and Computing
staff have created a new database that
includes the names and e-mail addresses
of faculty, staff and students with an RIT
e-mail address. It is searchable, it can be
edited (added to, updated, etc.) by each
individual, and it can be reached through
the Web (http://www.rit.edu/lookup ).
The site includes directions that make it

easy for individuals to add an impressive
amount of information to their own
entries: telephone, fax and TTY numbers;
job title; department; room number and
building name; mailing address; home
address and phone are among the options.
To make this a truly useful service, faculty and staff should take a look and add to
their data. This directory may someday be
RIT's "phone book."
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RIT speech recognition work goes "laptop"
The expansion of technology used in classrooms at RIT and other schools, particularly to benefit deaf and hard-of-hearing
students, has received a significant boost
thanks to the Spencer Foundation. The
foundation awarded $113,200 to the
National Technical Institute for the Deaf
to support a two-year project to adapt new
speech recognition technology for realtime, speech-to-text transcription.
This project, led by Michael Stinson
with Barbara McKee, both associate professors and research associates with
NTID's educational and career research
department, will support deaf and hardof-hearing college students in mainstream
classrooms.
Building on prior work from the C-Print
Project funded by the U.S. Department of
Education, the speech recognition project
employs a laptop computer, a speech
recognition system and a stenomask. As
the instructor speaks, a hearing intermediary (or captionist) dictates into the
speech recognition system in the computer, which converts the dictated words
into print. The system provides a real-time
display for the student to read in the classroom and also stores a text file from which
a hard copy can be printed.
"Speech recognition is a rapidly evolving, exciting technology," says Stinson.
"It's time to begin using it to support the
learning of deaf and hard-of-hearing students. Using speech recognition as a support service for deaf and hard-of-hearing
students is a first step in a potentially wide
variety of applications involving speech
recognition. We hope these applications
can make a dramatic difference in the education of many deaf and hard-of-hearing
people."
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Heart health
RIT's Student Health Center sponsors a free, public seminar, "Matters
of the Heart," 11 a.m.-1 :30 p.m.,
Wednesday, April 1, Student
Alumni Union lobby. "The goal of
the program is to promote cardiovascular health and knowledge
through exercise, proper use of
equipment and nutrition information," says Dr. Martin Zinaman,
staff physician, Student Health
Center. The keynote address, "The
Importance of Exercise in Cardiovascular Health and Longevity," will
be presented by Dr. Toshio
Akiyama, a cardiologist with Strong
Memorial Hospital, noon-I p.m.,
1829 Room, SAU. For more information, contact Zinaman, -2985, or
JMZSHC@rit.edu.

Chance for free book
Joyce Gambacurta, captionist with NTID's C-Print project, captions a class lecture for Don Carter, an
industrial drafting student from Middlebourne, West Virginia.

The project team will work to develop
an easy-to-use system that requires little
training. Consequently, interpreters,
teacher aids, notetakers and others should
be able to produce text that keeps up
closely with the speech of the classroom
teacher. The system will enable a captionist to produce text at a rate of approximately 100 words per minute. The project
team also plans to determine the extent to
which students comprehend and remember information from a short lecture when
presented via the speech recognition system. To discover and describe student perceptions of the system's effectiveness, the

team will conduct a naturalistic interview
study.
Overall, the project will address the critical need to develop and research innovative methods to improve the delivery of
instruction for deaf students who are in
mainstreamed classrooms, at all levels of
instruction.
The Spencer Foundation says its primary
mission is to investigate ways in which
education can be improved for all people
around the world. To achieve this goal, the
foundation supports high-quality investigation of education through its research
programs.

RIT's annual United Way campaign kicks off, though
with a sad note; untimely death of one poster star
a few weeks beyond his first birthday when
he died on Sept. 25, 1996. The beautiful,
healthy baby was a victim of Sudden Infant
Death Syndrome, which claims the lives of
7,000 infants each year in this country.
Sheryl and her husband, Richard,
turned to SIDS Greater Rochester Parents
Support Chapter, a branch of the national
SIDS Alliance and a service provider supported by the United Way.
"I needed to know how people survive
this," says Sheryl. Talking to other parents
helped ease the grief, and convinced the
deNormands to have another baby. Last
August, Sheryl, Richard and daughter
Stephanie, age 4, rejoiced in the birth of
Alexander.
Sheryl remains active with the local
SIDS support group, helping other parents
and raising money for research. Her work
is a memorial to Ben."I still feel that he's a
big part of our lives," she says.

Book lovers should make their way
to RIT's Campus Connections each
month to sign up for a free drawing.
The bookstore selects a different
popular novel for each drawing,
usually set for the last weekday of the
month, explains Jane Ryan, manager
of general books. On Tuesday,
March 31, the winner will receive
an autographed copy of Mernnoch
The Devil by Anne Rice. April's
drawing will be for an autographed
copy of Lost Man's River by Peter
Matthiessen. Campus Connections
is open various hours Monday
through Saturday.

A gathering in D.C.
The National Center for Remanufacturing and Resource Recovery at
RIT cosponsored the first Remanufacturing Industries Symposium
Feb. 23-24 in Washington, D.C.
Center Director Nabil Nasr, U.S.
Rep. Louise Slaughter and New York
- -Sen.ToeMorelli were speakers,
along with representatives from the
White House Council on Environmental Quality, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, U.S. Department
of Defense and Argonne National
Laboratory. Topics discussed
included technical research, legal
challenges facing the remanufacturing industry and the future of
remanufacturing.

RIT's United Way steering committee
enlisted students to help create the posters.
School of Photographic Arts and Sciences
photo major Shawn Davis took the photographs. Michael Ostrowski, a senior
applied art and computer graphics major,
National Technical Institute for the Deaf,
designed the posters.

Linda Lagree (left) and her niece, Colleen McDonald, share a hug outside School of the Holy Childhood.
Colleen passed away suddenly on March 10.

The familiar United Way pledge cards will
show up in campus mailboxes this week;
the annual RIT campaign has begun.
For some, United Way is just another
charity, an organization that provides services they never expect to need. Many others, however, have personal connections
to the United Way. Posters going up
around campus tell two such stories.
One is especially poignant. Colleen
McDonald, featured in the "Colleen's
World" poster, died unexpectedly on
March 10, just as the poster went to press.
Her family decided to go ahead with the
poster because of the importance of the
message.
"Colleen was so excited to be involved
in this," says her aunt, Linda Lagree,
administrative assistant to RIT's associate
provost for outreach programs. "The
poster will be a tribute to her life."
Colleen accomplished a great deal in

her 28 years, and much of her success can
be attributed to School of the Holy
Childhood, a United Way service provider
that educates and trains mentally-challenged children and adults. She began
attending the school when she was 8.
When she turned 21, Colleen stayed on to
work in the school's Special Touch Bakery,
which makes pies for about 40 local
restaurants and private clubs.
She loved her job, and had an active life
outside of work. Colleen was a devoted
Buffalo Bills fan, liked to go to the movies,
participated in Special Olympics and
helped out at home. "She was a wonderful
person," says Lagree. "Very independent.
The program at Holy Childhood made a
big difference in her life."
Sheryl deNormand, associate director
of financial operations, Financial Aid,
agreed to share her story for another
United Way poster. Her son, Ben, was just

Sheryl deNormand often visits the cemetery where her son, Ben, is buried. Her daughter, Stephanie, and son,
Alexander, frequently accompany her.
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NEWS
• Skip Battaglia, associate professor, College
of Imaging Arts and Sciences, has been
awarded a $10,000 grant from the Film and
Media Program, New York State Council on
the Arts. This individual artist grant is toward
the production of Second Nature, a 35mm
animated film short, to be fully designed and
hand-drawn by Battaglia. The production
grant is to be administered through the
Pyramid Arts Center, Rochester. Soundtrack
will be by the Rochester experimental music
and performance group F'loom.
• Eugene Fram, J. Warren McClure Research
Professor of Marketing, College of Business,
has an article, "The Customer Penalty Box,"
in the Fall 1997 issue of Marketing Management. The article analyzes the trend for
companies to institute punitive service fees.
In early February, Fram presented a seminar
in Honolulu, sponsored by the Alger Foundation and the United Way, on The Corporate
Model for Nonprofit Organizations.
• Linda Kuk, vice president, Student Affairs,
was recently elected vice president ofNAPSA,
the student affairs professional association
which has more than 7,000 members

MAKERS

internationally. She begins her three-year
term in July.
• Jane Munt, staff chair, study skills and
college restoration programs/ Academic
Success in College Conference, Learning
Development Center, has won the Reading
Educator Emeriti Award from State
University of New York at Brockport's
Department of Education and Human
Development. The annual award is given to
an outstanding alumnus demonstrating
excellence in the qualities admired in a
teacher.
• Albert Paley, professor and artist-in-residence, College of Imaging Arts and Sciences,
saw several of his sculptures, which had been
commissioned by the Victoria and Albert
Museum in London, dedicated in late
November. Individual sculptures were
presented to major museum patrons including the British and American attache. One of
the sculptures has become part of the permanent collection at the museum. In conjunction with the trip, Paley also lectured at the
Victoria and Albert Museum and the Royal
College of Art.

OBITUARY

Lillian Miller
Lillian Miller, 1981-'82 Caroline
Werner Gannett Professor in the
Humanities at RIT and historian of
American culture and editor of the
Charles Willson Peale Papers, National
Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian
Institution, passed away Nov. 27 at
Georgetown Hospital, Md.
"Lillian Miller was a most distinguished art historian. Her series oflectures at RIT and her reputation as a
scholar brought great honor to the
Caroline Werner Gannett professorship
in its earliest years," says Mary Sullivan,
professor and 1977-'87 dean of General
Studies (now College ofLiberal Arts).
"RIT has lost a longstanding friend, and
those of us who remember her well have
lost a model of scholarly devotion and
integrity."
Miller, who held degrees from Radcliff College and Columbia University,
worked at the Smithsonian until the
time of her death. She is survived by her
husband, Nathan Miller, their children
and grandchildren. The National
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• Thomas Pray, professor of decision

• Peggy Tirrell, assistant director of gradu-

sciences and director of Advanced
Management Institute, and Steven Gold,
associate professor of finance, College of
Business, received an award for best paper at
the 1998 Association for Business Simulation
and Experiential Learning Conference held in
Hawaii. The paper is "Technological Change
and Intertemporal Movements in Consumer
Preferences in the Design of Computerized
Business Simulations with Market
Segmentation."

ate student services, College of Business,
recently became a certified Zenger Miller
management training systems instructor.
Zenger Miller, an international consulting
and business training firm, offers systems and
services helping organizations enhance individual job performance, teamwork and overall corporate competitiveness.
• Daniel Vilenski, registrar, has been
appointed to the facilities management
committee of the American Association of
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers
for a year term beginning this April. The
AACRA Board of Directors apppointed him,
with a possiblity of reappointment for two
more years.
• Janet Zandy, associate professor, College
of Liberal Arts, presented a paper, "Workers
Memorial Day-April 28-Remembering the
Dead, Fighting for the Living," at the
American Studies Association conference
held in Washington, D.C. She also gave a
paper, "The Job, the Job: The Risks of Work
and the Uses of Texts," at the Modern
Language Association conference held in
Toronto this December.

• John Roman, director, Campus
Connections, was elected chair of the steering
committee of the Large Stores Group at its
annual meeting held in Providence, R.l., Feb.
14. He also facilitated a workshop and discussion on "Implementing Strategic Change in
the College Store" for directors of member
stores.
• Frank Romano, professor, College of
Imaging Arts and Sciences, recently authored
two books for the Graphic Arts Technical
Foundation: The GATF Encyclopedia of
Graphic Communications and The Timetables
of Communication.

Athenaeum outreach grows; membership soars
They say things get better with age. That
certainly seems to be the case with the
Athenaeum, the 11-year-old, RIT-supported organization run by and for men
and women age 50 or older who seek continued challenges, networking opportunities and social activities.
The 1998 winter term saw a 7.2 percent
increase in membership over the same
time last year. The trial membership program, available to first-time members,
allows a sampling of as many courses as
desired in art, language, history, writing
and other areas of study; it's up to 20
members from 13 a year ago. And class
sizes continue to grow, some boasting as
many as 89 registrants.
All of this pleases Rosie Sepos, program
director, Athenaeum. She credits a number of factors for the continued success.
"I'd have to say that first and foremost,
our increasing numbers have to do with

our members talking one-on-one with
their friends and telling them about us,"
she says. "On top of that I think we've had
a very effective marketing program. We've
had a lot of opportunities to go out into
the community and tell people about what
we're doing. It's been about taking advantage of opportunities that have come our
way."
Representatives for the Athenaeum
have attended local community group
meetings such as those held by the
Pittsford Senior Citizens. And volunteers
from the organization will work the
upcoming WXXI-TV Pledge Drive. This
effort to raise public awareness of what's
available at the Athenaeum appears to be
working. With a full schedule of courses
set for the spring term, all indications are
that more and more members will join
this "community oflearning," says Sepos.

Lillian Miller in a photograph taken at RIT in
1981

Portrait Gallery will hold a memorial
service for her at 3 p.m. on May 8.

RIT wrestlers excel in the gym, and in class
Prior to this year's National
Collegiate Athletic Association
wrestling tournament, RIT's best
finish in the national competition was 10th place. This year,
thanks to a first-place finish by
junior Matt Hamill, the Tigers
placed eighth at Upper Iowa
University. RIT also earned an
award for the team's combined
3.11 Grade Point Average-the
seventh highest in the nation.
"It was a great weekend for
RIT wrestling," says head coach
Ron Gross. "These guys worked
hard all year and improved each
match; I am proud of them all.
We stress excellence in the classroom, and that academic award
was as meaningful as the eighthHitting the mat and the books . .. RIT's wrestling team placed
place finish."
eighth in the national tournament and earned an award for the
Hamill, who ranked Allseventh-best team grade point average in the nation. Both are
American and first-place finisher
school records.
in the tournament last year for
the 167-pound division, walked
as they raised their open hands over their
through the 190-pound weight class for
heads and shook them, the equivalent of
another national title and first-place
finish. He has become the first RIT
clapping in sign language.
"It was really incredible to see how he
wrestler to repeat as national champion.
won the fans over," says Gross. "Before the
"Matt is a very special wrestler," commatch no one there knew how to applaud
ments Gross. "He has been the heart and
for him and they saw our guys doing it;
soul of this team and the things that he has
next thing you know, the gym is silent and
accomplished have been incredible."
Named the Tournament's Outstanding
everyone is waving their hands. It was a
moment I'll never forget."
Wrestler (he pinned all of his opponents),
Teammate Tony Wallace ( 177) wrestled
Hamill received an award for most pins in
his way to a seventh-place finish also makthe shortest amount of time. Hamill' s
ing him an All-American. Justin Lynn
enthusiasm and prowess won over the
(142) and Tom Massaro (150) were
crowd of2,000; in his final match the
named Academic All-Americans.
entire crowd cheered on the deaf wrestler
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