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President Clinton visits RIT

RIT inspe ct i o n
course ‘t a kes off’

Ge a ring up fo r
Middle St ate s
Ac c re d i t ation 

At the invi t a tion of B . Thomas Gol i s a n o, RIT tru s tee and the fou n d er and ch a i rman of Paych ex In c . , Pre s i d ent Bill Clinto n
paid a visit to RIT on De c . 1 4 . The fo rm er pre s i d ent tou red the B. Thomas Golisano Coll ege of Co m pu ting and In fo rm a ti o n
S ci en ces prior to giving a 50-minu te pre sen t a tion to stu d en t s , f a c u l ty, s t a f f , tru s tees and invi ted guests. C l i n ton talked abou t
his wo rk to address wo rld probl ems throu gh the Clinton Gl obal In i ti a tive . He also saluted RIT for cultiva ting the next gen er-
a tion of sci en tists and en gi n e ers but wa rn ed that the Un i ted St a tes is in danger of losing its co m peti tive ed ge as fewer
Am erican stu d ents pu rsue te ch n ol o gical care er pa t h s . “W h a tever your pol i ti cs , t h ere should be an insistent demand by
Am erican ci ti zens that we dra m a ti c a lly incre a se the nu m ber of pe ople we are edu c a ting in sci en ce , en gi n e ering and te ch n ol-
o gy. It is pivotal to the futu re that you hope to have .” C l i n ton is the fou rth fo rm er U. S . pre s i d ent to appear at RIT— foll owi n g
visits by Pre s i d ents Fo rd , C a rter and Ge o rge H.W. B u s h . A. Sue Weisler | photographer

Nearly 150 RIT faculty and staff are
lending their focus to reaffirm the
university’s commitment to student
success, particularly as it relates to
a global society.

The team is taking part in a self-
study effort for reaccreditation by
the Middle States Association.
Participants have been assigned to
one of five subcommittees examin-
ing institutional value proposition
and governance, resources and
administration, assessment, enroll-
ment and student support, and fac-
ulty and curriculum.

Each group will submit findings,
which will be used in assembling a
draft report, to the steering commit-
tee in March. Administrators and
the RIT community will have an
opportunity to offer feedback on
the report this fall.

“This self-study will enable us to
assess our strengths and challenges
within the context of our mission
and goals,” says Thomas Rico, pro-
fessor of art at NTID and steering
committee chair. “In accomplishing
this, we may be able to identify
strategies that respond to some
of these challenges and help us
recognize additional opportunities
for growth and development as
a university.”

This is the initial phase of RIT’s
10-year reaccreditation process. In
March 2007, the university will host
a peer review team assembled by the
Middle States Commission on
Higher Education, which will con-
duct an on-site evaluation.

For more information on the
accreditation process, visit
http://www.rit.edu/~accredit/. ■
Paul Stella | pbscom@rit.edu

MLK honore d
on Ja n . 1 7
R I T’s
Com m i s s i on
for Prom o ti n g
P lu ra l i s m wi ll
h o s t t h e 2 4 t h
a n nu a l Ma rti n
Lut h er Ki n g D ay
cel ebra ti on a t
4 p. m . , Tu e s d ay,
Ja n . 1 7 , i n In gl e
Au d i toriu m , S tu den t Alu m n i Un i on .
Th e key n o te ad d re s s , “ L ivi n g,
Le a rn i n g a n d Ach i evi n g i n a G l ob a l
Worl d ,” wi ll be del ivered by Ca lvi n
Mack i e , a profe s s or, s pe a ker, a ut h or
a n d i nven tor.

In 1992, he co-founded Channel
ZerO, an educational and motiva-
tional consulting company, and
he has been active on the public
speaking circuit for over 15 years
giving motivational presentations
to numerous educational, civic
and corporate institutions.

He has won numerous awards
including the 2003 National Title
One Distinguished Graduate for
Louisiana, 2002 Black Engineer of
the Year Award for College Level
Educators, 2002 New Orleans Data
News Weekly Trailblazer Award, and
the Pi Tau Sigma/ASME Excellence
in Teaching Award in Mechanical
Engineering for 2000 and 2002.

In 1999, he received a patent on
a device to retrofit luggage stowbins
on Boeing 737 and 757 commercial
airliners.

He is the author of A View from
the Roof: Lessons for Life and
Business.

The celebration is free and
open to the RIT community.

For more information, call
475-4993 or visit www.rit.edu/
diversity. ■

Vienna Carvalho | vnccom@rit.edu

C a lvin Ma ck i e

Pilots of l i gh t - s port airc ra f t — su ch 
as powered parachutes—can inspect
and maintain pers onal crafts wi t h
ex pertise after com p l eting a new,
federa lly approved , 16-hour inspec-
ti on co u rse of fered by RIT.

The Federal Avi a ti on
Ad m i n i s tra ti on has gra n ted RIT
a pproval to issue the Ligh t - S port
Ai rc raft Rep a i rm a n’s Certi fic a te wi t h
In s pecti on Ra ti n g. R I T’s Ligh t - S port
Ai rc ra f t / Powered - Pa rachute
In s pecti on Co u rs e , the on ly one of
its kind in the nati on , is of fered
8 a.m. to 6 p. m . Sa tu rd ays and
Su n d ays on ce a mon t h . The first ses-
s i on was held on Dec . 1 7 — t h e
102nd annivers a ry of the Wri gh t
bro t h ers’ first powered fli gh t . Th e
n ext classes are on Feb. 18 and 19.

Su ccessful com p l eti on of t h e
co u rse gives the own ers of ex peri-
m ental ligh t - s port airc raft the abi l i ty
to perform annual inspecti ons that
would otherwise need to be con-
du cted by an airport mechanic at
con s i dera ble co s t , according to Kevi n
Koch ers ber ger, RIT assoc i a te profe s-
s or of m echanical en gi n eering and
co u rse instru ctor. Certi fic a ti on is
valid for the lifetime of the holder.
In s pe ction cou rse , pa ge 4

Wh en som eone thinks of RIT men’s
h ockey, a winning trad i ti on is of ten
the first thing bro u ght up in conver-
s a ti on . Two nati onal ch a m p i on s h i p s ,
nine ECAC titles and 13 trips to the
NCAA Ch a m p i onship To u rn a m en t s
in the last 25 seasons are evi den ce of
the Ti gers’ su cce s s .

For most of this ru n , Ti ger fans
h ave been able to share in the acti on
t h ro u gh the familiar sounds of t h ree
m en . Ra n dy Bl oech l , Ch ris Lerch and
Ed Tref z ger have been behind the
m i c roph on e s , de s c ri bing all of t h e
acti on over the airw aves of W I T R- F M
(89.7) du ring the last qu a rter cen tu ry.

All three men are 1984 gradu a te s
of R I T. Bl oechl earn ed his bach el or ’s
degree in bu s i n e s s , Lerch in app l i ed
s of t w a re scien ce and Tref z ger in
m echanical en gi n eeri n g.

E ach took different paths to the
broadcast boo t h . Tref z ger was the sta-
ti on manager at WITR for his final two
ye a rs as an under gradu a te , and he hired
Bl oechl to try his hand at broadc a s ti n g
in the fall of 1 9 8 2 . For the first 15 sea-
s on s , Tref z ger worked more on the
technical side , producing the broad-
c a s t s , before joining the booth full ti m e
as the host of the pre - game show and as
a co l or analyst in the mid 1990s.

Lerch was bro u ght into the boo t h
du ring the 1995-1996 season , ori gi-
n a lly as an intervi ew bet ween peri od s
to discuss his wee k ly co lumn as the
Divi s i on III co lumnist for Un i ted
S t a tes Co ll ege Hockey Online
( w w w. u s ch o. com ) . A year later, Lerch
j oi n ed Tref z ger as the main co l or
a n a lys t . The crew has thrived since ,
and the three men , who did not
k n ow each other while under gradu-
a te s , h ave become best fri en d s . Th ei r
f ri endship has all owed for good
ch em i s try — tu rning the broadc a s t s
i n to a co h e s ive , i n form a tive and of ten
times hu m orous produ cti on .

“We do this because we love RIT.

It’s our way of giving back and we
l i ke hockey,” s ays Bl oech l .

This season , with RIT making the
jump to Divi s i on I, the sch edule has
i n c re a s ed to 35 ga m e s . The tri o
admits the time com m i tm ent is ch a l-
l en ging to their families, e s pec i a lly
wh en they do not get paid for thei r
work on the airw aves and have to
t a ke vac a ti on time to travel on cer-
tain road tri p s . In their day job s ,
Lerch is the head of technical servi ce s
at RIT’s Wa ll ace Libra ry. Bl oechl is an
accountant for Spo l eta Con s tru cti on
in Roch e s ter. Tref z ger owns his own
database programming and In tern et
devel opm ent business and produ ce s

an In tern et - on ly trade publ i c a ti on 
c a ll ed Jazz We e k.

RIT men’s hockey He ad Coach
Wayne Wi l s on is apprec i a tive of wh a t
the men bring to the progra m .

“Th ey are a part of R I T’s history,”
s ays Wi l s on . “Th ey ’ve been aro u n d
and seen almost every game du ri n g
this ti m e . Not many people wo u l d
h ave been as loya l , s pending ti m e
aw ay from their families to travel wi t h
u s , and do it for no pay. We are very
fortu n a te to have them .”

No t on e of t h em h a s p l a n s to
h a n g u p t h e m i c roph on e s oon .

“ I ’m with my three best fri ends and
we have fun doing this,” s ays Bl oech l .
“ Un til it stops being fun, I plan on
doing this for as long as I can.”

“We take pri de in the fact that we
could provi de a top - n o tch , qu a l i ty
broadc a s t , while injecting some per-
s on a l i ti e s , adding hu m or and havi n g
f u n ,” s ays Tref z ger. “ P lu s , I don’t
think any one of us wants to be the
first one to stop.” ■

Joe Venniro | jtvsid@rit.edu

The vo i ces of RIT hockey, f rom left to ri gh t , C h ris Lerch , Ra n dy Bloe chl and Ed Tref z ger.
John Narewski | photographer

Trio ce l e b rates 25 years in bro a d cast boo t h

The next RIT men’s hockey game
is 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 14, versus
Oswego State at Ritter Arena.



Alum helps baby Noo r
An RIT alu m nus played a part in
get ting an Iraqi infant to the
Un i ted States for tre a tm en t .

Air Force Ca pt . Craig Hi n k l ey,
a 1997 RIT mechanical en gi n eer-
ing grad , was the pilot of a mili-
t a ry tra n s port plane that tra n s-
ported baby Noor, h er father and
gra n d m o t h er from Ba gh d ad to
Kuwait for the first leg of h er
j o u rn ey. The 3-month-old gi rl is
being tre a ted for spinal bi f ada at
Ch i l d ren’s He a l t h c a re of At l a n t a ,
wh ere she arrived on Dec . 3 1 .

G eor gia Na ti onal Gu a rd s m en
d i s covered the baby in Decem ber
du ring a raid of a house in Abu
G h ra i b, a poverty - s tri cken distri ct
west of Ba gh d ad . The soldiers firs t
got Noor to a U. S . m i l i t a ry base for
m edical ex a m i n a ti ons and call ed
Am erican ch a ri ties and fri ends to
solicit help for the little gi rl .

The story has received ex ten-
s ive media atten ti on . Hi n k l ey ’s
role was first reported on W H E C -
TV (Ch a n n el 10) in Roch e s ter.

Ex p l o ring new ve nt u re s
The Roch e s ter Entrepren eu rs h i p
Con feren ce wi ll examine “Growi n g
E n trepren eu rial Ven tu re s” 8 a.m.-
5 p. m . Ja n . 2 0 . Key n o te spe a kers are
Philip Sa u n ders , ch a i rman of
Gri f fith Ener gy and Gen e s ee
Regi onal Ba n k , and Di ck Ka p l a n ,
pre s i dent and CEO of P i ctom etry
In tern a ti onal Corp.

The event begins with bre a k f a s t
at 7:30 a.m. fo ll owed by lectu re s /
s em i n a rs in the B. Th omas Golisano
Co ll ege of Com p uting and
In form a ti on Scien ces auditoriu m
and Louise Sl a u gh ter Bu i l d i n g.

The Entrepren eu rs h i p
Con feren ce is spon s ored by RIT,
the Un ivers i ty of Roch e s ter, Hi gh
Tech Roch e s ter, The In n ova tor ’s
E d ge , Gre a ter Roch e s ter Enterpri s e
and Ro ch e s ter Business Jou rn a l. Th e
con feren ce fee is $75, with dis-
counts ava i l a ble for stu dents and
f ac u l ty. Regi s tra ti on is thro u gh
Hi gh Tech Roch e s ter at htr. or g ; for
i n form a ti on , c a ll 475-2199.

‘ Real Wo rl d’ s o ftwa re talk
Susan Land, s of t w a re en gi n eeri n g
s ecti on manager at Nort h rop
Grumman IT/TA S C , wi ll be the
fe a tu red guest in the next install-
m ent of the De a n’s Lectu re Seri e s ,
s pon s ored by the B. Th om a s
Golisano Co ll ege of Com p uti n g
and In form a ti on Scien ce s . L a n d
wi ll pre s ent The Real Worl d
App l i c a ti on of IEEE Sof t w a re
E n gi n eering Standards at 1 p. m .
Ja n . 20 in the Golisano Co ll ege
a u d i toriu m .

The free , p u blic event wi ll be fo l-
l owed by a recepti on . Land has
m ore than 18 ye a rs of ex peri en ce
working in inform a ti on managem en t
s ys tems progra m m i n g, database sys-
tems devel opm ent and en terpri s e
a pp l i c a ti on progra m m i n g.

E M BA scholarships
Fo ll owing the su ccess of last ye a r ’s
i n i ti a tive , the Co ll ege of Business is
a gain of fering sch o l a rships to
accepted applicants of the 15-
m onth Exec utive MBA progra m .

The RIT EMBA sch o l a rs h i p
a ll ows Roch e s ter- a rea indivi du a l s
with work ex peri en ce to earn thei r
degree at a com peti tive overa ll co s t
of $ 4 2 , 0 0 0 . This inclu des all boo k s ,
a laptop com p uter and sof t w a re ,
breakfast and lu n ch on class days ,
and a on e - week intern a ti onal stu dy
ex peri en ce in Eu rope . Classes begi n
in Au g u s t .

The next two EMBA inform a-
ti on sessions take place at 11 a.m.
on Ja n . 21 and Feb. 18 in the Ma x
Lowenthal Bu i l d i n g.Vi s i t
w w w. ri tem b a . com or call the
Co ll ege of Business at 475-7435.

Ja n u a ry 12, 2006  | 2 |  www. ri t. e d u / n ews eve nt s

What are your thou ghts about the pe ople and pro grams that ke ep RIT in the
h e a dlines? Un ivers i ty News has jo i n ed the bl o go s p h ere . The “Ti ger Be a t”
t a kes you behind the scenes with the staff at Un ivers i ty News for insights 
on how news happen s . Join the co nvers a tion at www. ri t . edu / n ews or
w w w. t h eti gerbe a t . co m .

Behind the scenes at University News

News briefs

RIT’s Division of Student Affairs
honored 21 employees for length of
service and presented awards for
outstanding service at an annual
faculty/staff recognition brunch in
December.

Cheryl Phillips, administrative
assistant for the vice president of
Student Affairs, was celebrated for
her 30 years at RIT. Phillips joined
RIT’s Physical Plant in 1975 and
Student Affairs in 1977.

“Cheryl is my everyday angel,”
says Mary-Beth Cooper, vice presi-
dent for Student Affairs. “You
should all get to work with someone
like Cheryl in your career. When I
think of all the treasures at RIT,
Cheryl Phillips is, without a doubt,
at the top.”

The New Staff
Outstanding
Service Award,
for staff with less
than five years in
their field, was
presented to
Joshua Bauroth,
First-Year
Enrichment
instructor.

In his nomination, Latty
Goodwin, director of FYE, writes:
“He epitomizes the professionalism
and student-centered dedication
that our division and RIT seek in
our employees. Perhaps the thing I
most appreciate about Josh is how
he holds others and me in FYE to
high standards. I have come to rely
on Josh to always thoroughly
explore the rationale behind our
decisions and to ask the tough ques-
tions. I have also observed this in his
interactions with his students, a tac-
tic that is remarkably successful in
encouraging critical thinking skills.”

The
Outstanding
Support Service
Award was given
to Robin Amico,
senior staff assis-
tant, Center for
Residence Life.

In her nomi-
nation, she is
described as
being “an integral factor in 
the success of the Center for

Residence Life, creating systems 
to track spending and improving 
the center’s ability to forecast 
financial needs.”

As part of her duties, she helps
RIT’s eight special interest houses
manage their budgets and “always
has time to help the students handle
anything that needs to get done.” In
her financial role, Amico often refers
to herself as the “Ladybug,” saying
she “bugs people to get receipts and
paperwork in on time and correctly,
but tries to be a
lady about it.”

The Excellence
in Service Award
was presented to
Nicole Boulais,
coordinator of
Student Affairs
assessment. In
her nomination,
John Weas,
assistant to the vice president of
Student Affairs, said, “Nicole’s
efforts to advance scholarship and
quality practices across the division
and her investment of time and
energy in the design of new learning
environments have been exceptional.

“Nicole has served as a powerful
change agent, encouraging the
design of assessment strategies
across the divi-
sion.”

The Fac u l ty
Aw a rd for
Prom o ti n g
Le a rning Out s i de
the Cl a s s room
was given to
Tru dy How l e s,
a s s oc i a te profe s-
s or of com p uter
s c i en ce . The aw a rd is given to 
a fac u l ty mem ber out s i de the
Divi s i on of S tu dent Af f a i rs who has
con tri buted , in an excepti onal way,
to stu dent devel opm ent and su cce s s
t h ro u gh their su pport or invo lve-
m ent in activi ties out s i de the 
cl a s s room .

In her nomination, she is
described as being “dynamic, inno-
vative and committed, a true class
act” whose service to students 
has “propelled her to the head of
the class.” ■

Silandara Bartlett | sjbcom@rit.edu

Em p l oyees showca s e d
at St u d e nt Affairs awa rd s

Robin Am i co

Ni cole Bou l a i s

Invi go ra ting thou ghts rei gn at RIT’s At h en a eu m , the innova tive , edu c a ti o n a l
o rga n i z a tion for adults over 50. From lef t , m em bers Ro selle Fine and June Clase
chat with Deb o rah Sten d a rd i , RIT vi ce pre s i d ent of Govern m ent and Co m mu -
n i ty Rel a ti o n s , at the new cl a s s room faci l i ty at 150 Re se a rch Blvd . New and
retu rning mem bers are invi ted to open hou se sessions from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p. m .
Ja n . 1 6 - 1 9 . The sessions are free and cl a s ses fill quick ly. For mem bership info r-
m a tion or a wi n ter cou rse catalog, c a ll 292-8989 or visit www. ri t . edu /
a t h en a eu m . The Re se a rch Bou l eva rd location has free pa rking and is handi-
c a pped - a cce s s i bl e . A. Sue Weisler | photographer

A thirst for knowledge

Ga b ri el Mc Mu rtrie shares a silly moment with mom, E l ou i se Oy zo n , at the
Ma rga ret’s Hou se art show open i n g , De c . 1 5 . For 10 we e k s , 23 pre sch ool ers 
f rom Ma rga ret’s Hou se and 16 pre - servi ce art edu c a to rs from the Sch ool of
Art wo rked hard to produ ce unique and exci ting art for the show.

A. Sue Weisler | photographer

RIT’s youngest artists at work

Dyer Arts Ce nter hosts 
p l atinum pri nts exhibit 
The NTID Dyer Arts Cen ter is host-
ing a disti n g u i s h ed traveling ex h i bi-
ti on on loan from Deerfiel d , Ma s s .
The All en Si s ters : P i ctori a l
P h o togra ph ers 1885-1920 wi ll be on
d i s p l ay from Ja n . 16 to Ma rch 3.
Fra n ces Stebbing All en (1854-1941)
and Ma ry Electa All en (1858-1941),
of Deerfiel d , s t a rted working as ph o-
togra ph ers after progre s s ive de a f n e s s
obl i ged them to reassess their ch o s en
voc a ti on of te ach i n g.

The Arts and Crafts
movement played a
critical role in their
careers and the sisters
found Deerfield’s 18th
century houses and fur-
nishings offered an
ideal environment for
their colonial re-cre-
ations—complete with
family and neighbors
donning period clothes
to complement the pic-
tures.

This exhibition will
showcase 50 platinum
prints of the Allen sis-
ters’ photographs of
country scenes, figure
and child studies, and
landscapes of New
England, California 
and Great Britain. The
California landscapes,
arguably their most

artistic prints, compose their last
large body of work. The Allen sisters
died within four days of each other
in 1941.

On Friday, Jan. 20, from 9 to 10
a.m., there will be a discussion of
the exhibit led by Karen Christie in
American Sign Language.

For more information and gallery
hours, call 475-6855. ■
Marcia Morphy | mpmuns@rit.edu

Tru dy Howl e s

Fra n ces and Ma ry All en , D ay ’s Work Don e, pl a ti num pri n t ,
c . 1 9 1 5 . Co u rtesy of Me m o rial Hall Mu s e u m , De e rfie l d, Ma s s.

Joshua Ba u rot h
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Awa rd-winning re s e a rc h
S teph en Su d i r go, a micro s ys tem s
en gi n eering Ph.D. s tu den t , won an
aw a rd for best stu dent paper at the
2005 In tern a ti onal Sem i con du ctor
Devi ce Re s e a rch Sym po s iu m , Dec .
7 - 9 , in Bet h e s d a , Md . The paper,
“An a lysis of the Biasing Con d i ti on s
and Latching Opera ti on for Si / Si G e
Re s onant In terband Tu n n el Di ode
Ba s ed Tu n n eling SRA M ,” was co -
wri t ten with David Pawl i k , m i c ro-
el ectronic en gi n eering gradu a te
s tu den t ; Sean Rom m el , a s s i s t a n t
profe s s or of m i c roel ectronic en gi-
n eeri n g ; Sa n tosh Ku ri n ec , profe s s or
and dep a rtm ent head of m i c roel ec-
tronic en gi n eeri n g ; P h i ll i p
Th om p s on of the Naval Re s e a rch
L a bora tory; and Paul Ber ger, pro-
fe s s or of el ectrical and com p uter
en gi n eering at The Ohio State
Un ivers i ty.

Co n s t ru ction kudos 
For the second time in four ye a rs , a
team of RIT civil en gi n eering tech-
n o l ogy stu dents earn ed first place
in the heav y - h i ghw ay divi s i on of
the annual As s oc i a ted Sch ools of
Con s tru cti on regi onal com peti ti on ,
Nov. 1 0 - 1 3 , in Fa i rfiel d , N . J.

This ye a r ’s ch a ll en ge invo lved
e s ti m a ting costs to con s tru ct a new
ven ti l a ti on shaft over an ex i s ti n g
New York Ci ty su bw ay line.
Gu i delines sti p u l a ted that there
should be no interru pti on of su b-
w ay tra f fic or autom obile tra f fic on
the streets of l ower Manhattan du r-
ing con s tru cti on . More than 100 stu-
dents repre s en ting 20 teams from 11
co ll eges parti c i p a ted in three divi-
s i onal com peti ti on s .

For finishing firs t , the RIT
Proj ect Ma n a gem ent Com peti ti on
Te a m — Amanda As h l i n e , Yi n g
Ch en , Mi g u el Gon z a l e z , Derri ck
Ha l e , Jeremy Hi lls and Dan
Morphy — e a rn ed $2,000 and
adva n ces to the annual As s oc i a ted
S ch ools of Con s tru cti on / As s oc i -
a ted Gen eral Con tractors of
Am erica Na ti onal Stu den t
Com peti ti on and conven ti on ,
Ma rch 19-22, in Palm Spri n gs ,
Ca l i f . Todd Du n n , a s s oc i a te profe s-
s or of c ivil en gi n eering tech n o l ogy,
is the te a m’s advi s or.

Sexual assault wo rk s h o p
Last mon t h , the RIT Wom en’s
Cen ter hosted a sexual assault
training work s h op by the Na ti on a l
O r ga n i z a ti on of Men’s Outre ach
for Ra pe Edu c a ti on . F i f teen male
s tu dents from RIT and NTID,
Byran Lloyd of N T I D’s Stu dent Life
Te a m , and Ew Quimbaya - Wi n s h i p
of the Wom en’s Cen ter atten ded
the inten s ive two - d ay work s h op to
e s t a blish a male-peer edu c a ti on
program to ad d ress sexual assault
i s sues on campus.

This work s h op is the on ly ra pe
preven ti on program to cl e a rly
report lon g - term po s i tive ef fects as
an interven ti on with men and sig-
n i fic a n t ly dec reases men’s bel i ef i n
ra pe myt h s . RIT now has a group of
tra i n ed male stu dents to del iver
ef fective peer- to - peer edu c a ti on to
h elp su pport the RIT’s goals to
redu ce sexual assault.

For more inform a ti on , con t act
Ew Quimbaya - Winship at eq w-
wom @ ri t . edu or 475-7464.

Cool Be a n z
Be a n z , the new cof fee shop in the
Grace Wa t s on lobby, of fic i a lly
open ed Nov. 2 8 . The shop serve s
s everal cof fee va ri eti e s , Fre s h en s
Sm oothies and fresh bakery item s .
Ho u rs are 8 a.m.-11:30 p. m .
Mon d ay - Fri d ay and 4-11:30 p. m .
wee ken d s . In c i den t a lly, com p uter
s c i en ce major Paul Ro s s b ach won a
ye a r ’s worth of cof fee and a gift pack
f rom Spot Cof fee for naming the
e s t a bl i s h m en t .

News briefs

How does matter spiral its way to the
cen ter of a galaxy and into the mout h
of a su perm a s s ive bl ack hole? A new
s tu dy led by RIT scien tist Ka m bi z
Fathi provi des the best glimpse yet at
m a terial de s cending into the core of a
galaxy hosting a large bl ack hole. Th e
s tu dy pred i cts that, b a rring ob s tru c-
ti on , the ga l actic debris wi ll take
a bo ut 200,000 ye a rs to make a on e -
w ay trip thro u gh the inner regi ons of
the galaxy and into obl ivi on .

An intern a ti onal team of s c i en ti s t s
l ed by Fa t h i , toget h er wi t h
a s tron om ers in Bra z i l , It a ly and
Ch i l e , m e a su red the internal moti on s
of gas su rrounding the nu cl eus of t h e
active ga l a x y, NGC 1097. Using mod-
ern spectro s copic tech n i ques with the

G emini So uth Tel e s cope in Ch i l e , t h e
team measu red the moti on of m a t ter
s treaming from the ga l a x y ’s spira l
a rm s — dense areas of s t a rs and gas in
a spiral con fig u ra ti on— to the heart
of the ga l a x y. The ob s erva ti on s
zoom ed in 10 times cl o s er to the
su perm a s s ive bl ack hole than ever
before , to see clouds of m a teri a l
within 10 ligh t - ye a rs of the ga l acti c
core . Previous ob s erva ti ons of t h i s
type of envi ron m ent have detected ga s
clouds loc a ted bet ween 100 and 1,000
l i gh t - ye a rs from the ga l a x y ’s nu cl eu s .

Fathi pre s en ted his re sults at the
a n nual meeting of the Am erican 
As tron omical Soc i ety on Ja n . 9 in
Wa s h i n g ton , D. C .

Inside a black hole

Arti s t’s co n ception of the inner ring stru ctu re of galaxy NGC 1097, wh i ch is about 4,500 ligh t -
ye a rs in diameter. Ka m biz Fathi stu d i ed the det a i l ed motions of this gas and pre sen ted his
re sults at a meeting of the Am erican As tronomical Soci ety.

Ph o to co u rtesy of Gemini Ob s e rvato ry by Jon Lo m be rg

Final class proj ect s — com m on at RIT,
a univers i ty known for app l i ed learn-
i n g — m ay bring to mind unique en gi-
n eering de s i gn , i n n ova tive tech n o l ogy
or cre a tive works of a rt . RIT stu den t s
c re a te nu m erous examples of e ach ,
and the hands-on proj ects of fer a
good measu re of s tu dent abi l i ty.

For a group of RIT com mu n i c a-
ti on majors , final proj ect s — a l s o
em phasizing learn i n g - by - doi n g —
c u l m i n a ted with stories in the news .

The stu den t s , in a Pu blic Rel a ti on s
Wri ting co u rs e , of fered for the firs t
time by the Co ll ege of L i beral Art s
last fall , c re a ted press kits including a
p i tch let ter, n ews rel e a s e , f act sheet
and su pp l em ental material to pro-
m o te actual news stories of t h ei r
ch oo s i n g. Set ting the proj ects apart
f rom those at other univers i ti e s ,

according to co u rse instru ctor
Mi ch ael Sa f f ra n , is that the press kits
were not on ly graded but were also
s ent to actual news reporters at news-
p a pers and tel evi s i on stati on s — l a n d-
ing some re a l - world re su l t s .

“ ‘Wow, s om ething I put toget h er
m ade it into the paper,’ ” s ays Ju a n i t a
Si kors k i , a secon d - year adverti s i n g
and public rel a ti ons major, rec a ll i n g
h er re acti on wh en her story ide a ,
a bo ut the Fa rm Sa n ctu a ry, i n
Watkins Glen , ran in the Roch e s ter
Dem o crat and Chro n i cl e on Nov. 1 8 .
“I was ec s t a tic! The press kit gave me
i n s i ght into what PR wri ters have to
t a ke into account wh en looking for
s tories and how to ‘h oo k’ the med i a .”

A few days later, a story profil i n g
Bi ll Finnerty, a s s oc i a te pastor of t h e
PR stu d ent su cce s s , pa ge 4

PR students bo a s t
re a l - wo rld succe s s

Diana Mc Ke e , l ef t , and Juanita Si ko rs k i , co m mu n i c a tion majo rs , wh o se final proje cts for a
class in pu blic rel a tions wri ting landed sto ries in area news pa pers . A. Sue Weisler | photographer

Ab out 60 stu d ents and faculty from the Sch ool of Print Media spent De c . 5 at
Xerox ’s Gil Ha tch Cen ter for Cu s to m er In n ova ti o n . Print media grad stu d en t
Adam Dewi t z , who intern ed at Xerox last ye a r, h el ped orga n i ze the even t , wh i ch
fe a tu red pre sen t a tions and a pa n el discussion with Xerox ex e c u tive s , produ ct
d em o n s tra tions and time for stu d ents to netwo rk with Xerox expert s . In the photo,
S cott Steven so n , color innova tion spe cialist for Xerox Produ ction Sys tems Grou p,
d i sc u s ses the Xerox iGen3 110 Di gital Produ ction Press with grad stu d en t
Nu t t h avee “ Noy ” Poo n bu n d i t k u l .

Networking with Xerox’s best

It’s like som ething out of a scien ce
ficti on movi e — co ll ege stu dents vi s i t
a mall of the futu re and retu rn to
s trut their stu f f .

Two materials scien ce and en gi-
n eering stu dents from the Co ll ege of
S c i en ce did more than pre s ent papers
at the annual fall meeting of t h e
Ma terials Re s e a rch Soc i ety, h eld last
m onth in Bo s ton . Bh avin Pa rekh and
Naveen Rawat parti c i p a ted in the
first ever Ma terials Re s e a rch Soc i ety
“s m a rt fabri c s” f a s h i on show, a n
event high l i gh ting the po ten tial of
tech n o l ogy in futu re app a rel .

S tu dents from some of the nati on’s
top en gi n eering sch ools ei t h er wore a
s pecial outfit or accom p a n i ed a
m odel we a ring the “s m a rt cl o t h i n g.”
Some wore shirts that light up, o t h ers
don n ed underwear that battles der-
m a ti ti s , tank tops that use opti c a l
fibers to gl ow in the dark , or jean
jackets that use the su n’s rays to
ch a r ge a cell ph on e . The tech n o l ogy
t h ri ll ed the 5,200 vi s i tors , wh o
w a tch ed in awe as dresses ch a n ged
co l or to corre s pond with body tem-
pera tu re and tra n s form ed instantly
f rom short skirts to flowing gown s .

Several tech n o l ogy companies par-
ti c i p a ted in the even t , wh i ch inclu ded
t humping rock music and a
“ Ma n h a t t a n - s tyl e” ru nw ay. Som e
m odels showed of f a little skin here
and there , but others were fully
cl o t h ed—in com p uters . A we a ra bl e
com p uter was one of the show ’s high-
l i ghts—it inclu ded a jacket with an
el ectronic light display woven into the

b ack and a sleeve - m o u n ted keyboa rd
to con trol it. The ef fect tra n s form ed its
we a rer into a walking bi ll boa rd .

Ka l a t hur Sa n t h a n a m , d i rector of
m a terial scien ce and en gi n eering at
R I T, was pleased to see a large
tu rn o ut at the soc i ety ’s first fashion
s h ow.“Th ey wanted to show that there
is an important and practical futu re
for the tech n o l ogy we cre a te ,” he says .

Some of the outfits were more
practical than others . For ex a m p l e ,
one com p a ny displayed an em er-
gency pon cho made of a lu m i n i zed
h e a t - resistant fabric that a firefigh ter
can dra pe over a vi ctim in seconds to
provi de pro tecti on du ring a re s c u e .
Ot h er companies are devel op i n g
“s el f - cl e a n i n g”suits with su rf ace s
de s i gn ed to mimic the tex tu re of t h e
l o tus leaf or a fly ’s hairy wi n gs to
deflect dirt and water.

One of the RIT stu dents wore
com p l etely fire - resistant cl o t h i n g.
“Walk around in a fire in that cl o t h-
ing and yo u’re safe ,” s ays Sa n t h a n a m .
P lu s , the Ma terial Re s e a rch Soc i ety
s ays that all the ga rm ents can be
w a s h ed at least 100 ti m e s .

Ot h er univers i ties repre s en ted in
the show were Ca rn egie Mell on
Un ivers i ty, Bo s ton Un ivers i ty and
Ma s s achu s etts In s ti tute of
Tech n o l ogy. E n gi n eering stu den t s
f rom the Ma terials Re s e a rch Soc i ety
ch a pters at each co ll ege en j oyed the
ex peri en ce and received a gl i m p s e
a h e ad at a futu re of clothing almost
as smart as they are . ■
Becca Nelson | rln3821@rit.edu

Designing fashion’s future 

E n gi n eers and profe s s ors at RIT have
com bi n ed their ex pertise to uti l i ze
s t a te - of - t h e - a rt tech n o l ogy to assist
the U. S . Navy in the su s t a i n m ent and
i m provem ent of its airc ra f t .

Mi ch ael Ha s el korn , s en i or staff
en gi n eer at the Cen ter for In tegra ted
Ma nu f actu ring Stu d i e s , a n d
Raym ond Gro s s h a n s , profe s s or of
i n du s trial and scien ce tech n o l ogy at
N T I D, a re working with a team of
s c i en tists and stu dents along wi t h
en gi n eers from Ac ro In du s tri e s , a
l ocal Roch e s ter manu f actu rer, in a
proj ect to rede s i gn and improve
nu m erous com pon ents of the Nav y ’s
E A-6B Prowl er jet . The improved
de s i gn of these parts wi ll redu ce co s t s
and improve the safety of the EA- 6 B,
one of the Nav y ’s key airc raft type s .

“This proj ect is a unique opportu-
n i ty to com bine the latest scien ti fic
i n n ova ti on with the capabi l i ties of
priva te indu s try to ad d ress key issu e s
of our nati on’s military fleet ,”
Ha s el korn says . “The proj ect is

advancing scien ti fic knowl ed ge in the
fiel d , s erving as a training tool for
RIT stu den t s , prom o ting a local com-
p a ny and enhancing the qu a l i ty of
n aval airc ra f t . It re a lly is a wi n - win all
the way aro u n d .”

The team is utilizing new laser
scanning tech n o l ogy to cre a te a 
t h ree - d i m en s i onal digital sch em a ti c
of the tu rt l eb ack , the metal cover
over the EA- 6 B’s fusel a ge . The 
CIMS proje ct , pa ge 4

New CIMS, Navy pro j e ct

Profe s sor Raymond Gro s s h a n s , l ef t , a n d
Mi ch a el Ha sel ko rn use laser imaging equip-
m ent to cre a te a digital sch em a tic of an 
a i rcraft pa rt . Laura Nelson | photographer

B h avin Pa re k h , ri gh t , po ses with mod el Laine Blumen kop f in the Ma terials Re se a rch Soci ety
fashion show. The small logo on Blumen kop f ’s dress can ch a n ge color depending on body
tem pera tu re . Ph o to co u rtesy of Anita Mi l l e r, Mate rials Re s e a rch Soc i e ty

B l a ck hol e , pa ge 4



Open Door Ba ptist Chu rch , in Ch i l i ,
wh i ch was pitch ed in a press kit cre-
a ted by Diana Mc Kee , a fo u rt h - ye a r
com mu n i c a ti on major, a ppe a red in
the Ga tes-Chili Po s t .

“To know that I pitch ed that story
and it was important en o u gh that a
reporter ju m ped on it is exc i ting and
f u l fi ll i n g,” Mc Kee says .“What wi ll sti ck
in my mind is actu a lly playing the ro l e
of the PR pers on . It was gra ti f yi n g
wh en I saw the story run the fo ll owi n g
wee k . I ’ ll never for get that ex peri en ce !”

News stories abo ut RIT’s new
Animal Advoc acy Gro u p, p i tch ed in a
press kit cre a ted by Ma ll ory Mc G ee , a
firs t - year advertising and public rel a-
ti ons major, ran on W H A M - TV
( Ch a n n el 13) in Decem ber and in the
Dem o crat and Chro n i cl e this mon t h .
Profiles of the fo u n der of Ki t tens in
Need of Re s c u e , a cat rescue or ga n i-
z a ti on in Gate s , were fe a tu red in the
Dem o crat and Chro n i cl e a n d
Me s s en ger Post News p a pers . Th e
s tory idea was pitch ed by An gel a
Ri a l d i , a fo u rt h - year advertising and
p u blic rel a ti ons major.

At least two key ben efits were anti c-
i p a ted and re a l i zed from the stu den t
proj ect s , s ays Sa f f ra n , who is also asso-
c i a te director of RIT Un ivers i ty News
Servi ce s . “ Forem o s t , s tu dents ga i n ed
re a l - l i fe ex peri en ce—a hall m a rk of a n
RIT edu c a ti on . Ad d i ti on a lly, a l on g

with press kits, s ome stu dents now
h ave actual news p a per cl i pp i n gs —
t a n gi ble re sults high l i gh ting thei r
s k i ll s — for their portfo l i o s .”

“This cl a s s , these stu dents and
t h eir work are terri fic examples of
the con cept of ‘a pp l i ed liberal art s’ —
a con cept com mu n i c a ti on majors have
l ong apprec i a ted and practi ced ,” s ays

Bru ce Au s ti n , profe s s or and chair of
com mu n i c a ti on .

Adds Mc Kee : “ People who have
ex peri en ce with PR know that most
of the time your name won’t be asso-
c i a ted with the piece . But it’s the
i n n er sati s f acti on from accom p l i s h-
ing a goal of get ting my story ide a
u s ed that matters .” ■
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Mem bers of the undefe a ted 1955-1956 RIT ba s ketba ll team ga t h ered at Clark
Gymnasium as pa rt of t h eir 50th reunion re cen t ly. The team pre sen ted the ba ll
f rom their final game of that se a son to Pre s i d ent Al bert Simone at half time of
the RIT vs . Yo rk ba s ketba ll ga m e . The 1955-1956 squad remains RIT’s only
u n d efe a ted ba s ketba ll te a m . From left to ri ght: Front: Lou Al exa n d er (assistant
coa ch ) , Ken Ey bers , Ken Joh n son and Ralph Va n Peu rsem . In the se cond row,
re a r: John Buch h ol z , Ri ck Fox (Coa ch Leo Fox ’s so n ) , Ge o rge Hol d ri d ge , Do n
Mc C a u gh ey, Ed Ba u c u m , Fred Moss and Jef f La n d s m a n . Seth Slavin | photographer

Slam dunk—celebrating 50 years

CIMS pro j e ct f rom pa ge 3

Jon Sch u ll , IT profe s so r,
ri gh t , talks with stu d en t
Ja rrod Pri tch a rd about an
online gra s s roots cam-
pa i gn to help su rvivo rs of
October ’s deadly eart h-
q u a ke in Pa k i s t a n .
Vi ctims are in despera te
n e ed of wi n ter su rviva l
ge a r. S ch u ll , along wi t h
several colleagues and
s tu d en t s , cre a ted the Web
s i te Quake Hel p. n et urg-
ing pe ople to donate
camping equipm en t . Si n ce
T h a n k sgivi n g , m o re than
20 drop - of f s i tes have be en
set up in six state s . R I T
coll e cted dozens of s l e ep i n g
ba gs , tents and bl a n kets to
be shipped to rel i ef wo rkers
in Pa k i s t a n , Kashmir and
In d i a . R I T’s In terf a i t h
Cen ter and Hi ll el orga n-
i zed the donation drive .
A. Sue Weisler | photographer

A race against time and snow

PR student success f rom pa ge 3

“ It is the first time anyone has
been able to fo ll ow gas this close to
the su perm a s s ive bl ack hole in the
cen ter of a ga l a x y,” s ays Fa t h i , a po s t-
doctoral scholar in the Co ll ege of
S c i en ce . “The work of our team con-
firms some aspects of the main theo-
ries that have never been ob s erva-
ti on a lly con firm ed to this level . We
h ave been able to show that it is po s-
s i ble to measu re these vel oc i ti e s
down to these scales.”

Modeling the ga l a x y ’s spectra
reve a l ed the dynamic shifts in the ga s
and showed the spiral arms pulling ga s
f rom abo ut a thousand ligh t - ye a rs out
f rom the cen ter to the nu cl eus at 52
k i l om eters (31 miles) per secon d .

The team measu red the stre a m i n g
m o ti ons tow a rd the bl ack hole by using
t wo - d i m en s i onal spectro s copy to cap-
tu re spectral data at hu n d reds of poi n t s

su rrounding the nu cl eus of the ga l a x y.
These ob s erva ti ons were captu red

with integral field spectro s copy, wh i ch
t a kes light from hu n d reds of d i f feren t
p a rts of the tel e s cope’s field simu l t a n e-
o u s ly and splits it from each regi on
i n to a ra i n bow or spectrum of l i gh t .

“This all ows astron om ers to do in
30 minutes what would have taken
four nights a dec ade ago,” s ays Fa t h i .

NGC 1097 is loc a ted abo ut 47 mil-
l i on ligh t - ye a rs aw ay in the sout h ern
con s tell a ti on , Forn a x .

This work used data from the
G emini Ob s erva tory ’s Mu l ti - Obj ect
S pectrogra ph integral field unit and the
Hu bble Space Tel e s cope’s high re s o lu-
ti on Adva n ced Ca m era for Su rveys .

The re sults of this stu dy wi ll
a ppear in an upcoming issue of T h e
As trop hysical Jou rnal Let ters . ■
Susan Gawlowicz | smguns@rit.edu

s ch em a tic is used to build a model
f rom wh i ch they can perform a
s tru ctu ral analysis of the part to
i den tify flaws and improve qu a l i ty.
This analysis was previ o u s ly impo s s i-
ble due to lack of acc u ra te sch em a t-
i c s , making improved manu f actu re of
p a rts ex trem ely diffic u l t .

“We app ly the newest scanning
m et h ods to provi de an analysis of t h e
d i m en s i ons and sch em a tics of t h e
tu rt l eb ack , i n form a ti on that was previ-
o u s ly not ava i l a ble in this det a i l ,”
Grosshans ex p l a i n s .“This data is essen-
tial in analyzing the stru ctu re of p a rts to
en h a n ce qu a l i ty and increase useful life .”

The tech n o l ogy is also all owi n g
RIT stu dents access to state - of - t h e -
a rt equ i pm ent and proving essen ti a l
re a l - world en gi n eering ex peri en ce .

“This proj ect has been a trem en-
dous learning opportu n i ty and has
en h a n ced my knowl ed ge base and
technical skill s ,” adds Zach a ry Mo t t , a
co - op stu dent at CIMS and a
m echanical en gi n eering major.

The Navy is now working with Ac ro
and Ha s el korn’s team to build fli gh t -
re ady pro to types of the tu rt l eb ack .
Tests are set to begin early this ye a r.

“Ac ro In du s tries is pleased to be
working in coopera ti on with RIT and
D r. Ha s el korn’s team to com bine n ew
tech n o l ogies along with our manu f ac-
tu ring ex pertise su pporting our mili-
t a ry ’s requ i rem en t s ,” adds Jo s eph No to
Sr. , pre s i dent of Ac ro In du s tri e s .

Ha s el korn and Grosshans worked
with two ad d i ti onal com p a n i e s ,
Rom er Cim Core and NVi s i on In c . ,
to devel op the scanning tech n o l ogy,
wh i ch inclu des a port a ble mech a n i c a l
a rm , l a s er and camera sys tem . Th ey
even tu a lly hope to use the sys tem for
o t h er com m ercial opportu n i ties in
m a nu f actu ring and stru ctu ral analys i s .

“This tech n o l ogy can be used in
nu m erous indu s tries to tra n s form
ex i s ting parts and stru ctu res into dig-
ital models that can then be analy zed ,
rede s i gn ed and improved ,” Ha s el korn
ad d s . “With this tech n o l ogy, the sky
re a lly is the limit; i t’s fast, acc u ra te
and port a bl e .”

Haselkorn’s research is part of
a broader collaboration involving
CIMS, RIT faculty and students,
private industry and the United
States military to apply techno-
logical innovation and scientific
advancements to current issues
surrounding parts, equipment
and systems in a wide variety of
military operations.

The Fiscal Year 2006 federal
budget includes an additional $3
m i ll i on to su pport the CIMS Defen s e
Systems Modernization and Sustain-
ment Initiative, bringing the total
federal investment to $24 million.

For more inform a ti on abo ut the
E A-6B proj ect , i n cluding ph o to s , vi s i t
the www. s m s . ri t . edu / proj ect s . a s p x . ■
Will Dube | wjduns@rit.edu

“I was pleased to learn that we
h ave received the first powered - p a ra-
chute inspecti on co u rse approval in
the co u n try,” Koch ers ber ger says .
“The FAA accepted the co u rse wi t h-
o ut a single revi s i on .”

Koch ers ber ger, a licen s ed pilot and
gl i der fli ght instru ctor who spec i a l i ze s
in aero s p ace en gi n eeri n g, has taugh t
fli ght dy n a m i c s , aero s tru ctu res and
aerody n a m i c s , ex peri m ental aerody-
namics and wind tu n n el balance
de s i gn . His boo k , Li ght Spo rt Ai rcra f t
In s pe ction Gu i d e,wi ll be publ i s h ed
n ext mon t h .

Koch ers ber ger was named Pilot of
the Cen tu ry by the Ex peri m en t a l
Ai rc raft As s oc i a ti on in 2003. For the
d i s ti n cti on , he was at the con trols of a
reprodu cti on 1903 Wri ght Flyer in
Wri ght Bro t h ers Na ti onal Mem ori a l ,
a nati onal park near Ki t ty Hawk ,
N . C . , to com m em ora te the 100th
a n n ivers a ry of powered fli ght in
Decem ber 2003.

The co u rse covers airf rame assem-
bly, d i s a s s em bly and inspecti on ;
i n s pecti on of prop u l s i on sys tem s ,
landing ge a r, m a teri a l s , en gines and

el ectrical sys tem s ; corro s i on and
degrad a ti on ; s a fety, rules and reg u l a-
ti on s ; and theory of fli gh t . S tu den t s
must be at least 18 ye a rs old, flu ent in
E n glish and U. S . c i ti zens or perm a-
n ent re s i den t s . Regi s tra ti on is limited
to 16 stu dents per cl a s s . Cost of $ 3 5 0
covers all co u rse materi a l s , i n clu d i n g
a CD-RO M .

The co u rse wi ll also be of fered to
RIT stu dents this spri n g, Koch ers ber ger
s ays , and a fixed - wing inspecti on co u rs e
is under devel opm ent and ex pected to
be approved and of fered Feb. 4 - 5 .

Visit http : / / l s a . ri t . edu or con t act
Koch ers ber ger at 475-6775 or
k b kem e @ ri t . edu . ■
Michael Saffran | mjsuns@rit.edu

Kevin Ko ch ers berger, a s so ci a te profe s sor of m e chanical en gi n e eri n g , l ef t , and John Chambers ,
a fif t h - year mechanical en gi n e ering B.S./M.S. s tu d ent and lab assistant, i n s pe ct a powered -
pa ra ch u te airf ra m e . Ko ch ers berger instru cts the only ligh t - s po rt aircra f t / powered - pa ra ch u te
i n s pe ction cou rse in the nati o n . A. Sue Weisler | photographer

I n s pe ction course f rom pa ge 1

Black hole f rom pa ge 3




