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Student Survey Shows
Continued Greek Life

The Reporter contacted 450 RIT day students who
were asked the following question: Do you favor the con-
tinued existence of the social fraternity-sorority system?”
Most students gave merely a yes or no answer to the ques-
tion, with approximately 80 per cent voicing an opinion in
favor of the continuation of the system.

The Reporter feels that for a
complete coverage of the poll, the
students who did offer a more
detailed opinion should be heard

The majority of the students in
favor of the greek system felt
that the most important segments
of greek life were overlooked,
leaving the independent with the
feeling that a greek-letter organi-
zation exists solely for the
purpose of creating ‘‘partying
socialites’’ without any regard for
any other scholastic @ purpose,
without any regard for the more
important aspects of student life.

One student in response to the
poll, expressed a desire to wit-
‘ness the abolishment of the fra-
ternal system and brought forth
the following statement.

“The guys don’t need a frat
to get boozed up.” This comment
was quickly answered by several
greeks, who felt that it was per-
haps the strongest argument 'in
their favor.

‘A person doesn’t need a fra-
ternity to drink. If fraternity life
was as shallow as just getting
alcohol, there would be no basis
for its existence. We joined a
fraternity for much more, -we
work for our fraternity in ex--
change for much more than the
party on Friday night.”

Of the comments rececived,
many students, including greeks
themselves felt that the fraternal
system needed a revamping. The
physical plant, the Sscholastic
structure, the attitutdes of RIT
are in a stage of extreme moder-
nization and improvement.

The fraternal system, it was
felt by these students, must not
lag behind. Pledging, activities,

greek organizations must be re-

newed in the same pace as the
rest of the Institute,

One provoking thought express-
ed stated, ‘‘Other colleges get
along well without frats.” The
Reporter has found that the fra-
ternal system should not be taken
to mean merely greek-letter or-
ganizations, as the ‘“supper clubs
of Princeton, the key clubs of
many state schools and the
‘“‘senior service’’ organizations on
other campuses, might for all
prectical purposes be called fra-
ternities, if not certainly frater-
nal organizations.

One might question, while they
have a very strong effect,
whether a group of individuals
would not be together without
the symbols of their fraternity.

As the nature of a fraternity
demands that the members se-
lect ttheir companions, would it
not hold that these very same
people would not be drawn to-
gether? The danger existing here
is the disorganization of such an
event, and the lack of control
over the consequences.

Board Answers Greeks
In Monday Session

Dr. James Campbell will speak
to greeks and all those students
interested in the continuation or
abolishment of the fraternal-
social system at 10:30 p.m. on
Monday, April 29, in the Ritter
Ritter Clark Memorial Gym.

This address will immediately
follow the Board of Trustees vote
on this question.

NEW CAMPUS ANNOUNCEMENT-— Greeks turn out in full force to welcome announce-
ment of the new RIT which may be their end.

98.3 Per Cent of Greeks Participate
Outside of Their Fraternal Activities

Greek activity is beyond doubt extremely high
within their own organizations and there remains
the question of greek participation as far as other
organizations are concerned.

While they comprise 15 percent of the student body
is their energy limited to fraternity or sorority
events only? After investigation, the Reporter ar-
rived at the following answers.

Greeks are active in all of the following organi-
zations: ARA, ACS, ASAS, ASTME, Chess Club,
Hillel, Letterman’s Club, MJS, NSID, Newman Club,
Photo Society, PI Club, RAA, SAM, Ski Club, WITR,
Soccer, Basketball Wrestling, Fencing, Baseball,
Golf, Hockey and Intramurals.

It was found that out of 346 greeks on campus
there are only six that are not active in organizations
outside of their fraternity or sorority. This is an
active participation of 98.3 percent.

Six advisors in Nathaniel Rochester Hall and the
past three presidents of that body have been greek.
The women’s dormitories are no exception with three
greek advisors, a greek president and secretary.

The Reporter is no exception to the trend either,
with 19 out of 30 staff positions being filled by greeks
with the top five being filled by four greeks and one
independent. Presidents of many organizations claim
greek affiliations, as do their executive councils. The

religious groups on campus including RAA, Newman
Club, and Hillel find many of their officers in fra-
ternal organizations.

Spring 'Weekend, the grandest social event on cam-
pus, finds its largest and most energetic support
from greek-letter organizations. The Spring Weekend
committee itself is composed of 13 greeks and six
independents. Student Council, along with having the
last three president, the president elect, and execu-
tive boards of these people predominantely greek,
has also seen approximately 30 percent of its mem-
bers in fraternal organizations. In the elections held

this year, 16 of 35 representatives elected were
greeks.

Every varsity sport on campus has greek partici-
pants, while the hockey club, hoping for recognition
as a major sport, has found place for not only many
greek participants, but also a.captain and president.

Greeks are to be found in.every organization on
campus, usually comprising more than their 15 per-
cent. Many of the positions held are elected posi-
tions, with many of these elections in predominantly
independent groups. The interest in affairs through-
out the school appears to be just cause for the
reasoning ‘‘The greeks support not only themselves
and the social life on campus, but find themselves in
support of a majority of RIT extra-curricular
activities.”

A Frdfernify Home: An Example In Self - Improvement

ROUGH START—The beginning of a new home
and new responsibility for Phi Sigma Kappa
fraternity.

“Both theory and experience show us that
when a body of young men in a university like
this are given a piece of property, a house, its
surroundings, its reputation, which for the time
being is their own, for which they are respon-
sible, in which they take pride, they will treat it
carefully, lovingly, because the society they love
is bound up with it”. President White, Cornell
University 1888.

From 1888 to 1963 may be 75 years in
which the world has speeded up its flight; how-
ever, human relationships have basically remain-
ed unchanged. The very features that greeks
had held as a basis for housing in 1888 still hold.

These features include economy of room and
board living with personalities of their own
choosing, and responsibility of efficient manage-
ment. Also important are first hand and first
time information in the operation of a home, and
most of all, the companionship found in eating,
studying, and living together with those with

whom you hold a common bond.

1963—Five years and $20,000 later, a 50 per
cent increase in valuation, and a proper home
for the brotherhood
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NIC Principles Form

Fraternity Foundation

Written on the 50th anniversary of the founding of the
National Interfraternity Conference, the following is the
official declaration of principles of that organization, to
which every national fraternity on campus belongs.

On this golden anniversary of
the founding of the National Inter-
fraternity Conference, we, the
member fraternities of the con-
ference reaffirm our acceptance
of the responsibility for a positive
contribution to the educational
functions of the sheltering insti-
tutions, recognizing that the fra-
ternity is under an obligation to
promote the most complete per-
sonal development of its members
—intellectual, moral, physical,
and social. We therefore declare
that: ;

“The college social fraternity
conceived in 1776 and perpetuated
as a system of service to higher
education in 1825, believes in the
cardinal traditions of the United
States of America and Canada—
reverence to God, allegiance to
country, fidelity to representative
government and devotion to per-
sonal liberty.

“The fraternity considers su-
perior intellectual achievement
and impeccable behavior as being
icumbent upon all fraternity men.

“The fraternity accepts the ob-
ligation that the association of
any group of students as one of
its chapters involves the respon-

sibility of the group for the con-
duct of its members.

‘“The fraternity is committed
to the purpose of training its
members in the arts and practic-
es of living together, culturally
and socially and of giving them
as much responsibility as they
can carry with dignity and suec-
cess as a supplement to the cur-
ricular aims of the college and
university.

‘“The fraternity, created and
developed by self- governing
means and being dependent upon
voluntary methods for its continu-
ing successful operation, deems
self-determination in the selec-
tion of its membership to be
implicit in its organization.

“The fraternity, recognizing the
need for organized, positive and
responsible rapprochement = be-
tween students and administrators
of colleges and universities, pro-
motes constructive leadership by
its members in such matters as
scholarship, housing standards,
extra-curricular values, training
for successful citizenship and
sound business practise both in
chapter finances and in the busi-
ness relations of its members.

Winter Quarter Fraternity-5orority Grade Comparisons

1962-63
Fraternity-Sorority Pledge  Brothers Total
; Class Sisters Fraternity
Iﬂpha PRy e e e 2.469 2.754 2.676
Alpha 36 Delta.. - 000 2132 2,653 2,459
Delta Omicron ... ... .. 2.676 2.567 2.609
Total Sororities - s 2.406 2.632 2.548
Total All Women .. e L —— 2,442
Kappa Phi Omega ... e 2.606 2.806
Phi Sigma Kappa . 1936 2293 2160
Sipman i oL ERAE 2.272 2,478 2417
Tau Epsilon Phi ... .. . 2.363 2.403 2.394
Theta Xi-. o g e 1.923 2.345 2.205
Total Fraternity . ... . 2,07. 2.401 2,303
Total Al Men .............. s PR 2.321
All Greek ... 2.178 2.458 2.369
All Students ... Ao s 2,343

Sports Participation Finds

Greeks in Top Team Slots

In the sports circle at RIT one
only has to skim the surface to
plainly see that the Greeks hold
down a number of top positions
on the athletic squads. A good
example of this is the Tiger
basketball team.

Where would our hopelessly
losing team have been without
Bill Lamoureux? But this one
man alone does not comprise the
team. There were 10 men that
could be called a part of the
team for the entire -year—eight
players and two managers. Of
these ten, five (or fifty percent)
were greek.

Basketball is not the only sport

that RIT has. It is not the only
one that is headed by greek stars.
Wrestling is another sport that
is dominated- by greek faces.
Holding down the captain’s post
on the squad is Jerry Hetjmenek,
an excellent wrestler who has
won many bouts for the grapplers
over the past years. Of the 11
wrestlers on this year’s squad
five again are in greek organi-
zations, 2
Seven me?nbers of the soccer
team, plus the coach; six of the
baseball team, eight of the hoc-
key team and all five of the
varsity cheerleaders are greek.

Do Greeks Force Their W.ay; into Counail?
Study Proves Block Voting Improbable

Do Greeks control elections? Why are they always
running Student Council?

Not more than two weeks ago, the annual Student
Council elections found four out of five candidates
with greek affiliations. This seemingly has been the
trend for the past few years, although since 1952,
there have been but seven of, 13 Student Council
Presidents who have been fraternity men. There is
a very important fact usually overlooked by those
who condemn this control, that fact being that any
person who can gain support from 100 people can
run, and a close look at some vital statisties would
prove that the greeks can not possibly win by a
block vote.

There are less than 400 greeks on this campus, as
opposed to 2000 independents. It is more than plain
to see that even with a solid greek vote only a 25
percent independent turnout could win an election.
The faults of the above statistics can be seen to lie
in the assumption that the greeks will and do vote
in a solid block. This is extremely had to imagine.

In this year’s election, facts were brought to the
attention of the Reporter which would tend to more
clearly define the election participation. While the

overall vote was a mere 40 percent of the student
population, it was found that 'only 32.5 percent of the
independents turned out to vote while the greek turn-
out was considerably greater at 78.3 percent. This
may be interpreted as a striking example of the
greek interest.

It may also be argued that the greek vote won the
election, but again the figures cast a great shadow
of doubt on this. The greeks contributed a mere 27.8
percent of the total vote, enough to be a powerful
block if all ballots were cast in the same direction;
however it is clear and plain that this vote could
not have carried a candidate alone.

Results? Greeks do actively participate in this
important election, nearly two and one half times
more actively than independents, and yet cannot
force a candidate into office. Is the fact that Coun-
cil has had greek presidents in the last three years
and the next indicative of pressure and control by the
greeks? Or rather is it a much more creditable in-
terest and concern for the affairs of the student body,
a student body which narrowly missed having a
meaningless election due to a poor, meager, and
uninspiring turnout?

Decem Jani Gives

Greeks Clean Bill

Decem Jani, student advisory
board, has concerned itself with
the question of the continuation
of the Greek social system at RIT
since its founding in the fall of
this year.

In a release to the Reporter,
Decem Jani has made public the
following statement concerning
views and recommendations:

‘“Decem Jani, half of whose
members do not belong to a fra-
ternal organization on this cam-
pusl recommends unanimously
that fraternal organizations be
permitted on the new campus.
This recommendation is submit-
ted with the following qualifica-
tions:

‘1. That fraternal organiza-
tions truly live up to the ideal of
the development of the individual.

‘2. That every student who is
interested in pledging a fraternal
organization be given the oppor-
tunity to develop himself within
a fraternal organization.

“3. That the Institute permit
and assist all fraternal organiza-
tions to develop themselves to
the utmost by providing increased
guidance and supervision within
the stated limitations of the
Institute.

‘4. That the fraternal organi-
zations strive to fulfill the In-
stitute’s aims and objectives.”

A HOSPITAL VISIT— Pledges take patients at the Multiple
Sclerosis Clinic from wards so that they may enjoy an en-

tertainment program.

The following costs are based upon an annuval average for
the four national fraternities on campus:

Expense
Greek in Greek in Independent in
Fraternity house Dormitory Dormitory
Dues. % 67.50 $ 67.50 by T
Rent st 297.00 375.00 375.00-
Food =il 360.00 360.00 S267.00
plus weekend meals

Parlor Fee —_ 31.50 _
Sub-Total ... $724.50 $834.00 $642.00
Weekend Meal

Estimate ... ——— —— 124,00
Total .0 $724.50 $834.00 $762.00
First vear
initiation pledge

fee ... . 70.00 70,00 e
First year

total $804.50 5504.00 $762.00
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Swollen knees, inflamed glands, a protective
mother and utter exhaustion marked RIT’s first
annual Marathon Dance.

After 21 hours and 43 minutes of grueling compe-
tition only two of the original 14 couples remained
Co-Marathon Champs were Tom O‘Mally—Sue Banks
and Bill Marx—Fran Sucualo.

Both couples represented Theta Xi Fraternity and
carried with them a beautiful 34 inch Special Events
trophy presented by Student Council. Each of the
champions received a small individual trophy, as
well.

The time was 8 p.m Friday evening, April 19.
E-125 was the setting for the dance. It started like
any other dance, but was to continue and end like
no other dance before at RIT. As the hours wore on,
literally hundreds of spectators jammed the portals
of E-125

Each of the 14 couples, representing nine organi-
zations retained a “‘pit crew.” The crews were fully
equiped with assorted drinks, foods and viberators
to bring quick relief to the aching backs of the weary
contestants.

The pace was fast and furious, as monitored by
the music whose frenzied tones slowed to a softer
rhythm in only 1 in 10 compositions.

The first 12 hours marked a five minute rest
every hour, the next eight only one rest in every
four hours. J

By mid noon E-125 smelled like a locker room.
The stinging aroma of ‘heat rub’’ rang sharply
about the room. To the contestants, the music be-
came louder, the hours longer and the minds and
muscles exhaustive.

The spectators loved it. Many danced late into the
night, to four and five in the morning. But as dawn
broke with a tremendeous gust of wind, only two
people watched 10 tireless contestants who survived
the night. The jamming of E-125 soon began again.
Two more marathoning couples were extinguished
and by 10 a.m one could hardly move within the
confines of E-125. 'An inflamed leg caused another
couple to retire and at high noon, 15 dancing hours
from the start, seven couples wearily squirmed and
meandered with energetic poise:

The afternoon wore long and heavy as four more
couples were compelled to check out. The cheers of
the fascinated crowd plus sheer determination kept
three lonely couples up until 5 p.m. The dance was
then forced to move to the Men’s Dorm to resume
the seemingly endless Marathon Dance. One hour
and eleven minutes after the move a depleated
marathoner fainted leaving two couples as the
victors.

The students loved the Marathon, as shown by the
phencmenal attendance. Contestants had no regrets,
only aspirations. Just hours after it ended there was
much talk of next year, who would enter, how
long could one last. A spark of enthusiasm was
present that seems certain to insure that this was
only the first annual Marathon Dance at RIT.

Copy by Jerry Lewis,
Photographed by Ken Spencer.
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