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Editorial

The Timeline of Nostalgia

Our generation records the passage of time in a highly unique fashion because we are the last people 

of the modern world to remember a life without the Internet. As children, we used books as our primary 

information receptacles. Nowadays, we store our thoughts, memories, ideas, and facts on magnetic strips, 

retrieve them through broadband wires, and view them on liquid crystal displays.

Nostalgia is rooted in books, in something we can touch. This makes sense for many of us; again, we grew 

up reading books, having some bound pages of paper to hold in our tiny little kid hands. We wrote about 

our days with ink and turned in our homework on lined paper. 

I think that’s why Timeline, our new “yearbook” (see page 16), was resurrected. We’ve had yearbooks to 

capture every moment of our schooling, from the fi rst day of kindergarten right up through our high school 

graduations. Timeline is neither the most effi cient nor the most effective method of capturing our college 

years, but it is the most nostalgic. (Looking for the Information Age-equivalent of a yearbook? Most of you 

use it everyday: It’s called Facebook.) 

There’s something seductively soothing about being able to physically submerge yourself in the past. 

Charles Baum, a journalism and printing alumnus from the ‘70s, knows this feeling quite well; he recently 

sent two full years of age-worn Reporter back issues to the offi ce, all relics from his time as an undergrad. 

They positively reek of the past, and fl ood the senses with must and vicarious memory. Their time-deterio-

rated pages are hypnotizing. I fi nd it diffi cult to tear my eyes from them.

Lizzie Sorkin, the outgoing SG President, also knows what I’m talking about. The quilt she received at the 

SG Banquet, an orange and brown keepsake pieced together from MSO and Greek t-shirts, is a form of 

nostalgia she can quite literally wrap around herself on a cold, lonely night. 

But what does this mean for Timeline? Is it still relevant as a record-keeper? We can, after all, touch it, hold 

it in our hands, and leaf through its 200 or so pages. Still, in many ways, the answer is no. Timeline can’t 

compare to Facebook, which will last longer, have infi nitely more contributors, and is 100% customizable. 

Facebook won’t crumble with age like that stack of Reporters has; source code doesn’t rip with repeated 

handling. And every single picture you record in it is relevant to you. No pictures of clubs you didn’t belong 

to, no paragraphs of text talking about concerts you never saw. It’s a record of just your college experience, 

so dynamic that it’s updated while you’re living it.

What Timeline attempts to provide its readers is a physical form of their memories; some static piece 

of the past they can touch with their ever-aging fi ngers. I can’t help but balk skeptically at such an idea—

the Information Age, given its lack of physical boundaries, offers no solace to book-bound data. 

Timeline’s biggest selling point is its nostalgic effect. That can’t, however, last for more than a few years.

Our generation grew up on books and was weaned onto bytes; our younger brothers and sisters, by con-

trast, have been using computers from the very beginning. An artifact like a yearbook will seem downright 

silly to them. After all, nostalgia is a powerful force, and who needs an annually-released yearbook when 

Facebook allows us to make every yesterday of our lives feel a little nostalgic? It would be far too ineffi cient, 

far too primitive, to be useful.

Jen Loomis

Editor in Chief
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Third year photojournalism major Valerie Sauers falls into the mud during the

mud volleyball tournament behind Gracies on Saturday April 28.

Photography by Dave Londres



Corrections
For April 20

The editorial claims that the RIT administration gave the RIAA names 

of students who received pre-litigation letters. This is not true. For the 

administration’s stance on the situation, go here: http://cfapps.rit.edu/

askthepresident/question.cfm?id=1255.

For April 27

The graph on page 21, entitled “Waste in Tons”, is incorrect. As it stands, 

the graph claims that RIT recycles more waste than it produces. This is 

clearly wrong; reverse the colors in the key to see the real statistics.

Clarifi cation

For April 27

The cartoon on page 15 was in no way trying to claim that Matt Hacken-

burg is a terrorist, or that he is responsible for any sort of national tragedy. 

Instead, the cartoon was intended to make fun of his timing, using the jux-

taposition of his incident with the Virginia Tech shooting and then working 

backwards to other tragic moments in history.

For help to quit smoking, 
call the New York State 

Smokers’ Quitline

1-866 -NY-QU I TS
( 1 - 8 6 6 - 6 9 7 - 8 4 8 7 )

So you only smoke 
when you go out?

Yep, you’re a smoker.

Independent 

May 5, 2007
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Film Festival
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Genesee Community College

H5N1-KILLER FLU

Show Time: 1pm Show Time: 3pm
Seven children in seven counties are 
profi led as they struggle to stay in 
school. See the human face of 100 
million children from across the globe 
out of school.

The PBS film producers and a panel of local experts will lead the discussion after each film.

FREE 
For 

Everyone

The World Health Organization 
estimates that the fi rst H5N1 virus, 
could kill tens of millions of people 
worldwide. The fi lm investigates the 
threat of a global pandemic in 
Vietnam.

WIDE ANGLE is a production of Thirteen/WNET New York.



NEWS 5

Each year, about 50,000 children are abducted 

from villages in northern Uganda and forced, 

through fear and brutality, to become child sol-

diers. These are the unseen, the Invisible Chil-

dren, and students at RIT are doing something 

to stop it.

Invisible Children was founded in 2003 by three 

California college students and filmmakers:

Jason Russell, Laren Poole, and Bobby Bailey. 

They created the group after returning from Af-

rica, where they documented the plight of the 

children and others displaced in the Ugandan 

civil war. Raging for more than 20 years, this 

was the longest-running civil war in Africa. Upon 

returning to the United States, they edited their 

footage and created the documentary Invisible 

Children: Rough Cut, which has been informally 

showing across America on college campuses 

ever since.

At RIT, a chapter of Invisible Children was creat-

ed this year by Vijay Francis, fi rst year computer 

engineering major. “After my friends showed the 

fi lm to me, I wanted to do something, and wanted 

to [raise awareness] at RIT,” said Francis about 

the club’s origin. At the fi rst meeting on April 13, 

already 25 members have signed on to help. The 

group will be at Tier 0 this year due to their late 

start, but Francis hopes to move up to a higher 

tier next year to gain more funding and support 

from Student Government.

DISCOVER 
THE UNSEEN:
INVISIBLE 
CHILDREN
AT RIT
by Govind Ramabadran

How do they plan to raise awareness? For start-

ers, they have already held two screenings of 

Invisible Children: Rough Cut; one in March and 

another recently on April 20. 

The fi lm documents in brutal detail the plight of 

the Ugandan children—how they sleep anywhere 

in the city to avoid the villages, where Lord’s 

Resistance Army (LRA) rebels come to abduct 

the children for their army. Once taken to the 

camps, one child is selected at random and 

brutally murdered to serve as an example for 

the other children, warning them not to attempt 

escape. Through indoctrination of fear, the chil-

dren are brainwashed into serving the LRA and 

fi ghting government forces and anyone else the 

LRA targets. Children who have escaped the 

LRA have described to the fi lmmakers how they 

were beaten, lost loved ones, or even took part 

in abductions themselves. 

After the most recent screening, which was 

sponsored by the Organization of African Stu-

dents and Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, 

many of the approximately 60 students who

attended were not only shocked and appalled, 

but felt compelled to help. “It was hard to watch,”

remarked fourth year electrical engineering

major Dave Ortiz. “It was a very brutal reality. 

I’ve never seen [what was going on] before.” 

Val Tracy, second year fi lm and animation

student, felt that seeing the film provokes a 

greater impact than merely hearing about it on 

the news. “You can hear about it as much as 

you want, but you have to see it and experience 

it to understand.” 

A challenge the RIT chapter of Invisible Children 

faces is to bring this issue to the student body 

and to encourage donations. Chelsea DeCapua, 

third year information technology student and 

group member, remarked how it was motivating 

for her. “My friend showed me the documentary 

a little over a year ago. I loved how three col-

lege students with no money can make a dif-

ference. I know [college students] don’t have 

a lot of money, but we have a lot of time to do 

something about it.” She joined the group after 

a simple Facebook search found an event on the 

screening, and the chapter sponsoring it.

With more funding, events, and future screen-

ings, the group hopes to have more students 

concerned and to do something to help bring 

peace to the civil war. DeCapua feels that with 

this, they can show what needs to be done. 

“There are so many things people can do to 

change the world, and it’s our job to show RIT 

how they can be involved.” •

To learn more about the group,

visit www.invisiblechildren.com.



6 NEWS

You log onto myCourses. You watch a clip on 

YouTube. You search Wikipedia. These days, the 

Internet has become an integral part of the learn-

ing process. How students network online and 

create virtual communities is the academic focus 

of Susan Barnes, professor of communication, 

who recently received a two-year, $150,000 

grant to study social computing from the Na-

tional Science Foundation (NSF). This research, 

ultimately, could impact how services such as 

myCourses are used in the future.

The purpose of the research is to improve upon 

collaborative technology. The Lab for Social 

Computing, located in building 74, is currently 

used for several research projects, including 

one funded by Microsoft. Faculty and students 

involved with the lab research new ways to share 

information in education and industry. Barnes, 

who leads the research team, said, “We wanted 

to see how things evolved from the Lab because 

we want it to be a place where students and fac-

ulty can work on projects together. We will also 

get students involved with our NSF grant.” 

With this new source of funding, Barnes also 

hopes to research the different learning envi-

ronments available through the Internet. “The 

information that we learn about online learn-

ing will directly influence the ways in which 

classes are taught. Do students work better in 

a text-oriented or visually-oriented environment?

How do students interact with each other 

and their professors? These are the types of 

questions that we hope to be able to answer,”

said Barnes.

In addition, the grant will be used for a 90-stu-

dent course which will be offered in the spring 

of 2008. Students taking the course will be put 

into small groups to work on assignments analyz-

ing websites such as Facebook, MySpace and 

YouTube. The class will also focus on Second 

Life, the online virtual world, and different open-

source software applications. Between that and 

guest speakers once a week, the course aims 

to educate students on the job opportunities 

available in this newly developed fi eld, though 

at this time, it is too early to offer a full degree 

program. The course will fi rst appear as a spe-

cial topics course in Liberal Arts and Information 

Technology. •

RIT RECEIVES
SOCIAL COMPUTING 
GRANT 
by Elizabeth Bermel

photography by Elizabeth Brewster

Professor Susan B. Barnes, the Associate Director of the Lab for Social Computing.





RIT Students
Face Consequences

for Chalk Art
by Chris Tosswill

On the weekend of April 21—22, f irst year 

students Sarah Kohl, marketing major; James 

Schmiedicker, visual media major; and Zach 

Soudan, communication major, got a rather off-

the-wall idea. After purchasing large buckets 

of sidewalk chalk, they begin drawing cartoon 

characters on the walls of various buildings at 

RIT. The cartoons ranged from Nickelodeon to 

Katamari Damacy. 

“Many people [passed] by, tell ing us how 

much they loved seeing something other than 

monotonous brick, and how much they loved the 

chalked cartoons…though we received mixed 

feelings from the RAs that went by us working,” 

explained Soudan. 

By the end of the day, they were warned and 

written up for their drawings. The next day, 

RIT staff washed off all the chalk drawings 

from campus. In a recent ‘Ask the President,’

BRICKBEAT
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Data provided by FMS from a sample of 14 cans per college.

Dr. Simone weighed in on the issue. “The 

‘artistic quality’ of the chalking is of no relevance,” 

he explained. “Chalking on the buildings or on 

sidewalks deemed off-limits is considered 

graffi ti, and will be removed immediately.” The 

three artists contend that they were just “having 

harmless fun, and that there should be no rule 

against that.” To this end, they have started a 

Facebook group and a petition to RIT that calls 

for changes. •

2007 Waste Audit
On April 20, Facilities Management Services 

conducted a waste audit to determine the 

amount of trash in campus trash cans and how 

much of the material in the trash can could 

have been recycled. FMS collected trash from 

the first and second floors of the College of 

Science, College of Imaging Arts and Sciences, 

and the Kate Gleason College of Engineering. 

Each bag was weighed, and inspected for any 

recyclable material in the bag, which was then 

also weighed. Of the three colleges, the best 

paper recycler was COS and the best container 

recycler was CIAS. •

But please, no subliminal messages.
Sublime and subliminal aren’t synonyms.

Submissions for the 
Art & Lit issue are due 

May 09, 2007. 

DOCs and RTFs go to reporter@rit.edu.
300 dpi PDFs and TIFFS (CMYK, please)

Slide CDs under our door (SAU Room A-426).



RITFORECAST
compiled by Govind Ramabadran
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MAY

SGBANQUET
by Casey Dehlinger

Thursday

10
MAY

Friday

11
MAY

Saturday

05
MAY

8th Annual Lambda WetDown

Outdoors: Behind Gracie’s. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Students invited to 

partake in friendly water balloon fi ghts. Sponsored by Lambda 

Phi Upsilon. Cost: Free.

Kite-fl ying

Outdoors: Greek Lawn. Noon–4 p.m. Come harness the wind.

Sponsored by Global Union. Cost: Free.

CAB Major Concerts Presents: Ben Folds

Gordon Field House. 7 p.m.-11 p.m. Ben Folds returns to RIT to 

perform with opening artists Eef Barzelay and hip-hop violinist 

group Black Violin. Sponsored by College Activities Board. 

Cost: $15 students, $20 faculty/staff, $30 public.

RIT Choral Ensembles Spring Concert

Ingle Auditorium. 3 p.m.-5 p.m. End of quarter spring concert 

featuring the RIT Singers, Brick City Singers, Encore, Eight 

Beat Measure, and Surround Sound. Cost: Free.

This day in 1945 was VE day, when Germany signed the un-

conditional surrender documents of all German forces to Allied 

forces, with active operations ending the next day.

On this day in 1886, pharmacist Dr. John Styth Pemberton in-

vents the carbonated beverage that would later become known 

as Coca-Cola. 

RIT Concert Band and Jazz Ensembles Spring Concert

Ingle Auditorium. 8 p.m.-10 p.m. End of quarter spring concert 

featuring the RIT Concert Band, RIT Jazz Lab Ensemble, and 

RIT Jazz Ensemble. Cost: Free.

CAB Thursday Night Cinema Series:

Requiem for a Dream

Ingle Auditorium. 10 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Cost: Free.

Mr. RIT

Clark Gym. 7 p.m.-9 p.m. Male pageant based on school spirit 

and involvement. Sponsored by Delta Phi Epsilon. Cost: $2.

Handamation

LBJ Panara Theatre. 7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. Blend of live dancers, 

visual theatre performers, and live and taped video artist. 

Cost: $5 students and faculty/staff, others $7. 

Bach to Bop and Back III

Ingle Auditorium. 8 p.m.-11 p.m. Exchange and improvisation 

of music between a classical and jazz trio. Cost: $6 students, 

$14 faculty/staff, $20 public.

CAB Friday Night in the Ritz Breakdance Tournament

Ritz Sports Zone. 9:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Breakdancers show 

off their dancing skills in the Ritz in an attempt to compete for 

prizes. Sponsored by CAB. Cost: $2.

NEWS 9

SG voted to cancel their April 27 meeting because of the SG Banquet occurring 

later that day. The banquet started with a Step Performance by three brothers from 

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. The crowd of hundreds erupted with applause.

After some remarks from SG Historian Dan Territo, who took on the responsibility of 

organizing the event, and SG VP Dave Blonksi, the night came to a start with the fi rst 

round of awards. The presenters included several campus leaders: Karen Thieros, 

Dr. Alfreda Brown, Rohan Palma, and Dr. Heath Boice-Pardee. 

Andrew Davidson showed his short fi lm highlighting things that students are proud 

of and SG’s involvement this year on campus. The complementary party favor for 

all banquet attendees was a poster highlighting “101 Reasons Why We Love RIT,”

the 101st being “our very own Al Simone,” who received a special framed version 

of the poster from SG President Lizzie Sorkin.

SG Award Recipients

Bricks were awarded by SG, Dr. Mary Beth Cooper and President Simone to the 

following recipients:

Best of Clubs Showcase RIT Players

SG Member of the Year Kate Dyson, SG Secretary of Programming

President’s Award Dave Blonski, SG VP

SG Extra Mile Award Lana Verschage, Senior Student Advisor,

Software Engineering Program

SG Outstanding Community Service Club Habitat for Humanity

SG Outstanding Programming Club Asian Cultural Society

President’s Cup for Outstanding Greek Chapter  Alpha Sigma Alpha

Eric Scott Senna Spirit Award Dave Blonski, SG Vice-President

After presenting the fi nal award, President Simone mentioned that his 15 years at 

RIT have been, “The best years of my life,” and tell the story of how he met his wife, 

Carolie, on a blind date as an undergrad. He closed his speech with, “Thank you 

very much for the 15 years, and helping me help you.” 

Closing Remarks

SG Advisors Dr. Heath Boice-Pardee and Karey Pine began the 45-minute process 

of wrapping up the banquet, presenting Blonski with an orange and brown duffel 

bag to replace the plastic Wegmans bags he often carries around. Sorkin received 

a quilt featuring t-shirts of all the major student organizations—originally her idea to 

create as an award. After Dr. Heath and Pine exchanged kind words and presents 

to celebrate their year working together, Sorkin had the stage again to say her fi nal 

thoughts and ‘thank you’s.

Next year’s SG advisor, First Year Enrichment Instructor Colette Shaw, was intro-

duced. The fi nal word was given to SG President-elect Ed Wolf, who took the time 

to voice his excitement to take the reigns, appreciation for the current members of 

SG, and tell the story of his campaigning slip-up, when he accidentally signed to 

Deaf students that he was running for “Student Government Moose.” 
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fantastic yo-yo guy, in addition to many world-

renowned jugglers.”  

The Juggle-In was a weekend-long affair, run-

ning from Friday, April 27 to Sunday, April 30 in 

the Clark Gym. All events were free and open to 

the public, with the exception of a show in Ingle 

Auditorium featuring a proper showcase of the 

world-class performers assembled by the Jug-

gling club this year.

“There’s something for everybody,” Sileo ex-

plained. “Beginners can come and learn to jug-

gle in a beginner’s workshop, while advanced 

jugglers can practice alongside some of the top 

in the sport.” One of the Juggle-In’s highlights 

is the competitive aspect. “Competitions range 

from best trick to blind juggling and endurance. 

You never know what to expect.”

So what kinds of people go to events like this? 

Perhaps a more easily answered question is 

“who doesn’t?” Every age demographic was 

represented, from kids aged 10 to 12 to adults 

sporting beards akin to Santa Claus.

 I talked to a few jugglers who didn’t have their 

hands full at the time to see what they thought 

of the Juggle-In. “Conventions like this are great,” 

said Joe “Yellow Dart” Showers of Syracuse 

University. Jokingly insisting that I call him by 

his nickname, Yellow Dart confi ded, “Beginners 

with an open mind can come to a convention 

and go far. But beginners who think they can’t 

juggle won’t ever be able to do it.” He added, 

“Every chance I get, I’m in the gym practicing. 

I love seeing myself make progress. It’s really 

more about personal progression than showing 

off.” 

Close by was professional juggler Norbi Whit-

ney, who hails from Southwest England. Whit-

ney started juggling after he saw that all of his 

friends could, but he couldn’t. “I was jealous!” 

he exclaimed. “So I practiced, and practiced, 

and in two weeks I was better than all of ‘em. 

Four and a half years later, here I am: a profes-

sional juggler.” For Whitney, conventions like the 

Juggle-In play a role in the advancement of skill. 

“After every convention I go to, I come home 

having learned something new. I come home in-

spired; it’s really great. And there’s a convention 

somewhere practically every weekend!”

If you didn’t get a chance to check it out this 

year, don’t worry. “We’re already busy planning 

next year’s Juggle-In,” said Sileo. And for those 

of you who absolutely can’t wait, RIT does offer 

a juggling class to fulfi ll that wellness require-

ment you’ve been meaning to take care of.

Yellow Dart summed it up nicely when he as-

serted that “Juggling is not just for clowns!” Boy 

is he right, and boy, was I wrong.•

To say that I was surprised at what I saw 

when I showed up to the fi rst day of the 

30th Annual RIT Spring Juggle-In would be 

something of an understatement. Although it 

was a juggling convention, no oversized shoes, 

rainbow-wigs, face paint or squirting flow-

ers—everything that I typically associate with 

juggling types—could be found on the prem-

ises. What I had perceived would be an army 

of Bozos really turned out to be quite the op-

posite: Normal looking people who could have 

been tennis players just as easily as they could 

have been jugglers. And certainly, no clowns; 

for the participants of the Juggle-In, juggling is 

serious business.

So what’s it all about? Well, the Juggle-In is a 

30-year-old tradition of the RIT Juggling club. 

The club, which has about 20 members, puts 

together what is essentially an annual juggling 

conference for upstate New York. The Juggle-

In typically draws anywhere from 400 to 500 

jugglers from around the state, the country, and 

the world.

“This year, we’ve got people coming from Swe-

den, the United Kingdom, and all corners of 

Canada,” explained Juggling Club Vice-Presi-

dent and fourth year electrical engineering 

major Tim Sileo. “We bring in world-class jug-

glers and performers. This year we have the 

top ranked U.S. freestyle footbagger, and a 

LEISURE 11



FEAST YOUR EYES

Holy Cow! These were my thoughts as I entered 

the SAU Cafeteria on April 26 for the Taste of 

RIT. Not only was there an impressive showcase 

of mouth-watering goods on display, there was 

also (quite literally) a cow with a bell, summon-

ing all who had $6 and a healthy appetite.

This spectacle of 17 vendors that contract with 

RIT’s Food Service has been taking place an-

nually for 15 years now. The program, which is 

run with United Way—who receives all of the 

proceeds—was was started in 1992. After ob-

serving how Highland Hospital did something 

similar, albeit on a smaller scale, RIT Food Ser-

vice thought it was a good plan. “It’s a way to 

promote a community event,” said director of 

Residential Food Services Craig Neal. “We 

heard about the idea, and we liked it, so we de-

cided to try it here at RIT.”

Along with events such as the March mini-golf 

fundraiser, the Taste of RIT is the fi nale event to 

a campaign to raise $385,000 for United Way. 

Last year’s Taste of RIT rang in $15,000. “I think 

we’ll surpass that,” remarked Lynn Rowoth, asso-

ciate director of special events and conferences 

within RIT’s Government and Community Rela-

tions division.

FILL YOUR STOMACH

“All our food vendors are testing new products 

on [the students who attended],” explained Ro-

woth. With a record attendance of over 1,000, 

the highest in the event’s history, there was 

plenty of food (and cowbell) to go around. 

One vendor offered Lipton Diet Iced Tea and 

energy drinks, the latter of which included Amp 

Overdrive, the bastard child of Mountain Dew 

Code Red that tasted like downing 100 Sweet 

Tarts in fi ve seconds. It was strong enough that 

the vendor turned away a six-year-old who want-

ed to sample the drink, telling him it was for “big 

people.” This did not, however, stop the same 

vendor from offering the drink to a little old lady, 

who accepted without hesitation. 

Elsewhere, there were at least seven different 

kinds of chicken products cooked in various 

styles, and at least three different forms of egg 

rolls and potstickers. Sweet Street Desserts 

offered samples of their newest cakes, apple 

frangipane, and banana cha-cha. Zweigle’s not 

only had their traditional wares, but also a new 

blend: a tangy apple chicken sausage. Other 

samples included Lean Cuisine’s peanut chicken 

and spicy beef lo mein, chicken dumplings and 

chicken chips from Tyson Foods, Bush’s baked 

beans and chili, Dibbs’ ice cream bites, veggie 

burgers, salmon cakes, and other new products 

that vendors experimented with.

GET SECOND HELPINGS

In contrast to last year’s event, this year’s fea-

tured more vegetarian items to sample from, 

“which is good for the cow,” responded Housing 

Operations senior staff assistant Karen Over-

myer, who was dressed as a cow. In addition to 

cash, students could now pay with Tiger Bucks 

to get in, which increased the attendance. Over-

myer, who has been the cow for this event since 

2000, says she’s seen students returning from 

last year, and others learning about the event 

by word of mouth. She believes that through 

the slogan of “Holy Cow!” and her attire, she 

is raising awareness for a good cause. “People 

are now recognizing me and are looking for me!” 

she exclaimed.

As for this event’s future prospects, Neal is op-

timistic. He feels that vendors benefi t by the ex-

posure they get to students who have a chance 

to try out their new products, and that this event 

will happen for as long as RIT wants it. “I don’t 

see a change [in continuing].” •

TASTE OF RIT
BY GOVIND RAMABADRAN

PHOTO BY RYAN RANDOLPH
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The lights dimmed and the auditorium was full of 

anticipating silence as Jen Shyu walked down the 

steps. Flying in all the way from Taiwan earlier in the 

week, Shyu was brought to RIT by the Asian Culture 

Society to play in Ingle Auditorium on April 27. 

Drawing from many Taiwanese folk songs, Shyu 

showed the many sides of herself through song, 

guiding the audience with her tender voice. She 

seamlessly went from piano to vocals to Erhu, a 

“Chinese violin,” just as easily as she switched from 

English to Spanish and Mandarin. 

I was most anxious to see her perform using the 

Ehru, which looked to be a very simplifi ed version of 

a violin using only two strings tuned to D and A. My 

curiosity was quelled in the song “My Heart Grows 

Sour.” The Ehru complimented the lyrics of the song 

and vocals with a vibrato full of age and heartache. 

Shyu’s voice and string melody weaving in and out 

of each other were full of exquisite pain and sorrow. 

It was a unique song that I will not easily forget.

Another highlight was the song “Moon Night Sor-

row,” in which Shyu asked for audience participation 

through humming. Of course, the audience was a bit 

hesitant, to which Shyu jokingly commented, “Your 

reluctance is phenomenal.” Eventually, the audience 

pulled through and what resulted was nothing short 

of incredible. Shyu’s soft voice lightly dancing on 

top of the low hums of the audience propelled 

the emotion of the song to a beautiful level. 

Between each song, Shyu gave a short inter-

lude explaining the history of where the next 

song came from, along with a little history of 

herself. The songs were all interpretations of 

“songs written during the Japanese occupation 

of Taiwan from 1895 to 1945,” hence their air 

of longing and ache. It was her investigation of 

her father’s journey from Taiwan to the United 

States that inspired her to interview researchers 

of the Taiwanese folk and aboriginal music that 

she performed. 

Shyu is easily one of the most talented persons 

to ever perform here at RIT. Her range of in-

strumental ability and language is hard to fi nd. 

Citing infl uences from classical music and jazz 

to Aretha Franklin and Tori Amos, Shyu brings 

quite a unique sound. From her travels to Taiwan, 

Cuba, and Brazil, she fi nds that she “loves per-

forming and being in front of a crowd.” Though 

many of her songs are in several different lan-

guages, true music transcends all cultural barri-

ers—something which Jen Shyu truly does.

Miss the performance? Check out Jen Shyu’s 

website, http://www.jenshyu.com, for samples 

of her songs and more. •

The Asian Culture Society is a club 

that “promotes awareness and un-

derstanding about Asian culture and 

heritage to all students by bonding 

through experiences,” says the club’s 

president Megan Soriano, a fourth 

year finance and accounting major. 

The club, recently awarded Club of the 

Year by the student organization Glob-

al Union, will be selling origami fl ow-

ers for Mothers Day in the SAU and 

donating a portion of the proceeds to 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving. 

Each month, the Asian Culture Soci-

ety promotes a country, giving vari-

ous facts and information. They’ve 

recently put on many events, such 

as a Sudoku tournament, dodge 

ball, paintball trips, and will hold an 

upcoming Spring Luau. Their weekly 

meetings are held in Building 1 at 

1:00 p.m., room 3287. For more in-

formation about membership, which 

is open to all RIT students regard-

less of heritage, or to sign up for the 

ACS mailing list, contact them at 

acsrit@gmail.com.

BY ERICK DAVIDSON

THE 
HUMAN 
COLOR: 
JEN SHYU’S 

MUSICAL 

INTERPRETATION

PHOTO BY TOM SCHIRMACHER
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For an international B-movie bonanza, the 

Dryden Theatre is screening fi ve Russian space 

films this May, starting with Aelita: Queen of 

Mars on May 10, and culminating with To the 

Stars by Hard Ways on May 31. The latter of 

these two fi lms feels like a cross between The 

Fifth Element and Total Recall, only with far less 

action and many more talking octopuses with 

PhDs and capitalist midgets bent on world dom-

ination by monopolizing the oxygen market.

This alone should tell you that To the Stars by 

Hard Ways is not a fi lm that has achieved great-

ness, unless greatness is awarded to the fi lm 

with the most pathetic man-in-a-box “futuristic” 

robot, complete with vacuum tube coming out 

of his rear end.

Unfortunately, though, the fi lm is relatively slow, 

making it diffi cult to milk laughs from its garish 

vision of the future. There is, of course, some 

philosophy and politics to the fi lm, as well as a 

plot. A cyborg named Niya is found by Earthlings 

that help her remember her past, which brings 

her back to her home planet of Dessa (not to 

be confused with Odessa—no babies fall down 

stairs in this movie). When they get to Dessa, 

Niya and some kind cosmonauts help save the 

planet’s environment so it can continue to sup-

port human life.

From the Tsars to the Stars: To the Stars by Hard Ways
by Casey Dehlinger

Movie Review

The Beer Drinker’s “Diet”
by Govind Ramabadran

At fi rst, I wasn’t sure. Was there an actual diet, 

tailored specifi cally for today’s beer drinkers by 

allowing them to lose those pounds off the beer 

gut without cutting the beer? According to au-

thor Bradley Cailor, this is, in fact, possible with 

The Beer Drinker’s “Diet”.

The 240-page book is split into two parts. The 

fi rst chronicles—in excruciating detail—Cailor’s 

diet and fi tness history from an amateur weight-

lifter in high school and college to a depressed, 

overweight man in his thirties. Each part of his 

diet life is split into chapters, ending with an 

explanation of the plan that he alternately ob-

served or neglected during that time, and its 

net effects. This fi rst half ends with pictures of 

Cailor showing his physical appearance through 

each period.

It would seem logical, after all this lead-in, that 

the second half would lay out the plan. Sadly, it 

did not. There are allusions to the general idea in 

“Tips and Tricks” section, but there is no detailed, 

functioning plan. Basically, Cailor’s diet calls for 

a sensible level of exercise and watching what 

you eat. Fair enough, but what about beer, or al-

cohol in general? To put it simply, Cailor’s grand 

revelation is that alcohol is fi ne if consumed in 

moderation. He openly encourages indulgences, 

so long as one doesn’t to go overboard with it. 

Does this work? I tried this for about two weeks, 

and the short answer is yes, it does. I went to 

gym, did repetitions on the machines, ran on 

the treadmill, and usually ate twice a day, if not 

thrice. I had one bottle of Yuengling and a cou-

ple shots of vodka during this period, and I still 

lost 14 pounds.

What separates this book from the average diet 

book out there is the direct style of writing. Un-

fortunately, however, the author has no concept 

of grammar or spelling; the errors in this book 

are more even more wearisome than his intermi-

nable testimonial. His diet ideas provide some 

useful insights as to what to try out, but take it 

with a grain of salt. •

®Book Review

Once the initial hilarity of watching a B-movie 

wears thin, the fi lm rides on little more than the 

freakishly long neck of lead woman Yelena Me-

tyolkina, whose hair and head resemble a tennis 

ball for this fi lm. Unless you have a very funny 

friend who can “Mystery Science Theatre 3000” 

it with you, To the Stars by Hard Ways should 

be avoided. Aelita: Queen of Mars looks to be 

the best bet for campiness, while the 163-min-

ute snail’s-paced and straight-laced The Stalker 

is only for fi lm diehards. •

More information on the From the Tsars to the 

Stars series can be found at http://dryden.east-

manhouse.org/program-highlights/from-the-

tsars-to-the-stars.

Price: $14.97 at Amazon.com
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REPORTER

RECOMMENDS
Staying far, far away from the caffeinated gum they 

sell in the bookstore. At this point in the quarter, 

that little extra “jolt” of caffeine probably sounds 

like a great addition to your late night marathon 

study sessions, right? Well, it’s NOT. After chew-

ing for approximately 45 seconds, you’ll under-

stand why it’s such a bad idea: The resultant tough, 

rubbery wad tastes like pure evil. If it’s a mouthful 

of punishment you’re after, go to Gracie’s—even 

their worst is better than this gum.

JUMBLE
Animals Sent to 
Space
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CARTOON | by Alex Salsberg

If you’ve never done one of these, this is how it works: each row and 

column should contain the numbers 1-9 once and each of the blocks 

should contain each number once too. The answer is on the website, 

go check it out!

SUDOKU
Diffi culty: Easy

silkworm, dog, spider, chimp, 

mouse, guinea pig, tortoise, 

frog, fruit fl y, fi sh, monkey, newt, 

cricket,  snail

QUOTE
Art Buchwald
“We seem to be going through a period of nos-

talgia, and everyone seems to think yesterday 

was better than today. I don’t think it was, and 

I would advise you not to wait 10 years before 

admitting today was great. If you’re hung up on 

nostalgia, pretend today is yesterday and just 

go out and have one hell of a time.’” 

HAIKU
by Brian Garrison

Alls I’m tryin’ to say

‘s’that it’s tougher’n-nails to smush

all’f it on three lines

MAY 4, 2007
May 4, 1814—Napoleon arrives at Portoferraio 

on the island of Elba to begin his exile.

After the Vietnam War, Prince Nguyen Phúc Buu 

Chánh went into exile to the United States. He 

then attended Northeastern Illinois University, 

where he graduated with a B.S. in Information 

Science.

The state fossil of Illinois is the Tully Monster.

“Awesome Kong,” owned by the Dane brothers, 

was the fi rst monster truck to ever physically 

crush other automobiles in public.

Due to animal cruelty laws, hardcore crush 

erotica—pornography depicting humans crush-

ing insects and animals—is illegal. As an alterna-

tive, perhaps crush fetishists might try “The Pas-

sion According to G.H.” by Clarice Lispector, 

an existentialist short story in which a woman 

agonizingly crushes a cockroach (and then 

goes insane).

While it is true that the average cockroach does 

indeed have a radiation resistance 6-15 times 

that of humans, they curl up and die at doses 

than don’t even bother many other insects.

“Colony Collapse Disorder” is the name for the 

alarming phenomenon in which whole colonies 

of bees suddenly and inexplicably abandon their 

hives, flying off to die. The few remaining in-

sects in the hives are enormously diseased. 

Hives occur when capillaries and tiny veins get 

“leaky” and fl uid escapes the blood vessels. It 

is then trapped in parts of the skin and lining 

membranes of the body, which causes local-

ized swelling.

Though the US army doesn’t conduct official 

body counts, there have been upwards of 

62,000 Iraqi civilians reported dead since the 

arrival of coalition troops.

May 4, 1948—Norman Mailer’s f irst novel,

The Naked and the Dead, is published.

7 9 3 4

5 4

6 2 9 3

9 4 1

8 7 3 2

5 7 1

4 8 5 6

4 1

2 8 4 5

LEISURE 15



16 SECTION

making history on the timeline

by Veena ChattI
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MATT BAGWELL



OF IDEAS PAST

THE TIMELINE LOOK

THE BEGINING
The biggest challenge was starting from scratch and building a structure. 

Nobody had a Timeline before. Think about it, how do you say, ‘Timeline is 

going to be here in the spring’? You have to use the word yearbook.”

The appearance of the book has been entrusted to photo and design 

editors Kristen Brown and Kristen McGeorge. Both eagerly anticipate 

the release of the book on May 8. They have been involved since the start 

of the project. “Yeah, the computers got here in winter, I think...” says 

McGeorge. ”End of winter,” corrects Brown, a third year photo major, 

when discussing how everything had to be done from scratch. “We used 

our own PCs,” they explain, “you know, transferring fi les back and forth...”

Timeline is full of photographs, explaining why there are so many 

flyers on campus asking for staff photographers. Many events have 

been covered. “We [will ] cover up until Spingfest,” says Brown, 

“and then there’s a special edition covering graduation that will be 

released in June.” With a limited staff, a fi nite set of pages, and only so 

much time in the day, one should not expect to see every momentous 

occasion of the past year. The bronze tiger at the foot of the Kodak 

Quad was decked out in a sweater by concerned students, which 

is an incident that has not found a place in Timeline. “We focused on 

the memories; the good times that make college special,” says Leh.

Each page is designed and checked by the photo and design editors. The 

team of editors also includes media editor Abdul Matsah and copy editor 

Alaina Somers. Somers is a freshman majoring in software engineering, and 

Matsah is a graphic media major. Together, the team has spent hours on the 

project, often working weekends and investing vast amounts of free time. 

Members of the team admit that the hours have been building up, especially 

now that the Timeline deadline is looming. According to McGeorge and 

Brown, the most difficult part of their jobs is finding the time. “Time 

management’s been tough.” says McGeorge, “Coping with class loads and 

work and this...[but] I enjoy it because it’s what my career’s going to be like.” 

The first yearbook, Ramikin ( ‘RAMI’ for Rochester Athenaeum and 

Mechanics Institute), began publication in 1912. The yearbook’s name 

was changed to Techmilia after 1944, when the institute changed its own 

name to Rochester Institute of Technology. Old Techmilias still adorn 

Crossroads and are on display in Wallace Library’s RIT exhibition, and 

in other nooks on campus. With such a long lineage of yearbooks before 

Timeline, will the staff be able to create their own niche? According 

to David Blonski, SG vice president, Timeline is unique because:

 It is not a traditional yearbook with head shots. 

 It utilizes print-on-demand to allow anyone to order a   

 yearbook, anytime, and have it delivered to them anywhere. 

 It is chronological, starting from when school starts to when   

 seniors graduate. 

In 2004, a distressed freshman posed a question to the “Ask President 

Simone” website about the striking lack of a yearbook in an Institute famed 

for its imaging arts and sciences programs. RIT, with oodles of talent in 

photography, design and printing, and nary a yearbook to show off all the 

photo majors’ creativity? Our campus has not seen a yearbook since 1993, 

when the popularity and demand for a yearbook amongst students dropped 

so low that the administration was compelled to cancel it because of losses 

incurred. The $100,000 cost of publishing a yearbook and daunting logistics 

made it diffi cult to give graduating students a keepsake of their years at 

RIT. More importantly, if the students aren’t interested, why publish one?

 

All that has changed. Last spring, Simone challenged Student 

Government to develop a book students would want and the 

appropriate business plan to make it successful. What SG came up 

with, with the help of a handful of dedicated students, was Timeline. 

They have managed to hatch a new business plan, allowing the book 

to sell for $25 and reducing the total cost of production to one-fourth 

of what was proposed in a study by administrators a few years ago. 

Lori Duprey, third year visual media student and SG secretary of 

public relations, helped initiate the effort. “Last year, while I was in 

my position as CIAS Senator, I was brainstorming about an idea,” 

says Duprey. “I wanted to bring students together to collaborate on a 

book project that would capture RIT from a student’s perspective.” 

Duprey approached the SG cabinet about the idea, and was then 

informed that Simone had asked SG to look into a similar project.

“From the beginning, I envisioned something very dif ferent from a 

yearbook,” says Duprey, “focusing more on showcasing student talent 

and life at RIT, rather than thousands of head shots. In September, 

we finalized the editor positions, and I handed the reigns over to 

two senior editors who then coordinated the rest of the project.”

This year, RIT will see not one, but two books targeting two student 

populations: graduating seniors and underclassmen. Both books 

are similar in essence, except that the one for graduating seniors 

will have an additional section covering the graduation ceremonies. 

“This project was actually first started a year ago in spring. Over 

the summer, those of us who were still in Rochester met up and 

discussed the project thanks to Lori Duprey, this year’s PR, who 

brought us together,” says Kristina Leh, editor in chief of Timeline.

“We didn’t want a typical yearbook,” says Leh. “We wanted something 

to more uniquely identify the publication.” Leh, who has had experience 

working on yearbooks in high school, is a third year new media publishing 

major. “There were two of us at the time, and we both worked really well with 

each other and wanted to make this project work, but a lot of things came 

up for the other person, so I brought in Tom,” she says, referring to senior 

editor Thomas Pelillo. “It’s been really diffi cult, [there were] lots of obstacles. 

We started off with 10 editors, but now only fi ve original editors remain.”

“I think we knew what we were getting into when we did this,” intones 

Pelillo, a third year graphic media major, “I knew how much we had to do. 
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FURTHER AHEAD ON THE TIMELINE

“We really wanted to stay away from Techmilia because it was in 

the past, and it had its lifetime and it ended,” says Leh. “We didn’t 

want to resurrect it . We are a new name, new organization, new 

everything. We definitely looked at books in the past and assessed 

why they fai led and took that into account, but the idea of our 

book is so dynamically dif ferent that it can’t really be compared.”

More enthusiastically, she adds, “We don’t want to be called a yearbook! 

That is the biggest hardship we’ve faced this year, I think, trying to get 

people to understand that. We say, ‘You know, we’re having a book, and 

it’s going to encompass events, student life and everything we do at RIT in 

a year, but it’s not a yearbook because we’re not going to take everyone’s 

pictures and put their head shots in it.’ That was really hard, to market 

ourselves with something that really has never been marketed here before.”

When asked whether the book had any theme, Blonski replied, “There 

really isn’t any particular theme this year besides school identity (keeping 

school colors of orange and brown prominent in the book). In a sense, our 

theme is self-titled by having a line at the bottom of the book with a certain 

date as if you were following a time line as you viewed the publication.”

“We held brainstorming sessions for a couple weeks to come up 

with a name, theme, and slogan for the publication. We went through 

several names and a member mentioned that having photos in order 

is like a timeline—and the rest is history,” explains Leh. “In a sense, we 

are not an official yearbook, but an annual publication that highlights 

the year’s happenings at RIT. We capture the events that happen at 

RIT instead of documenting all 10,000+ students who attends RIT.”

So what is the bigger picture, then? What’s going to happen to 

Timeline once this year’s book has been released? “That’s where Tom 

and I, as leaders, have had to step out and look at what we need to 

do to become a self-sustaining Major Student Organization (MSO).”

“A lot of this year has been spent contemplating what we can physically get 

done,” adds Pelillo, “We asked: What ideas do we have the manpower/

content/hours to get done? That made a lot of the decisions.”

And what of the budget? Where does Timeline derive fi scal support and 

what will they have to do for it next year?

Each Timeline will sell for $25, and the first 1,000 copies to be sold 

will only cost $20. “Timeline,” says Blonski, “has worked on a budget 

of $20,000: $10,000 from Dr. Simone and $10,000 from SG. At least 

$5,000 of the budget is for one-time purchases, such as computers 

and software. Another $5,000 is for a price subsidy for students (we 

really wanted to keep the price of the book to $20). Members of the 

Timeline staff agreed that their roles with Timeline are much more 

about education outside the classroom than they are about monetary 

compensation—consequently, they agreed to receive a lower pay, and 

they will only receive it when the fi nal version of the book is published.”

“As of r ight now, nothing has been decided yet for our future,” 

says Pelil lo. “We stil l have to meet with SG. The money that we 

got this year was from Dr. Simone and SG, and since Dr. Simone 

will not be here next year and there is new leadership within SG, 

the project will be reevaluated at the end of the year and again 

in the fall to see how much money they want to put back into it.”

“This is our fi rst year, and we had to worry about buying the computers, 

setting the of f ice up, etc. A lot of the money that we needed to 

produce the book went to resources, which is the reason why the 

budget is really high,” adds Leh. “We want people to buy the book, 

so a quarter of our budget went to help subsidizing the book as well.”

“With anything, there’s a star t-up cost,” adds Pelil lo. “Next year 

won’t take as much.” One thing, however, Leh and Pel i l lo are 

clear about: “Whoever is taking it over has a long road ahead.” 

Pel i l lo and Duprey wil l be spearheading the project nex t year.

“With the groundwork that [Leh] has laid, we will kick things up to a new level, 

and hopefully make this something people will look forward to,” says Duprey.

“Our goal is that when we leave, Timeline’s on the right track to becoming 

an MSO,” says Pelillo.

“Once word gets out, there will be a lot of people working on it and 

we can definitely become an MSO,” notes Leh. “This is going to pay 

off when I see that there is a huge interest in this project next year, 

and when next year’s book is an evolution of this year’s. We started off 

with huge ideas, that, reality-wise, we had to bring down to a practical 

level to make it happen. By the time I leave, when I see a book that 

manages to incorporate all those ideas, it would definitely pay off.”

“The pay-off,” according to Pelillo, “is when we get this book done, and it’s 

out there amongst the RIT community.” •

The offi cial release date for Timeline is May 8. Orders can be placed at 

www.RITTimeLine.com.

The Timeline staff: (front row, left to right) Kristin McGeorge, Kristin 

Brown, Kristina Leh, Tom Pelillo, Alaina Somers.  (back row) Jessica 

Scott, Petr Nestratov

From left to right, Alaina Somers, Kristin Brown, and Kristin McGeorge 

work in the Timeline offi ce at a meeting last Friday, April 27th. 
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BY JEAN-JACQUES DELISLE

ILLUSTRATION BY MIKE NORTON

R
IT likes to boast about its 157 clubs, along with its 10 Major 

Student Organizations (MSOs) and 26 Greek Organizations, 

and rightfully so. These student-run organizations contribute 

to the acclimating of new students during the fall term, make a 

dent in the bleakness of winter, and brighten the energetic spring months. 

This is a perpetual cycle with static MSOs and traditional Greek organiza-

tions, but what of the clubs that are dependent upon time, membership, 

and budget—the newbies? 

The RIT student community rarely hears of the hopeful clubs that apply for 

recognition but are denied. Reporter recently interviewed Brittany Ray, a 

fourth year industrial engineering major and Representative at Large for 

Student Government, to fi nd out how the Club Review Board (CRB) works, 

as well as why some of the most recent waves of club applications were 

denied or listed as ‘pending approval.’ 

THE
CLUBS

NEVER
WERE

THAT
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THE MARKSMANSHIP CLUB

This club intended to facilitate a marksman group on campus. Currently, 

this club is in a ‘pending’ position, since SG needs to examine if RIT could 

support the club’s safety and availability. Also, from a risk management 

standpoint, SG needs to make sure that RIT can support the club in any-

thing they would need, such as fi rearm storage and locker access. 

THE CLUB REVIEW PROCESS

For many of these clubs, their denied status was due to simple confl icts 

with SG guidelines for recognizing student clubs. According to Ray, the 

steps are well laid out and their process works as such: “The mission 

statements are always the fi rst thing we look at, then we check if it is a 

Greek club or departmental/college club, then if they have at least 10 

members. Then questions will come along about things like budget, meet-

ing space, and times. After that, it is just case-by-case.” 

The CRB also wants to have a complete understanding of the potential 

club’s request. “We often ask clubs that we have questions about to come 

in and speak for the club, and we vote immediately after we talk with the 

club. If you take your time to come and see us, we are not going to leave 

you waiting,” said Ray. 

The longevity of RIT clubs is not nearly as impressive as that of RIT’s 

MSOs and Greek Organizations, but they have a way of fl uidly accom-

modating student interest. Elsie Samson, an MBA graduate and former 

member of CRB, observed, “I learned from being on the Club Review 

Board that many clubs tend to go strong for a few years, die out, then 

about four years later, a new group starts up one of those clubs again and 

the cycle continues.” 

This oscillating existence calls for a dynamic decision-making body that 

would govern this process. Fortunately, RIT has such a force in the form 

of the CRB. It defi nes the conditions for club approval and recognition, 

fairly accomplishing all of the goals within its sanctions. In a continuous 

process of review, research and decisions, all of the would-be clubs that 

apply are given a status of denial or recognition. This process leads to an 

ever-changing list of new RIT clubs and those clubs that are just a blip on 

the radar of student life.  •

If you are curious about exactly how the club recognition process works—

or any other aspect of SG—you can look up the President’s Manual at 

campuslife.rit.edu/clubs/resources/ClubPresidentHandbook.pdf. 

THE STUDENT COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

The Student Communications Center was to be an NTID club that would 

focus on television, newspaper articles and websites to practice better 

communication between NTID and the rest of the RIT community. The 

mission of the club in no way confl icted with any of CRB’s ideals, but 

when asked the question of how they were to include members that were 

not associated with NTID, the club’s answer was deemed unsatisfactory 

and their application was denied. One of the well-defi ned requirements of 

clubs in CRB’s parameters is that a club must not be exclusive. 

THE CENTER FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

GRADUATE STUDENT ORGANIZATION 

This club was to be a student organization for multidisciplinary graduate 

students. Its purpose and membership scenario confl icted with two of 

CRB’s general club requirements. The inclusive nature of a club meant 

solely for multidisciplinary students blatantly confl icts with the completely 

inclusive requirements of RIT clubs. Also, the club labels itself with aca-

demic qualities, which is not an SG-recognized club requirement—it would 

be better to seek sponsorship from within the organization’s academic 

department. 

THE NETWORK SECURITY AND SYSTEMS

ADMINISTRATION CLUB

The name of this would-be club appropriately refl ects its mission, as well 

as the mission of an existing club (whose name has since been misplaced). 

SG disapproves of creating duplicate clubs, which means two clubs that 

have similar missions are encouraged to reach a compromised mission 

statement that incorporates both organizations’ goals. 

ACHA HOCKEY

This aspiring club wanted to start an RIT club hockey league. The only 

issue that SG had with this proposal is that there already exists a RIT 

Varsity Hockey team, and the confl ict for time, money, and space would 

be too much. However, now that RIT Hockey is Division I and is no longer 

recruiting, SG is considering the situation. This brings up many of the 

regulations that RIT club sports must undergo, because it is so diffi cult to 

accommodate all of them. Club sports are of major concern to SG. With 

the high maintenance of club sports, it is hard to balance their portion of 

the budget and facilities with other SG-sponsored clubs. Ray comments, 

“Club sports were on a hold for this [past] year because club sports mo-

nopolize so much in resources.” 

STUDENTS FOR CAMBODIAN SCHOOLS

This organization’s mission would be to raise money to build schools in 

Cambodia. With such a noble goal, how could SG not instantly approve 

them and instead label their request as ‘pending’? The club’s mission is 

very similar to Habitat for Humanity’s goal of raising money to build schools 

all over the world. With this in mind, SG asked the group’s leaders to 

speak with the leader of Habitat for Humanity club and see how they can 

relate their goals before SG will try to fi nd a place for them. 
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Our Spring Career Fair held on March 28th had a record 
2,000+ attendees, 208 companies, 500+ recruiters, and 688 interviews
Save the date for Fall Career Fair:
Wednesday, September 26th
with interviews on Thursday the 27th

Office of Cooperative Education and Career Services  585.475.2301, 6905 TTY

THANKS!
RIT STUDENTS & ALUMNI
FOR MAKING THIS OUR BEST CAREER FAIR EVER!



WORD ON THE STREET
COMPILED AND PHOTOGRAPHED BY BELVEDUDE

Q: If you could start a club, what would it be?

“I would dedicate a club to spoons, 

The Spoonmasters.”

Megan Clegg

First year graphic design

“Swedishmeatballeatingziggurat-

climbingapplebobbingtoenail-

clipping4life.org.”

Fil Sierzega

Fourth year new media design

“Bird and Burrito enthusiasts.”

Nell Doyle

Fourth year graphic design

“The society against lawn gnome 

genocide.”

James Schmiedicker

First year communications

“American diversity club.”

Joel Samaroo

Third year applied networking 

systems administration

“The Mighty Boosh fan club.”

Carla Bartow

Third year illustration

“Rafting club.”

Mark Hatcher

Third year international studies

“Marksman club.”

Brendan Kreyling

First year mechanical engineering 

technology

“Repelling club.”

Heather Drake

Thrid year photojournalism

“Society against bluegrass 

country.”

Kursten O’neil

First year mechanical engineering

“Short shorts party planning.”

Corey Barnard

Fourth year biology

“The Diogenes club.”

Lucien Dunning

Fifth year computer science
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©2007 Domino’s Pizza LLC. Not valid with any other offer. Valid with coupon only at participating stores.
Prices may vary. Tax may apply. Minimum purchase required. Delivery charge may apply. Limited delivery areas.

Campus Wings
Combo

Campus
Double Deal

Starving Student Special

One 1-ToppingPizza & 10
Buffalo Wings ORDomino’s

Pizza Buffalo Chicken Kickers®

$1299

Medium

$1499

X-Large
Plus TaxPlus Tax

Two Cheese & 1-Topping
Pizzas

$1299

2 Mediums

$1499

2 Larges

$1699

2 X-Larges

Plus Tax

Plus Tax

Plus Tax

1-ToppingPizza & Cheesy Bread
Can Substitute Cheesy Bread with Breadsticks Or Cinna Stix®

$799

Medium

$999

Large

Plus TaxPlus Tax

Save
$4!

Deep Dish Extra.
Expires 6/15/07.

Deep Dish Extra.
Expires 6/15/07.

Deep DishExtra.
Expires 6/15/07.

©2007 Domino’s Pizza, LLC 49069

STUDENT SAVINGS!

ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
2095 East Henrietta Rd.

359-3330

Mon.-Thur. 11am-1am
Fri. & Sat. 11am-2am
Sun.  Noon-Midnight

©2007 Domino’s Pizza LLC. Not valid with any other offer. Valid with coupon only at participating stores.  Cash value 1/20¢
Prices may vary. Tax may apply. Minimum purchase required. Delivery charge may apply. Limited delivery areas.

Deep Dish Extra.
Expires 6/15/07.

Three Medium 1-Topping Pizzas

$500 Each
Minimum 3 Pizzas

Save
$9!

Deals

BIG FRATERNITY AND SORORITY DISCOUNTS!

DORM PARTIES? STUDENT MEETINGS?
Call Domino’s Office

427-8468

COMMONS
THE

Online Ordering Service.

Piping
Hot
And
Ready
To
Eat .

JUST GO TO 
RIT.WEBFOOD.COM

Among your many course options: 

Craft Fundamentals 1 & 2  •  Painting  •  Algebra
Environmental Chemistry  •  Human Diversity 
American Sign Language  •  Public Speaking
Healthful Living  •  Western Art History  
Biology  •  English Communications 1 & 2
Intro to Tourism & Hospitality  •  Golf  •  Tennis

Get Credit 
   this Summer...

ONLINE OR AT ANY OF GENESEE’S 6 CAMPUSES

While you’re home this summer, visit the campus location nearest you:

ARCADE  25 Edward St./ 585-492-5265  BATAVIA  One College Rd. / 585-345-6800

DANSVILLE  9221 Robert Hart Dr. / 585-335-7820 LAKEVILLE   5999 Big Tree Rd./ 585-346-5070

ORLEANS  456 West Ave., Albion / 585-589-4936 WARSAW  115 Linwood Ave./ 585-786-3010

ONLINE COURSES:  585-345-6969 online@genesee.edu

To see the full course schedule go to:    www.genesee.edu 



YOUR FUTURE IS WITHIN REACH

College expenses should not be a roadblock for your future. Stay on track with an

alternative loan from Campus Door. Get up to $250,000 to pay for college and make

no payments until 12 months after you graduate. Apply online today at

campusdoor.com to receive an approval usually in less than a minute. Spend your

time planning for your future, not worrying about how to pay for it.

You have the will. We have the way.
campusdoor.com

All loans are subject to credit approval. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without
notice. Other restrictions apply.   Trade/Servicemarks are the property of Campus Door Inc. and/or its
affiliates. Lender is Lehman Brothers Bank, FSB. ©2007 Campus Door Inc. All Rights Reserved. Equal
Opportunity Lender.

And so is the money to pay for it



WOMEN’S SOFTBALL
RIT vs. Geneseo
04.21.07

photography by Josh Lehrer

01//On Saturday, April 28, at the 

RIT fi eld against Geneseo, fresh-

man outfi elder and interpretive edu-

cation major Jessica Ziomek runs 

to fi rst.  

02//Stephanie Nailos, Junior cen-

ter fi elder for RIT and applied 

mathematics major, bats against 

Geneseo.

03//Younger members of the RIT 

softball team cheer on their seniors 

during Senior Day ceremonies.
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You’ve probably seen them between bites at the 

RITZ in that seldom-lit sunken corner adorned 

with the banners of the name in sports entertain-

ment, “ESPN.” If you’ve ever taken the chance 

to peer over for more than a passing glance, you 

might’ve realized aside from local sport’s anchor 

John DiTullio, everyone hard at work is a student 

actualizing their television production dreams.

Mark Fragale is an ETC staff member at RIT who-

se contributions to the program are relegated to 

mediation for the student production workforce, 

overseeing the program, and lending direction 

when insight is sought. Fragale explains, “Here 

is the critical thing about RIT Sports Zone 

for me, as an executive producer: Everything 

on the show is done by students, and I mean

everything. When you see the show, if you look 

on any frame, the graphics, the music undernea-

th it, the writing, the hosting…everything’s done 

by students. That’s the key.”

 

Fragale seems to be doing a good job, too.

RIT Sports Zone recently finished its 70th 

episode, which amounts to about 35 hours of

programming in just five years—no small feat 

by any television program, regardless of the fact that these students 

are juggling school against their profound dedication for professional-

g r a d e  p r o g r a m m i n g .  R e c e n t l y  p r o m o t e d  t o  H e a d  o f  Ta -

lent for the upcoming school year,  f i r s t  year adver t is ing /pu-

blic relations major Sophie Schil laci ref lects on Fragale’s work 

ethic, “Spor ts Zone is his l i fe ; he’s always there to help…and

I couldn’t have asked for a better boss.”

Fragale elaborates on RIT’s sui generis community, “We’re in a unique 

position because a lot of colleges don’t have a great graphics school 

like we do, or a great fi lm school like we do, or a great business school, 

or a great computer school to draw from.” Regardless of the plethora of 

career-oriented students here, Fragale and the RIT Sports Zone team are 

looking for a cut above the rest. “This isn’t just come in and work, you’ve 

got to bring your creativity to this job and that’s critical to the whole thing. 

That’s why we don’t hire as many people as we could, but I would rather 

have a smaller group who are good than many people who are average. 

I think those types of students gravitate towards us,” says Fragale. “This 

is not a college club or cool thing to do; it’s work, it’s actual work. What 

[students] do is up on the screen, and that’s critical.”

Accordingly, Schillaci adds, “It’s an awesome experience. I was hired in 

September when I fi rst got here, and already just looking at my segments 

from the beginning of the year to now, I have improved so much, it’s such 

a huge difference and I’m still learning and improving. It’s good for me. I’m 

putting together a talent reel…and it’s awesome for me to have that [reel] 

RIT Sports Zone:
Principle in Practice
by Geoff Shearer

photography by Andrew Ong

hey’ll be putting together a professional television program, and hopefully it will be a huge suc-

cess,” Executive Producer Mark Fragale told Repor ter in 2003 regarding the student-produ-

ced RIT Sports Zone program. Lit tle did Mark know that less than four short years later, this 

entirely student-produced spor ts show would be reaching over 200,000 people in most of

Western New York, with no indication of its growth slowing.“T
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to send out with my resume to TV stations to try and get co-ops. That’s 

been really helpful for me as far as what I want to do for a career.”

Student Executive Producer Kent Weaver, a third year fi lm and animation 

student, adds, “The show has been the focal point on my resume and has 

let me get an internship at Fox Sports after my freshman year, a job making 

commercials after my sophomore year, and hopefully an internship with 

ESPN this coming summer.”

This culmination of work from RIT’s student elite is not going unnoticed ei-

ther. Within the past few weeks, RIT Sports Zone won the “Aurora” award 

for video production, an award given not for college submissions but rather 

submissions in the professional landscape. This is in addition to a gold 

award for sports editing and platinum best-of-show award in graphics and 

design, thanks largely in part to the cutting-edge work of fi fth year fi lm 

and animation student Sean Dekkers, head of motion graphics. Modestly, 

Fragale contends, “We’re just doing what we think is cool, but then when 

you see something like this, it’s like, ‘Man, maybe we’re doing something 

right here…Yeah…I guess that was good.’ It’s one of those ‘You can’t see 

the forest through the trees’ type of things because you’re so immersed 

in it until you get feedback from people. That’s when you start to realize 

that people are actually watching.”

Covering a broadcast area from Niagara Falls to Syracuse with over 

200,000 potential viewers, RIT Sports Zone is taking a close look at the

direction of their future. ESPN has taken appreciation in their accom-

plishments over their relatively short lifespan. Fragale divulges, “[ESPN] 

ordered about 200 DVDs of our season’s episodes to bring to the 

other schools to say ‘this is how you should do it; model it after this’.”

Although the growth of RIT Sports Zone may rely to some degree 

on the performance of RIT’s sports and competitions, their focus

remains true, comments Fragale, “The basis is on sports, but really under-

First year reporter 

Sophie Schillaci 

interviews RIT 

Women’s Lacrosse 

Senior Captain

Lisette Silver after 

their win against

Keuka College 

on April 28.

neath all that it’s about our students learning and 

then taking that with them when they graduate.”

RIT Sports Zone is one of many opportunities 

for students to get involved on campus and 

offers students the ability to make the body of 

knowledge they pull from their degrees as com-

prehensive as they are willing to make it. Fraga-

le eloquently explains, “We’re giving them the 

tools and saying build the house, build whatever 

house you want to build, and take it with you 

when you leave. It’s experience, but on a myriad 

of levels and I think that’s one of our biggest 

assets.” •

RIT Sports Zone airs on Time Warner Spor-

ts Net, channel 26, on Friday at 6pm and on 

ESPN2, channel 25, at 8:30am on Saturdays. 

The show is also broadcast on cable access 

channel 4. Check out ritsportszone.com for a 

complete schedule.

Cameraman

Joe Bellavia

records footage

for Sportszone 

on April 28.



RITRINGS—MADLIBS
585.475.5633
All calls subject to editing and truncation. Not all calls will be run. Reporter reserves the right to 

publish all calls in any format. The views expressed on this page are not endorsed by Reporter.

compiled by Ryan Metzler
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In case you’ve forgotten what adjectives,

adverbs, nouns, and verbs are, here’s a

quick review:

Noun: Person, place, or thing.

Examples: tree, house, brother.

Adjective: Describes somebody or something. 

Examples: lumpy, short, annoying.

Verb: Action words.

Examples: jump, run, write.

Present Participle: Verb ending in “ing.”

Examples: jumping, running, writing.

Saturday 11:57 p.m.

Yo, our RA just ran from this party that just got 

busted. It was so funny—he was in the closet 

huddled around with all the drinks, and all we 

hear are the glasses just clinking around. Then 

he goes and runs out the window, he was “Su-

perman-ing” out of it. It was amazing. So he 

just “Superman-ed” right out of the window and 

bolted like sixty-hundred miles an hour. Now he’s 

not even answering his phone. You know who 

you are. Alright, bye.

Sunday 12:11 a.m.

Hey RIT Rings, how are ya? I’m up on Sol nine 

and I just want to let you know that I think we 

have the best bathrooms on campus, especially 

the men’s room on the south side. Man, I love it 

when I have to take a piss or a dump because 

the lights have been out for a week. Nothing’s 

better then having to take a (noun)  

in the dark and worrying about falling off the 

bowl when you reach for a piece of toilet paper 

because the seats are held on by the skins of 

their teeth. So in the end I have to worry about 

my (noun)      falling off the toilet.

Sunday 1:48 a.m.

Hi, this Kurt Vonnegut calling, I just want to say 

that I’m fed up with all the T.S. Eliot, E.E. Cum-

mings, and Ernest Hemmingway (adjective)

(noun)  that ’s been happening. 

Hemmingway killed himself, okay? Might as 

well be Elliot Smith. Read my books, they rule. 

Slaughterhouse-Five, I rule? I wrote the sun-

glasses song; at least the internet thinks so. I 

just died, but whatever. I got my other literary 

friends here tonight and we have some orange 

juice. Wegmans European soda is very fizzy. 

(Male voice muttering). Sorry Hitler, no, you 

can’t get on the phone. Bye.

Sunday 1:51 a.m.

Yeah, hello. I would like to greet you. I would 

like to complain about how both of my previous 

two calls were being not aired, one about the 

lesbian and the other about Notre Dame. This is

(adjective)          (noun).

Sunday 1:52 a.m.

Elliot Smith killed himself. Didn’t you know 

that?

Tuesday 6:22 p.m.

I want to know why the (noun)                      

some kid in the RIT Inn is putting together a 

gun at 11:30 in the morning and I don’t get a

(verb, present participle)

e-mail from RIT until 5:30 that night, when yes-

terday Virginia Tech police decided it wasn’t 

pertinent enough to cancel classes because 

someone got shot at seven o’clock in the morn-

ing and then later 30 people are dead. Can you 

tell me how that makes any (verb, present parti-

ciple)                                sense and why RIT’s 

Public Safety isn’t under the same trial that Vir-

ginia Tech’s police are under?

Thursday 10:27 p.m.

Well, hey Reporter, just wanted to tell you that 

we’re all sitting in my room right now reading the 

Reporter and it’s nice to see that people aren’t 

complaining about Reporter anymore in Rings. 

Thanks for the magazine, bye.

Thursday 11:50 p.m.

Hey, I would like to just make a quick comment. 

“We utilize Facebook more as a reference then 

anything else.” Bull(noun),     you got a guy 

who sits on Facebook all day looking for stuff to 

get students in trouble. That’s the biggest load 

of (noun, plural).                       By the way, 

does RIT have a policy on checking all red cups, 

regardless of the liquid inside? I am pretty sure 

it’s on the books, too. 

Thursday 11:59 p.m.

Hey, President Simone was saying how we need 

Segways for them to get around because the 

carbon footprint and (noun) 

like that, get a (verb, present participle)

bicycle; they’re a hell of a lot cheaper. I don’t 

want [Public] Safety standing and roll ing 

around at the same time, that’s some Star Wars 

(noun).

Friday 12:10 a.m.

(verb, present participle)…

Six knives in the ceiling. Can you beat that?

Friday 2:06 p.m.

Hey Reporter, just calling to wish everyone a 

happy 4/20 and I just hope everyone is really, 

really high. 

Friday 3:25 p.m.

Hey Reporter, I was thinking if we really want 

to recycle, we can do some simple things on 

campus. Like, I have a lot of plastic bags be-

cause I live in the dorms and have debit so I 

go to the Corner Store a lot. It’d be pretty cool 

if the Corner Store had a bin where you could 

put empty plastic bags so that the Corner Store 

could use those bags instead of using new bags. 

It would like be one big cycle of bags. We’d be 

helping the environment, and maybe RIT would 

save some bucks.
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War with Iran is coming and we need to be 

ready for it. Anyone who has been watching 

these events unfold in the news, or can see the

underlying forces at work, understands the pow-

er struggle in the region. It seems very likely that 

a confrontation is ahead. After spending four 

years in a war based on lies, we need to take a 

critical look at the U.S. stance against Iran.

The rhetoric coming from Washington lately 

should sound familiar to anyone who remem-

bers the justifi cations for the Iraq war. Bush and 

his supporters hammered four points to justify 

that war: 1) Saddam was a ruthless dictator 

who 2) was developing WMDs in 3) support 

of terrorist organizations that 4) hate us for our 

freedoms. They now claim that Ahmadinejad’s 

Iran is doing the exact same things. While 

some of these recycled claims against Iran have

minor signifi cance towards a coming war, it’s the

issue of nuclear weapons and their support of the 

Iraqi insurgency that’s fueling another unilateral

confrontation.

Iran’s nuclear program is completely legal under 

international law. Iran, like most other countries, 

is a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty (NPT), which allows it to develop nucle-

ar power, forbids it from developing nuclear 

weapons, and requires international inspec-

tions (see Articles 4, 2, and 3, respectively).

So far, it has upheld all of these obligations. 

The United States, meanwhile, has violated the 

NPT by transferring nuclear weapons technol-

ogy to its formerly non-nuclear allies (like Israel),

and by not reducing its own nuclear weapons 

arsenal. (see Articles 1 and 6.) If anyone should 

be spearheading nuclear disarmament, it should 

be the only country that has actually used them 

and is asking others to do away with their

programs.

Even if Iran were planning on breaking these 

agreements and developing a weapon, they 

are not currently anywhere near accomplishing 

that. Making a weapon requires ~90% U235.

Add to this the difficulty of all the remaining 

steps involved in making a weapon, and its clear 

Iran couldn’t accomplish this any time soon. They 

now have, however, the capacity to industrialize 

the production of nuclear fuel. 

The claims that Iran is supporting the Iraqi insur-

gency are also ridiculous. The Iraqi parties most 

closely aligned with Iran, such as the Dawa party, 

are members of the Iraqi government, while the 

Sunni factions responsible for most attacks on 

U.S. forces are hostile towards Iran. Further, the 

weapons that Iran is supposedly supplying them 

with are simply armor-piercing IEDs (improvised 

explosive devices). These so-called EFPs (explo-

sively formed projectiles) have been used in Iraq 

for several years now, and are simple enough to 

make in a garage.

So, if this isn’t about Iran’s nuclear program or 

interference in Iraq, then what is the conflict 

about? Our government’s goal is to maintain 

and expand its power in the region. Control over 

Mid-East oil and shipping routes, and opening 

military bases in the region all give United States 

corporations and our government leverage over 

China and Europe, our main economic rivals. 

Since 2000, U.S. power over the region has 

weakened signifi cantly, while Iranian power has 

increased. The invasion of Iraq eliminated one 

of Iran’s worst enemies. In addition, the major-

ity Shia government which has come to power 

has been sympathetic towards Iran. Meanwhile, 

the United States is stuck in a quagmire in both 

Afghanistan and Iraq, costing money, soldiers, 

and equipment, and limiting its options to use 

force elsewhere. Similarly, the U.S.-backed war 

between Israel and Lebanon also weakened 

Israeli power (and therefore U.S. power) in 

the region, politically strengthening Hezbollah,

an Iranian ally. The U.S. government is going 

to be unwilling to accept this situation unless 

it absolutely is forced to. If it looks like they can 

reverse their losses by bombing somebody new, 

they’ll try it. But if the political cost is too high,

they’ll reconsider. 

We need to make sure that the political cost 

is too high for them to do it. The huge majority 

that opposes the Iraq war doesn’t want another 

war. But as the last several years have taught us,

passive opposit ion won’t get us very far.

We need to make ourselves heard through 

large marches, like the ones in Washington D.C.

on January 27 and March 17, and local demon-

strations. Emergency response demonstrations 

are already being planned on RIT campus for 

noon the day after Iran is attacked, and a down-

town demonstration is also being organized.

These confl icts are all about power. Let’s make it 

clear that the people have power too. •

NOT ABOUT
RIGHT OR WRONG:
IRAN
by Adriano Contreras & Mike Iannacone

illustration by Erin Wengrovius
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