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RIT taps strategic alliance withRochester General Health System 

Partnership targets advances in biomedical sciences, technology, education 

RIT and Rochester General Health the health system’s official academic from both organizations announced at 
System are developing a strategic affiliate and Rochester General Health a Dec. 18 news conference. 
alliance between the university and the System will become the university’s of-“Biomedical science is fast becomhealthcare 
provider. RIT will become ficial affiliated medical center, leaders Rochester General, page 4 

Administrators will 
get taste of dorm life 


RIT administrators are about to gain Sunday, Jan. 18. Resident advisors will 
a new perspective on the student greet each participant and help unload 
residential experience. Twenty-one their vehicles before they are parked in 
RIT decision makers will participate designated student parking lots. From 
in Student Government’s “The REAL there, participants will move into 
RIT Dorm Challenge”—a three-day, their rooms. Each will be living with 

Robert Dobies, chair of the Rochester General Health System board of directors, speaks at the podium during the December news conference 

two-night immersion experience in students who volunteered to open up 

announcing the new partnership between RIT and the health system. From left to right are Charles Brown, RIT trustee; RIT President Bill 

the RIT residence halls. their room to a participant. All rules 

Participants will move-in at 11 a.m. Dorm Challenge, page 4 

Destler; and Mark Clement, CEO of RGHS. 

Ashley Oliver | photographer 

RIT President Bill Destler prepares to take the Dorm Challenge Jan. 18. Destler and a group 
of administrators will experience life in the residence halls with students for three days. 


A. Sue Weisler | photographer 
Edward Burtynsky has traveled around the world to photograph different scenes depicting 
the production and use of oil. Above, Alberta Oil Sands #8 shows an oil field in Fort 
McMurray, Alberta, Canada. 


Landscape photographer 
to visit campus Jan. 21 

The central place that oil holds in 
our society, including its positive and 
negative aspects, is the subject of The 
Landscape of Oil, a presentation and 
photographic exhibition by Edward 
Burtynsky to be held 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 21, in Webb Auditorium, 
James E. Booth Building. 

Burtynsky, a prominent landscape 
photographer, has spent the past decade 
traveling the world to chronicle 
the “attraction and repulsion” of this 
central commodity, from drilling 
operations in Bakersfield, Calif., to 
oil fields in Azerbaijan. 

The talk and exhibition, sponsored 
by the Caroline Werner Gannett Proj


ect, are based on a new book that will 
be released in 2009 and gallery show 
that is being prepared by the Corcoran 
Gallery of Washington. The free event 
will be followed by a book signing. 

Burtynsky has received numerous 
awards for his photographic art and 
efforts to enhance public understanding 
of environmental degradation and the 
need for greater sustainability in society. 
His book Manufactured Landscapes 
was the basis for a 2006 documentary 
that was screened at the Sundance 
Film Festival. He also is the recipient 
of Canadian Geographic’s Ideas for Life 
Award. n 
Will Dube | wjduns@rit.edu 

Staff members to attend historic Obama inauguration 

RIT will offer opportunity to watch inauguration coverage 

The tickets to the 2009 presidential 
inauguration of President-elect 
Barack Obama were hot commodities. 
Even without a ticket to the 
ceremony, many have made plans 
to travel to Washington, D.C., to be 
one of the millions along the parade 
route to the Capitol. One of those 
who secured a ticket is Thomas War-
field, professor at NTID. “I’m excited 
to be there. This will be hectic and 
chaotic with so many people,” he 
says, “but on the other hand this is a 
monumental moment.” 

Warfield joins Ed Wolf, student 
government president; Deborah Stendardi, 
vice president for government 
and community relations; Cindee 
Gray, assistant vice president for government 
and community relations; 
Renee Brownstein, associate director, 
human resources, and Paul Ferber, 
chair of the political science department 
in the College of Liberal Arts, 
along with Will Dube, of University 
News, who will be part of history 
in the making. Campus members 
secured tickets through the offices 
of area congressional representatives 
and U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer. 

“From man’s landing on the moon 
to Dr. King’s ‘I Have a Dream’ speech, 
there are just some historical events 
that happen once in a lifetime,” says 
Wolf. “I am excited that I will be able to 
share a part of American history with 
my friends, family and countrymen.” 

There are more than a million 
people expected to descend on 

Washington next 
week. Warfield will 
attempt to blog 
or stream visuals 
from his cell 
phone to friends 
back in Rochester, 
including colleagues 
at RIT. 

For those who 
won’t be traveling 
to Washington 
for the inauguration, 
you can 
still ‘attend’ the 
ceremony here 
at RIT. Students, 
faculty and staff 
can join to mark 
this historic occasion 
via telecast on 

A. Sue Weisler | photographer 
A few of the RIT staff members who will attend the presidential 
inauguration are, clockwise from left, Thomas Warfield, Paul Ferber, 
Will Dube, Renee Brownstein and Catherine Clark. 

Tuesday, Jan. 20, in Clark Gym. RIT 
will celebrate with others across the 
country as the 44th President of the 
United States is sworn in at the U.S. 
Capitol. 

The gym doors will open at 10:30 

a.m. for mingling and light refreshments, 
followed by a brief welcome 
from Provost Jeremy Haefner. The 
swearing- in ceremony and presidential 
address will be broadcast on 
a large screen in the gym at 11:30 a.m. 
The get together at RIT, similar to 
the event in Washington is a way to 
“build unity and collective pride—even 
as we hear about people who may have 
lost jobs and have all that swirling 
around us,” Warfield adds. “It’s an op


portunity to get caught up in the hope.” 

The on-campus event is sponsored 
by the Center for Residence Life, the 
Office of the President, Student Government, 
Student Affairs, the Office 
of the Provost and Academic Affairs, 
the Office of the Chief Diversity Officer 
and The President’s Commission 
on Pluralism and Inclusion and the 
Office of the Senior Vice President for 
Finance and Administration. 

“This will be a unique opportunity 
to witness history in the making,” says 
Stendardi. “It’s an exciting and hopeful 
time for the country. I knew that if I 
had the chance to be there, it would be 
something that I could not miss.” n 
Michelle Cometa | macuns@rit.edu 
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Students engage issues of animal ethics 


Great courses often expand students’ 
understanding of broader issues 
facing our society, including how we 
relate to each other and the world 
around us. 

Helping students challenge their 
own thinking about relationships 
with animals, while at the same time 
improving their skills as writers, is 
the goal of Burden of Beasts, a new 
Arts of Expression course offered by 
the College of Liberal Arts. The class, 
taught by Peter Lovenheim, adjunct 
professor of English, included an 
examination of research and writing 
related to animal ethics and the hu


mane treatment of animals in society. 

Essays on animal experimentation, 
philosophy and the operation 
of zoos were interspersed with class 
discussion and writing assignments 
that required students to expand 
on their own ideas on the humane 
treatment of animals and weighing 
human needs versus animal needs. 
The class took a tour of the Seneca 
Park Zoo and, in a question-andanswer 
session with the director, 
examined how animals are acquired 
and cared for. 

“There are so many more issues 
related to the treatment of animals 

Peter Lovenheim | photographer 


Students from the class Burden of Beasts “inspect” a sea lion at the Seneca Park Zoo in 
Rochester. The course featured readings and writing assignments focused on the humane 
treatment of animals and included a tour of the zoo to observe care of animals. 

than whether or not we should eat 
them,” notes Marissa Giambrone, a 
second-year graphic design major. 
“This course provided an unbiased 
view of the different perspectives 
and allowed us to form our own 
opinions.” 

“My goal was to provide students 
with a wide variety of views on 
the topic so they could make more 
informed decisions about how animals 
should be treated and whether 
current approaches are correct,” adds 
Lovenheim. 

He also notes that since many of 
the students who took the course 
are planning careers in science 
or research professions, the class 
could assist them in making better 
decisions related to animal experimentation 
and the use of animals in 
scientific testing. 

“The course gave me a greater 
understanding of what cruelty to 
animals really means and under 
what circumstances animal testing 
may not be necessary,” notes 
Giambrone. 

“I believe it is essential, particularly 
at a technology school, 
to help students develop a greater 
understanding of the relationships 
between humans and the other 
creatures with whom we share this 
planet,” says Lovenheim. 

Lovenheim received a grant from 
the Animal Welfare Trust to create the 
course. All RIT undergraduates are 
required to take one Arts of Expression 
course as part of their curriculum 
of study. Burden of Beasts is one 
of 30 such classes now offered. n 
Will Dube | wjduns@rit.edu 

RIT expanding access to veterans 


RIT plans to make it easier for veterans 
to continue their educations by 
offering significant tuition support as 
a designated “Yellow Ribbon” college. 

The federal designation allows 
veterans who have served since 
Sept. 11, 2001, to receive additional 
financial assistance for tuition, as 
well as existing veterans’ benefits 
for housing and textbooks. The 
amount of assistance will depend on 
their length of service, but eligible 
veterans applying to RIT would have 
most of their tuition provided by the 
Veterans Administration, the college 
and the state. 

“There is really no higher cause 
one can have than a commitment 
to serve one’s country,” says Jim 
Miller, RIT’s senior vice president 
for enrollment management and 
career services. “Given RIT’s history 
and the kinds of curricula we offer, 

In case you missed it in News & 
Events Daily: 
nNewest RIT Ph.D. has long 
history in imaging 
nSignatures named one of the na-
tion’s best student magazines 
n The Tiger Beat Blog: Reflecting 
back and looking ahead 
nRIT News YouTube channel: 
“Mad Money” host loves RIT 
nRIT In the News: 
The New York Times—It may 
market organic alternatives, but 
is your cleaner really greener? 
United Press International— 
Sagittarius offers planet clues 
The New York Times—Saving 
hotels the trouble of ‘calling 
around’ 
For these stories and more, 
visit www.rit.edu/news. 
it is only fitting that we take this 
important initiative to participate in 
providing increased access to RIT for 
those who have had distinguished 
service to this country.” 

More than 300 RIT students are 
currently receiving veterans’ benefits. 
No other four-year institution in the 
region has as many students receiving 
veterans’ benefits, Miller says. 

Veterans now receive college 
assistance from the VA according 
to their attendance. With a monthly 
check, the veterans must figure out 
how to make their education payments. 
A bill passed last year allowed 
for benefits to increase to the highest 
of published state institution rates 
but fall far short of private education 
costs. 

Private Yellow Ribbon colleges 
agree to provide allowances for up 
to half of that difference between 

their tuition and the public tuition 
limit with the VA paying the other 
half of the difference. New York state 
also provides tuition assistance for 
veterans. 

“The fact that we’re signing on 
as a Yellow Ribbon partner is no 
surprise,” says Gene Clark, assistant 
director and coordinator of veterans’ 
benefits at RIT. “Since its beginning, 
RIT has been sensitive and immediate 
in providing programs and 
support to this nation’s servicemen 
and women.” 

The Yellow Ribbon Program 
should be in place to accommodate 
veterans who enroll at RIT this fall 
and could be applied to undergraduates 
or students pursuing graduate 
degrees. Veterans transferring from 
other colleges to RIT may also 
qualify, Miller adds. n 
Greg Livadas | greg.livadas@rit.edu 

A friend visits Margaret’s House 
A. Sue Weisler | photographer 
RIT President Bill Destler took time out to read a story to kindergarten 
children from Margaret’s House Dec. 17. No ordinary story, it was a special 
book produced in collaboration with the kindergarten students and RIT 
students in the arts and imaging studies program at NTID/RIT. A 
Curious Friend Visits RIT is the story of Curious George’s walk at RIT and 
his adventures along the way. Many children asked President Destler to sign 
their copies, making them even more special. 

Touching experience with nature 
A. Sue Weisler | photographer 
An interactive installation of flowers, trees and insects created by RIT professor 
Roberley Bell provides a sensory experience for visitors to a new museum 
in Western New York. 

Bell, professor of foundations in the College of Imaging Arts and Sciences, 

created Flower Blobs Bloom, a landscape installation, one of the inaugural 

exhibits at the Burchfield Penney Art Center at Buffalo State College. The 

exhibit is open to the public through March 15. Bell is the first artist com


missioned to develop her work for this new interactive space in the art center 

called The Useum. She invites her audiences to rest on a flower petal made 

of astroturf or even create their own garden. Lorrie Frear, RIT professor of 

graphic design, designed and painted a wall mural of flowers that accompa


nies Flower Blobs Bloom. 

RIT prepares for deployment of 
campus-wide wireless access 

RIT is taking a major step towards upgrading 
access to wireless technology 
on campus. Through a partnership 
with Cisco Systems Inc., the university 
is expanding its wireless capabilities to 
cover most of the campus, including 
all academic facilities and common 
areas inside the residence halls. 

Wireless access on campus is currently 
limited to some academic areas. 
RIT’s networking communications 
department will be working throughout 
the remainder of the academic 
year on the design and deployment of 
wireless capability in additional facilities 
to ensure widespread access. 

“Universal wireless access will be 
a key to our campus’ future success 
in attracting and retaining top-tier 
students and faculty,” says RIT 
President Bill Destler. “This cross 
section of users challenges us to lead 
the transformation of how students, 

faculty and staff connect, communicate 
and collaborate.” 

Wireless access is among the top 
concerns raised by students as it 
relates to their academic success. RIT 
Student Government championed 
efforts in support of the university’s 
investment in this technology. 

RIT’s wireless project also sets 
the foundation for enhanced use of 
Voice over Internet Protocol, or VoIP 
telephony, to members of the campus 
community. Depending on their 
location, individuals with dual-mode 
mobile phones will be permitted 
access to the wireless signal, allowing 
users to control costs associated with 
their cellular plans. 

“This fixed-to-mobile convergence 
solution permits individuals to be 
automatically connected over the wireless 
signal,” explains Jeanne Casares, 
Wireless access, page 4 

An innovative collaboration among the student staff at Reporter magazine 
and the staffs at the Printing Applications Laboratory and the HUB led to 
international accolades. Reporter’s “Me” issue, which hit newsstands around 
campus in May, won the Printing Innovation with Xerox Imaging Award. The 
issue, showcasing portraits of RIT students, faculty and staff on the front and 
back covers, as well as the feature article, earned third place in the Books and 
Manuals category. Ten-thousand magazines were printed and no two copies 
were alike. This was accomplished by using a printing process called variable 
data printing. A panel of international leaders from the graphic arts industry 
served as award judges. Criteria were based on business effectiveness, use of 
digital technology, degree of innovation and overall aesthetics. 
Reporter magazine makes news 
Submitted photograph 
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Viewpoints The future of graduate education at RIT by Andrew Moore Viewpoints The future of graduate education at RIT by Andrew Moore 
On the Web 



G
G
raduate education at RIT 
is growing rapidly and will 
continue to do so in the 
years ahead. Already, it represents a 
large enterprise, and the intellectual 
contributions made by graduate students 
and their faculty mentors are 
having a significant impact. As these 
efforts expand and deepen, graduate 
education is destined to have an 
increasing influence on RIT and the 
wider world. 

This past fall, over 2,600 students 
enrolled in our graduate programs, 
a number that has been rising by 
100 students each year. Graduate 
students currently make up 16 
percent of the total student body, a 
percentage that is likely to reach 20 
percent within five years. Over half 
are now full-time students, a major 
change from a decade ago. Thirty-
eight percent come from countries 
other than the United States, an 
unusually high ratio for an American 
university. Many graduate students 
arrive with considerable professional 
experience in their fields, a diverse 
and cosmopolitan group indeed. 
They are enrolled in every college at 
RIT and on our overseas campuses 
in Croatia and Dubai. 

This year we are offering 65 mas


ter’s and six Ph.D. programs, more 
than peer institutions with similar 
numbers of graduate students. RIT’s 
graduate programs are distinctive. 
Most have a strong technology 
focus and emphasize applications 
of knowledge and insights gained 
from research. They all lead to career 
enhancement. The variety is great, 
including M.B.A. and M.F.A. programs, 
and numerous M.S. programs 
in subjects as diverse as computing, 
engineering, imaging, sustainability 
and the social sciences. A majority of 
programs provide intensive research 
and creative experiences for their 
students. And hundreds of faculty 
already mentor graduate students 
and teach them in formal courses. 

The Office of Graduate Studies 
advocates for graduate studies and 
for graduate students. Most graduate 
students live off campus, of necessity 
given current shortages of accommodations. 
In the past, they had no 
center of their own and few opportunities 
to meet graduate students 
in other colleges. We are taking 
urgent steps to meet these essential 
needs by providing opportunities 
for networking and intellectual exchanges. 
We have also taken up the 
housing issue. It is time to recognize 


with Mike Saffran 
mjsuns@rit.edu 

Check out these new 
podcasts at www.rit.edu/news: 


WITR Men’s Hockey Postgame 
Rewind—a new regular podcast 
featuring a replay of WITR-FM 

(89.7) postgame shows, including 
scoring recaps, interviews with 
Head Coach Wayne Wilson and 
other highlights. New episodes are 
available Wednesdays following 
weekend games. 
Studio 86: One-on-One with 
Reporter’s Editor in Chief—Laura 
Mandanas discusses the role of 
RIT’s student-published weekly 
newsmagazine as a voice for 
students, its evolving strategies 
to reach college-age audiences, 
an upcoming issue focusing on 
“crowdsourcing” and other topics. 

Studio 86 – Beyond the Campus: 
Jared Lyon – Livin’ in ‘Twin 
Peaks’—In the first in an occasional 
series delving into the personal 
lives of RIT people, RIT Web developer 
Jared Lyon shares his interest 
in the TV show Twin Peaks. 

Contact me with ideas for 
future “Studio 86 – Beyond the 
Campus” guests. 

See you on the Web! 

the essential contribution graduate 
students make to the vitality of our 
campus, and to empower the faculty 
who mentor them. 

As we look to the future, we 
anticipate that graduate student 
numbers and the variety of graduate 
programs will increase. New master’s 
and Ph.D. degree programs are in 
development; several of these will 
strengthen RIT’s research priorities, 
especially in biomedicine. Existing 
master’s and Ph.D. programs will 
expand their scope. All will strive 
for excellence and, thus, be highly 
attractive to prospective students. Increasingly, 
the research and creative 
endeavors conducted by faculty 
and graduate students together will 
enhance the intellectual reputation 
of RIT. Much of this growing 
activity will be funded from external 
sources. Building on current trends, 
our graduate programs will be multidisciplinary, 
even transdisciplinary, 
in nature, and less constrained by the 
existing college structure. There will 
be a stronger sense of community 
among graduate students and faculty 
across the campus. As the number 
of programs grows and as the size 
of the graduate student population 
increases, more faculty will engage 

This column presents opinions 
and ideas on issues relevant to 
higher education. To suggest an 
idea for the column, e-mail 
newsevents@rit.edu. 
graduate students in research and 
creative projects. The new insights 
generated by these activities will not 
only strengthen the education of 
graduate students, but also that of 
undergraduates. 

Moore is dean of RIT graduate studies. 

Stone named 2009 
Athena Award finalist 

Astronomer finds evidence of exosolar planets 


Life on a planet ruled by two suns 
might be a little complicated. Two 
sunrises, two sunsets. Twice the 
radiation field. 

In a paper published in Astronomy 
and Astrophysics, astronomer Joel 
Kastner and his team suggest that 
planets might easily form around 
certain types of twin, or binary, star 
systems. A disk of molecules discovered 
orbiting a pair of twin young 
suns in the constellation Sagittarius 
strongly suggests that many such 
binary systems also host planets. 

“We think the molecular gas orbiting 
these two stars almost literally 
represents ‘smoking gun’ evidence 
of recent or possibly ongoing ‘giant’ 
planet formation around the binary 
star system,” says Kastner, professor are there is so much like the types of Kastner hopes to compare the 
at the Chester F. Carlson Center for gaseous disks that we see around single molecular profile in the gas remnants 
Imaging Science. stars, that it’s a real link between planets surrounding the single star with the 

Kastner used the 30-meter radio-forming around single stars and planets gas composition surrounding the 
telescope operated by the Institut de forming around double stars,” he says. dual-star system. 
Radio Astronomie Millimetrique to Planets that have just formed Kastner encourages other scientists 
study radio molecular spectra emitted around young stars might leave to look closely at the twin-star system to 
from the vicinity of the two stars, leftover gas, a potential clue for see if planets are forming around them. 
which lie about 210 light-years away astronomers who hunt planets. “We really don’t have any idea right 
from our solar system. The scientists Recently, direct imaging of planets now about what kinds of planets form 
found in large abundance raw materi-orbiting single stars irrefutably around double stars or even if planets 
als for planet formation around the confirmed the existence of exosolar can form around double stars,” Kastnearby 
stars, including circumstellar planets—those that orbit stars other ner says. “It’s theoretically possible, 
carbon monoxide and hydrogen than our sun. In the spring, Kastner but I’m not aware of a single observacyanide, 
in the noxious gas cloud. hopes to use the Institut de Radio tion yet of a planet orbiting a double 

“In this case the stars are so close Astronomie Millimetrique to look for star. I hope someone will go looking 
together, and the profile of the gas in gas left over from the formation of soon, if they haven’t already.” n 
terms of the types of molecules that the planets orbiting single stars. Susan Gawlowicz | smguns@rit.edu 

Female computing students get added support 

As a testament to supporting the Women are very underrepresuccess 
of women at RIT, The B. sented in the computing world. 
Thomas Golisano College of Com-According to the National Center 
puting and Information Sciences has for Women and Information 
established Women in Computing at Technology, women hold more than 
RIT, a group dedicated to providing half of all professional occupations 
an environment in which women in in the United States but fewer than 
the computing discipline can find 26 percent of all computing-related This past fall, the group sent 
support to help them succeed. occupations. Only 13 percent of five students to The Grace Hopper 


“We’re striving to build a commu-Fortune 500 technology companies Celebration of Women in Computnity 
for the women in our college,” have women corporate officers. ing Conference. The group will also 
says Sharon Mason, an associate Women in Computing at RIT soon debut a “Career Closet” that 
professor in the Department of is designed to help combat those houses professional clothing and 
Networking, Security and Systems challenges. Mason and co-organizer accessories that female students can 
Administration and the executive Cheryl McLean have a series of ac-borrow when they have a co-op or 
director of Women in Computing tivities planned during the academic job interview. 
at RIT. “We have both technical and year, including a brown bag lunch For more information about 
non-technical programs planned series that brings in speakers to Women in Computing at RIT, visit 
to benefit our students, faculty and interact with the group and outreach women.rit.edu. n 
staff.” to area middle schools. John Follaco | jpfuns@rit.edu 

A. Sue Weisler | photographer 
One aspect of Joel Kastner’s research focuses on how planets form from gas and dust. 


Joan Stone, dean 
of RIT’s College of 
Imaging Arts and 
Sciences, is one 
of the finalists for 
the 23rd annual 
Athena Award. The 
award honors a 
local professional Joan Stone 
woman who has 
demonstrated significant achievements 
in business, community service and the 
professional advancement of women. 


The Women’s Council of the 
Rochester Business Alliance presents 
the award, and this year’s recipient will 
be announced Jan. 22 at the Riverside 
Convention Center. 

Stone oversees nearly 2,200 full-
time students enrolled in the college 
in the School of Photographic Arts 
and Sciences, School of Print Media, 
School of Art, School of Design, 
School of Film and Animation and 
School for American Crafts. 

Stone was named dean of the College 
of Imaging Arts and Sciences in 
1999 after serving as interim dean for 
two years. 

Former RIT Provost Stan McK-

Grant to help outreach 
for computing students 


enzie, to whom Stone reported until 
his retirement in June, says, “Joan 
has proven to be a fierce advocate for 
the arts at RIT, an institution known 
primarily for its technological prowess, 
and under her leadership the imaging 
arts—ranging from filmmaking to 
metal craft—have gained or sustained 
national reputations. This advocacy is 
simultaneously tempered by a strong 
respect for human dignity.” 

Over the course of her tenure as 
dean, the national recognition of 
the college’s programs has advanced 
significantly. RIT is among the top colleges 
and universities in the nation for 
programs in the fine arts, according 
to U.S. News & World Report’s 2009 
edition of America’s Best Graduate 
Schools. RIT’s rankings among fine arts 
specialties include glass art, tied for 
2nd; photography, tied for 3rd; industrial 
design, tied for 8th, multimedia/ 
visual communications tied for 10th; 
and graphic design, tied for 12th. 

For a list of finalists, visit www. 
rochesterbusinessalliance.com/ 
web/2008/11/athena_finalists_announced.
aspx. n 
Kelly Downs | kaduns@rit.edu 

RIT’s B. Thomas Golisano College of 
Computing and Information Sciences 
received a $475,000 grant from the 
National Science Foundation to 
continue its outreach to underrepresented 
groups within computing. 

Software engineering professors 
Stephanie Ludi and Tom Reichlmayr 
were awarded the funds to continue 
and expand their ImagineIT program, 
which strives to increase participation 
in computing among students with 
visual impairments through better 
class material preparation, support 
and teacher development. 

“The unemployment rate for the 
blind in this country is 70 percent,” 
says Ludi. “We want to open more 
doors for the visually impaired and 
get them thinking about college.” 

Fifteen seventh- through 12thgrade 
students from around the 
country traveled to RIT in the summer 

of 2007 for the inaugural workshop, 
where they worked together on 
projects that included programming 
robots and assembling computers. 

“It was really rewarding to see 
how excited they got,” says Reichlmayr. 
“These students are a very 
small minority in their schools and 
they have limited opportunities to 
collaborate with other students who 
are just like them.” 

This new grant money will help 
Ludi and Reichlmayr expand the program. 
Three workshops will be held at 
RIT over the next three years. But this 
time, ImagineIT is also hitting the 
road. Workshops will be held in the 
San Diego area during two of the next 
three summers. 

The improved program will include 
follow-up activities for students 
and more training for teachers. n 
John Follaco | jpfuns@rit.edu 
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Congressman makes a visit to RIT 
The Honorable Eric Massa, recently elected representative for the 29th Congres-
sional District, right, visited RIT last month. He met with RIT President Bill 
Destler and NTID President Alan Hurwitz and toured the laboratories in the 
Center for Integrated Manufacturing Studies with assistant provost for academic 
affairs Nabil Nasr. Here, Michael Thurston, technical director of the Systems 
Modernization and Sustainment Center, explains the work that RIT is doing 
with the U.S. Department of Defense to improve the performance and predictive 
maintenance processes for military vehicles. 
“Our local colleges and universities are producing the next generation of lead-
ers,” says Massa. “We need to work together to give our talented young people 
a reason to stay in Western New York. During our campaign, I focused on how 
we can partner our local centers of education with industries focusing on green 
technologies of the future. I recently saw GM’s Fuel Cell Development Center 
in Honeoye Falls, and RIT’s Golisano Institute for Sustainability—clearly there 
is potential for partnerships to grow between institutions such as these for the 
benefit of not only our local region, but also for the benefit of the entire country.” 
Elizabeth Torgerson-Lamark | photographer 
Congressman makes a visit to RIT 
The Honorable Eric Massa, recently elected representative for the 29th Congres-
sional District, right, visited RIT last month. He met with RIT President Bill 
Destler and NTID President Alan Hurwitz and toured the laboratories in the 
Center for Integrated Manufacturing Studies with assistant provost for academic 
affairs Nabil Nasr. Here, Michael Thurston, technical director of the Systems 
Modernization and Sustainment Center, explains the work that RIT is doing 
with the U.S. Department of Defense to improve the performance and predictive 
maintenance processes for military vehicles. 
“Our local colleges and universities are producing the next generation of lead-
ers,” says Massa. “We need to work together to give our talented young people 
a reason to stay in Western New York. During our campaign, I focused on how 
we can partner our local centers of education with industries focusing on green 
technologies of the future. I recently saw GM’s Fuel Cell Development Center 
in Honeoye Falls, and RIT’s Golisano Institute for Sustainability—clearly there 
is potential for partnerships to grow between institutions such as these for the 
benefit of not only our local region, but also for the benefit of the entire country.” 
Elizabeth Torgerson-Lamark | photographer 
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ing a kind of information science in 

which RIT’s expertise in areas such 

as information technology, nano


technology, robotics and imaging 

can play an increasingly important 

role,” said RIT President Bill Destler. 

“This alliance will build on these and 

other strengths to create tremendous 

opportunities for our students, fac


ulty and staff, as well as the Greater 

Rochester community.” 

As technology continues to 

transform biomedical science, 

academic areas like computing and 

information sciences and digital 

imaging offer increasing relevance 

“This alliance would concen


trate intellectual resources in 

such a way as to draw addi


tional students, professionals 

and business ventures to the 

Rochester area.” 

—Michael Morley, chair 

of the RIT Board of Trustees and 

Rochester General Health System 

board member 

to future advancements in medicine. 
Through the alliance, RIT and RGHS 
will collaborate on education and 
research programs in these and 

other key areas—a collaboration that 
will include mutual access to each 
institution’s expertise and facilities. 

Areas of collaboration include 
engineering, microsystems, medical 
imaging and medical device research. 
Such an alliance offers broader application 
opportunities to faculty and 
students in existing RIT academic 
areas such as medical illustration, 
biomedical photographic communication, 
medical informatics, 
physician assistant education, medical 
sonography, biomedical science and 
technology, biochemistry, health 
management and public health policy. 

“Rochester General Hospital and 
its affiliates take great pride in being 
nationally recognized for clinical 
excellence, and we are committed to 
identifying ongoing opportunities to 
deliver the highest quality care and 
service for our patients,” said Mark 
Clement, president and CEO of 
Rochester General Health System. 
“A strategic alliance that allows 
both RGHS and RIT to leverage our 
combined knowledge and resources 
opens yet another channel to the 
rapid advancements in biomedical 
sciences and biotechnology and may 
have a very positive impact on the 
care we deliver.” n 
Bob Finnerty | refuns@rit.edu 

Dorm Challenge from page 1 

that apply to students will apply to will share what they learned from the 
participants. experience and will answer questions 

“The ‘Real RIT’ programs are from students. 
designed to connect faculty, staff and RIT President Bill Destler and his 
administrators with the student ex-wife, Rebecca Johnson, are among 
perience,” says Student Government the participants. 
Vice President Matt Danna, one “I’m greatly looking forward to 
of the organizers of the event. “We 
hope to enhance their perspective on 
student life so that they can use this Web extra: Follow Chief 
experience when making decisions.” Communications Officer Bob 

Participants will still attend work. Finnerty’s first-hand account of 
However, all free time must be spent The Real RIT Dorm Challenge 
on The Tiger Beat Blog at www. 

interacting with students. The expe


thetigerbeat.com/blog. 

rience ends with an open forum at 8 

p.m. Jan. 20, where some participants 
Wireless access from page 2 

RIT’s chief information officer. “It make widespread deployment more 
reduces the number of minutes used challenging than in other areas of cam-
on their cellular plans without requir-pus. A future assessment will be made 
ing them to manually switch to the to determine if full implementation 
wireless network.” in the residence halls will take place 

The project team plans site surveys during a later phase of the project. 
in preparation to expand wireless ac-Wireless access inside all academic 
cess inside the residence halls to pos-facilities is scheduled to be completed 
sibly include individual living spaces. this summer. n 
Design features of the residence halls Paul Stella | pbscom@rit.edu 

What’s Next? RIT’s Board of 
Trustees and the Rochester 
General Health Systems Board of 
Directors have agreed to move 
forward with the establishment 
of a joint steering team that will 
work to develop a framework 
for the alliance. The framework 
will be brought back to the two 
boards for ratification in early- to 
mid-2009. 

In addition, the two organizations 
have collaborated to plan 
and host a series of community 
symposiums, “Innovations in 
Health Care Delivery and Design.” 
The intent of this series is to engage 
community leaders in real 
discussions about the management 
of the health and health 
care of the community through 
innovative financing, benefit 
design and clinical management 
of care. The first of three to four 
such symposiums will be held in 
February. 

Web extra: 

To view the original news 
release and frequently asked 
questions, go to www.rit.edu/ 
news/?r=46492. 

An audio podcast and trans-
script can be found at www.rit. 
edu/news/podcasts. 

participating in the Dorm Challenge,” 
Destler says. “It will provide 
participants with a unique opportunity 
to see RIT through the eyes of 
our residential students. It also will 
enable us to get to know students on 
an entirely different level.” n 


John Follaco | jpfuns@rit.edu 


It’s time to submit proposals for the 
second annual Imagine RIT: Innovation 
and Creativity Festival. In order 
to be considered for display in the 
WOW! Center (Gordon Field House 
and Activities Center) proposals 
must be submitted by Jan. 23. 
Visit www.rit.edu/imagine for more 
information. 

Newsmakers 
David Axon, professor of physics, gave an invited lecture, “Polarimetry of Active 
Galactic Nuclei,” at the conference on Astronomical Polarimetry: Science from 
Small to Large Telescopes in July in Quebec. Andrew Robinson, associate professor 
of physics, presented “Spectropolarimetry of Narrow-Line Seyfert 1 Galaxies— 
A Question of Orientation?” Post-doctoral fellows Stuart Young gave his talk, 
“Polarimetric Signatures of Winds from AGN,” and Dan Batcheldor presented 
“High Accuracy Near-infrared Imaging Polarimetry with NICMOS.” 

Marianne Buehler and Marcia Trauernicht, RIT Libraries, were presented with 
The Emerald LiteratiNetwork 2008 Highly Commended Award for their article 
“From digital library to institutional repository: a brief look at one library’s path,” 
published by OCLC Systems & Services: International Digital Library Perspectives. 

Stephen Jacobs, associate professor of information technology, was the keynote 
speaker at the ACLU’s annual Liberty conference for high school students on Oct. 

20. The keynote speech looked at societal and corporate reactions to, and censorship 
of, pop culture from Don Quixote to computer games. 
Chuck Lamb, director of residence life, was presented with the Parthenon Award 
from the Association of College and University Housing Officers-International at 
their annual conference. The award is presented to individuals committed to making 
a difference and who have made an impact on the association and its members. 

Marla Schweppe, professor, School of Design, presented “Designing Performances 
on the Net” at the 2008 Spring Member Meeting of Internet2. She discussed the Virtual 
Theatre Project which combines computer graphics, live theater workers and the 
Internet to produce a live, virtual theatrical production distributed over the network. 
This is a collaborative work with RIT computer science professor Joe Geigel. 

Michael Starenko, instructional designer, and Joeann Humbert, director of online 
learning, have a chapter in Blended Learning: Research Perspectives, a book from the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. Their chapter showcases RIT’s successful Blended Learning 
Pilot Project and shows how blended learning environments can help overcome 
communication barriers between hearing and deaf/hard-of-hearing students. 

Peggy Tirrell, senior associate director for graduate programs, Saunders College 
of Business, traveled to Moscow as a member of the Edmund Muskie Fellowship 
Program Selection Committee. The program provides opportunities for masters- 
level study in the United States to graduate students and professionals from Eurasia. 

James Winebrake, professor of public policy, presented “The Benefits, Costs, and 
Environmental Tradeoffs of Emissions Reductions from Global Shipping” with 
colleague James Corbett from the University of Delaware, at the German Aerospace 
Centre, the national research center for aviation and space flight of Germany. 

Staff Council Update—Elections 
and Representations 
Staff Council is pleased to 
announce that, in an effort to 
contribute to the “greening” of 
RIT, it will introduce electronic 
nomination and election processes 
for the upcoming election. All staff 
in voting blocks 1, 3 and 5 will 
receive a request for nominations 
in February, along with instruc-
tions on how to submit them via 
Clipboard. 
The Staff Council Elections and 
Representation Committee has 
been reviewing RIT’s recent orga-
nizational changes and their effects 
on Staff Council representation. 
This has resulted in the realigning 
of Staff Council voting blocks. 
Major shifts include Enrollment 
Management and Career Services 
from block 2 to block 4; Informa-
tion Technology Services from 
block 1 to block 3; and FAST from 
block 2 to block 3. 
All of these changes will take 
effect at the time of each block’s 
next regular election—this year for 
blocks 1, 3 and 5, and next year for 
blocks 2, 4 and 6—and should be 
almost invisible to all constituents. 
For information and to see a list 
of the current voting blocks, visit 
staffcouncil.rit.edu/votingblocks. 
html. 
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